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About this document
This is a descriptive bibliography of some of the relevant literature pertaining to the Food Citizens?
project, made available as a resource for those interested in the subject areas of urban gardening,
farmers’ markets, CSAs, and food policy councils, as well as the anthropology of citizenship. This
is not an exhaustive list of literature, but rather an overview of key publications useful to consider,
most of which have extensive bibliographies of their own worth reviewing.
Do not directly quote from this document.
Although care has been taken in preparing it, page numbers and quotations may be inaccurate on
occasion. Thus, if one is interested in quoting specific authors listed here, one should consult the
original publication.
Finally, some amount of tagging has been undertaken. The first page has an abbreviations key, and
so if one is interested in ‘food safety’, one may search for #FS for articles mentioning this concept.
This tagging is not exhaustive, and may be updated at a later date.
Happy researching.
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Abbriviations
AFN: Alternative food networks
B: Background
CO: Consumption, consumers
CP: Cooperatives
CSA: Community supported agriculture
CTA: Citizenship theory anthropology
DNL: Domesticating neoliberalism
EC: Ethical consumption
EE: Eastern Europe
EFR: EU food regulations
EN: Enskillment
ES: Entrepreneurship
FC: Food citizenship
FCN: Food citizenship networks
FJ: Food justice
FM: Food movements
FMK: Farmers markets
FP: Food as politics
FR: Freegans
FS: Food safety
FT: Fair trade
GA: Garden allotments
GI: Geographical indications
GP: Governmentality lit., government + power
GR: Gardening
H: History
IE: Informal economy
ILF: Illicit food
IT: Italy
ME: Moral economy
ML: Marketing local
NL: Netherlands
PL: Poland
PY: precarity
OR: Organic
QU: Quality, definitions of, contestation
SC: Scaling up
SF: Slow Food
SM: Social media
SP: Social protest
SSR: State-society relations
SU: Sustainability
TR: Trust
UA: Urban anthropology
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WE: Western Europe

Adams, M. and J. Raisborough. 2010. Making a difference: ethical consumption and
the everyday. The British Journal of Sociology 61(2), 256–274.
Tags: #B, #CO, #FMK, #FT
Abstract: ‘we explore how ‘ethical’ opportunities such as the consumption of Fairtrade products
are recognized, experienced and taken-up in the everyday. The ‘everyday’ is approached here via
a specially commissioned Mass Observation directive, a volunteer panel of correspondents in the
UK. Our on-going thematic analysis of their autobiographical accounts aims to explore a complex
unevenness in the ways ‘ordinary’ people experience and negotiate calls to enact their ethical
agency through consumption. Situating ethical consumption, moral obligation and choice in the
everyday is, we argue, important if we are to avoid both over-exaggerating the reflexive and selfconscious sensibilities involved in ethical consumption, and, adhering to a reductive understanding
of ethical self-expression’ (p. 256).
- Growth of Fair Trade market.
- Problematizes the notion of the ethical consumer.
- Problematizes the relationship between ethics and consumption in everyday practice by
expounding on cases of individuals in the UK that they interviewed.
- Summarizes what respondents had to say about ethics and consumption decisions.
- Understanding about what goes into such buying decisions.
- Interviews also revealed how certain terms are used as shorthand for one another and mix up
meanings and values.
Meaningful quote:
‘That the correspondents also referred to the ‘ethical’ in terms of the ‘local’ works to disrupt any
formulation linking the ‘good choices’ here with the livelihood of a producer ‘over there’ – ‘distant
or absent others’. While a sense of fairness resounded through many accounts, there was a keen
sense that commitment to a distant other should be matched, or secondary, to a commitment to
producers ‘closer to home’. As we have discussed above, a number of respondents negotiated the
dilemmas of ‘doing good’ by shopping ‘closer to home’ and ‘doing good’ by buying labelled
Fairtrade goods, usually produced, in part at least, at some distance from the point of consumption.
Thus once the activity of consuming ethically becomes a heuristic, qualified by scepticism, jostling
amongst competing demands such as ‘the local’, its level of importance as a ‘dimension of
meaningful activity’ takes on a protean relativity to the psycho-social context in which
consumption takes place’ (p. 271).
Aistara, G. A. 2009. Maps from Space: Latvian Organic Farmers Negotiate their Place in
the European Union. Sociologia Ruralis 49(2), 132–150.
Tags: #EE, #EFR, #IE, #OR, #SSR
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- Argues that adopting EU regulations that are ostensibly to modernize post-socialist agricultural
sectors have the unintended consequence of creating more problems for small producers that
ultimately hinders the sector’s development.
- Argument: ‘…this dispute over the new maps and payments demonstrates the complexities of
EU accession for the residents of new EU member states, revealing unintended consequences of
the implementation of European policies in post-socialist contexts and reflecting tensions between
local practices, national ideals and competing ideas of Europe’ (p. 133).
- Result: ‘disputes over farm boundaries, cultural landscapes, good agricultural practices and
regional power dynamics. Farmers whose land area had been changed along with the change in
technology were deemed to be in breach of their support payment agreements and had to repay the
difference, leaving many disillusioned with the EU and considering withdrawal from the organic
agriculture support programme’. This article is also interesting because it shows how farmers
perceive agricultural landscapes differently than bureaucrats. That is to say, these ‘‘maps from
space’ challenge farmers’ place-based knowledge and national imaginaries of agricultural
landscapes. On a broader level, this conflict reflects the tensions between the imagined ‘return to
Europe’ and the reality of Europe as a political and bureaucratic space’ (p. 132).
- Investigates the support program for organic agriculture.
- Disputes arise over land designated for organic production, and these disputes are rooted to
Latvia’s recent history of foreign domination.
- The power center has been transferred from one distant country to another.
- Look at the implementation of GIS maps that create aerial photos that are used to then administer
EU financial support for farmers.
- Farmers are struggling with EU legislation on organic agricultural production.
- There are disputes over new EU maps and payments, and a tension 'between local practices,
national ideals and competing ideas of Europe'.
- Focuses on space, place, and landscape as historical records of culture.
- Natural grazing for cattle is given as an example of how farmers are trying to restore ecosystems,
but they have problems with regulations over trees and bushes.
- Disputes over subsidy-eligible land reflects history of foreign domination over land in general.
GIS maps challenge farmers’ knowledge of their farming landscape. This conflict is part of a
greater struggle over what returning to Europe means in reality.
- Reveals conflicts over definitions of organic and ‘good farming’ between farmers and
legislators/EU.
- Issue of trust became apparent in the sense of farmers’ lack of trust in bureaucratic system and
EU policies because of experience with Soviet government institutions.
- Feeling of powerlessness amongst farmers because do not understand technologies measuring
their farmland and determining their access to resources.
Aistara, G. A. 2014. Actually existing tomatoes: politics of memory, variety, and empire in
Latvian struggles over seeds. Focaal — Journal of Global and Historical Anthropology 69,
12-27.
Tags: #DNL, #EE, #EFR, #FC, #GP, #IE, #ILF, #ML, #SSR
- Explores ‘the cultural memories embedded in the contested tomato seeds and how they contribute
to an intertwined imaginary of the Latvian landscape idyll with a Soviet sociality’ (abstract).

5

- ‘For people, seeds and plants can be the embodied memories of home and a marker of tradition’
(p. 12).
- Analyses the conflict through the rubric of Foucault to cast light on how the EU is changing
Latvian farming through the regulation of old seed varietals.
- Question: If EU seed laws are a ‘tactic of empire’ then: ‘how might we study the implementation
of EU seed laws on the new European periphery as a tactic of empire? How does it mirror previous
techniques of classification and control? And how have actors negotiated the complicated
relationships between cultural memories embodied in seeds, the bureaucratic and scientific
definitions of varieties, and their economic value?’ (p. 14).
- Ethnographic examples on seed collection practices confronting EU regulations on seed varietals.
Argued to be reflective of Latvia’s geopolitical position between the EU and Russia.
- Foucault deployed to argue that: ‘Categorization and registration are techniques of discipline
through which power circulates (Foucault 1980), and the naming and categorization of plants has
long been associated with empire (Bonneiul 2002; Kloppenburg 1988; Prat 1992)’ (p. 13). Issue
of categories and ‘new technologies of power through the construction of new types of knowledge,
such as the science of taxonomy as a classificatory project’.
- Argues that ‘the denial on legal grounds of a great number of these varieties delegitimizes the
memories and the social pasts they represent’ (p. 14).
- Yet the conflict also revealed how political reconfigurations have placed both tomatoes and actors
in sometimes surprising positions: State Plant Protection Agency official declaring that certain
tomato varieties ‘have never actually existed’ and patrolling border infringements to protect the
European common market; Latvian elderly gardeners defending Soviet tomatoes as a national
project; public breeders taking their breeding activities underground; and farmers continuing to
sell contraband throughout’’ (p. 14).
- She explores the symbolic importance of seeds as reflecting the trade history of the region,
‘Soviet community spirit’, collectivization memories, nostalgia for social support/exchange, even
if selective memories.
Alkon, A. H. 2012. The Socio-Nature of Local Organic Food. Antipode 45(3), 663–680.
Tags: #FMK, #FP
Ethnographic and interview methods in north Berkeley, California at farmers’ markets. Draws on
sustainable agriculture literature.
Argument that: Local food movement only has a limited understanding of co-production.
Summarizes what may be a useful idea here: ‘The concept of socio-nature asserts that social
relations are inherently ecological and that ecological relations are inherently social’ (p. 663).
- The article ‘explores how co-production is understood by actors working to create sustainable
food systems. This question is theoretically important because it moves beyond a research agenda
focused on the existence of socio-nature and calls for it to examine the political effects of culturally
available narratives of co-production’ (p. 664).
- Important insight: ‘Supporters tend to portray local organic food as co-produced by society and
nature. Because they see local organic food as nature, supporters advocate for it through a
discourse that borrows heavily from the language through which environmentalists advocate for
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the preservation of wilderness, particularly themes of beauty and biodiversity. And yet, by
simultaneously emphasizing the hard work required by farmers to produce food, movement
supporters recognize local organic food as a product not only of nature but of human labor. This
understanding of co-production fosters the creation of a politics that weds improved ecological
health to the betterment of human society. It brings the place to be preserved out of the wilderness
and into the farms, homes and bodies where human life takes place. This spatial shift facilitates a
stronger connection between the environmental politics of various food movements and advocacy
for environmental justice that prioritizes the places where ecological processes are more
immediately intertwined with human health disparities’ (p. 675).
- The author brings out important limits to consumers’ understandings of producers, despite the
premise that such face-to-face interaction should tear down those limits.
- Farm labor issue that supporters of local organic food ‘incorporate the labor of farmers into their
understanding of co-production, which orients their environmental sensibilities toward populated
landscapes and human communities. However, many of the discourses and practices held by
supporters of local organic food make the contributions of farmworkers, and the tremendous
struggles they face, even more invisible than they are in industrial agriculture. Again because of
the privileged position generally held by supporters of local organic food, they emphasize those
aspects of socio-nature that best reflect their middle-class sensibilities and desires. Recognizing
that food is co-produced does not automatically orient them towards a deeper investigation of the
labor involved, which would reveal a far less utopian vision of local organic agriculture. However,
a food movement that advocated for more equitable labor relations might replace the utopian quest
for alternatives with a more direct analysis of power. Such a move would require a reflexive
discussion of what kind of agricultural landscapes should be produced, by whom, and for whose
benefit. One could imagine answers to these questions that diverge widely from the abovedescribed responses, particularly on issues of pesticide drift and its health consequences (Harrison
2011)’ (p. 676-77).
Anjaria, J. S. 2011. Ordinary states: everyday corruption and the politics of space in
Mumbai. American Ethnologist 38(1), 58-72.
Tags: #CTZ, #SSR
This article looks at the daily practices of illegal street vendors (hawkers) in Mumbai, India, and
how they negotiate their understanding of citizenship in urban space.
- Shows how citizenship may be conceptualized spatially, in that illegal Indian street hawkers can
lay claim to citizenship by virtue of occupying public spaces. Although they violate the law in
their daily practices, they also challenge the behavior of state officials cracking down on them as
immoral and illegal. State employees also violate the law in their interactions with these hawkers,
which hawkers find ironic. Hawkers must pay state officials to turn a blind eye to their illegal
business activities, which means that state authorities are participating in a system of corruption,
while simultaneously issuing fines to hawkers for law violation.
- Shows through ethnographic examples how citizenship becomes a moral project.
- The process of engagement with state institutions and individual persons is part of the making of
citizenship for these street hawkers.
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- Engages with Foucauldian themes of disciplinary power. It has some insights about how power
‘works’ (p. 64).
- The hawkers work in an ambiguous space, as they can have permits. Thus, state laws may be
contradictory and that law is an evolutionary being that grows with society and thus new forms of
citizenship or citizenship practice may fall outside of the law because the law has not had time to
catch up with social progress.
- Experience of the state: not so much ‘an extension of disciplinary power’ as a ‘locus for the
negotiation and legitimation of spatial claims’. (p. 58).
- Practices of citizenship in the city.
- Hawkers engage with the state and experience extortion/violence, but also hold onto hope that
the state is a source of justice.
- People make meaning from encounters with the state, and political imaginaries emerge.
‘I show how the state is experienced less as an extension of disciplinary power than as a locus for
the negotiation and legitimation of spatial claims—claims that, ironically, are often ignored in
formal institutional contexts in the city. Although, in a formal sense, arrangements such as those
described above represent “a failure of governance” (Chandavarkar 2007:443), I argue that they
are better understood as ordinary spaces of negotiation that significantly shape the practices of
citizenship and politics in the city’. (p. 58)
‘For instance, although it is no secret that nearly all of Mumbai’s hawkers operate without the
required license, they often speak of the state’s responsibility to abide by the law in its dealings
with them; although Mumbai hawkers regularly experience persistent extortion demands as well
as overt violence at the hands of the police and municipality, they also see the state as a locus of
hope and potential source of justice; although their claims to city space are legitimized through
daily, if unofficial, negotiations with state functionaries, hawkers and their representatives make
simultaneous political claims in formal juridical realms; and, finally, although elite discourses
portray hawkers as interlopers on an idealized urban landscape characterized by segregation of
activities and efficiency of movement, hawkers at times urge the state to develop a more thorough
regulatory regime governing the use of urban space. Rather than represent a failure to see the
embeddedness of power in the formal institutions of society, these contradictory positions reflect
diverse negotiations with power and demonstrate the need for the careful study of how people
make meaning from encounters with the state’. (p. 59)
‘Less well studied is how people make meaning of these practices and what forms of citizenship
or political imaginaries might emerge—although not solely as a product of or in resistance to but
simultaneously with—these tactics. Taking the lived experience of the state as a starting point thus
complements and elaborates on these studies by showing power as something that works more
through moments of contingency than through a systematic rationality of rule. What matters, in
other words, is not only the strategies of governance but also how people inhabit them’ (p. 64).
‘In this way, drawing from a broader logic of occupancy, citizenship, and materiality, in which the
possession of paper proving continuous physical presence, even if illegal, confers considerable
legal and symbolic power, hawkers understood the pautis to be official recognition of their illegal
use of the street— a view that, remarkably, the courts affirmed, if not considered valid, in the
decision itself. Finally, recognizing that this specific evidence of the law’s transgression conferred
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legitimacy to hawkers’ claims over public space, Bombay High Court ruled in 1998, at the urging
of civic activists, that for the municipality to effectively regulate hawkers, ironically, it must stop
fining them (Indian Express 1999)’ (p. 64).
‘In light of the varied subjectivities people bring to state encounters, appeals such as Hansen’s for
“equal citizenship” (2001:234) and the “upholding [of] a rule of law” (2001:234), with the
assumption that, on their own, such models will enlarge democratic participation, are an
insufficient recourse. Perhaps assertion of political claims based on premises other than universal
citizenship—even those based on moral assertions or nuisance—reflect possibilities for new kinds
of citizenship arrangements that exceed those delimited by a formal civil society framework. In
this context, one might understand the informal arrangements negotiated by the protestors and the
BMC staff as hawkers’ acquisition of legitimacy for their extralegal claims to livelihood, just as,
in a separate instance, Prasad’s charismatic power enabled him to secure hawkers’ claims to urban
space’. (p. 68)
Barthel, S., J. Parker, and H. Ernstson. 2015. Food and Green Space in Cities: A
Resilience Lens on Gardens and Urban Environmental Movements. Urban Studies 52(7),
1321–1338.
Tags: #UA, #GA, #H
- Urban gardens in Stockholm, Sweden.
- Addresses urban gardens in Europe in general, social memory (p. 5), and collectively improving
urban gardens (p. 6).
- The authors examine ‘the role played by urban gardens during historical collapses in urban food
supply lines and identifies the social processes required to protect two critical elements of urban
food production during times of crisis—open green spaces and the collective memory of how to
grow food’ (p. 1).
- Investigates how to sustainably govern urban areas with the goal of food security, particularly in
times of crisis.
- Details in particular how such gardens act as ‘conduits for transmitting collective socialecological memories of food production; and, discussing roles and strategies of urban
environmental movements for protecting urban green space’ (p. 1).
- Gives detailed history of allotment gardens in Europe and importance during war and food crises.
- Investigates the success of allotment garden movement in post-WWW San Francisco. Attributes
this to:
‘the emergence of a core– periphery social network structure among these civic organisations
which engendered network-level mechanisms of protection (Ernstson et al., 2008; Ernstson, 2011).
This network structure had a nucleus of six civic organisations. These tightly networked activists
quickly learned laws, regulations and how to intervene effectively in the planning process,
enlisting lawyers, landscape architects and journalists. Political connections allowed them to detect
exploitation plans early in the planning process and rally effectively against them. Peripheral
organisations such as allotment gardeners, boating clubs, scouts, horse riding and ornithological
clubs served as monitors for smaller threats such as parking lot construction. Their information
was then transmitted to the more influential core organisations that were better able to affect
protection. The second factor was the articulation and framing of a ‘protective’ narrative around
the green areas which expressed their values (Ernstson and Sorlin, 2009)’ (p. 9).
