History (research) (MA)

Discover the world at Leiden University

Specialisations

Ancient History (research) (MA)

Cities, Migration and Global Interdependence (research) (MA)

Colonia and Global History (research) (MA)

Europe 1000-1800 (research) (MA)

Politics, Culture and National Identities, 1789 to the Present (research) (MA)



The research master in History at Leiden University offers five specialisations in which you will focus on
historical processes, historical research, historiography and methodol ogy.
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A top-ranking programme

According to the QS World University Rankings 2023, History at Leiden University israted 1st in
continental Europe and 17th in the world.

Why study History Research MA at Leiden University?

The two-year research master in History at Leiden University offers you the chance to determine a study
based on your own particular interests and ambitions. During your studies you will experience the riches and
challenges of academia not only via frequent meetings with your tutor, but also during the seminars in which
staff members and research master's students discuss one another's research findings and exchange scholarly
views and insights.

L earn more about the study programme

I sthisprogrammefor you?

If you are interested in dedicating more time to in-depth research, or are thinking of a future in academic or
non-academic research, you should consider choosing the Research MA over the MA. A love for reading
and discussing intensively with your fellow students, as well as conducting your own research, is essential.
If, moreover, you are ambitious and not averse to hard intellectual work, you have what it takes to complete
this programme successfully.

Join an active student community

AsaResearch MA student, you will become part of a close-knit community of other students across the
different History Research MA specialisations. A dedicated Research MA room provides a quiet place to
study and keep your books on campus, as well as camaraderie with your fellow Research MA students.
Monthly drinks and other activities give you a chance to make friends, create collaborations, and build your
academic network.

Participate in the Europaeum Vaclav Havel MA Programme

Selected students will also be able to participate in the Europaeum Vaclav Havel MA Programme, an
initiative of Leiden University in cooperation with the Sorbonne (Paris), the Jagiellonian University of
Krakéw and Charles University in Prague which leads to a separate additional master certificate in European
Society and Politics issued by the Europaeum Association of leading European Universities.

Admission and Application


https://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/university-subject-rankings/2023/history?&page=1
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/about-the-programme

Do you want to find out if you are eligible for this Master's programme?

Check the entry requirements
Study abroad

Y ou are encouraged to spend the third semester of your research master's abroad taking optional courses and
conducting research for your thesis. Leiden University has alarge network of options for your studies abroad.

Find out more about the career prospects

“nvao

accredited programme

History (research) degree

History (research) at Leiden University is an accredited degree programme. After successful completion of
this programme, you will receive aresearch master’s degree in History and the title Master of Arts (MA).

Chat with a student

Do you have a question about student lifein Leiden, studying at Leiden University, or do you want more
information about the History master's programme? Chat with a current student for answers to your

questions!

Why Leiden University
Leiden University offers ambitious students a world-class environment in which to reach their full potential.

A top-ranked programme

The Leiden Institute for History israted 1st in continental Europe and 17th in the world in the QS World
University Rankings 2023.

Access to unique resour ces

At Leiden University, the oldest university in the Netherlands, you can access resources found nowhere else
in the world, such as those of the famous Leiden University Library and its collections of original
manuscripts and periodicals.

An ideal location for the study of history

Leiden University offers you one of the best locations from which to explore and study the world, aswell as
start your career. Our historical location close to The Hague brings you within easy reach of the country's
seat of government, politics, and international organisations, as well as the unique resources of the Dutch
National Library and the National Archives, with its extensive collections.


/en/education/pagenotfound
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/career-prospects
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/chat-with-a-student
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/chat-with-a-student

An individual approach to learning

Leiden University's History department has a committed teaching staff who are both outstanding researchers
and dedicated teachers consistently ranked highly by their own students. Small classes and intensive one-on-
one mentoring give al our students the extra stimulation and support to go the extra step in their
performance and their ideas for their future.

Specialist chairs
Leiden's History department has chairsin:

Ancient History

Medieva History

Dutch History

Early Modern History
Contemporary History
Europe after 1945
American History

African History

Colonia and Global History
Maritime History

History of Global Economic Networks
Social History

Migration History
Comparative Urban History

Adjacent departments in the Faculty of Humanities have chairs in International Studies, Latin American
History, Brazilian Studies, African, Turkish, Indonesian, Indian, Korean, Chinese and Japanese History.

