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The one-year master’s in Linguistics is concerned with the knowledge, structure and use of language,
studied from a wide range of perspectives. It trains students to systematically identify, describe and
analyse language phenomena and to apply this knowledge to a specific area of interest.
Missed the Master's Online Open Days on 10-11 November? The presentations have been recorded, and can be found
on the Master Talks platform!

From analysis to practice
The master's programme in Linguistics at Leiden University offers a wide range of perspectives on
language. It enables you to learn how to identify, describe and analyse language phenomena
systematically and to apply this knowledge to a specific area of interest, ranging from theoretical and
experimental approaches to linguistics, to language documentation, language comparison, language

learning, communication, to translation. The programme is situated within the Leiden University Centre
for Linguistics, which brings together renowned scholars from a variety of theoretical and applied
perspectives.

Why study Linguistics at Leiden University?
Enter the field of linguistics from the perspective of your own main inspiration: a specific
language, analytical curiosity, theoretical interest or translating ambitions.
Follow one of our highlighted thematic or disciplinary routes through the programme, with the
possibility of creating one according to your individual interests.
Launch your translator’s career by gaining expertise in the latest translation tools offered in the
programme for the Translation specialisation.
Develop your skills in experimental research by training in the Experimental Linguistics Labs,
whose facilities include EEG and eye-tracking equipment, as well as a lab to study infants'
language acquisition.
Gain your first professional experience by doing fieldwork, an internship, or an individual research
project with a staff member, as part of the programme.
Become part of the linguistics community at Leiden University by participating in events such as
the MA Linguistics seminar or by becoming involved in the T.W.I.S.T. study association for BA
and MA linguistics students in Leiden

Linguistics specialisations
For more information about our study programmes, please check the MA Linguistics specialisations:
Linguistics
Modern Languages
Translation

From Azerbaijani to Swedish: ‘Multilingualism improves your understanding of
others’
There are 24 official languages in Europe but some 200 languages in total are spoken on our continent.
What good are all these different languages? And should we all learn Azerbaijani or Swedish? We asked
Lisa Cheng, Professor of General Linguistics. Read more.

Information activities
Get to know us through our online and in-person events for prospective students!

Two speakers at the open day
Are you thinking about joining this Master's programme, and want to determine if it will be the right fit
for you? Below, you can browse the events that we have coming up, and sign up to experience Leiden
University and the programme for yourself. Alternatively, take a look at the Master Talks videos to find
out more about the programme or check out our virtual campus tours!

Upcoming events
The Master's Online Open Days (10-11 November) are your opportunity to learn everything you need to
know about our master’s programmes and how they can help you reach your goals. Attend presentations,
meet our lecturers, learn about the careers of our alumni and hear first-hand the experiences of students
and graduates on life at Leiden University.
Sign up for the Master's Online Open Days here!
The Online Master's Experience Days allow you to meet staff and students, follow virtual example
lectures, and ask all the questions you might have about studying in Leiden for your Master's programme.
More information will be available shortly on upcoming dates and how to register.
The On-Campus Master's Experience Days allow you to visit the campus in person to get a feel for the
city, the university atmosphere, and student life. Sit in on try-out lectures to get a taste for the in-class
setting, and talk to staff, students, and more. Stay tuned for more information on dates and how to sign
up!

Master Talks: Programme videos
On the Master Talks: programme videos platform you can find videos for each master’s programme. This
includes a video which gives a short introduction to the programme and after the Master's Online Open
Days you will also be able to watch a recording of the programme presentation on the platform.

Get to know the campus
Check out our virtual campus tours, filmed in 360 degrees – by dragging the video, you can look around
at the surroundings yourself. Below is the video recorded at the Humanities faculty, where most of your
lectures will take place; you can also view other 360 campus tours of the various university faculties here
.

360 Campus tour: the Humanities faculty
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