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Bellows, A. C. 2004. One hundred years of allotment gardens in Poland. Food and
Foodways 12(4), 247–276.
Tags: #B, #GA, #PL, #UA, #H
- Poland specific data.
- Historical material and references to legal codes about urban and community gardening from the
socialist era to the present.
- ‘Collectively, Polish allotment gardeners represent the largest land managers or users in Poland.
Policies that today dedicate the use of this often prime city space reflect a history of social stability
that spans the political and economic transformations of the 19th, 20th, and earliest 21st centuries.
In 1997, the gardeners celebrated 100 years of formalized urban allotment food production that is
rooted in Poland’s agrarian past and efforts to move rural labor into urban settings without an
infrastructure to meet their basic needs. Poland’s allotment garden arrangement provides an
important, though fraught, model for food security and urban open space policy. The system
combines local and national government policy, administration and management by a nongovernmental organization (NGO), and deeded private use by individual gardeners. Today this
arrangement produces ongoing tension among the stakeholders and a contentious, even healthy,
debate about the private and public uses of urban land’ (p. 247).
- GAs are not altruistic, but instead are tools to ‘augment social stability’ (p. 248). Such policies
specifically target female labor.
- Allotments are for: household consumption, sharing, and bartering.
- Policy may restrict selling of produce.
- Useful list of allotment garden terminology.
- It outlines the industrialization of Poland prior to WWI.
- Gardens contributed to food security.
- Gardens contributed to the gendered division of labor.
- Lists organizations related to allotment gardening.
- Interwar period gardening is summarized (p. 255-6), followed by the communist era (p. 256+).
- The legislation governing allotments is detailed, including the limits per family.
- The values around allotments is discussed during communism, including nutrition, efficiency in
production, and rest/relaxation (p. 258).
- Notes that allotments could be seized if they were not utilized, and sometimes bartering/selling
surplus produce was encouraged because of the goal of household sustenance (p. 258).
- However, by the 1970s, there was a ‘persistent food shortage’ because of economic decline (p.
259).
- There is some discussion about allotment gardening as a subversive act in the 1970-80s period,
as a ‘subtle nationalist resistance against the external Soviet domination of the Polish state’, where
food knowledge constituted the preservation of national tradition (to paraphrase).
- She characterizes one story from the period as one of a family growing ‘subversive potatoes’
because this particular potato varietal was discouraged by the state to grow, and so the family had
to cut its red flowers daily to hide the fact that they were growing it (p. 259-60).
- The article details the change in government support for AGs, the laws changing over time…
- P.263+ is post-socialist era.
- There were constitutional challenges to AG legislation surrounding the situations in which the
government is able to seize parcels and the methods of reimbursement (p. 267).
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Besky, S. 2013. The labor of terroir and the terroir of labor: Geographical Indication and
Darjeeling tea plantations. Agriculture and Human Values 31(1), 83–96.
Tags: #GI, #ML, #PY, #H
- Invention of tradition, political economic critiques of terroir, GI, and food labeling (p. 87).
- Details the branding and making Darjeeling into a GI (p. 88).
- Heritage tourism and performing terroir. (P. 91-2)
- Overview of GI and the concept of terroir, including its origin.
- Details the contestation over the product’s definition, and the roles of various bureaucratic actors
including the state in defining it.
- Author contrasts this study with other recent works on terroir products.
- Goes into ‘taste of place literature.
- Motivations for GI/terroir definitions.
- Highlights how an industrial product can become a GI product through marketing.
- Looks at discourses of planters, laborers, and marketers.
- Highlights ‘the work of protection and perception that this legal and market distinction performs’.
- Issue of protecting a product from imitation, protecting Indian national economic interests.
- Marketing tried to reshape ‘how consumers understood the taste of Darjeeling tea’ by asserting
it has a terroir that reflects the environmental characteristics of the region and the people picking
the leaves.
- Goodness of food appeal to social values in general.
- ‘In the case of Darjeeling, the values of terroir were assigned to ongoing productive practices,
rendering field labor into traditional knowledge’.
- Points out that GIs don’t protect the small farmers the program claims to be helping.
- Discusses idea of an ‘agrarian imaginary’.
Good quotes:
“In 1999, Darjeeling tea became India’s first Geographical Indication (GI). GI has proliferated
worldwide as a legal protection for foods with terroir, or ‘‘taste of place,’’ a concept most often
associated with artisan foods produced by small farmers in specific regions of the Global North.
GI gives market protection to terroir in an increasingly homogenous food system. This article asks
how Darjeeling tea, grown in an industrial plantation system rooted in British colonialism, has
become convincingly associated with artisan GIs such as Champagne, Cognac, and Roquefort. The
answer lies in a conceptual dyad that frames how British colonial officials, the Indian state, and
international consumers have understood Darjeeling and its signature commodity. Since the
colonial era, these actors have conceived Darjeeling as both an idyllic ‘‘garden’’ space and an
industrial ‘‘plantation’’ space. As I show through an analysis of GI marketing materials and
interviews with planters, pluckers, and consumers, this dyad maps in surprising ways onto labor
relations. While planters’ and marketers’ discourses tend to emphasize the ‘‘garden,’’ laborers’
investment in GI lies primarily in an active—if also ambivalent—embrace of the plantation,
encapsulated in the Nepali word ‘‘kaman.’’” (Abstract).
“This was one of the first of many encounters I had with such Darjeeling tea advertisements,
which the Tea Board of India, the government regulator of the tea industry, distributed. The
advertisements were part of the Tea Board’s efforts to market Darjeeling’s ‘‘Geographical
Indication,’’ or GI, an international legal distinction that protects Darjeeling tea as the ‘‘intellectual
property’’ of the Indian government. In a global market that is calling for locally sourced, socially
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responsible, and environmentally friendly commodities, Darjeeling tea planters and the Tea Board
looked to GI to distinguish their product from other Indian, African, and blended teas on the
market.” (P. 84)
“The analysis of GI in this article highlights the work of protection and perception that this legal
and market distinction performs. GI’s supporters in India claimed that it protected Darjeeling tea
from imitation; that it protected a unique agricultural landscape and the people who worked in it
from being engulfed by competition in an undifferentiated marketplace; and that it protected Indian
national economic interests by differentiating Indian tea from other varieties. At the level of
perception, GI sought to reshape how consumers understood the taste of Darjeeling tea. GI asserted
that Darjeeling had a terroir. Descriptions of the environment of Darjeeling—the rainfall, the
altitude, the humidity, and the ‘‘magical’’ fingers of local women tea workers— defined that
terroir.” (P. 85)
“As Weiss (2011) showed in an anthropological study of ‘‘local’’ ‘‘heritage’’ pork, consumers
must learn the taste of place.” (P. 86)
“As Paxson (2006, 2012) notes, what makes farmstead cheeses and other terroir products taste
good is related to the values embedded in explanations for why these cheeses are ‘‘good to make.’’
Such explanations of goodness and appeals to social values, as Weiss (2011) shows, appear in the
repeated and highly structured way in which consumers and sellers learn about the foods they
exchange. Paxson describes the attempts by cheesemakers in Vermont and Wisconsin to ‘‘reverse
engineer’’ terroir: to devise strategies for making cheese that seemed compatible with particular
environmental conditions. This required developing particular cheesemaking ‘‘skills’’ or ‘‘placemaking practices’’ (Paxson 2010, p. 453). Most terroir products, however, are not reverse
engineered. In the case of Darjeeling, the values of terroir were assigned to ongoing productive
practices, rendering field labor into traditional knowledge.” (P. 86)
“GI and its attendant terroir discourse thus often fail to protect the small farmers they claim to be
helping, and in the case of industrial crops, perceptions of terroir underwritten by labels may
occlude labor conditions altogether (Guy 2011). Elsewhere, Guthman (2004) has argued that
‘‘local food’’ and organic movements create an ‘‘agrarian imaginary’’ of farm labor that does not
hold up to empirical scrutiny and elides rather than addresses the inequalities that persist at all
levels of the food system. This critique is important for understanding how GI becomes a legitimate
label for former colonial crops, such as Darjeeling tea, that are grown and processed under
conditions that have changed little since the colonial era.” (P. 87)
Besky, S. 2008. Can a Plantation be Fair? Paradoxes and Possibilities in Fair Trade
Darjeeling Tea Certification. Anthropology of Work Review 29(1), 1–9.
Tags: #FT, #GP, #ME
- Problematizes Fair Trade in the field of Darjeeling tea.
- Investigates the roles of institutional actors in defining FT, probing into their contradictions and
complementarities.
- Explores the cleavages between two legal frameworks: the Plantations Labour Act and TransFair
USA’s fair trade standards.
- FT makes claims about social justice and workers’ empowerment.
- Points out that the meaning and experience of fairness varies by locale.
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- Argues: ‘by reinforcing neoliberal logic, fair trade undermines the state, which has maintained
the responsibility of regulating the treatment of workers on plantations. Certification often leads
to the dissolution of unions, which are regarded as a barrier to trade’.
- FT regulations are abstract, reinforce neoliberal logic, and undermine the state.
- Issue of protecting workers on plantations: state regulates their treatment, but there is also a role
for unions and labor law in enforcing social justice and workers’ rights.
- FT certification system do not treat unions well. Neoliberal framework that sees unions as a
barrier to trade.
- The US-based FT certifier does not require union presence/participation.
- FT relies on transnational non-governmental certifiers and ‘universal notions of social justice and
individual rights through “direct trade”’ which is reflective of a neoliberal framework. This is
interesting because FT certification started with agricultural cooperatives (coffee, cocoa, mango,
and rice).
“This paper explores interactions between the Indian government’s colonially inspired Plantations
Labour Act and TransFair USA’s fair trade standards. Although fair trade makes claims to
universalistic notions of social justice and workers’ empowerment, what ‘‘fairness’’ means and
how it is experienced varies by locale. In this paper, I discuss how state laws and fair trade
certification agencies complement and contradict each other on Darjeeling tea plantations. I argue
that by reinforcing neoliberal logic, fair trade undermines the state, which has maintained the
responsibility of regulating the treatment of workers on plantations. Certification often leads to the
dissolution of unions, which are regarded as a barrier to trade.” (Abstract)
“I argue that fair trade regulations are too abstract to be able to account for the roles of local
institutions that bolster workers’ rights. By reinforcing neoliberal logic, fair trade undermines the
state, which has maintained the responsibility for regulating the treatment of workers on
plantations. In India, the complementary role of unions and labor law in maintaining social justice
is important for the regulation of workers’ rights.” (P. 1)
“The treatment of unions in fair trade certification is congruent with the logic of neoliberal
economics, which desires to dissolve them as a barrier to trade. The largest fair trade certifier in
the United States is TransFair USA. These standards, in contrast to the Plantations Labour Act, do
not require the presence of unions.” (P. 2)
“Fair trade, with its reliance on transnational non-governmental certifiers and its emphasis on
universal notions of social justice and individual rights through ‘‘direct trade,’’ reflects many of
the philosophical tenets of neoliberal economics.” (P. 3)
“Fair trade certification in the United States started with coffee cooperatives and quickly expanded
to encompass cocoa, mango, and rice cooperatives as well as tea and banana cooperatives and
plantations.” (P. 3)
Bilewicz, A. and R. Śpiewak. 2015. Enclaves of activism and taste: Consumer
cooperatives in Poland as alternative food networks. Socio.Hu (special issue 3), 145–
166.
Tags: #PL, #CO, #CP, #EE, #AFN
- This article analyzes newly established consumer cooperatives in Poland.
- Data on the structure, functions, embedded values and motivations of participants of consumer
cooperatives.
- It outlines the history of modern cooperatives, including names of active ones.
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- It addresses class and cooperation problems.
- It makes use of AFN literature to frame the research.
- Polish coops are ‘usually small, informal groups with a structure and ideology similar to the
Western “new cooperativism” movement’ (p. 149).
- Cooperatives bypass middlemen to allow high quality food cheaper.
- A major motivation for members is ‘disappointment with the hegemonic food system’ (p. 149).
- Important insight: ‘Additionally, many people living in cities still have relatives in rural areas
who provide them with quality food. As Sikorska’s extensive research (2013) has shown, in 2011,
similarly to previous years, half of the farmers sold their produce directly on local markets or to
their neighbours or family members. According to the author, it is a consequence of dispersal of
agricultural products on in Poland. These producer-consumer networks were especially popular
during the socialist period due to frequent problems with the provisioning of shops’ (p. 151).
- Delineation of different types of cooperatives (p. 153+) and compare them (p. 155-7):
- Activist cooperatives: anticapitalist, alternative lifestyle, grassroots, non-hierarchical,
redistributive, and have ‘communal funds’ (p. 153).
- Consumer-oriented cooperatives: often young mothers buying food from farmers, different
structure and values embedded, organized on Facebook sometimes (p. 154).
- Addresses problems of cooperatives and enclave character of them (p. 161).
Bos, E. and L. Owen. 2016. Virtual reconnection: The online spaces of alternative food
networks in England. Journal of Rural Studies 45(C), 1–14.
Tags: #AFN, #B
- Deals specifically with on-line AFNs, and how this virtual connectivity changes the qualities of
AFNs.
- Methodology, including what methods are accepted practice for research involving online space
(p. 4-5).
Bryła, P. 2016. Organic food consumption in Poland: Motives and barriers. Appetite
105(C), 737–746.
Tags: #PL, #OR, #CO
- A sociological analysis of 1,000 Polish organic food consumers.
- Explains their perceptions of organic food and why they buy it.
Bubinas, K. 2011. Farmers Markets in the Post-Industrial City. City & Society 23(2), 154–
172.
Tags: #FMK, #FP, #CO, #ES
- Farmers’ markets are problematized as a class-based response of asserting control over local
economies (p. 154).
- Coins the term ‘femivores’: educated, middle-class baby-boomer women who are opting out of
the mainstream food culture (p. 154).
- Focuses on how class consciousness tied to economic behavior can arise from the context of
farmers’ market engagement in the American midwest.
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- Points out that in the USA, farmers’ markets are part of a development strategy in urban areas to
revitalize them (p. 155).
- Characterizes farmers markets (FM) as informal economies.
- It is a place that ‘re-embeds exchange relationships into communal meanings of morality’ (p.
155).
- Farmers’ markets ‘allow residents to reassert control over local resources and economic behavior’
(p. 155).
- Conceptualizes farmers’ markets as ‘a social structure linking the formal and informal
economies’ because they are ‘organizationally flexible’, with prices that are not regulated, and
where relationships based on trust are important (p. 156).
- Historical overview of farmers’ markets in the USA and their revival from the 1970s (p. 156-7).
- Analyzes a specific project called the Feeding the Downtown Project, with a couple of case
studies.
- Criticisms of farmers’ market literature (p. 163-64).
- Business and social entrepreneurship (p. 166-67).
- ‘Social norms of the market’ (p. 167).
Quotes
Interestingly, she characterizes farmers markets (FM) as informal economies: ‘I propose that these
ephemeral informal economies not only prop-up the formal economic sector but provide an
alternative venue for economic practices embedded within the social relationships and common
values of the local community. FMs are not anti-capitalist, but they do represent an alternative
marketplace for exchange that allows for local meanings of resource management to be manifested
and re-embeds exchange relationships into communal meanings of morality. Further, I suggest that
FMs allow residents to reassert control over local resources and economic behavior. In practice,
the underlying purpose of these marketplaces, like the Tiv market of the ethnographic past, is to
provide a framework for social reproduction, what Hornborg (2009) refers to as “social
sustainability.” Finally, I return to Hornborg’s challenge and posit FMs as socioeconomic urban
structures that contest commodity exchange devoid of morality by offering a marketplace built
upon the local narrative of community and resource management’ (p. 155).
However, fairly quickly she re-characterizes FMs as semi-informal: ‘“As a social structure linking
the formal and informal economies, farmers markets are organizationally flexible” with a
membership that changes from week to week, as do the commodities for sale (Lyson 1995:109).
Though prices are not regulated, a vendor’s success depends upon becoming a trusted member of
the marketplace community (Bubinas 2005). Payment for goods is primarily in currency although
bartering or gift giving can be the basis for exchange. Vendors are chosen by customers based on
affinity, trust or the symbolic value of “freshness” (Plattner 1983). The primary rule of the FMs
under study is that produce must be local usually defined as coming from within a 50 to 150 mile
radius and grown by those selling it (e.g. Kenosha Harbor Market 2011)’ (p. 156).
Caldeira, T. P. R. 2015. Social Movements, Cultural Production, and Protests. Current
Anthropology 56(S11), S126–S136.
Tags: #UA, #SP
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- Fieldwork in an urban environment where one problematizes poverty and citizens’ engagement
practices / political agency.
- They argue that the spatial configuration of the city plays a role in social inequality, and thus
ultimately engagement.
- It addresses how people in urban peripheries of San Paulo eventually organized in protest around
their rights to the city (p. 134).
- Political agency is connected to ‘the spatial configuration of the city and from its shifting patterns
of spatial segregation and social inequality’ (p. 126).
Quote:
‘One of my main arguments is that in São Paulo, as in many other metropolises shaped by
peripheral urbanization, political agency is inseparable from the spatial configuration of the city
and from its shifting patterns of spatial segregation and social inequality. I focus on the peripheries
and argue that the quality of both poverty, the urban environment, and citizens’ engagement have
changed a great deal from the 1970s to the present. Poverty has different signifiers in a city of
better infrastructure, mass communication, democracy, less violence, and broader access to
consumption. Difficulty in moving around the city is one of these signifiers. Moreover, politics
has other languages and tools in the context of intensified cultural production and circulation and
of a democracy people can take for granted’ (p. 126).
Caldwell, M. 2015. Feeding the body and nourishing the soul: natural foods in
postsocialist Russia. Food, Culture, & Society 10(1), 43-71.
Tags: #EE, #OR, #GA, #QU
Abstract: p.45: ‘This article explores the phenomenon of natural foods in post-Soviet Russia.