Diversity and inclusion

We are convinced that our education can only flourish if everyone within the programme feels supported,
respected and empowered to do their best work. We find it important to offer alearning environment that
allows for different perspectives and points of view that students bring with them, depending on their
ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, health, religion, age or socio-economic background. Every new
generation sees the world from a new perspective — and our students are the newest generation. We look
forward to hearing more about your perspective. Leiden University has been pursuing diversity policy since
2014, with the aim of creating a diverse and inclusive learning and working environment for all staff and
students.

Due to the selected cookie settings, we cannot show this video here.

Watch the video on the original website or
Accept cookies

About the Programme

During the two-year History (Research) programme you will learn from inspired academics and learn how to
conduct quality research.


https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/dossiers/diversity/di-at-the-faculties/humanities
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/dossiers/diversity/di-at-the-faculties/humanities
https://www.youtube.com/embed/1QGXRQlSFnY?rel=0&controls=0

Although the main focus of the programme is on your chosen specialisation, it aso includes a number of
courses enabling you to acquire a better understanding of theories on historical processes, historical debates
and methodology of historical research. In the first semester, you will follow a course in historical
methodology, in the second semester a course in devel oping research proposals.

Literature Seminar

The programme starts with an intensive literature seminar, which coversthe first 8 weeks of the semester.
During this course you will discuss recent insights and key issues within your specialisation. The literature
seminar isvalued at 10 EC.

Research Seminars

Y ou will follow two research seminars within your specialisation during which you will carry out research
on the basis of original source material or published documents. Y ou will take one research seminar during
the first semester. The second research seminar may be taken during the second semester, or abroad during
the third semester. Each research seminar isvalued at 10 EC.

Historical Theory

This courseis compulsory for all Research MA students. It discusses major problemsin historical theory or
philosophy of history through close readings of relevant texts. Topics that will be addressed include
explanations, models, intentions, representations, narratives, paradigms, comparisons, objectivity, and ethics.
The courseisvalued at 10 EC.

Developing Resear ch Proposals

This course focuses on writing aresearch proposal. Y ou will discuss various types of successful research
projects and reflect upon the organisation of academic research. You will develop your own proposal,
developing a good research question and including debate, feasibility, and innovative character. The course
will guide you through this process. Senior researchers will visit the class to comment upon their own
ongoing research projects. The courseisvaued at 10 EC and is compulsory for all Research MA students.

Tutorial

Thetutoria isthe mainstay of our Research MA asit offers intensive, eye-to-eye discussions with one of
Leiden’s many specialists. During the tutorial you will explore the field and determine the subject and
research question of your thesis. The tutorial isvalued at 10 EC.

Cour ses Resear ch Schools



Within the Research MA History, you will take courses at a national Research School, amounting to at least
10 EC. You will compose this set of courses yourself, together with the Coordinator of Studies. Research
Schools courses offer training in both methodology and area specific knowledge. Research MA students
choose courses at the Research school that relates most with their possible area of research.

Optional Cour ses

Y ou will also choose a number of optional courses, worth up to atotal of 20 EC. Y ou are advised to study
these courses abroad. The optional courses may also be spent on aresearch internship, or at courses (level
500) offered at any department of Leiden University or at another Dutch university.

Thesis

The programme concludes with athesis, based on original source research and afinal oral exam. Together
they are valued at 30 EC. The level of the thesis will have to meet high standards. In principle, the
(shortened) thesis will have to be worthy of publication in an academic journal. During the final ceremony
you are expected to present and defend your thesis vis-a-vis with your thesis supervisor and a second
examiner.

The main aim of the programme is to ensure that after graduation, you will be able to function as ajunior
academic researcher, either in a semi-academic position or at a university. You will be able to solve complex
academic problems independently, critically and creatively, and report on these results with clarity both in
writing and verbally. The programme qualifies you to continue your studiesin a PhD studentship.

L atest knowledge

All courses are taught by academics who are active researchers. The curriculum is regularly updated to
reflect contemporary academic debates and the very latest insights. Regular seminars are held presenting
students with our researchers’ latest findings. Y our research thesis is often linked to one of the research
projects of our faculty members, who play an active role in every individual's education, acting as mentors
and community builders.

Detailed programme

For adetailed programme, see the Prospectus. Please note that this guide appliesto the current academic
year, which means that the curriculum for next year may slightly differ.

