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1. What do we mean by inequality?

• Inequality refers to the 
phenomenon of unequal and/or 
unjust distribution of resources 
and opportunities among 
members of a given society (Sin Yi 
Koh 2020).

• Distribution: who gets what and how 
much of it?

• Resources: money, infrastructure, 
natural assets (e.g. water, land)

• Opportunities: possibilities to 
achieve/obtain/become something 
(e.g. education, jobs)



2. Inequality as unequal distribution of money

Income inequality between countries Income (in)equality within countries



2. Inequality as unequal distribution of money

Example 1. Oxfam Report (January 2022):

• Since the beginning of the Covid-19 crisis, the …

• wealth of the world’s 10 richest men has doubled;

• incomes of 99% of people have worsened

• Inequality kills because:

– Highest share of Covid deaths are poor people

– Vaccines are unevenly distributed around the world

– Healthcare is worst in low and middle income countries

• Solutions:

– Tax (billionaire) wealth

– Invest in high quality public (health) services for all   



2. Inequality as unequal distribution of money

Example 2. CPB Report (March 2022): 

• ‘Inequality and redistribution’

• ‘Strongest shoulders do not carry heaviest 

burden’

• Richest 1% pay 50% less tax than high and 

middle incomes

• Poorest have a relatively higher tax burden

• Proposed solution: reform tax system



3. Inequality as unequal distribution of opportunities

Sustainable Development Goals: Adopted by the United Nations in 2015, to be achieved by 2030



Example research Philippines: Agta children going to school





4. Patterns of inequality



4. Patterns of inequality

Spatial patterns of inequality

• The “north” and the “global south”

• Rural-urban

• Suburb - City centre

• …

And within these spaces!

Changeable over time!

Kya Sands, Johannesburg, South Africa (Johny Miller, 2016)

Mumbai, India (Johny Miller, 2016)



4. Patterns of inequality

Social patterns of inequality

• Race/ethnicity

• Class/caste

• Gender

• Religion

• Age

• Sexuality

• Health

• …

Question for the workgroup: 

Can you think of examples in which 

these spatial and social patterns of 

inequality overlap, or even reinforce 

each other? 

Why do you think this is the case?



5. What is the role of development sociology and 

cultural anthropology?

We study:

• the causes of inequality

• the consequences of inequality

• initiatives to tackle inequality

We do this:  

• at global, regional, country, city, 

neighbourhood, village, group level 

(emphasis Development Sociology)

• from the perspective of individual

people all over the world: what does 

inequality mean in  people’s everyday

lives? (emphasis Cultural Anthropology)



5. What is the role of development sociology and 

cultural anthropology?

We use our insights to:

• Critically reflect on society

• Critically reflect on policy

• Contribute to improved policy 

formulation and implementation

• And … educate a new generation of 

driven people who will contribute to a 

more equal world