Although Russian natural foods discourses and practices resonate with Western organics, Slow
Foods Movements, and Food Democracy movements regarding health, safety, and small-scale
agricultural production, they depart significantly in their attention to nature as the source of
uniquely Russian qualities of sociability and spirituality. By drawing attention to both the actual
and symbolic landscapes from which natural foods are taken, Russians invoke a model of
geographic nationalism. Consequently, discourses about natural foods become reference points for
discussions about the physical, social, and spiritual health of Russian society and its citizens’.
Methods: local/national newspapers, advertisements, tv programs on gardening, visits to peoples’
homes, green grocer and food store interviews, and interviews about food practices and gardening
(p. 47).
- Outlines the historical emergence of Russian interest in ecologically ‘clean’ and healthy foods
(p. 51-2).
- Russians have ‘affectionate preoccupations’ with wild forest and cultivated natural foods, the
latter of which extends beyond the countryside to urban gardens/parks, balconies, and industrial
farms and as such reflects a different understanding of natural food (p. 45).
- How Russians perceive natural foods: ‘in the Russian natural foods model, the directionality of
the stewardship relationship between person and land is reversed, so that Russians look to the land
as the caretaker of society, rather than emphasizing the moral responsibility of individual citizens
to safeguard nature. Ultimately, what makes “natural foods” distinctive is the relationship that
exists between Russians and the realm of the natural. Specifically, “natural foods” philosophies
represent the natural environment as a source of sociability and spirituality’ (p. 46).
- Consumers link food practices to natural settings.
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- Consumers link social and spiritual qualities to natural spaces that ‘authenticate the attributes of
safety, purity, and healthfulness that are attached to natural foods’ (p. 46).
- Investigates how Russians classify foods as ‘natural’.
- Investigates the commercialization of natural foods and how this complicates the very qualities
with which they are associated (p. 46).
- Unpacks the idea of ‘ecologically clean’ foods as embodying ‘the spirit of sociality that was
associated with Russian economic activities and social life during the socialist period’ (p. 54). That
being the social relationships embedded in the foods being exchanged and gifted that personalize
the food and make them trustworthy, more tasty, of higher quality, and more clean (p. 54).
- Unpacks the idea that Russian soil is cleaner and healthier than others such that food harvested
from it is likewise clean and healthy and by extension does not ned to be washed or inspected (p.
54).
Quotes
‘Russians’ affectionate preoccupations with berries are not isolated phenomena but belong to a
culturally pervasive set of concerns with natural foods (natural’nye produkty). This expansive
category includes not only “wild” foodstuffs like berries, mushrooms, herbs, wild grasses, and
fish, but also cultivated foodstuffs like fruits, vegetables, meat, and dairy products. Although
natural foods in Russia are typically most closely associated with peasant farmers and small
kitchen gardens (ogorodi) at summer cottages (pl., dachi; sing., dacha), they are not exclusive to
these settings. City parks, grassy medians alongside roadways, tiny balcony gardens, and even
large industrial farms can all be sources of natural foods. Russians’ natural food practices present
an intriguing alternative to other popular models of natural foods and organics’ (p. 45).
‘Nor do Russian natural foods practices generally engage issues of ethical labor practices or
support for small farmers, beyond occasional acknowledgment of a vanishing agrarian lifestyle as
state farms are privatized (cf. Paxson 2005). Most notably, in the Russian natural foods model, the
directionality of the stewardship relationship between person and land is reversed, so that Russians
look to the land as the caretaker of society, rather than emphasizing the moral responsibility of
individual citizens to safeguard nature. Ultimately, what makes “natural foods” distinctive is the
relationship that exists between Russians and the realm of the natural. Specifically, “natural foods”
philosophies represent the natural environment as a source of sociability and spirituality’ (p. 46).
‘In this article, I examine how Russian consumers insist on the natural qualities of their foods by
consciously and deliberately linking foods and food practices to natural settings themselves. In
particular, I am concerned with the social and spiritual qualities that Russians attribute to natural
spaces and how these qualities authenticate the attributes of safety, purity, and healthfulness that
are attached to natural foods. I begin by examining the central role that nature and landscape have
played in Russian food practices, before turning to an investigation of how Russians classify foods
as “natural” and why they privilege foods and food practices that receive this designation. Finally,
I look at how the widespread popularity of “natural foods” has emerged in the commercial realm
and how the commercialization of these foods complicates the qualities that are associated with
natural foods’ (p. 46).
‘In particular, informants pointed to “ecologically clean” foods as the embodiment of the spirit of
sociality that was associated with Russian economic activities and social life during the socialist
period. According to this perspective, “ecologically clean” foods are those that are grown by a
relative or friend, gathered and processed in the course of group activities, and then circulated
through personal networks, preferably as gifts. Not only does the personalized nature of these
foods make them trustworthy, but it also endows them with attributes of taste, quality, and
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cleanliness that are believed to be lacking in foods produced by anonymous, impersonal capitalist
means. Russian consumers fear that the impersonal and unfamiliar nature of capitalist transactions
eliminates this sense of trust and symbolically pollutes the objects circulated through these
exchanges’ (p. 54).
‘Ultimately, however, what is more important is the sense of a pan-Russian national landscape that
produces distinctive bio-national qualities. Informants maintain that Russian soil itself is cleaner
and healthier than non-Russian soil and that food that is taken directly from the ground does not
need to be washed or even inspected, a notion of healthfulness that is perhaps best captured by the
word poleznyi, which Russians use to describe the simultaneously healthful and useful qualities of
natural foods’ (p. 54).
Calvário, R. and G. Kallis. 2016. Alternative Food Economies and Transformative Politics
in Times of Crisis: Insights from the Basque Country and Greece. Antipode 49(3), 597–
616.
Tags: #AFN, #WE, #EE, #FM, #FJ, #CO, #SC
Asks: ‘Why and how do alternative economies emerge, how do they develop and what is their
contribution, if any, to transformative politics? Alternative economies proliferate in the countries
worse hit by economic crisis and austerity, such as Spain or Greece. Yet the existing literature is
stuck in a counter-productive division between celebration and critique’ (p. 597).
- Conceptualizes alternative economies as transformational in activist realms.
- Looks at food distribution systems in Greece where the no-middlemen system allows for prices
to be 20-50% lower than retail, with immediate payment for farmers. It explains how farmers are
chosen and the structure of the organization. This began in 2012 after a protest against low prices
of potatoes and against merchants’ tactics in Thessaloniki to reject some produce and control
prices, such that producers gave away potatoes for free in protest. These networks self-organize
and are consensus-based, and also organize solidarity actions in their neighborhoods, and only
informally coordinate initiatives at the regional level (p. 603).
- Compares AFNs in Greece and Basque Country, following organizations like small farmers’
unions that adopt food sovereignty as a political initiative. Some promote agroecology to
restructure agricultural systems locally, and they train young farmers (p. 605-7).
- No middlemen is a big issue in Greece because of the strength such middlemen have on the
market (p. 607-8).
- Addresses the ‘scaling up’ of institutional battles, looking at how activist projects respond to
capital/state-created obstacles.
- Outlines the priorities of these organizations and the embedded values, their struggle for reforms,
and compares them with other groups in Greece (p. 611).
Quotes
‘Starting perhaps with the confrontation between Marx, Engels and “utopian” socialists and
anarchists, there is a long lineage of Marxist thought critical of alternative economies. Harvey, for
example, recurrently argues that alternative economies have no autonomy from competition and
the coercive state and that, often unintentionally, facilitate a neoliberal agenda of dismantling the
welfare state; for him, the challenge is how to upscale “militant particularisms” into a hegemonic
project (see Sheppard 2006). Others criticize localist actions for their disregard of state power and
an abandonment of “strategic” thinking (Fuentes-Ramírez 2014). Although critical Marxists
increasingly recognize the importance of combining “interstitial” with “ruptural” strategies
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(Wright 2010), their theorizations remain abstract as they are usually situated outside the “real
movement” of conflict and struggle’ (p. 598).
Castellano, R. L. S. 2015. Alternative food networks and food provisioning as a gendered
act. Agriculture and Human Values 32(3), 461–474.
Tags: #AFN, #B
- Literature review of AFNs in specific reference to inequality, gender inequality, and the division
of labor in food provisioning (p. 462-63).
- Conceptualizes ‘the reproduction of gender inequality in food provisioning’ (p. 464).
- References feminist food scholars.
- Statistical analysis on food provisioning by women (p. 469).
Cherry, E. 2006. Veganism as a Cultural Movement: A Relational Approach. Social
Movement Studies 5(2), 155–170.
Tags: #EC, #CO, #SP
- How people are participating in diffuse vegan movements.
- Analyzes social networks of punk and non-punk vegans.
- Looks at discourse and network embeddedness.
- Argues that participating depends on having supportive social networks rather than on an
individual’s willpower, motivation, or any collective vegan identity.
- Collective action (p. 157-58).
- How groups were typologized (p. 159-60).
- Outlines individuals in the movement (p. 160-61).
- ‘network embeddedness’ - how embedded individuals are in social networks (p. 165-66).
- Straight Edge movement.
- Motivations of people in the vegan movement.
- Social movement theory, including methodology.
Chollett, D. L. 2011. “Like an ox yoke”: Challenging the intrinsic virtuousness of a
grassroots social movement. Critique of Anthropology 31(4), 293–311.
Tags: #SP, #CP, #DNL, #PY
- How Mexican grassroots movements that are ‘aimed at creating more democratic processes’ may
disintegrate under the weight of ‘internal divisions and hierarchical control’, where the ways in
which grassroots movements work and are organized may run counter to ‘conceptions regarding
the intrinsic virtuousness of grassroots social movements’ (p. 293).
- That all alternative movements are virtuous, is an assumption rather than objective fact.
- Workers appropriated abandoned businesses in order to establish cooperative management
systems but cleavages arose — profit-oriented versus socially-oriented (p. 296).
- The politics of sugar cane and the cane growers’ union.
- Contestation over the use of the local mill.
- Investigates how local power struggles were mediated by their priest and how the cooperative
mill was not run in a cooperative way.
Quotes
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‘Edelman (1999) documents that in Costa Rica, conflicts over political vision and finances
weakened the movement, thus ‘grassroots’ does not always equate with democratization. Hellman
(2008), drawing on her research of union organizations in Mexico, cautions social movement
scholars that, even as social movements challenge domination, they may reproduce existing
clientelist systems led by caciques (local bosses). Bryer’s (2010) ethnographic research examines
worker-recuperated factories in Argentina and challenges researchers who presume internal
solidarity of cooperative organizations. Prompted by the crisis of neoliberalism and a rash of
factory closings, workers appropriated abandoned businesses and established cooperative
management systems with shared decision-making. However, the outcome was internal dissension
between those who aspired to profit-oriented management and accounting systems, and those who
prioritized social good over material ends’ (p. 296).
Corsi, A., S. Novelli, and G. Pettenati. 2014. Alternative Food Networks in Piedmont:
determinants of on-farm and off-farm direct sales by farmers. Associazione Italiana Di
Economia Agraria E Applicata, 1–10.
Tags: #IT, #AFN, #B
- Case study of direct sales systems in Italy.
- It utilizes quantitative economic analysis, and has numbers on agricultural production.
- Analyzes the links between urban consumers and farmers in Piedmont and analyzes consumer
choices.
Craith, M. N. 2004. Culture and citizenship in Europe: questions for anthropologists.
Social Anthropology 12(3), 289-300.
Tags: #CTZ
- Analyzes citizenship in the EU in a more traditional way (rights, nation-state definitions), and
how majority cultures are defined nationally and internationally.
- Emphasizes how definitions of citizenship may be exclusionary, and that these definitions have
been created to do so deliberately in some cases.
- Baltic states are given as an example to show that they ‘have explicitly acknowledged a link
between state culture and citizenship, and have actually used the process of citizenship as a tool of
cultural exclusion’ (p. 292).
- Here, a language qualification was required that targeted native Russian speakers who did not
speak local national languages, and this was used to deny Russian-speakers key rights (p. 292-93).
- New definitions of citizenship are used as exclusionary devices, while at the same time
emphasizing duty to the nation in their practices.
- ‘It is time to recognize the degree to which the majority culture is implicit in the notion of
citizenship. From this perspective all citizenship is cultural, and thus firmly within the realm of
anthropology’ (p. 292).
Quotes
‘The concept of citizenship has traditionally emphasised the reciprocal political relationship
between individual and state, and ‘is intimately related to the question of belonging to a nation’
(Rex 1991: 5). Despite its obvious links with national identity, citizenship has largely been
considered a culture-blind concept, particularly in the civic republican tradition’ (p. 290).

20

‘The first challenge to traditional liberal theory is that political culture and the public realm are
not, and cannot be, neutral. Citizenship (in my view) is not a cultureblind concept. ‘Fundamental
to modern citizenship are action-orientations to civic responsibility. Cultural forces anchor just
these components of modern citizenship’ (Karlberg 1993: 97). It is time to recognize the degree to
which the majority culture is implicit in the notion of citizenship. From this perspective all
citizenship is cultural, and thus firmly within the realm of anthropology’ (p. 292).
Cretella, A. and M. S. Buenger. 2016. Food as creative city politics in the city of
Rotterdam. Jcit, 51(C), 1–10.
Tags: #UA, #GA, #NL, #FC, #GP
- Investigates urban agriculture in Rotterdam, and the policy documents of the municipality
concerning its sustainability program and strategic agenda ‘Food and the City’.
- Rotterdam is undergoing a rebranding campaign to attract middle to upper-class residents and
‘creative workers’.
- It analyzes the policy papers around urban agriculture.
- It documents Rotterdam’s ‘creative turn’ (p. 3-4), followed by its ‘green turn’ (p. 4-5).
- Describes the types of gardens that exist, and the groups that promote urban gardening,
- There's been a 'creative turn' in Rotterdam with regards to urban food strategies (p. 3).
- Also a 'green turn' making urban agriculture a policy objective (p. 4).
- The municipality's role in projects as a facilitator, rather than implementor (p. 5).
‘This paper investigates the emerging importance of food and Urban Agriculture in the city of
Rotterdam. In particular these themes are the focus of two policy documents recently launched by
the municipality: the Sustainability Program and the strategic agenda Food and the City. In the
process of rebranding the city for middle and upper class residents and creative workers, these
strategies directly contribute to the marketing of Rotterdam as the most “sustainable world harbor
city”. By way of discourse analysis, we analyze policy documents to highlight the tensions
between the advertised social and economic benefits of these operations. Food and Urban
Agriculture emerges as being framed to target the needs of the low-income multicultural
population, and at the same time of the upper and creative class. The paper concludes that
municipal experiments on food can be used strategically to foster competition and city-branding;
as such these can ultimately be considered a form of creative city politics’ (abstract).
‘In European cities, the urban food strategies model has gained particular success among other
types of food policies. The Rough Guide to Sustainable Food Systems defines them “as a process
consisting of how a city envisions change in its food system, and how it strives towards this
change” (Moragues et al., 2013, p. 6). On the way towards a strategic document, charters and
action plans are developed in order to construct a step by step implementation of food policies’ (p.
2).
In particular, this paper tests how the discourses around food and UA have been developed and
framed by policymakers in the Dutch city of Rotterdam (p. 2).
‘Through active participation in vegetable gardens, low income groups can get access to healthier
food for a lower price. Actions taken by the government are the provision of information about
wholesome food and the attempt to increase the number of care institutions with vegetable gardens,
especially in the ten least green districts of the city. Moreover, an information exchange network
between schools should facilitate knowledge about vegetable gardening. A leading school project

21

is the primary school De Bloemenhof, which hosts a special program to teach children how to
grow and prepare vegetables. The municipality regards education about wholesome food as very
important since “the basis of bad eating patterns is laid in early childhood” (Gemeente Rotterdam,
2012)’ (p. 8).
Crossan, J., A. Cumbers, R. McMaster, and D. Shaw. 2016. Contesting Neoliberal
Urbanism in Glasgow's Community Gardens: The Practice of DIY Citizenship. Antipode
48(4), 937–955.
Tags: #GP, #GR, #UA, #FC
This article frames urban gardening as a practice of DIY citizenship, and problematizes it through
the lens of power.
Importantly: ‘In this journal, it has been suggested that citizens practising community gardening
“can become complicit in the construction of neoliberal hegemony”. Such hegemony is
maintained, it is argued, through the day-to-day work of neoliberal citizen-subjects, which
“alleviates the state from service provision”’ (p. 937).
‘We contend that community gardens in Glasgow cultivate collective practices that offer us a
glimpse of what a progressively transformative polity can achieve’ (p. 937).
‘Our argument here is that Glasgow’s community gardens promote an equality-of-participation in
place and community making. This is fundamentally different from the neoliberal construction of
citizenship, which aims to produce an atomized citizen subject independent of any broader social
responsibility or embeddedness. As such, we argue that community garden work can be generative
of progressive forms of political practice that offer us glimpses of a radical future for the urban
citizenry’ (p. 937).
Important related citations: ‘In her work on community gardening in Berlin, Marit Rosol
(2011:249) refers to these grassroots “enterprises” as “private activity in the public realm”.
Political acceptance and support for community gardens, she contends, is an expression of “rollout neoliberalism” (see Peck and Tickell 2002) and attendant changes in the form and function of
urban governance (Rosol 2011). Taking a similar position, Rina Ghose and Margaret Pettygrove
(2014:1095) argue that citizens practising community gardening, and other forms of community
development, “can become complicit in the construction of neoliberal hegemony”’ (p. 938).
Also Pudup (2008) is cited where GAs are resistance to marginalization and constitute collective
resistance (p. 939).