Prof.dr. Gert Oostindie

Professor of Colonial and Postcolonia History


https://studiegids.leidenuniv.nl/s/0638

“The least any professor of History can do beyond simply teaching students the methods,
contents and ethics of the discipline isto help them reflect on why all of this might be helpful
for understanding not simply the past, but also the present. As a frequent contributor to the mass
medial feel historians have something substantial to add to public debates and in my teaching |
do attempt to stimulate my students to think about this, and to develop the requisite skills.”

Extra-curricular

Get the most out of your studies at Leiden University by taking part in our extracurricular activities.

Social and academic programme events

We want you to be part of the academic community that is formed by our staff. As a student you will be
invited to take part in our social and academic gatherings. Among those are gatherings where members of
staff present new research.

Studying abroad

Studying abroad is an option during your master in History. If you wish to take optional courses and/or write
your thesis abroad, Leiden University offers awide range of options for spending part of your studies
abroad. The International Office of the Faculty of Humanities will be able to help you make the right
decision for your time studying abroad.

Uhlenbeck scholar ship programme

For research master’ s students, the Faculty of Humanities has set up the Uhlenbeck scholarship programme.
If you would like to spend a period of time abroad for field work, research or a study exchange, you can
apply for a (supplementary) scholarship.

L eiden L eader ship Programme

Areyou interested in developing your leadership potential? The Leiden Leadership Programme (LLP) isan
Honours Programme specifically developed for ambitious master's students at Leiden University and the
Delft University of Technology who recognise the importance of leadership abilities. The LLP offersin-
depth training sessions, assessments, seminars, and the creation of a Personal Leadership Roadmap — afive-
year plan for reaching and developing your leadership potential.

Study at the Academy of Creative and Performing Arts

The Academy of the Creative and Performing Arts (ACPA) is aresearch institute and part of the Faculty of
Humanities. The ACPA offers education such as electives, and talent programmes such as the Practicum
Artium (PA), which gives you the opportunity to study photography, graphic design or drawing, and the



Practicum Musicae at the Roya Conservatoire The Hague, where you can study classical music, singing,
early music or jazz.
Find out more about ACPA.

Carear prospects

Create aworld of opportunities with a master's degree from Leiden University.

What our graduates do

PhD candidate at a university in England

PhD candidate at a Dutch university

Assistant publisher at a large publishing house

Online content specialist at a PR company

Project officer for video and audio-visual collections at a provincia archive
Policy officer at acity council

Researcher and teaching staff member at Leiden University
Communications advisor at a consultancy firm

Coordinating strategy advisor at aministry of security and justice

Curator at agalery

Your qualifications

As agraduate of the History (research) programme at Leiden University, you will be qualified to work as a
junior academic researcher — either in a semi-academic position or at a university. You will be able to solve
complex academic problems independently, critically and creatively, and report on these results with clarity
both in writing and verbally.

If you are interested in a career outside of academics you will discover that the depth and scope of the

research master in History allows you to successfully venture on a career in education, administration,
heritage, journalism, business, and many more.

Teacher qualification

If you are interested in a career in teaching, you can apply for the Dutch-taught teacher-training MA at the
ICLON Graduate School of Education after graduating from the master’ s programme. To be admitted, you
need to have a master’ s degree in the relevant discipline. Fluency in Dutch is mandatory, and additional
entry requirements may apply.

GijsDrejer

Graduated in Cities, Migration and Global Interdependence (Research MA History)



https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/humanities/academy-of-creative-and-performing-arts

“1 have just finished my Research MA with athesis on the establishment of the Ostend
Company, an eighteenth-century chartered company in what is nowadays Belgium, working
with archival sourcesin three different countries. | aso did an internship at the Huygens
Institute for Dutch History, where | worked on the resolutions of the States General, the early
modern Dutch Parliament. As aresult of the internship, | was offered ajob as ajunior researcher
in the same project for several months in the summer: a very nice opportunity to develop my
research skills even more!”

L ooking back with great pleasure

“In October 2017, | will start as a PhD candidate at the University of Exeter, in alarge
comparative research project on European economic and legal history. The skills devel oped
over the past two years in the Research MA have certainly added very much to my profilein
applying for a PhD position: applying theoretical frameworks on difficult problems, a strong
focus on difficult primary sources and presenting at conferences and symposia are exampl es of
those skills. | can honestly say | look back with great pleasure at my timein Leiden in this
Research MA!”

Career preparation

Find out how this programme exactly prepares you for your future career and check our career preparation
activities.

