
 Short  C U R I C U L U M   V I T A E 

 

Fenna Hendrika Poletiek 

 

Languages:  

 Dutch and French (Native) 

 English (Fluent) 

 Spanish (Good)  

 German (Fair) 

 

Education: 

1967-1970  Primary school :  École Primaire Edmond Rostand ; Amiens, France 

1970-1975  High School :  Lycée d'État, Amiens, France 

1975    Gymnasium bêta, Drachten, NL 

1986 Master degree in Pyschology, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen 

Minor: Philosophy and Logic of Science 

Master thesis: Judging legal responsibility of mentally ill. Director: prof. dr 

W.K.B. Hofstee 

Internship 1: 'Depression and Unemployment'  research: director prof. dr W. 

Schaufeli 

Internship 2: Neuropsychology department of the University Hospital Groningen  

1992            PhD degree at the department of Methods in Psychology at the University of 

Amsterdam: A theoretical and empirical study on  hypothesis testing 

behaviour.: Director: prof. dr G. Mellenbergh 

 

Positions: 

1992-1993  Assistant professor at Tilburg University, Department of Humanities; teaching 

statistics and methods of research.  

1993-1995  Assistant professor at the University of Leiden; teaching cognitive psychology 

and decision making. 

1995-1997  Senior researcher at the National Institute for mental Health. Project on the 

Decision Strategies of Psychiatrists and Judges regarding Coercive 

Hospitalization of Mentally ill

1997-  Fellow of the Netherlands Royal Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW -

Koninklijke Nederlandse Akademie van Wetenschappen) Academy 



Researcher’s grant, at Leiden University on ‘Learning Complex Language 

Structure'.  

2003- Assistant professor at the Cognitive Psychology Unit. Leiden University. 

2019- Senior Investigator at the Max Planck Institute of Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen. 

Neuro- Biology of Language Group 

2019- Visiting Professor at the Institute of Neuroscience, Medical School, Newcastle 

University, UK.  

2016- Member of the scientific committee of the Institute of Psychology at Leiden 

University and Elected member of the University Council.  

 

Memberships: 

 Full member of the Psychonomic Society 

 Full member of the European Society for Cognitive Psychology 

 Full member of the Society Judgement and Decision making 

 Full member of the Netherlands Society for Psychonomics 

 Full member of the Graduate Research Institute of Experimental Psychology 

 

Fund raising and grants (+/ -  €1M)  

2020- Under review: Grant in the Open Competition funding Program 2020 NWO. 

€800.000 

2020- Grant from FNV (Dutch Federation of Unions. Research project on the 

behavioral effects of a Basic Income. €85.000 

2019- Personal travel and visit grants from The Institute of Neuroscience Newcastle, 

UK,  €6000  

2012-2018 Personal travel and short visit grants from the Max Planck Institute of 

Psycholinguistics. €20.000 

2003-2013 PhD project on Grammar induction from the Netherlands Organization for 

Scientific Research N W O PhD student:  Jun Lai. € 260.000 

 PhD project on Grammar induction, Internal Competition University  Leiden. 

 PhD student: Esther van den Bos. €260.000 

 PhD project on Legal decision making, University Leiden. In cooperation with 

the Meijers Institute for Legal Studies. PhD project.Not completed by student.  

€100.000 

1997-2002 Postdoc Fellowship of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences 

(KNAW), on Grammar Induction. €260.000 

1998 Publication grant NWO for the monography: ‘Hypothesis testing behaviour’ 



(published at Tailor & Francis, 2000, UK).   

 €10.000 

 

Awards: 

1989 ‘Top 3 best paper of 1988' of the Maandblad voor Geestelijke Volksgezondheid 

MGv.  

1998 ‘Schloessmann Award for outstanding research paper’, Max Planck Institute, 

Berlin. 

 

Other professional activities: 

2006-2013 Member of the National Experts group of Cognitive and Clinical Psychologists 

for Special Cases of Sexual Crime (Landelijke Expertise groep Bijzondere 

Zedenzaken) 

2004- Editor  of  ‘de Psycholoog’  

1987-1992 Editor of  `Psychologie en Maatschappij’ 

1990 Visit of the Laboratory for Decision Research, University of Chicago  

1994 Columnist of  ‘De Psycholoog’ 

 

 

Reviewing for: 

 Journals  

 Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology 

 Acta Psychologica 

 British Journal of Psychology 

 Journal of Behavioural Decision making 

 Cognition 

 Journal of Experimental Psychology 

 Journal of Psychology and Language 

 Journal of Experimental Psychology 

 N W O _ selection committees for personal VIDI grants (€800.000).  

 

Selected visits and invited lectures: 

2002  “Small group meeting on Cognition as Sampling”, Hosts: Prof. Dr   Peter Juslin 

and Prof. Dr Klaus Fiedler.  

2002  visit to Prof. Dr Peter Juslin, University of Umea, now at Uppsala  University, 

Sweden. 



2004   to Prof. Dr Nick Chater, Prof. of Cognitive and Decision Sciences, University 

College London-  

2006  to Prof. Dr Pierre Perruchet, Director CNRS laboratoire de Psychologie 

Cognitive, Université de Dijon, France 

2010  invited by Prof. Dr T. Fitch (“ ERP advanced grant” holder, University Vienna) 

for the workshop on new methods for studying recursion learning, at the Max 

Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics. Invitation funded by ERC.   

2012  Invited speaker in the Lorentz Center Workshop, on  Development in Childhood 

and Adolescence January 9-13, 2012, financed by the Lorentz Centre, Leiden.  

2013  Invited participant in workshop on Artificial Grammar Learning: Learnability, 

Complexity and Meaning, Tübingen, Germany  

2013  August-December:  Honorary Fellow at the Department of Psychology, 

Cognitive Neuroscience of Language Lab (Prof. M. McDonald and Prof. M. 

Seidenberg) at the University of Wisconsin, Wisconsin, USA 

2011-2015  (various periods of 2 to 4 months) Associate Researcher at the Max Planck 

Institute of Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen  

2015  Invited participant at the Lorentz Center Workshop (Organizers Prof. M. 

Christiansen, Cornel University; Dr Stefan Frank University Nijmegen; Dr. Karl 

Magnus Petersson, MPI, Nijmegen), on Reappraising the role of linear structure 

in language.  

2015  Invited Keynote lecture at the Workshop on language acquisition, Tübingen, 

University of Tübingen, 10 December 2015 

2016  3-months visit of prof dr Michael Frank, Stanford University, USA, Language 

and Cognition Lab.  

2018  Invited talk at SCALAB, University Lille, France 

2019  Invited presentation at MPI Leipzig, Germany, prof dr dr Angela Friederici 

2019  Invited lecture at the Institute of neuroscience, the Medical School, Newcastle 

University 

 

Educational Impact of Research: 

Research incorporated in international text books: 

- Groome (2015), Cognitive Psychology, New York: Routledge 

- Eysenk & Keane (2005) Cognitive Psychology, Hove: Psychology Press. 

My research (Poletiek, 1996) is a Key Experiment in the Special Course 

Materials (“Simulated Key Experiment”) associated with the Eysenk & Keane 

text book. 



- Decision Making, Newell et al, 2015. Advisor and reviewer for the second 

edition (2015).   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 