It addresses the concept of enforced volunteerism, which may be especially relevant for NL and
IT: ‘Certainly, there are aspects to community gardening that fit within broader neoliberal urban
governance agendas, in terms of increasingly severe welfare regimes, which erode employee
rights, social rights and benefits, and simultaneously heighten precariousness and fear (Wrenn
2014), and in the sense of shifting discourses away from state provision to a more disciplinary
regime of both enforcement and “faux” volunteerism. But there is also a danger here that
neoliberalism is portrayed as a “hegemonic story” (Larner 2003:509) that serves to subjugate all
alternatives: “an analytic category [blinding] academic commentary and critique ... to new political
opportunities” (Harris 2009:61). From this perspective the voluntary work of a community group
regenerating a derelict site in their neighbourhood is categorized alongside the type of “enforced”
volunteerism that is increasingly part of neoliberal workfare regimes. Conflating the nuances of
volunteerism in this way omits key differences concerning the physicality and location of the work,
and the motivations and identities articulated through the work’ (p. 939).
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Additionally: ‘In Glasgow, most gardens occupy privately owned derelict or vacant spaces or
underused (often physically enclosed) derelict or vacant public spaces and, therefore, can be seen
to be promoting a type of public activity in what may otherwise be a private realm. In this sense,
community gardens can progress public and community relations into previously commodified
spaces’ (p. 940).
Points out that the flip side of neoliberal citizenship is that ‘government owes less to its citizens’,
where ‘Those citizens unable to fulfil their role as consumers receive disciplining through
workfare, benefit reduction and increasingly punitive sanctions’ (p. 941).
They define DIY Citizenship in the context of urban gardening, saying that the process of learning
allows gardener citizens to ‘sculpt their own identity and their environment and, as such, their
understanding of what citizenship entails’ (p. 943).
Dawson, A. H. 1983. Poland: 30-year rural-urban transition. Cities 1(2), 175-184.
Tags: #PL, #UA
- An old article from the socialist era on urban policy in Poland from post-WWII reconstruction to
1980.
- It outlines the history of industrialization in early socialism, and the rise of farming for family
sustenance.
- It has data on urban growth over forty years.
- It also touches on environmentalism in urban areas.
De Master, K. 2012. Designing Dreams or Constructing Contradictions? European Union
Multifunctional Policies and the Polish Organic Farm Sector*. Rural Sociology 77(1), 89–
109.
Tags: #PL, #EFR, #OR
Investigates the assumed benefits of EU CAP in the Polish organic farm sector versus farmer
experiences. Subsidies are argued to have mixed results, including creating new barriers to entry.
‘This study explores these questions: In what ways do new EU multifunctional agrienvironmental
initiatives subsidizing certified organic production create positive opportunities—as well as
unanticipated vulnerabilities—in the lives of Polish organic farmers? Moreover, to what degree do
policy mechanisms for organic farming realize their multifunctional aims?My findings
demonstrate that multifunctional subsidies and supports provide some welcome relief from the
blunt forces of the increasingly liberal market, creating more spaces for Polish organic farmers to
sustain their livelihoods. However, my findings also demonstrate that these subsidy incentives
have created unanticipated problems, including a bureaucratization associated with the new
institutionalization of standards. Ironically, the EU, rather than the former state socialist
government, now imposes that bureaucratization. I argue that the impact of that
bureaucratization—including time and money invested in certification, the disjuncture between
new regulations and real farm practices, [end page 92] and the manner in which multifunctional
program initiatives are imposed—impedes the overall efficacy of the multifunctional incentives
for organic farming. Ultimately that limits the ability of Polish organic farmers to determine their
future on their own terms’ (p. 91-2).
- Explains the EU’s ‘multifunctionality’ model for agriculture.
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- The institutionalization of organic agriculture can create barriers to entry for small farmers
because it is focused on regulatory ‘disciplining’ (p. 95).
- This article is good for its historical overview of organic farming in Poland and the EU’s
influence on this sector’s growth.
- It details the EU’s investment/promotion in organic farming in Poland (p. 98+).
- It details organic certification costs and Polish farmer reactions to it (p. 100-02), the certification
requirements versus real farm practices (p. 102-04), and has long quotes from farmers on these
themes.
DesRivières, C. P., R. Chuenpagdee, and C. Mather. 2017. Reconnecting people, place,
and nature: examining alternative food networks in Newfoundland’s fisheries. Agriculture
& Food Security 6(1), 1–11.
Tags: #AFN, #IE
- A case study on AFNs with fisheries in Newfoundland.
- A niche AFN but still draws on many of the same themes as AFNs in other locations.
For example, ‘The most important value identified throughout the interviews was that of social
cohesion, which refers to the processes of social connection, interpersonal relationships, and
community values’ (p. 6).
There is also an on-line platform for consumers and fishers that allow for personal relationships,
based on seafood traceability, which allows consumers to trace tags on seafood products, and
includes local restaurants (p. 6).
They also touch on informal food networks in rural areas that procure fish, and are based on kinship
ties to fishers (p. 6).
They highlight the disconnect between state and society, as the state is much more focused on
building international markets for fish, to the detriment of local markets. Similar to what has been
noted in post-socialist Europe, although ‘Conceptually, AFNs are positioned as a response to
conventional food production practices, while informal networks such as those taking place in
Newfoundland’s fisheries existed before conventional practices were developed. People in many
Newfoundland communities have historically bought sh directly from harvesters on the wharf’ (p.
8).
Dubuisson-Quellier, S., C. Lamine, and R. Le Velly. 2011. Citizenship and consumption:
mobilisation in alternative food systems in France. Sociologia Ruralis 51(3), 304-323.
Tags: #CTZ
‘This article intends to demonstrate that consumption is the means that alternative food movements
use in their endeavour to get citizens to be more active in the negotiation of economic regulations.
To do so they build a representation of the consumer, highlight their potential power within the
framework of regulations and provide them with various tools to make the right choice’ (p. 305).
This article looks at means of action by movements constructing citizenship through consumption
practices in French organizations including consumer education, the implementation of alternative
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forms of trade, and consumer mobilization in protest campaigns. These groups encounter problems
in articulating political action and economic engagement.
It emphasizes the historical aspect of such movements, linking the fair trade movement to
movements in the early 20th century where the ‘idea was to enable consumers to associate products
with the issues pertaining to the place and conditions of their production. Likewise, the
contemporary principle of consumer responsibility, expressed through the integration of new
citizen’s duties concerning collective environmental issues, brings to mind the context in which
certain governments in the USA (Cohen 2003) and the UK (Trentmann 2001) highlighted
consumer’s obligations with regard to the war effort or post-World War II reconstruction (Daunton
and Hilton 2001)’ (p. 305).
They divide types of former movements: (1) cooperative movements were ‘aimed at involving
civil society in economic regulation’; (2) constricting citizenship for minorities; (3) Constructing
a sense of consumer duty to the functioning of markets, where consumption was a market
regulation process led by civil society. They say that alternative food movements engage with
these traditions even without explicit reference to them (p. 305).
Consumer education is a focus of these organizations, and this idea is ‘based on a specific
conception of their role in the political economy. It implies making them active players and
experts, able to wield their economic power in the market. As consumers’ leagues used to do, the
movements that we analysed try to appeal to consumers’ individual consciousness in order to build
up their economic power’ (p. 307).
‘The tradition of consumer education is totally congruent with fair trade operators’ strategy of
using the market as a way to help small producers from the South and to exert pressure on
governments and international institutions in order to change the market rules. The responsible
consumer becomes the main player in this process, making the market more permeable to new
players, new rules and new values. The rhetoric contained in the various actions implemented by
these movements articulates three dimensions: the first concerns the manipulation of consumers
and the frequent contradictions between the values they claim to have and what they actually do
in practice; the second pertains to the disclosure of certain modes of functioning of conventional
agro-food systems; and, finally, the third aims to equip consumers with new references in the
marketplace’ (p. 307).
The article also highlights the contradictions in these movements. For example, the organization
that first systematised fair trade in France began in the 1970s with activists in shops that had direct
relationships with groups of producers in the South, but over two decades, specialized fair trade
importers have taken over this role (p. 311). Thus, even though fair trade’s success depends on
consumer participation, consumers no longer play any part ‘in the construction of the commercial
relations preceding their purchases’ (p. 311).
They also typologize forms of engagement, and investigate why consumers are involved in these
various groups. There are varying levels of engaged consumers. They ask how to get rid of
consumers and replace them with citizens (p. 317).
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Finally, they problematize the power of consumers in these alternative networks, particularly
decision-making power, noting that there can be friction between consumers and producers (p.
318).
Edelman, M. 2014. Food sovereignty: forgotten genealogies and future regulatory
challenges. Journal of Peasant Studies 41(6), 959-978.
Tags: #FJ, #FM
‘Food sovereignty theory has usually failed to indicate whether the ‘sovereign’ is the nation, region
or locality, or ‘the people’. This lack of specificity about the sovereign feeds a reluctance to think
concretely about the regulatory mechanisms necessary to consolidate and enforce food
sovereignty, particularly limitations on long-distance and international trade and on firm and farm
size. Several regulatory possibilities are mentioned and found wanting. Finally, entrenched
consumer needs and desires related to internationally traded products – from coffee to pineapples
– imply additional obstacles to the localisation of production, distribution and consumption that
many food sovereignty proponents support’ (p. 959).
Lit on food sovereignty, including origin story (p. 960+). He compares with food security (p. 9656). Touches on the meaning of sovereignty and how food sovereignty contributes to / engages with
this definition (p. 968).
He problematizes long-distance trade and firm size in the discussion of food sovereignty (p. 968).
He points out that those trying to 'localize' economies, including food sovereignty advocates,
'rarely consider what sort of regulatory apparatus would be needed to manage questions of firm
and farm size, product and technology mixes, and long-distance and international trade' (p. 970).
Di Feliciantonio, C. 2016. Subjectification in Times
Neoliberal/Austerity Urbanism. Antipode 48(5), 1206–1227.
Tags: #IT, #PY, #UA

of

Indebtedness

and

- This article focuses on austerity in Rome.
- A valuable micro-economic context.
- It discusses neoliberal urbanism and austerity politics and how policies contribute to widening
inequalities in urban areas (p. 1212).
- It goes into poverty, debt, and austerity in Italy. It has quotes by informants about living in
precarity in the city.
‘In fact states and local institutions are the most affected by austerity measures that have generated
a proper fiscal crisis among various sub-federal institutions in the US. The current crisis appears
then as primarily urban because cities rely more on public services and host the mean target of
austerity politics (the “undeserving” poor and marginalized communities). Moreover, the housing
slump and foreclosures have affected primarily urban populations’ (p. 1212).
- It describes, and backs up with data, the financial situation of Italian families (p. 1214).
- It explains the housing crisis from 2007+ (p. 1215-6).
‘Concerning housing, squatting networks—that register the demand for social housing needs
through their open help-desks—have launched a big campaign against abandoned public buildings
and speculation-oriented ones in order to denounce the overall problem and affirm the political
claim of the right to housing: the “Tsunami Tour”’ (p. 1218).

26

‘Aiming at redefining the right to housing in the current phase of crisis and austerity politics, the
“Tsunami” has been able to provide a shelter to around 2000 people, mostly migrants, notably
belonging to the 36,600 households that cannot afford the rent and the 4400 students not receiving
any economic support from public institutions, as highlighted in the Cresme report (2009). As
seen, most of them are excluded from (mortgaged and indebted) homeownership, but still end up
indebted because of the increasing precarious conditions of the labour market in the Italian context
and now cannot even afford to pay the rent anymore’ (p. 1218).
Asks the question: ‘How can we analyse the (re)emergence of squatting in relation to the current
housing crisis in Italy? Centred on the case of Rome, the paper theorizes this return as resulting
from processes of subjectification in the housing sector linked to the raising of indebtedness as a
main dispositif of capitalism under neoliberal/austerity urbanism agendas’ (p. 1206).
They point out that ‘Debt is seen as the archetype of social relations, shaping and controlling
subjectivities, making the “work on yourself” essential to the reproduction of (indebted) society.
However, given the circular nature of power, indebtedness can be generative of new processes of
subjectification aimed at subverting the same power relation’ (p. 1206).
Fonte, M., and I. Cucco. 2017. Cooperatives and alternative food networks in Italy. The
long road towards a social economy in agriculture. Journal of Rural Studies, 53, 291–302.
Tags: #CP, #IT
- Summarizes the IT cooperative movement.
- It has numbers on membership and profits in recent years.
‘Tensions between different groups of producer members, as well as between producers and nonproducers, can in this case emerge from the lack of shared fundamental values or from the greater
organizational complexity entailed in multi-stakeholder collaborations (Jaklin et al., 2015; Fazzi,
2011; Franks and Mc Gloin, 2007; Ortiz-Miranda et al., 2010). Cooperative know-how, intended
as a value-based mind-set constituting a specific form of social capital distinct from inter-personal
skills and harmonious community relationships, seems however able to mitigate the negative
effects of such tensions (Tregear and Cooper, 2016)’ (p. 292).
- Calls on cooperatives to collaborate with AFNs (p. 293).
‘the representative bodies of the Italian cooperative movement are still organized according to a
hierarchical model, which hinders their capacity to adapt to the contextual, economic, social and
cultural changes of the postFordist economy and, more specifically, to the new rural placebased
development paradigm. A fracture is actually observable between the representative bodies and
the concrete practices of cooperation emerging from the grassroots level (Gonzales, 2008, 2010)’
(p. 293).
- The role of agro-food cooperatives is explained, their links to the wider agricultural sector, their
ideological roots (p. 294).
- There is a list of national federations, as well as historical details of their emergence in IT (p.
294-5).
- It is said that cooperatives are rooted in ‘mutual aid societies’ from the 19C (p. 294).
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Important to understand about coops: ’The seeds of transformation for the Italian cooperative
movement were therefore sown by new social movements focused on identity politics and social
inclusion, more than on the transition to a cleaner, fairer and community-oriented agriculture.
Scalvini (2001) identifies four different roots from which the characteristics of the Italian social
cooperation emerged: (1) ‘social solidarity cooperatives’ expression of the Catholic activism; (2)
‘integrated cooperatives’ linked to the experiences of psychiatric deinstitutionalization; (3) ‘work
cooperatives in social services’, incentivised by local public institutions in some regions of Italy;
(4) cooperatives supported by parents of mentally or physically disadvantaged people’ (p. 296).
Fritz, M. and C. Fischer. 2007. The Role of Trust in European Food Chains: Theory and
Empirical Findings. International Food and Agribusiness Management Review 10(2), 141163.
Tags: #TR, #CO
- Data rich.
- It measured the general trust in food chains of European consumers in five countries.
- It focuses on degrees of trust between firms within the supply chain. This translates into the level
of trust between management of the supplying and buying firms, and the personal relationships in
these partnerships.
Gieser, T. 2014. Enskillment inhibited: “industrial gardening” in Britain. Journal of the
Royal Anthropological Institute 20(1), 131–149.
Tags: #EN, #WE, #GR
“Horticulture – like many other traditional crafts in Britain – is said to suffer from a ‘skills
problem’. A recent survey suggests that one of the reasons for this is increased outsourcing of
horticultural work from public employers to private contractors. While anthropologists have
generally acknowledged the politics of learning, they have had little to say about enskillment in
work contexts which have been reconfigured in a way that leaves hardly any room for
institutionalized methods of learning. Private gardening contractors are an example of such a work
context, and in this article I scrutinize their practices to show the various ways in which enskillment
is inhibited. Rather than referring to the concept of ‘deskilling’ – usually evoked in discussions of
skills problems – I employ the notion of an inhibition of enskillment in order to emphasize that
every feature that fosters skill also has a ‘shadow side’ to it which bears a potential to inhibit skill.
Implicit in this argument is a critique of neoliberal work practices which shape enskillment as well
as the natural environment.” (Abstract)
“One of the crafts with a highly apparent skills problem is horticulture (National Audit Office
2006). As a key craft in the so-called ‘land-based industries’, horticulture has gained significant
importance in recent years. It plays a major part in the creation and maintenance of urban green
spaces which are said to be vital to the new urban design and the creation of sustainable
communities.” (P. 132)
“Enskillment, as the path of learning from novice to expert, is usually considered to be
institutionalized in a craft. It is a path not free of problems, obstacles, and challenges, with its own
politics of knowledge, its own constraints, problems of access to and dissemination of knowledge,
and social tensions to be negotiated among practitioners. Yet in the end, routes to knowledge and
expertise exist, and the continued existence of a craft relies on at least some novices making it
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through all the stages of learning. What are the consequences if a craft is reconfigured so that these
routes to knowledge are no longer considered relevant? What are the results of a craft being turned
into a standardized industry? This has obviously already happened in craft sectors other than
horticulture during the Industrial Revolution and thereafter. But are we perhaps witnessing a new
wave of craft industrialization with the neoliberal reconfigurations of the economy since the
1980s?” (p. 132)
“Skill alone is hence not enough; craftspeople are in pursuit of quality and consider the quality of
their work as a sign of distinction and pride. They identify with their work and craft and consider
each work project as a chapter in their life. With today’s contract gardeners, however, the situation
is such that not only is learning to do good work inhibited but also the desire to do good work is
sacrificed to time pressure, standardization, and lack of interest. As good work or quality is not
asked for, it is highly unlikely that workers will be motivated and dedicated or that they will
identify with their low-reputation jobs.” (P. 145)
“But industrial gardening has further implications, beyond enskillment, which fall under the
heading of the ‘neoliberalization’ of nature and of human-environment relations (Castree 2007;
Igoe, Neves & Brockington 2010). Until now, I have focused the enskillment discussion on
practitioners. But, as Ingold (2000) has argued, skills are not” (p. 146).
“embodied (in the sense of being inside the body) but are more like skilled systems that comprise
practitioners, tools, and materials, all within an environment. So what happens to the environment
and practitioners’ engagement with it when their work becomes industrialized?” (p. 147)
“In industrialized gardening, public green spaces unsurprisingly have to be designed for planting
and maintenance by low-skilled gardeners. What is perhaps more unsettling is that these gardeners
lose touch with nature. They know less and less about plants, soil, weather, and climate, as they
increasingly rely on standardized rules of thumb which are not born out of their own experience
but are acquired as bits of information out of context” (p. 147).