The research master’s programme in History at Leiden University aimsto equip you with arange of
important skills and knowledge that will help you achieve your personal career goals. Whichever your area
of expertise, you will have a broad and global context to your knowledge and critical-thinking skills that can
be applied to the most complex conceptual problems.

Many of our students choose to do an internship during their study. Internships are a great way to gain
invaluable first-hand experience in your area of interest before you decide on making it a career. In recent
years students from the research master’ s programme in History have been doing internships at the following
organisations:

Huygens Institute for the History of the Netherlands

KITLV (Roya Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies)
Dutch Embassy in Jakarta

Nederlands Instituut voor Militaire Historie

Netherlands Institute of International Relations Clingendael

Maritime Museum Rotterdam

Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Security and Justice

Our staff can help you identify both the career that is right for you, and the necessary steps to get you there.
Our team at Humanities Career Service provide al Leiden University humanities students with professional
advice and guidance on everything from internships and career planning to job applications. Humanities
Career Service also organises regular workshops on topics such as effective interview skills and creating a
successful CV.


https://careerzone.universiteitleiden.nl/en/career-services/humanities/career-advice-fgw/

The Humanities Career Service offers you various (online) workshops, webinars and info sessions. Check
our overview of career activities.

The Leiden University Career Zone is an online career portal that helps you to prepare for the job market.
Here you can find information, tools and tips to help you gain more personal insight, learn about the job
market, develop your application skills, plan your academic and professional career, find job vacancies and
discover what the Career Service can do for you.

Join the Mentor Network to contact alumni with experience on the labour market and ask them for advice.
More than 1200 alumni are happy to help youl!

Jelleon finding an internship via Leiden University's Mentor
Networ k

Due to the selected cookie settings, we cannot show this video here.

Watch the video on the original website or
Accept cookies

Admission and Application

We invite motivated students from around the world to apply for the Master of Artsin History (Research).
Admission requirements may vary per specialisation, please visit the specialisation of your interest to find
out more about the entry requirements.

Ancient History (research

Cities, Migration and Global Interdependence (research)
Colonia and Global History (research

Europe 1000-1800 (research)
Politics, Culture and National Identities, 1789 to the Present (research)

Student life

Your time at Leiden is about more than just studying. Some of your best experiences will stem from being a
part of our lively and diverse student community, as well as from life in the beautiful city of Leiden.

Welcome and orientation programme

In August and February each year, Leiden University hosts the English-language Orientation Week Leiden
(OWL), which welcomes both international and Dutch students. The OWL is an excellent way to get to
know L eiden University, the city, and other students.


https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/courses?cf=&faculty=humanities&category=career-and-apply-for-jobs
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/courses?cf=&faculty=humanities&category=career-and-apply-for-jobs
https://careerzone.universiteitleiden.nl/en/develop-your-skills/application-skills/networking/mentor-network/
https://careerzone.universiteitleiden.nl/en/career-services/humanities/career-advice-fgw/
https://careerzone.universiteitleiden.nl/en/develop-your-skills/application-skills/networking/mentor-network/
https://www.youtube.com/embed/ROL0rD22w88?rel=0&controls=0
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/ancient-history-research/admission-and-application/admission-requirements
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/cities-migration-and-global-interdependence-research/admission-and-application/admission-requirements
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/colonial-and-global-history-research/admission-and-application/admission-requirements
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/europe-1000-1800-research/admission-and-application/admission-requirements
/en/education/study-programmes/master/history-research/politics-culture-and-national-identities-research-1789-to-the-present-research/admission-and-application/admission-requirements
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/masters/student-life/leiden-student-city/introduction-week
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/masters/student-life/leiden-student-city/introduction-week

Lifein Leiden

Picturesque and the perfect size, Leiden isthe ideal place to spend your university days. The Faculty of
Humanitiesis located within the heart of the city, where dozens of cafes, shops and bars line its historic
laneways and leafy canals. Small enough to run into familiar faces, but big enough to keep offering surprises
—you will treasure your time at Leiden. And for adventures further afield, the major cities of The Hague and
Amsterdam are a short train ride away, along with Schiphol Airport, which isjust half an hour away by train.

Our study and student associations organise a huge variety of social, cultural, and study events to keep you
busy all year round. Y ou can aso join the University Sports Centre, which offers scheduled group sports and
fitness classes, amongst other activities.