Gomez-Benito, C. and C. Lozano. 2014. Constructing food citizenship: theoretical
premises and social practices. Italian Sociological Review 4(2), 135-156.
Tags: #CTZ
This article conceptualizes ‘food citizenship’ (FC) in various ways. Using the language of political
citizenship, it describes FC as concerned with rights to food and obligations for private and public
behavior. Advocates for constructing policies that favor the creation/growth of space for exercising
such citizenship. In the final section, it asks whether food citizens exist and what is food
citizenship, and proposes a definition of food citizenship: ‘the individual who has access to enough
healthy, quality food or who mobilizes himself to achieve it. The person must have an active
interest in defining and exercising his food preferences, something that requires an effort to be
informed not only about what healthy and sufficient food is, but also about the conditions and the
processes of the production and distribution of food throughout the food chain. This person must
also be aware of the implications of social and environmental equity and of the wellbeing of
animals, all of which is summarized in the expression “sustainable food.” Someone, in addition,
whose personal food practices are coherent with these value orientations and these cognitive
frameworks, and who participates in some way in collective actions oriented in this direction. And
someone who attempts to participate in the governance of food affairs’ (p. 152).
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- Calls on consumers to understand their consumption as an expression of citizenship. They use
the term ‘citizen-consumers’ and advocates for them to realize that ‘they could use their purchasing
power to develop a new field of social agency and political action’ (p. 137).
- They problematize FC using the language of political citizenship, such that things like freedom,
equality, participation, justice, sovereignty, and security are brought in to frame the concept.
Asks: ‘What is the role of the citizenry in achieving a sustainable model of food production and
consumption? It is only through active food citizens that sustainable, fair, and healthy food models
and systems that fit people’s true needs can be constructed’ (p. 138).
‘The notion of citizenship includes three basic aspects or elements: belonging, rights, and
participation. Emphasis on one or another of these elements reveals a particular vision of
citizenship. The liberal tradition emphasizes rights, the republican tradition participation, and the
communitarian tradition belonging (Peña, 2000). The three elements have a specific meaning for
the issue we are dealing with here. However, we believe that food citizenship involves overcoming
belonging as a previous condition for rights and participation. The condition of belonging to a
political community involves acknowledging rights and a capacity and legitimacy to participate in
public affairs, in public administration and in public government. Given that food is not in itself a
link to any political community (although it is a link to other kinds of communities: ethnic,
religious, moral, etc.), rights and duties and participation are what we must pay the most attention
to in our attempt to define food citizenship’ (p. 139).
‘In their historical display, social rights constitute the central contents of the welfare state. It is in
this sphere where we should inquire into the nature of food citizenship, as social rights are the ones
that guarantee all citizens, because they are citizens, access to the necessary means for enjoying
decent living conditions. Social rights are what make freedom and equality real in real life, not
only on the level of principles, as neither freedom nor equality would be possible without certain
minimum material conditions of existence. These social rights have to do with the main spheres
of social life: the right to work, the right to housing, to education, to safety, to health, to social
protection, to culture, to a healthy environment, and to food’ (p. 140).
They call on focusing on the social rights that would guarantee citizens access to freedom and
equality, and ultimately to food (p. 140). This issue of equality is extended to the field of access to
‘sufficient, healthy, safe, quality food’, whereby ‘building a food citizenship should involve
overcoming this inequality by making the rights to food real’ and they question whether this is
even possible in the context of ‘the globalization of the agrofood system’ (p. 141).
Participation is brought in to argue that there needs to be ‘spaces for public discussion and for
building mechanisms to control and watch over power’, in the sense of those in powerful positions
to shape the food industry like food lobbies and public agencies (p. 142).
Food security is also brought in, but it quickly turns to food justice, and adopts the definition given
by the Community Alliance for Global Justice (p. 146).
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Food sovereignty is additionally addressed in a similar way (that all people should have access to
quality food) (p. 148).
Goodman, M. K. and C. Sage. 2013. Food transgressions: making sense of contemporary
food politics. London, UK: Routledge.
Tags: #EC, #GP, #FP, #SF
This is an introduction to an edited volume.
‘Yet, while allied and also committed to this work and its border-crossing ontologies, our use of
the terms ‘transgression’ and ‘transgressive’ is deliberate in that it is meant to firmly signal and
highlight two forces at play within contemporary debates around food. The first concerns the
significance of foregrounding the intentions and intentionalities of many current food
transgressions. Looming large here are the ethical dimensions where transgressions catalogued in
this book speak to the desire to do [end page 6] ‘good’ or do ‘better’ in the provisioning of food
(cf. Goodman et al 201ob; Sage 2003). As a number of the chapters document and explain, there
are numerous ways in which boundaries and borders are being transgressed in the name of doing
the ethically and/or morally ‘right’ thing(s) for producers, eaters and/or ecologies. Also playing a
relatedly important role are the economic intentions of value generation through food
transgressions and the ways that these transgressive intentions lead to novel and/or different forms
and instances of accumulation. Thus, what is of both empirical and theoretical interest here is an
exploration of the practices and processes of food transgressions and the intentionalities that have
activated them within food networks’ (p. 7).
A point of focus is power, in that they believe that in addressing transgressions, one must look
critically at who the actors are, and who benefits from said transgressions (p. 7).
They assert that an ‘exploration of transgressive food power’ is simultaneously an investigation of
how food transgressions generate power in order to govern ‘new geographies, connections and
politics’ (p. 8).
They also address ethics, and its power, and say that this issue is addressed throughout the volume
by various authors, which might be useful reference in the future (p. 9).
‘Governance Transgressions/Transgressive Governance’: ‘A second set of related themes that
feature throughout many of the chapters in this volume involve the ways that new governance
regimes work to transgress a number of different boundaries in the production and consumption
of food. For instance, DeLaurentis and Cooke’s chapter explores the ways that food systems in the
UK in general, but Wales in particular, have shifted away from an exclusively productivist food
governance paradigm to one that is arguably more broadly-based. This has developed furthest in
Wales where the development of more sustainable production methods including organic farming,
has been combined with a more niche-oriented and regionally-embedded strategic focus. De
Laurentis and Cooke call this an “organicist” food regime, one in which value is added through
place and process-marketing mechanisms. So while knowledge transgressions amongst producers
are key to developing and promoting new Welsh food products, crucially, these become closely
tied to place promotion and the encouragement of agri-tourism ventures. Crucial here, of course,
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are the sustainable development governance structures put into place by the Welsh Government,
suggesting that one of the key transgressions in the changing shape and form of the Welsh agrofood sector is that between established and emerging [end page 13] markets, between those in the
process of private sector-led development and those being facilitated by the state’ (p. 13-4).
- They discuss governance and how changing diets may be an expression of food transgression (p.
15).
Greenberg, J. 2006. Nationalism, masculinity and multicultural citizenship in Serbia.
Nationalities Papers 34(3), 321-341.
Tags: #CTZ
- This article deals with the subject of gender and citizenship, with interesting insights into how
citizenship is problematized in communities.
A Gay Pride Parade in Belgrade in 2001 became a site to perform citizenship: ‘Anxiety about
tolerance was manifested in a sense that others were watching Serbia to see how it behaved vis-avis difference. On the flip side, attitudes, policies and discourses about difference were resources
that a country like Serbia could mobilize to “get in” when knocking on Europe’s door. This meant
that the stakes for the parade were far higher than homophobia or tolerance at home. This was also
a performance of a new kind of citizenship in Serbia aimed at a larger European audience’ (p. 325).
Interestingly, this became entangled in class politics rooted in the socialist era: ‘The association of
gay rights with elites reveals a deeper tension in Serbia over who gets to define democratic
behavior and citizenship. Key for understanding this tension is a brief history of the term “elite.”
“Elite” has been variously defined in the socialist and post-socialist context, but it has been a
critical category of investigation among social scientists concerned with political life in Eastern
Europe.25 The category of the elite has formed the basis for analyses of political power, class
formation, and social continuity and change. Regardless of how elites are defined, they are
understood to be key nodes in and through which socialist, nationalist and now democratic
ideology is produced, distributed and mobilized. Elites’ access to material and political resources,
and their control over distributive networks, ensures them a great deal of power’ (p. 329).
This is interesting because it reveals how progressive politics (from the perspective of a westerner)
can be received as an imposed ideology: ‘There is one aspect of ideas of elite power and betrayal
during and after socialism that is particularly relevant to the case at hand. It is revealed most clearly
by the comments of students that elites “go too fast” for the people and push ideas for which they
are not ready. While this itself smacks of a strange elitism, this critique has a long history.32 An
interview I conducted with a highly respected political analyst and intellectual in Serbia—who I
will refer to here with the pseudonym “Professor D”—reveals a great deal about the social
construction of the relationship between “the elite” and “the people.”33 Throughout the interview,
in response to my specific questions about the history of the elite in Yugoslavia, Professor D
recounted the forms of betrayal the elite committed against the Serbian people. He centered on the
dual ideas of “hating the people” for their ignorance and stupidity and exploiting or ignoring “the
people” on the path to personal gain, wealth and power. He traced a long genealogy, arguing that
tensions first arose when the children of the nineteenth-century elites forged in the first and second
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Serbian uprisings went to major European centers, such as Vienna, Paris and Moscow, to be
educated and trained. This process of “Europeanization,” he argued, meant that when elites “Came
back they brought some new ideas, new concepts, and they wanted to Europeanize Serbia. And
there for the first time they met with misunderstanding and a lot of problems.”34Already in this
account the elites use certain ideas—and their association with European centers of power—to
discipline the ordinary Serbian masses’ (p. 330).
‘What emerges from this narrative is a struggle over who gets to determine what kind of knowledge
is or is not a legitimate basis for political power and authority. Such questions of power and
knowledge production were particularly fraught within socialist state ideology and practice.
Konra ́d and Szele ́nyi argue that knowledge, like production and distribution, was coordinated
through a bureaucratically regimented set of institutions. It was produced in the service of the
rational-redistributive ethos and legitimated in terms of the interests of the working class. Because
the site and audience for knowledge production remained at the level of party and state
bureaucracy, it was a self-reinforcing, circular and ultimately top-down process. The utter lack of
concern for public opinion meant that “the exclusion of public opinion from any kind of control
function protect[ed] the power structure from shifts in the political temper of the public.”39 By
definition, then, party knowledge was transcendent because the party understood and represented
the needs of all of society. In this was a kind of betrayal founded on distrust of ordinary people’
(p. 332).
In this case, ‘elites pushed political agendas for which the masses were not ready. They dictated
the terms of being democratic to serve particular kinds of citizens. And they were willing to betray
“Serbian values” in the name of foreign/Western ideologies and interests. Such perceptions fit into
a framework in which elites “know best” about how to be good citizens on one hand, and to betray
the masses in the service of this ideology or personal gain on the other. In this case it is not socialist
but liberal vanguardism: elites betray the masses not with a universalizing knowledge of socialism,
but through the knowledge of the particular, the knowledge form of liberal democracy’ (p. 335).
Gross, J. 2009. Capitalism and Its Discontents: Back-to-the-Lander and Freegan
Foodways in Rural Oregon. Food and Foodways 17(2), 57–79.
Tags: #SF, #FR
- Time and Slow Food (p. 61).
- Back to the land movement history (p. 63-8).
- Goes into freegan philosophy (p. 68-9).
“During an assessment of food needs and habits in rural Western Oregon, back-to-the-landers and
freegans emerged as two groups that resist the global industrial food system by tapping into
precapitalist subsistence patterns. Subsistence agriculture provides the inspiration for back-to-thelanders while freegans are akin to modern day foragers, living off the waste of others and on what
they can gather in the wild. In this article, I describe the foodways of these two groups and suggest
ways in which they might help articulate a post-capitalist food economy, using the work of J. K.
Gibson-Graham and the Community Economies Collective.” (Abstract)
“Alternative agrifood movements, such as back-to-the-landers and freegans, reacted against the
global industrial food system before such complaints floated into the mainstream and they
embellished non-capitalist foodways that had fallen out of use. They resist the harm that is done
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to the earth and human health in the process of producing commodity food and work against the
production of waste by buying bulk rather than packaged food, growing and gathering their own
food, and rescuing items from the dumpster. Equally important, they resist the commodification
of time, choosing to spend a good share of their time in unremunerated activities pertaining to
food. However, they also recognize their inability to totally disconnect from the capitalist market
and often the realities of feeding themselves and their families force them to compromise their
ideals. This should not be seen as a failure, but as the evidence of multiple economic forms existing
within capitalism.Melucci defines the proliferation of social movements in contemporary society
as group resistance to capitalist power. He notes that these types of identity movements are
increasing as individuals lack the cultural bases for their self-identification (1996: 93). Melucci
does not talk about the role of food in particular in these movements, but as Mintz and Du Bois
state, “Like all culturally defined material substances used in the creation and maintenance of
social relationships, food serves both to solidify group membership and to set groups apart” (2002:
109). Foodways definitely separate back-to-the-landers and freegans from the rural communities
in which they are found.” (P. 58).
“One of the biggest social transformations brought in by capitalism concerns how we view time.
The clock, not the steam engine, was the key machine of the industrial era (Thackara 2005). In
other patterns of subsistence, biological time dominates since it is linked to the growth cycles of
plants and animals.” (P. 61).
“Fast food was anathema to both the back-to-the-landers and the freegans with whom I spoke.”
P. 62)
“BACK-TO-THE-LAND: “EVERY VEGETABLE WE GROW IS A BLOW AGAINST
GLOBAL CAPITALISM””
“In the late 1960s, but especially in the ’70s, thousands of young Americans reversed the
urbanization trend and migrated from the city to the country (Jacob 2003). They set out to construct
a different kind of life from their parents, based on subsistence farming and home food
processing.” (P.63)
“She also mentions how growing your own organic garden and grinding your own flour were seen
as expressions of independence and self-reliance, which were characteristic of “an earlier ‘golden
age’ when people lived natural lives” (2000: 217).” (P. 63)
“Traveling 90 miles round trip to get to work five days a week does not leave much time for food
production, but she retains a distrust of industrially processed foods and keeps a small garden for
herself.” (P. 66)
“FREEGANS: “WE’LL EAT YOUR SCRAP, BUT WE WON’T BUY YOUR CRAP””
“However, there is no escaping the webs of capitalism. Freegans and back-to-the-landers
generally cannot sustain themselves without the overproduction of the industrialized agrifood
system that ends up both in dumpsters and in the emergency food system. The back-to-the-landers
have been more likely to justify this as “ripping off the system,” whereas freegans usually make
more of an environmental argument. Nevertheless, their dependence on commodity foods does
remind them that they are not as independent from the capitalist system as they would like to be.”
(P. 73)
“Back-to-the-landers and freegans seek out the intensity of feeling that comes when their access
to food is unmediated by a series of middlemen and a capitalist system that substitutes simulacra
for the “real thing.” When a back-to-the-lander cuts the head off a chicken she or he has raised and
puts it in the oven, or when a freegan climbs a tree in the middle of the night and clubs a raccoon
that he roasts over a fire, both are resisting the alienation from our food sources that the global
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capitalist food system encourages. In so doing, they draw on knowledge that was important in past
times that has become arcane in the present; how to make acorn mush, for instance.” (P. 74)
Guano, E. 2010. Taxpayers, Thieves, and the State: Fiscal Citizenship in Contemporary
Italy. Ethnos 75(4), 471-495.
Tags: #CTZ
In the context of European recession and massive public debt, the Italian government reforms its
taxation and services distribution. This creates a context within which citizens may conceptualize
their responsibilities towards and rights they have in their state, as well as towards other citizens.
Fiscal citizenship has emerged as a ‘relational category that is negotiated along and across the split
between the rhetoric of fiscal and distributive fairness on the one hand, and its actual denial on the
other’ (p. 472).
A failure to implement taxation equity calls into question the moral standing of tax evaders.
This article presents citizenship as an enacted process by giving examples of how Italians must
navigate the tax system, spending great time and energy in their efforts to comply with the law,
while ultimately being denied support in other fields.
The state’s bureaucratic requirements for filing taxes for small business owners are cumbersome
and perceived as ‘an arbitrary appropriation of time and money at the ands of the public
administration’, while not providing any support in return (p. 475).
The examples show how citizenship can be lopsided, in the sense that citizens must perform their
citizen role by meeting expectations (here, legal ones), but are not necessarily met by the state
fulfilling its responsibilities towards them.
‘The self-employed, in particular, resent an etatization (Verdery 1996:40) of their time and
resources that defies neoliberal principles of efficient self-management and competitiveness (Ong
2006:4). At times, this tension may provide aggrieved taxpayers with a moral justification for an
illegal activity such as tax evasion (Pardo 1996:20)’ (p. 476).
In other words, this lopsidedness then leads citizens to behave immorally. Meanwhile, the state
may act punitively in an unfair way, forgiving the tax evasion of large corporations while making
tax regulations more expensive and punitive for small businesses (p. 477).
This article brings morality into the concept of citizenship, where Italians must balance selfinterest against complying with an overly bureaucratic state that punishes them even when they
are trying to obey the law.
This article essentially outlines how in various ways the state ultimately creates an informal
economy by making the cost of compliance too high for many citizens living in economic
precarity. It focuses on how individuals relate to the state ideologically, and how they struggle in
their engagement with state offices in their attempts to practice/enact their citizenship.
An example from 1983 was given of the installation of fiscal cash registers and the legal
requirement that customers were responsible for asking for receipts to potentially show to fiscal
police. Guano explains that ‘By embedding an official record into the everyday practice of citizens,
state officials sought to pass on the work of surveillance to civilians, thus proliferating the labor
of domination (Bourdieu 1999:71) and giving this surveillance a potentially capillary outreach that
would not have been possible otherwise. Not only did this norm further complicate the fiction of
the separation between a state and society, but it also subjected the implementation of the rationaluniversalistic principles of the regulatory state to the everyday life choices and cost–benefit
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calculations of individual citizens. Just as importantly, it also turned a structural issue into an object
of minute daily contentions – though highly significant ones for all the parties involved’ (p. 479).
Harris, E. 2009. Neoliberal subjectivities or a politics of the possible? Reading for
difference in alternative food networks. Area 41(1), 55–63.
Tags: #AFN, #GP, #B
- It details the 100 Mile Diet.
- Situates AFNs within discussions around governmentality and neoliberal subjectivities.
- They point out that local is often equated with good and just in an unreflective way in the literature
(p. 56-7).
‘Drawing on a model of analysis proposed by Gibson-Graham (1996 2006), I argue here for an
approach to reading the landscape of alternative food politics that emphasises difference, using the
100 Mile Diet as an example of AFN localism. Following a review of this particular AFN
phenomenon, I first suggest a reading of the enactment of the 100 Mile Diet that follows the critical
route outlined above – reading AFN practice as reproducing neoliberal subjectivities. I then
examine the idea of governmentality, the mechanism through which some AFN scholars suggest
such subjectivities are reproduced, and position this concept within understandings of
neoliberalism as a hegemonic discourse. I suggest that as academics we play a significant role in
the reproduction of neoliberalism-as hegemonic-discourse’ (p. 58).
They point out that ‘The 100 Mile Diet is predicated on the normative assessment of food sources
– that locally sourced food is ‘better’ than food sourced through the conventional agri-industrial
food system. The justifications include greater support for local economies and a reduction in
environmental impacts, all achieved by an adjustment in one’s personal consumption behaviour
(100 Mile Diet 2008)’ (p. 59).
For him and also Guthman (2008, 1176), food politics contributes to the ‘techniques of rule’, which
is described as a discursive field that includes ‘ideas of localism, consumer choice, and value
capture — ideas which seem standard to neoliberalism’ (2008, 1174) (p. 59).
Interesting idea: power and localized resistance are not necessarily binaries (p. 61).
Looking specifically at this 100MD and the activists subscribing to it, he says that there is a ‘more
complex topology of power relations’ (p. 61).
He cites Allen (2003: 196) noting that ‘negotiation and shared outcomes replace confrontation and
opposition’ and calls this an ‘alternative landscape of power’ (p. 61).
Hassanein, N. 2003. Practicing food democracy: a pragmatic politics of transformation.
Journal of Rural Studies 19(1), 77–86.
Tags: #B, #FC
- A call to action to create food democracy because it will lead to sustainable food systems.
- Problematizes and summarizes some research on food policy councils (p. 79-80).
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- Notes the importance of coalition building in such movements, with examples and citations (p.
82).
Defines food democracy as ideally meaning ‘that all members of an agro-food system have equal
and effective opportunities for participation in shaping that system, as well as knowledge about
the relevant alternative ways of designing and operating the system. Conceived of in this way,
food democracy is a method for making choices when values and interests come into conflict and
when the consequences of decisions are uncertain. Therefore, food democracy is essentially a
pragmatic device for moving toward sustainability of agriculture and food systems. If food
democracy is pragmatic, it is important to recognize that pragmatism has two sets of meanings—
politically and philosophically. Both connotations can inform our understanding of the practice of
food democracy’ (p. 83)
Notes that ‘achieving sustainability involves conflicts over values’ (p. 85).
Hébert, K. and D. Mincyte. 2014. Self-Reliance beyond Neoliberalism: Rethinking
Autonomy at the Edges of Empire. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space
32(2), 206–222.
Tags: #TR, #DNL, #EE
Abstract: ‘Across scholarly and popular accounts, self-reliance is often interpreted as either the
embodiment of individual entrepreneurialism, as celebrated by neoliberal designs, or the basis for
communitarian localism, increasingly imagined as central to environmental and social
sustainability. In both cases, self-reliance is framed as an antidote to the failures of larger state
institutions or market economies. This paper offers a different framework for understanding selfreliance by linking insights drawn from agrarian studies to current debates on alternative
economies. Through an examination of the social worlds of semisubsistence producers in
peripheral zones in the Global North, we show how everyday forms of self-reliance are mutually
constituted with states and markets, particularly through interactions with labor institutions and
hybrid property regimes linking individual and collective interests… In each site we find that
although local expressions of self-reliance diverge in critical respects from neoliberal visions, these
forms of everyday autonomy are nevertheless enlisted to promote market liberalization, ultimately
threatening the very conditions that have long sustained semi-subsistence producers’ self-reliance
in the first place’ (p. 206).
‘The rising prominence of such projects has inspired an expanding body of social commentary and
scholarly analysis in turn. Whether these accounts interpret self‐ reliance as a mechanism for
instituting neoliberal designs or as a means of building alternative communities through
decentralized, grassroots action, diverse approaches tend to portray self‐ reliance as the answer to
problems generated by a more rigid and imperious order: a stultifying state, a ravaging global
market, or both. In this paper we seek to move beyond the understanding of self‐ reliance in terms
of state and market failures. Rather, we examine the formation of actually existing expressions of
self‐ reliance, making a case for the crucial relevance of the study of often poor, small‐ scale,
semisubsistence producers for analyses of contemporary movements animated by notions of self‐
reliance’ (p. 207).
‘As numerous scholars have noted, the political–economic philosophy theorized as neoliberalism
makes much of self‐ reliance, in which individual entrepreneurialism supports a regime marked
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by unfettered free markets, free trade, and strong private property rights (see Harvey, 2005, page
2). Central to the arguments of politically conservative commentators today, this neoliberal
doctrine echoes longstanding national imaginaries in the US that date back to the writings of
Benjamin Franklin and Ralph Waldo Emerson, which celebrate rugged individualism, freedom of
choice, and personal responsibility. At the same time, there is a growing popular and scholarly
literature that interprets self‐ reliance in an alternative vein, as a form of communitarian autonomy
in opposition to neoliberal designs. Here, too, self‐ reliance carries the promise of political change.
For example, a number of scholars have underscored the significance of reinvigorated provisioning
practices outside mainstream market channels for furthering more sustainable forms of
consumption, interpreting activities such as freecycling, repair and reuse networks, freeganism,
and other do‐ it‐ yourself (DIY) endeavors as expressions of political participation, ecological
citizenship, and ethics (DeLind, 2002; Seyfang, 2006)’ (p. 208).
‘practices, such as certain forms of locavorism, organic agriculture, or urban self‐ provisioning
schemes, might further entrench capitalist logics’ (p. 209).
‘In other dairy networks in Lithuania the situation was different in that many producers found ways
to mobilize capital, state support, and personal connections, especially when they developed
artisanal products catering to the growing class of well‐ heeled urban gourmands. For these
producers personal stories of self‐ reliance became the primary vehicles to make claims about the
authenticity, quality, and trustworthiness of their products, even if they relied heavily on state
infrastructures and European funding for support’ (p. 218).
Heller, C. 2002. From Scientific Risk To Paysan Savoir-Faire: Peasant Expertise in the
French and Global Debate over GM Crops. Science as Culture 11(1), 5–37.
Tags: #FP, #SP, #WE
This article details the protest against GMOs in France and the role of trade unions, focusing on
the character Bove in pushing the issue and challenging the hegemony of risk, GMOs, and
globalization. Also addresses McDonald's in France extensively.
“Based on ethnographic research on the GMO controversy in France during 1997–2000, this paper
explores two key frames that actors have used to bolster their claims about GMOs in France. First
I analyse how an objectivist risk frame prevailed in the first phase of the French debate. Then I
analyse how the CP re-framed GMOs as a problem of food quality linked to productivist
agriculture, cultural homogenization, and globalization.” (P. 5)
“Blocking cargo ships as they arrived in the harbour, Greenpeace created a sensational media
event that helped catalyse the French debate about GMO risk. Dressed in their now renowned
hazard gear, Greenpeace asserted the potential environmental and health risks presented by the
cargo, challenging the legality of the importation.” (P. 7)
“In the first phase of the French GMO debate, actors within a range of institutions tended to
reproduce an objectivist risk discourse, while showing little awareness that they were maintaining
risk as the central frame.” (P. 10)
“Never did actors note the possibility that risk might be one frame among others for talking about
technoscience issues. Nor did they appear to be conscious of, or troubled by, the prominence of
risk in the debate and the corresponding muting of other related concerns such as food quality, the
ethics of life-patenting, and so on. Actors appeared unable to think about their own voluntary
conformity to risk as the central frame for talking about the technology.” (P. 10)
“On a less explicit level, over the last decade European regulatory judgements have rested upon
concepts of ‘sustainable agriculture’— which were eventually contested and became more explicit
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(Levidow, 2000). Thus cultural and qualitative concerns, included in many NGOs’ accounts of
sustainability, may too be re-cast within a ‘risk’ frame. Attempts to redefine risk in more
qualitative terms signals an effort to soften the boundary between ‘risk’ and ‘non-risk’ claims,
potentially absorbing the claims of environmental groups for instance, into the language and
culture of risk regulation. Through such discursive blurring, regulators may appear to
accommodate environmental groups, by incorporating their concerns into the policy making
agenda. Yet this does not undermine risk hegemony; by broadening the set of ‘risk objects’ to
include qualitative issues, these are translated into rationalities of objectivist risk. In the end, for
an issue to be granted legitimate status for policy consideration, it must still be able to fit through
the risk door.” (P. 13)
Heller, C. 2006. Post-industrial “quality agricultural discourse”: Techniques of governance
and resistance in the French debate over GM crops. Social Anthropology 14(03), 319–
16.
Tags: #EFR, #QU, #SP, #GP, #FP, #WE
Quality agriculture is discussed in the context of the EU and other institutions, including the
problematization of quality (p. 321).
Goes into anti-GMO campaign to address food quality. (P. 325)
The 'rise of la malbouffe' and the role of Bove as a spokesperson for anti-GMO and antiglibalization of food, detailing the movement to push food quality on the French national agenda.
(P. 326-29)
“This paper explores the CP’s anti-GM campaign as a means through which the union is creating
new understandings and practices of agricultural production surrounding notions of food and
environmental quality associated with postindustrialised agricultural practice (Heller 2005). I
address here three sets of concerns. First I explore the emergence of ‘quality agriculture discourse’
(QAD) as both a form of post-industrial agriculture and as a form of governmentality, the latter
being deployed and appropriated by a heterogeneous set of actors, in both powerful and activist
institutions. Secondly, I examine the ways in which the CP incorporates” (p. 319).
“QAD into their anti-GM campaign, pronouncing GM foods as la malbouffe or ‘bad’ quality food.
Finally, I place QAD within the context of French understandings of nature-as-culture, creating a
broader cultural and historical context for the French GM debate.In the latter discussion, I examine
notions of hyper-mobility and place-attachment as they emerge in both the CPs discourses about
quality food. As I will illustrate, while the CP portrays genetically modified organisms (GMOs)
as the epitome of hypermobile agricultural food and practice, ‘quality food’ becomes the symbol
of agricultural place-attachment.The CP’s anti-GMO campaign provides insight into the ways in
which controversies over food quality are becoming key sites of both governmental power and
resistance within civil society. The CP’s story is about how marginalised groups are appropriating
techniques of governance to promote their own post-industrial agendas.” (P. 320).
“QAD is a set of ideas and practices promoting a ‘successor agriculture’, one that constitutes a
corrective to industrial agriculture and its perceived infringements on food and agricultural
‘quality’. The emergence of QAD entails what Giddens calls reflexive modernity (1991), a
moment in which civil society and governmental bodies are critically engaging modernist
production rationalities and their perceived impacts on ‘environment’ and ‘society’. The rise of
‘quality’ food labels in France, as well as the increasing subsidisation of family farmers in Europe
for maintaining environmental ‘quality’ in depopulated rural zones are key instances of QAD.The
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circulation of issues about food and environmental quality through both consumer magazines and
the broader popular media during the mid-nineties signalled a collective problematisation of the
French food supply, and an implicit attempt by powerful institutions to normalise and depoliticise
perceived problems by attending to matters of food and environmental ‘quality’.” (P. 321)
“QAD as a technique of post-industrial governance QAD is an instance of governmentality, a set
of discourses and tactics deployed by powerful institutions such as the state and corporations
attempting to manage popular behaviour and attitudes (Foucault 1991). Beginning in the 1980s,
powerful institutions begin to problematise food and environmental quality in a way that (1)
depoliticises issues of food production; (2) reassures consumer constituencies regarding perceived
problems associated with productivist agriculture; and (3) legitimises the allocation of subsidies
to small farmers for restoring ‘environmental quality’ to depopulated and degraded rural areas
intended for tourism.” (P. 322)
“The CP and QAD: QAD as a technique of post-industrial resistance: While QAD is a technique
of government, a means by which powerful institutions problematise and subsequently normalise
(and depoliticise) social and environmental problems associated with industrial agriculture, it is
also an technique of resistance; it is a means by which marginalised groups such as the CP are
struggling to re-establish the legitimacy of small-scale agriculture in an otherwise inhospitable
setting. The CP’s adoption of QAD represents a shift in union discourse from a primary focus on
production to include a broader consumer-oriented discourse on product quality.” (P. 324).
“By becoming spokespeople for quality agriculture, the CP joins a chorus of actors in powerful
institutions that utilise QAD as a technology of governance, a disciplining technology for
producing a docile and reassured consumer constituency, one that is reassured that government
bodies are protecting their culinary heritage and food safety.In return, the CP hopes to establish a
legitimate and economically tenable position for family farmers in French society, providing the
union with a niche market for ‘added value’ farm-made products as well as a niche within the EU
environmental subsidy apparatus. In this way, the CP is truly a post-industrial entity, manoeuvring
through the wake of industrially driven agriculture, establishing itself as a valorous guardian of an
idealised pre-industrial French agricultural past that the country continues to marginalise and reify
at the same time.” (P. 325).
“The CP’s anti-GMO campaign: GM crops as a problem of food quality”
“In referring to la malbouffe, Bove ́ solidified his agricultural authority and cultural expertise. As
a producer of ewes’ milk for Roquefort cheese, Bove is linked to a particularly potent cultural
symbol of place-attachment.” (P. 327).
Heller, C. 2011. Another (Food) World Is Possible: Post-industrial French Paysans Fight
for a Solidaire Global Food Policy. Anthropological Journal of European Cultures 20(1),
1–22.
Tags: #WE, #GP, #SP, #FM, #EFR, #OR
Abstract: Peasants from France's second largest union, the Confederation Paysanne, is challenging
the industrial model's instrumental rationality of agriculture. 'Reframing food questions in terms
of food sovereignty, paysans propose a solidarity-based production rationality which gives hope
to those who believe that another post-industrial food system is possible'
'This essay explores French paysans who confront, accommodate and resist both industrial and
post-industrial agricultural systems. I draw here from over a decade of longitudinal ethnographic
study of France’s second largest agricultural union, the Confederation Paysanne (CP). My early
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research (1997–2000) constituted on-the-ground study of the union’s history, structure and
culture.' (P. 90).
'I draw from Michel Foucault’s (1991) discussion of governmentality to understand how a range
of powerful institutions exercise power over paysans.' (P. 90).
'Redefining the previously pejorative term paysan, CP farmers identify themselves as humanitarian
internationalists who struggle to retain the rural ways of life and identities of peasants around the
world' (p. 91).
'producer-led agricultural movements tend to articulate a solidarity-based rationality of agriculture.
In contrast, consumer- driven movements in the global North tend to focus on more individualistic
concerns with the aesthetic and health quality of food and landscapes. Central to a post-industrial
agricultural condition is the eruption of a post-in- dustrial rural imaginary (Hervieu 1993: 7).
Societal critiques of industrial foods stimulate a popular craving for ‘alternative’ edibles, potables
and fibres perceived as ‘non-industrial’ or ‘pre-industrial’. But such imaginings are far from ‘pre’
industrial. The very idea of ‘alternative foods’ is a reaction to the industrial model' (p. 95).
'This cultural craving for organic foods elaborates into a societal longing for ‘natural spaces’
deemed appealing by tourists searching for agrarian refuge from life in a society perceived as ‘too
industrial’. EU rural development discourse thus constitutes an instance of governmentality: EU
agents govern paysans, trying to marginalise from, or enlist them into, the project of creating a
tourist-ready rural sphere. Beginning in the early 1990s, ‘multifunctionality’ becomes a keyword
around which rural development discourse revolves (Brouwer 2004). Multifunctionality refers to
rural works such as maintaining waterways, bridges, buildings and fields – tasks that lie outside
the realm of food production. Multifunctionality also refers to works that restore and conserve soil
and forests, while protecting plant and animal biodiversity once associated with diverse farming
systems that preceded monoculture agriculture. Multifunctionality entails, as well, the protection
of prairies. The dis- appearance of paysan livestock-grazing land areas leads to over-grown and
unsightly rural spaces vulnerable to seasonal brush fires. Multifunctionality discourse is relatively
popular in the EU. However, the U.S. and the Cairns Group of the WTO tend to be critical of the
multifunctionality concept. Actors express concern that supporting farmers for improving ruralscapes could be ‘trade distorting’ or could become outlets for market protectionism (CRS 1994).'
(P. 96).
'CP paysans who lobby for multifunctionality-related subsidies attempt to convince CAP and WTO
agents that their work as smallholders provides a variety of previously unrecognised rural services
that will restore the tourist appeal of the ravaged countryside' (p. 97).
'According to Beauval, multifunctionality-based subsidies provide a limited, yet significant, source
of revenue for some paysans: Some paysans try to get subsidies for multifunctionaity. ...
Multifunctionality subsidies – granted through the CAP – are primarily targeted for managing the
environment. Paysans in the mountains may receive some of these monies. Since 2002, the CAP
has at least become more oriented toward environmental issues such as protecting rivers, forests,
and also prairies. They have reserved some aid to the whole problem of over-grown grasses,
pastures that need to be maintained. Is this how paysans should be spending their time? No, of
course not. But until we are paid to produce food, we will take this' (p. 97).
Hinrichs, C. C. 2000. Embeddedness and local food systems: notes on two types of direct
agricultural market. Journal of Rural Studies 16(3), 295–303.