The study associations related to History are:

® HSVL for al specidisations. Contact viainfo@dehsvl.nl.
* MVSL FHorisV for Europe 1000-1800. Contact via bestuur.msvlflorisv@gmail.com.

| nter national Student Associations

Leiden has several student organisations that specifically cater for international students. These associations
organise regular social events and activities that help create the strong sense of community that exists within
our international student body. The main two organisations are:

Erasmus Student Network Leiden (ESN)

ESN Leiden isaninternational student organisation which hosts arange of activities and programmes. They
also have abuddy programme which provides new students with the right support to assimilate into Leiden
and the university.

AEGEE Leiden

AEGEE is aleading European student association with sister organisations in over 40 countries across
Europe. AEGEE organises many activitiesin Leiden, from dinners and pool nights to boat trips and guest
lectures.

For an overview of al of our student associations, please visit our Student assocations page.

Humanities Master’ s Buddy Programme

The Humanities Master’ s Buddy Programme has been set up by the Faculty of Humanities to help all
students who are new to the university to integrate quickly and easily into university life. You will be
matched to a buddy who can help you out with your academic and practical questions. Additionally you will
be able to attend fun monthly activities and make friends from all over the world.

For more information about the Buddy Programme, please visit the Humanities Buddy Programme page.

| nformation activities

Get to know us through our online and in-person events for prospective students!


http://www.dehsvl.nl/
mailto:info@dehsvl.nl
https://www.facebook.com/groups/593947747454209/
mailto:bestuur.msvlflorisv@gmail.com
https://esn.org/
https://www.aegee-leiden.nl/english.html
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/masters/student-life/leiden-student-city/student-associations
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/exchange-study-abroad-students/your-studies/humanities/buddy-programme

Two speakers at the open day
Are you thinking about joining this Master's programme, and want to determine if it will be the right fit for
you? Below, you can browse the events that we have coming up, and sign up to experience Leiden

University and the programme for yourself. Alternatively, take alook at the Master Talks videos to find out
more about the programme or check out our virtual campus tours!

Upcoming events

Master's Open Days

The next Master's Open Day will take place on 16 February 2024. Y ou can aso still watch the recordings of
al the presentations from the last Online Open Days. The videos can be found on the Master Talks page.
Master Talks. Programme videos

On the Master Talks: programme videos platform you can find videos for each master’ s programme. This
includes a video which gives a short introduction to the programme. Y ou can also find the recording of the
Master's Online Open Days of 5-6 October and watch the programme presentation on the platform.

Get to know the campus


https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/events/extra/2024/02/masters-open-day-2024-16-february
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/masters/master-talks
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/masters/master-talks

Check out our virtual campus tours, filmed in 360 degrees — by dragging the video, you can look around at
the surroundings yourself. Below is the video recorded at the Humanities faculty, where most of your
lectures will take place; you can also view other 360 campus tours of the various university faculties here.

360 Campustour: the Humanities faculty

Due to the selected cookie settings, we cannot show this video here.

Watch the video on the original website or
Accept cookies

Contact

If you have a question, there are various ways to get in touch with us.

This website and our Frequently Asked Questions are the quickest ways to find an answer to many of your
guestions.

Questions about the Programme

Coordinator of studies
Email: mahistory @hum.leidenuniv.nl

Student ambassador
Merlevan Lier
Email: m.m.van.lier@umail.leidenuniv.nl

Questions about the application procedure, tuition fees and
scholar ships

Student Affairs Front Office
Phone: +31 (0)71 527 80 11
Email; Contact form

Or visit their website

Visiting address

Leiden: Plexus Student Centre

Kaiserstraat 25, ground floor

2311 GN Leiden

Monday to Friday between 11.00 and 16.00, Tuesday between 11.00 and 17.30.

Chat with a student

Do you have a question about student lifein Leiden, studying at Leiden University, or do you want more
information about the History master's programme? Chat with a current student for answers to your
guestions!


https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/masters/information-activities/virtual-tour
https://www.youtube.com/embed/awpra_GK1Gg?rel=0&rel=0&controls=0
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/faq
mailto:mahistory@hum.leidenuniv.nl
mailto:m.m.van.lier@umail.leidenuniv.nl
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/vr/faq/form/student-affairs-front-office?cf=humanities&cd=middle-eastern-studies-ba
https://www.student.universiteitleiden.nl/en/study--studying/guidance--advice/study-guidance-and-advisors/front-office-student-affairs/university/guest?cf=university&cd=guest
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