Tags: #FM, #CSA, #AFN
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This article ‘draws on Block's (1990) elaboration of the concepts of marketness and
instrumentalism to qualify the concept of social embeddedness. Taken together, and augmented
by consideration of how they relate to power and privilege, these concepts provide an analytical
framework that more accurately describes the social relations of two types of direct agricultural
markets — the farmers' market and community supported agriculture’ (p. 295).
- FMs are alternatives but still ‘fundamentally rooted in commodity relations’ (p. 295).
- CSAs move one closer to ‘the decommodification of food’ (p. 295).
‘Embeddedness, in this sense of social connection, reciprocity and trust, is often seen as the
hallmark (and comparative advantage) of direct agricultural markets. Economic sociologists,
however, note that the level of social embeddedness of economic activity has always been
substantial (Granovetter, 1985,1992). Although embeddedness seems an obvious feature of precapitalist or transitional economies, it is still very much a feature of modern, capitalist economies,
despite popular beliefs about “the discipline of the market”’ (p. 296).
‘In this article, I suggest that the concept of social embeddedness, if employed in a cautious, critical
fashion, is useful for analysing direct agricultural markets. Embeddedness should not be seen
simply as the friendly antithesis of the market. To develop this idea, I draw on the work of
sociologist Fred Block (1990), who uses the related concepts of marketness and instrumentalism
to qualify embeddedness. Block's analytical framework more accurately captures the sometimes
contradictory social relations of direct agricultural markets. Indeed, I argue it is precisely this
tension between embeddedness, on the one hand, and marketness and instrumentalism, on the
other, that brings to light how dynamics of power and privilege continue to characterize —
sometimes subtly — many direct agricultural markets’ (p. 296).
- Questions how embedded FMs actually are (p. 298).
- Addresses CSAs as an ‘alternative to the market’, the common problems found in CSAs, the
strength of social ties (p. 299-301).
Holston, J. and A. Appadurai. 1996. Cities and citizenship. Public Culture 8, 187-204.
Tags: #CTZ
They assert that ‘cities remain the strategic arena for the development of citizenship’, where ‘Their
crowds catalyze processes which decisively expand and erode the rules, meanings, and practices
of citizenship’ (p. 188).
They investigate ‘the variety of ways in which the economic lives of cities differentially put
pressure on the idea of the national citizen’ (p. 200).
They explain that in the context of democratization, ‘citizenship rights expand and erode in
complex arhythmic ways’ that one may conceptualize as ‘forms of violence’ (p. 201).
They are speaking about a more traditional version of citizenship here. They make an important
point that the definition of citizenship must ultimately be agreed upon by all citizens by virtue of
them all being ‘sufficiently similar to form a common purpose’ (p. 192).
‘The conventional distinction between formal and substantive aspects of citizenship is helpful in
sorting out various dimensions of these proposals. In particular, it suggests why cities may be
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especially salient sites for the constitution of different citizenships, or at least for considering the
exhaustion of national modes. If the formal refers to membership in the nation-state and the
substantive to the array of civil, political, socio-economic, and cultural rights people possess and
exercise, much of the turmoil of citizenship derives from the following problem: although in theory
full access to rights depends on membership, in practice that which constitutes citizenship
substantively is often independent of its formal status. In other words, formal membership in the
nation-state is increasingly neither a necessary nor a sufficient condition for substantive
citizenship. That it is not sufficient is obvious for many poor citizens who have formal membership
in the state but who are excluded in fact or law from enjoying the rights of citizenship and
participating effectively in its organization. This condition also applies to citizens of all classes
who find that their preferences for a desirable or proper form of life-for example, with regard to
sexual or religious practices-are not adequately embodied in the national-public sphere of rights
even though the communities in which they live may overwhelmingly approve them. Moreover, it
is now evident that a condition of formal membership without much substantive citizenship
characterizes many of the societies which have experienced recent transitions to democracy and
market capitalism in Latin America, Asia, and Eastern Europe.That formal citizenship is less
necessary for access to substantive rights is also clear: although it is required for a few rights (like
voting in national elections), it is not for most. Indeed, legally resident noncitizens, and even
illegally resident ones, often possess virtually identical socio-economic and civil rights as citizens.
Moreover, the exclusive rights of citizens are often onerous, like jury duty, military service, and
certain tax requirements. Thus, people tend to perceive them more as burdens than as rights. It is
not surprising, therefore, that recent surveys indicate that many immigrants are not as anxious as
they once might have been to embrace the citizenship of their new countries, thereby
compromising their right of return’ (p. 190).
‘The project of national citizenship depends less on the idea of the nation as a neutral framework
for competing interests than on that of the nation as a community of shared purposes and
commensurable citizens. Its working assumption is that this national community is committed to
constituting a common good and to shaping a common life well-suited to the conditions of
modernity. This notion requires a set of self-understandings on the part of citizens which lies at
the core of the liberal compact of citizenship: it requires that people perceive, through a kind of
leap of faith, that they are sufficiently similar to form common purpose. This perception is
sustained in the long run through performances of citizenship. These determine, first, that there are
meaningful common goods; second, that active participation rather than mere reception or
inheritance establishes the fundamental claim to goods; and, third, that those who participate have
equal-or at least fairly adjusted rights regardless of other differences. This liberal compact is now
under tremendous strain. With the unprecedented growth of economic and social inequalities
during the last few decades in so many nations, the differences between residents have become too
gross and the areas of commonality too few to sustain this compact. As a result, the social
imaginary of a nation of commensurable citizens disintegrates. And the performances which
sustain it fail. In the breach, the idea of a shared culture seems implausible’ (p. 192).
Humphery, K. 2017. The accidental enterprise. Ethical consumption as commerce.
Geoforum 85, 92–100.
Tags: #EC, #FT, #DNL
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- Literature summary on ethical consumption in business studies, civic engagement and market
choice, Fair Trade, alternative business practices (p. 93).
Abstract: “Ethical consumption is routinely promoted as a form of individualised responsibility
taking whereby citizen-consumers consciously engage in morally/politically directed purchasing
decisions. This has been heavily critiqued as a neoliberal reduction of civic engagement to market
choice. It has also been contested by way of a shift to problematizing the consumer as moral agent;
where attention is drawn instead to networks of agential entities advocacy organisations, certifying
bodies, marketing discourses, retail spaces, packages, household routines, and so on that configure
consumption alternatives as practice and performance. In reflecting on these concerns, this paper
qualitatively explores the enterprising (rather than consumer enactment) of the ethical. Drawing
on a multifaceted, three-year study of alternative consumption in Australia, the paper attends to
the framing of ethical enterprise through business language, to the often ambivalent deployment
of various commercial models and marketing strategies in the doing of ethical business, and to
how a contestatory commerce is being imagined, especially in terms of its relations to a politics of
social and economic change and to a commercial mainstream. Informed by work on markets as
pragmatically assembled and on the economy as multiple, emphasis is placed throughout this
article on ethical enterprise as a space of political ambiguity and as a gesture towards an alternative
commerce that displaces an understanding of ethical consumption as resting on the actions of the
virtuous consumer.”
“This is to rehearse the now standard critique of ethical consumption, a politics of the marketplace
variously invoking a disposition towards the sustainable, the globally fair, the socially just, the
organic, the local, the humane. It is a critique that intensifies in face of the growth – in many
western cities – of an alternative enterprise sector that feeds and feeds off the figure of the ethical
consumer. The expansion of such enterprise appears to speak all too clearly of the rank
commercialization of the ethical purchase. It speaks also, however, of how challenged (and
challenging) commerce can be when it becomes entangled with discourses of oppositional politics
and with claims of social change.” (P. 92)
“A number of contentions inform this analysis. First, this article seeks to recognise the precarious
autonomy of alternative commercial models and of the practices ethical enterprises employ, even
when those models and practices appear to be encased in a neoliberal logic. Second, I emphasise
how those who operate alternative enterprises retain a critical sense of the political ambiguities of
ethical consumption, but do so – unlike the distanced observer – through an immersed engagement
with this terrain. Third, and perhaps most importantly, I argue that an attention to ethical
consumption as commerce is crucial to moving beyond a reduction of this politics to consumer
agency.” (P. 93)
“Scholarship on ethical consumption, especially fair trade, has focused extensively – as we have
previously noted – on the relational aspects of alternative shopping; especially the relations that
are fabricated between Southern producer and Northern consumer in promoting a sense of ‘caring
at a distance’. This article attends to the somewhat different, local relationalities surrounding
ethical enterprises, in particular their concrete and imagined connection to movement politics and
their problematic engagement with business ideologies. What especially marks these local
relationalities is that they are performed on a perimeter. That is, ethical enterprise remains both
commercially and politically tenuous, operating at the margins of a commercial mainstream and
on the edge of movements for social and environmental change (movements that remain intensely
suspicious of any commercialization of oppositional politics).” (P. 97)
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“First, the possibility of ethical consumption going mainstream – in the sense of engaging a greater
number of consumers – is both pressure and barrier. Many enterprises are intensely aware of the
niche status of their operation and that they are, in political terms, selling to the converted. As
Beck from the CERES Grocery commented: ‘I feel like I work in a bubble; it’s a good bubble but,
you know!’. In grasping the need to move beyond this marginality many participants in this study
recognized that the affordability of ethical goods and services is a central issue. Yet this realisation
is tempered – and made more complex – by the fact that many enterprises work to promote socially
just and economically realistic pricing of commodities that a global capitalist economy damagingly
undervalues. Moving out of marginality by way of price-point, then, is no simple matter in that
making things cheaper may facilitate access to ethical products but undermine a fair remuneration
for producers.” (P. 98)
“First, the narrative offered throughout this article problematizes a default critique of ethical
consumption as neoliberalism. It does not deny the daunting presence and power of a neoliberal
capitalism, nor suggest that ethical consumption as commerce escapes its clutches, but looks
towards the precarious autonomy of 'ethical' commercial models. Ethical enterprise, as I have
argued, locates itself and is located by others as operating on uncertain business terrain. It dwells,
and increasingly so, in the halls of commerce – through its commodification of ethicality, its
pursuit of profit, and its deployment of business language, models and marketing strategies – but
it also gestures towards new performances of economy and attempts to remake markets in the
process.” (P. 99)
Hurenkamp, M., E. Tonkens, and J. W. Duyvendak. 2012. Crafting citizenship: negotiating
tensions in modern society. London, UK: Palgrave Macmillan.
Tags: #CTA, #NL, #B
Citizenship as a political strategy.
Focuses on NL, citizenship practices, public debate, how people unite, how/why they disperse,
and to what extent they manage to forge unity of one kind or another.
‘On the level of theory, the notion of “citizenship” integrated community membership on the one
hand and justice on the other. On the level of society, interest in citizenship was ignited by
developments such as the rise of multiculturalism and nationalism, the backlash against the welfare
state, and increasing voter apathy’ (p. 1).
‘Citizenship is regarded as a relatively neutral way to fill the gap created by the decline of
individualism. It is supposed to correct the balance between rights and duties in debates on the
welfare state, to resolve the conflict between collective and private identities in debates on
multiculturalism, to reconnect subjects and their rulers in a democratic fashion’ (p. 3).
‘Seeing citizenship as a craft clarifies the fact that it means being invited to join a professional
association, appreciating that one learns through one’s mistakes, and fostering people’s talents. It
is a continuous process, not a matter of passing an exam or fulfilling a set of duties’ (p. 5).
‘Second, citizens increasingly see themselves as customers. This has been encouraged by recent
policy. Customers do not participate in governance; they only need to make their preferences
known and pay for services. The result is that citizens no longer consider the public interest…;
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politics has been reduced to media spectacle… and citizens supposedly act only when their own
interests are at stake… Above all, customers want their preferences to be attended to and to be
well served’ (p. 8).
- Problematizes ‘citizenship’ as a concept, how it is used in societies.
- Explains individualization and active citizenship, and surveys in NL are used to explain local
understandings of citizenship.
James, D. 2013. Citizenship and land in South Africa: from rights to responsibilities.
Critique of Anthropology 33(1), 26-46.
Tags: #CTZ
- ‘citizenship becomes more individuated’ when in a ‘market-oriented form’.
- neoliberal governmentality ‘overlooks the extent to which state and market intermesh and are
tightly interwoven’.
- understands citizenship as merging state and market.
- Takes a somewhat hierarchical view of the power dynamics of citizenship, but also recognizes
‘ordinary actors’ can resist such power.
- Citizenship in anthropology is something processual rather than simply rights and duties (27).
‘First, anthropology has demonstrated that citizenship is processual, and has a situated and
contingent character, rather than embodying a static set of juridical rights and associated duties’
(p. 27).
‘newly emerging citizenship is often modeled on preexisting groupings or modes of identification
which provide templates for that which is newly to be endowed or restored’ (p. 27).
Over time, the ‘importance of individual enterprise’ in the more market-oriented version of
citizenship began to grow in importance and the emphasis shift to individuals being responsible
for their own wellbeing (p. 28).
Calls Ferguson and Gupta’s (2002) neoliberal governmentality as proposing ‘an overdetermined
and monolithic vision of citizenship in its marketised form’ (p. 28).
In her case study, land symbolizes citizenship, and is also the material outcome of citizens
exercising their democratic rights by getting their land back (p. 31).
‘What is as noteworthy as the ethnicised character of multicultural citizenship in the US studies
cited above, is the fact that citizenship rights under neoliberal conditions appear to be characteristic
of a more atomised and individualised society, where market relationships predominate, inequality
is on the increase, and attempts are made to inculcate responsible behaviour even among those
sections of the population that may not, in the end, enjoy many of the fruits of that citizenship.
While the Doornkop case illustrates how citizenship in post-apartheid South Africa initially
seemed set to intensify the ethnic differentiations that the apartheid state had once enshrined in
law, contesting statist discourses of egalitarian liberation, the case of a nearby farm demonstrates
how the welfarist vision of citizenship as fulfilling needs and providing entitlements has been
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quickly superseded by market-oriented notions which posit the individual citizen as responsible
for her own wellbeing and sustainable reproduction. In the process, new faultlines have become
evident, sometimes partly replacing or at least cross-cutting the older ones. Racial discourses of
whiteness/blackness have re-emerged as the means through which ideas of the responsible citizen
are expressed’ (p. 37).
Also, cites Ong, in explaining how ‘cultural citizenship’ can involve ‘the cultural inscription of
state power’ (Ong quotes, not James) (p. 38).
Cultural discourses can also be hegemonic, advocate ‘self-reliant struggle’ (p. 38).
Jarosz, L. 2008. The city in the country: Growing alternative food networks in Metropolitan
areas. Journal of Rural Studies 24(3), 231–244.
Tags: #AFN, #UA, #CSA
- Literature review on AFNs and how they are variously defined, addresses the definition of ‘local’
(p. 233).
‘Urbanization and rural restructuring are critical to the development of AFNs. AFNs are not a
‘‘thing’’ to be described, but rather emerge from political, cultural and historical processes. The
interactions of urbanization and rural restructuring produce AFNs that are differentiated and
marked by uneven development that does not necessarily support all farmers participating in the
network. This indicates both the fragility and the dynamism inherent in AFNs that are tied to
metropolitan development and change. Paradoxically, increasing urban demand for seasonal, and
organic produce grown ‘close to home’ and the processes of rural restructuring which emphasize
small-scale sustainable family farming and its direct food linkages to cities do not necessarily
enable all farmers to consistently make a living from season to season’ (p. 231).
‘Just because farmers and consumers can meet face to face does not necessarily personalize these
relationships in the support of a progressive vision of the moral and social significance attached to
knowing where food comes from (DeLind, 1999)’ (p. 233).
Details the challenges of farming in AFNs, where barter/trade also exists between producers, and
discusses the costs to farmers in these systems using extended quotes from informants (p. 238+).
Jung, Y. 2011. Parting the “Wine Lake”: The Revival of the Bulgarian Wine Industry in the
Age of CAP Reform. Anthropological Journal of European Cultures 20(1), 1–19.
Tags: #EFR, #EE, #GP
'On the one hand, they were grateful to the available EU funds, which offered them a rare chance
as small-scale producers to develop their wine business that would have been impossible
otherwise. On the other hand, such cases were demoralising and frustrating because they struggled
to keep their boutique winery running and to reshape the path of the Bulgarian wine development
by producing quality wine competitive in the global market. To them, wine was not simply an
agricultural product but a cultural commodity which reflected the identity of the place of origin,
namely its unique terroir' (p. 11).
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'It reflects multiple layers of problems that come with the heavily subsidised agricultural sector in
Europe (almost half of the EU budget goes to the agricultural sector) through the EU’s programmes
on agricultural and rural development (such as CAP and SAPARD). These problems include: the
structure of these programmes that privileges large-scale producers, the creation of dependence on
subsidy which makes European farms less competitive in the global market, and the ‘national
envelope’ structure in which funds get distributed through each nation-state' (p. 11).
CAP budget negotiated and allocated to local beneficiaries. Implies lobbying power and
corruption.
'my ultimate goal is to think about formulating a framework that facilitates our understanding of
the complex relationship between ‘the state’ and ‘the supranational/ international entity’ to which
many state functions have seemingly been allocated. I suggest that such an understanding is
significant for creating effective policies that resonate with local experiences. I particularly engage
with discussions on ‘transnational governmentality’ (Ferguson and Gupta 2002), which provides
insights into the complex relationship between the state and the EU' (p. 12).
'In Bulgaria, there are several private agencies (locally called ‘project consultation agencies’)
specialising in project writing for EU funds. These ex- perts not only write the proposals and offer
advice to the applicants about necessary supporting documents, but they also have ‘lobbying
power’ in the state administration, which distributes the EU funds. This lobbying power, however,
is limited and people working in these kinds of agencies do not take on the role of ‘cultural broker’.
These agencies charge a percentage of the winning grants for their services. They are thus more
inclined to work with larger projects. While people like Ivan opted out of EU funds because of
their reluctance to engage with politics, there were many small-scale farmers who did not even
dare to approach the EU subsidy as a possible option for developing their vineyards and farming
practices. Many of them were sceptical of their state’s ability to distribute the funds fairly and
effectively. When I asked an elderly grape farmer what she thought of the available EU subsidy,
she pointed her fingers up and said: ‘That is for those up there – we don’t even dream of it. It does
not apply to our situation.’' (P. 17).
'To date, the most significant support for the Bulgarian wine industry concerns the creation of new
vineyards under SAPARD before the accession in 2007. Some 55 projects were approved and
implemented. Almost all of the beneficiaries were large-scale producers (GAINT Report 2007).
My informants, Yana and Kiril, belonged to the very few small-scale producers who were able to
receive the subsidy without direct political clout. When they started their private business in
winemaking, they operated as negociants without owning their own wineries. Instead, using their
social networks of 30 years within the wine industry, they sought after the best grapes all over the
country, purchased them directly from small-scale grape farmers, and made wines in different
wineries, sometimes paying rent and other times offering their winemaking skills that would allow
them to process their purchased grapes there' (p. 19).
'Looking through the eyes of Bulgarian wine producers, the imaginings of the state and the EU is
greatly influenced by their past and present experiences in which the state remains central in the
social practices of transnational governmentality' (pp. 20).
'The cultural significance of vineyard ownerships, however, makes it harder to consolidate small
parcels of vineyards under a single ownership' (p. 20).
'The discourse of multifunctional agriculture, however, still appears remote for most Bulgarian
wine producers, who continue to struggle to articulate their identity in the global wine market.
Hence, issues of ecological sustainability, environmental issues or organic movement have not
entered the daily vocabulary among wine producers, who primarily limit their discourse of
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multifunctional agriculture to wine tourism. In this regard, they remain more in the productivist
logic than in the realm of developing an integrated rural landscape. This points to the importance
of attending to the diverse and different historical and socio-economic trajectories for the efficacy
of the agricultural reforms in the EU. The efficacy of these EU reforms can be facilitated through
an understanding of the social relations to the state and the supranational entity, as argued thus far'
(p. 23).
'Ultimately, the Bulgarian wine industry faces the challenge of rein- venting their winemaking
tradition and engaging in the identity politics of wine to reclaim their global market share. This
involves developing both the price-advantageous wine (table and bulk wine) and unique wine
(fine/elite wine) that can offer a distinctive Bulgarian character to global wine consumers.
According to the Bulgarian winemakers, this can be done by promoting their own local grape
variety as well as by promoting more about the classical grape varietals (e.g. Merlot) based on the
concept of terroir (origin of place, including all the climate factors that determines the taste of
wine, often translated in English as ‘the taste of place’). The number of wine producers who focus
on this concept of terroir is rather small because of the socialist legacy that produced a
disconnection between winemakers and grape-growers. Often, winemakers employed in the stateowned wine plant during the socialist time had little knowledge of where the grapes came from
because the centralised communist state managed and distributed the grapes. Thus, many
winemakers have only recently started to learn about the connection of the ‘place’ where the grapes
grow and the ‘taste’ of that locale. The majority of Bulgarian wine producers, therefore, are geared
towards promoting ‘the taste of place’ through their unique native grape varietals. It remains hard
to determine which strategy is more successful because Bulgarian wines in the international
marketplace still occupy only the bargain-level shelves (priced cheaply). According to
conventional wine knowledge, in this low price point, terroir in its strictest sense has little
relevance. In any case, both strategies are believed to craft a ‘Bulgarian-ness’ that the market
demands. Interestingly, globalisation from the vantage point of the marginal wine producers entails
a standardisation process (so that unfamiliar wines can be categorised) that allows them to gain
global recognition' (p. 24).
Kanna, A. 2010. Flexible citizenship in Dubai: neoliberal subjectivity in the emerging “citycorporation”. Cultural Anthropology 25(1), 100-129.
Tags: #CTZ
- Develops a concept of flexible citizens amongst young people in Dubai.
- Casts this as ‘locally inflected neoliberalism’.
- Articulations of these appropriations of neoliberalist principles appear in the young professionals
in Dubai in such a way as to fashion a 'locally inflected neoliberalism' of what she calls 'flexible
citizens' to describe how they construct their identities and in doing so are shifting between
'different scales and cultural worlds' (p. 101). In so doing, they appropriate neoliberal discourses,
showing how neoliberalism 'is inflected by local meanings, discourses, and histories, and how
appropriations of neoliberalism mediate local ambiguities pertaining to social and gender identity'
(p. 102).
‘Following Ong (1999) and Wilson (2004), I call the young Dubai professionals engaged in
fashioning a locally inflected neoliberalism “flexible citizens” to describe their shifting between
different scales and cultural worlds in constructing their identities. The ways that Dubai’s flexible
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citizens appropriate neoliberal discourses shows both how neoliberalism, rather than being
monolithic, is inflected by local meanings, discourses, and histories, and how appropriations of
neoliberalism mediate local ambiguities pertaining to social and gender identity’ (p. 102).
The flexibility aspect of the concept seems to be how young people manage to accommodate the
expectations put upon them by ‘traditional’ society (and their families), including expectations of
gendered behavior, and how they come to embody neoliberal work principles and habits. In this
way, her work overlaps with Ong quite a bit.
‘My argument in this essay emerges from recent developments in the anthropological analysis of
neoliberalism. The complex ways in which different parts of the global economy have responded
to the global economic pressures of the past few decades have confounded theories of
neoliberalism as a “package of policies, ideologies, and political interests” (Hoffman et al. 2006:9).
Instead of assuming the meaning of neoliberalism, as such theories tend to do, it is more productive
to shift our focus toward two areas: to the ways in which local structures of meaning and symbolic
contexts inflect neoliberal policies and ideologies, and to the ways in which everyday people
actively cultivate selves and subjectivities in relation to emergent neoliberal governmental
regimes’ (p. 123).
Class aspect: ‘The emphasis on cultural authenticity and proper, ethical citizenship carries
particular significance in a polity, such as Dubai, where the ruling elite have historically struggled
to legitimize themselves as representatives of the populace’ (p. 124).
Klein, J. 2009. Creating ethical food consumers? Promoting organic foods in urban
Southwest China. Social Anthropology 17(1), 74–89.
Tags: #EC, #OR, #SU, #GP
- Ethical food in urban China.
- How various organizations promote these ideas.
- It focuses on environmental NGOs.
- Shows how activists are engaging with environmentalism and the nationally salient issue of food
health and safety.
- It focuses on two private organic food enterprises that try to engage with such issues and also
educate consumers.
Urban environmentalists are promoting organic food consumption to create ‘ethical food
consumers’, and asks ‘what kinds of ethics are being promoted, and whose interests are being
furthered, and what does the promotion of these foods tell us about environmentalism and
consumerism’ (p. 74).
It addresses the organization PEAC, which cooperates with government and cultivates
international ties. It is focuses on stopping the spread of chemical pesticides in the Yunnan
countryside and carried out its own research on pesticide use as part of its project (p. 75).
‘Unlike conservationists, for instance, whose ideals are based on images of an untouched
‘wilderness’, Vos maintains that organic farming movements have instead drawn their inspiration
from pastoral ideals of the ‘middle landscape’ of human-nature interaction. Organic farming
movements have often advocated a holistic worldview, one which understands human health to
being intimately connected to the health of the soil, and which highlights the human relationship
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to the land as one of stewardship and mutual dependence (Vos 2000). This view resonates with
what Weller characterises as the traditional Chinese emphasis on inter-dependence, which he tells
us is particularly apparent in understandings of food, health and the body. These emphasise that
good health is predicated on balance, which in turn is dependent on the manipulation of qi – the
cosmic energies that flow through all things – through the selection, preparation and consumption
of food’ (p. 77).
- He addresses ethical consumption and boycotts in China, which took place in the early 20 th
Century (p. 77).
‘As we shall see below, activists in PEAC were, despite their promotion of organic food
consumption, ambivalent about ‘the market road to sustainable agriculture’ (Sanders 2006)’ (p.
78).
‘PEAC members I spoke with were also sceptical of the existing arrangements for green foods and
organics, and were in fact looking to provide alternatives to the already existing ‘alternatives’.
They were unimpressed by the current certification schemes, which they argued were too
expensive for individual farmers, and they were sceptical of the organisational model for organic
agriculture promoted by the state’ (p. 79).
PEAC focuses on increasing consumers’ trust in organic products and builds on ‘householdcentred ethics of health’ (p. 87).
Klumbyte, N. 2010. Memory, identity, and citizenship in Lithuania. Journal of Baltic
Studies 41(3), 295-313.
Tags: #CTZ
- Links the value of work with performing one’s citizenship in post-socialism, linking this back to
the beginning of the USSR where under Stalin, ‘work served as both the instrument and measure
of normality. Under socialism, he notes [Stephen Kotkin 1995], work was not simply a material
necessity, but also a civic obligation and a prerequisite for good citizenship, since everyone had
the right to work and failure to work was a punishable offence’ (p. 305).
- Reminds us that there are always ways to differentiate the rights of citizens, and that class is
important in gaining access to full citizenship.
- Recollections of the Soviet era hierarchy of privilege, where ‘the “first-class” citizens of the
Soviet society’, including the bureaucratic elites and those with connections, had better access to
goods, good jobs, quality medical care, and education (p. 306-7).
- Much of this article problematizes nostalgia and the narrative of the loss of normal lives in postsocialism, which might be good for the PhD researcher on Poland.
Knezevic, I. 2016. Illicit food: Canadian food safety regulation and informal food economy.
Critical Policy Studies 10(4), 410–425.
Tags: #FS, #ILF, #FP
- Deals with how consumers confront/contest food regulations, particularly in everyday practice.
- It focuses on Nova Scotia, Canada.
- Frames raw milk consumption as resistance.
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‘Food economies that take place informally or ‘under the table’ can offer interesting insights into
relationships that people have with their food, and with social and institutional frameworks that
shape their food systems. Relying on data from 14 in-depth interviews conducted in Nova Scotia
in 2013, this paper interrogates the tensions between everyday eating practices and food safety
regulations. Specifically, I examine how informal economic activities related to food expose some
of the (perceived) shortcomings of those regulations. The stories that the participants shared offer
a glimpse into the world of meaning attached to a range of practices that exist on the margins of
contemporary food and public health systems. These stories and the associated practices challenge
current regulatory policies as scale-inappropriate, and criticize the industrial food system as
inadequate for meeting the needs of contemporary eaters. My analysis offers a cultural studies
perspective on food safety regulation and on ideological resistance embedded in informal food
economies. I illustrate this with a specific example of raw milk to further probe how people engage
with their food and how they navigate through the world of food safety – and more generally public
health – regulations’ (p. 410).
- The author explained their methodology and summarized their findings in a way that highlighted
main themes that come up in conversations around food safety (414+).
- Themes in terms of values and understandings of health risks, what is ‘live’ versus ‘dead’ food
(p. 415).
‘Food regulations then really are a ‘surrogate for trust’ (DeLind 2002), a way to mediate
relationships among producers, sellers and buyers, who are not otherwise motivated to trust one
another’ (p. 416).
- Raw milk consumption (p. 416-18).
Those living in rural areas ‘spoke at length about raw milk as the epitome of relationships that are
fundamental to rural social fabric. To them, raw milk is a symbol of direct social connections and
trust, of ‘happy’ animals, and environmental stewardship, of unadulterated, clean food. This
challenges the dominant, regulatory notions of ‘clean’ and ‘safe’ and places the emphasis on
knowing where the milk comes from rather than trusting that regulatory instruments can make it
healthy and safe’ (p. 417).
‘But my purpose here is to neither attack nor defend raw milk. Instead, I wish to apply the cultural
studies lens to this informal practice as to understand why some individuals see food safety
regulation as an affront and raw milk as a precious commodity’ (p. 417).
‘Informal economic relationships centered on food embody people’s interpretations of food and
health governance, meanings of health, nutrition and well-being, as well as ideological and
material forms of resistance’ (p. 421).
‘Through these acts of resistance, citizens create alternative spaces of social and economic
relations. As one participant stated: I would expect you to find that informal economy does provide
a lot of value in economic terms as well as in a lot of other terms in people’s lives… I want to say
that there is a large value to it all at a personal level. But I’m not sure it’s always about cost-saving
mechanisms’ (p. 421).
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Kopczyńska, E. 2017. Economies of Acquaintances: Social Relations during Shopping at
Food Markets and in Consumers’ Food Cooperatives. East European Politics and
Societies 31(1), 637-658.
Tags: #PL, #FM, #CP, #AFN, #DNL
- New research on food markets and coops in Polish urban centers.
‘Such markets are traditional forms, continuously and deeply rooted in households’ everyday
provision strategies, whereas food cooperatives are typical Alternative Food Networks inspired by
Western experiences and have only existed in Poland for a few years. The two forms have distinct
similarities, as they refer to directness and locality and are critical of dominant, mass economic
institutions. However, the analysis of consumers’ interviews points to clear differences rooted in
historical and structural determinants’ (p. 637).
She coins the exchange networks that households use to secure everyday food supplies as
‘economies of acquaintances’, and explains that in socialism these were ‘based on informal social
relationships, and were often incompatible with the institutional framework’ (p. 638).
Consumer food cooperatives have emerged, ‘however, alterities within food production and
distribution have a slightly different meaning’ (p. 639).
- Describes how FMs are different in Poland from the west (p. 639).
- Numbers on Polish household budgets (p. 640), consumer food cooperatives and their names and
places and cites other studies on them (p. 642), and historical details about cooperatives in Poland.
‘The majority of cooperatives in Poland therefore use the argument of cheap and healthy food to
recruit new members. The argument of the low cost of food in a cooperative on the one hand
indicates the mechanisms of the adaptation of the Western model to the low earnings in Poland,
and on the other the cultural models of home production and preparation of food. The lack of
intermediaries makes it possible to attain the most important goals of a cooperative: low prices,
direct contact and the ensuing trust in the supplier, and support for ecological farmers, who deliver
a larger, bulk order and immediately receive payment. In cooperatives—just like with markets—
a distance is visible with regard to administrative structures and institutions, formalised
procedures, top–down forms, and global intermediaries’ (p. 649).
Cooperative members are ideologically driven, and also care about health, politics, and social
threats of the modern food industry. However, there is not really direct contact with the farmers or
other members, but instead at the cooperative-producer level mostly, and there are only a fraction
of members who are really active (p. 649).
There is even a marked lack of trust between consumer and producer because of the latter’s
‘peasant mentality’ (p. 650).
‘A question requiring further research is the extent to which new food system models can be
anchored in traditional Eastern European agroeconomies, or whether they need complete
reinvention and reproduction of Western patterns’ (p. 654).
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Regarding coops in PL: ‘They can also be the start of new forms of AFN responding to local
conditions, such as the already emerging cooperative shops (Warsaw “Dobrze” cooperative),
cooperatives connected to institutions and larger entities, mixed forms of cooperative and
community-supported agriculture and others’ (p. 654).
Krzywoszynska, A. 2014. Wine is not Coca-Cola: marketization and taste in alternative
food networks. Agriculture and Human Values 32(3), 491–503.
Tags: #AFN, #QU, #CO, #IT
- Considers ideas around how wine is imbued with quality characteristics in the marketplace.
- It touches on terroir and looks at particular cases of wine in Italy and the adoption of organic
production principles, and how this influences quality (and perceptions of).
- It problematizes the role of DOC in the definition of quality.
- It discusses at length the notion of taste.
‘By engaging with the case of ecologically embedded wines I seek to contribute to current debates
about reconnecting consumers and producers through alternative food networks. Particularly, I
explore the opportunities a relational view of taste offers to the development of these networks. I
suggest that the work of marketisation of alternative or quality foods involves not only strategic
positioning (Murdoch et al 2002), trust (Kirwan 2004), and cultural and aesthetic mediation
(Murdoch and Miele 2002a, MacDonald 2013), but also the cultivation of consumers’ taste as a
form of visceral attachment (Hayes and Conroy 2010). Taste is here conceptualised as
experientially informed and malleable sensitivity, inseparable from the making of edibility (Roe
2006). I suggest that ecologically embedded products present consumers with particular challenges
with regards to edibility due to their variable material characteristics. As a result their
marketisation is aided by a cultivation of a ‘taste for uncertainty’. I argue that alternative food
networks could benefit from recognising uncertainty as a potential value. However, constructing
markets around uncertainty would require a challenging realignment of production and distribution
practices as well as the eating bodies of consumers. Some opportunities, limitations and pitfalls
presented by such an approach are considered in the conclusion’ (p. 494).
‘Crucially, the same biological and ecological processes which can be a source of value for
ecologically embedded edibles can also be a source of uncertainty and risk for producers and
consumers alike (Lamine 2005)’ (p. 496).
- literature on ‘economies of qualities’
‘To consider how lively goods such as some organic wines become tradable, and how they
influence the construction of new markets I draw on and aim to contribute to the study of
commodities by Michel Callon and colleagues (Callon 1998, Callon et al. 2002, Çalişkan and
Callon 2009, 2010). Their work on ‘economies of qualities’ sees qualification of products as a
central concern of all market actors, and as the basis for the structuring of markets. For Callon et
al. (2002) the qualities (characteristics) of goods are neither pre-given nor determined, but
established in processes of qualification, which can be seen as moments of adjustment between
goods and markets. Recognised qualification trials, such as certification schemes, are obligatory
passage points for goods which want to participate in the markets these trials constitute’ (p. 496).
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The case explored in 4.2: “Arcobaleno: Cultivating the “taste for uncertainty”’ is interesting
because they challenge the consumer perception that part of quality is consistency. They use
natural yeasts (wild fermentation), and very little technology in their production, which means a
high variation of flavor from one vintage to the next (p. 503).
‘By being exposed to different wines with every vintage, Patrizia suggested, their clients ‘develop
a taste’ for naturalness, in that they learn to expect difference, not continuity. This is a radically
different understanding of consumer taste to that which dominates certification-focused wine
markets, where the characteristics of a wine need to conform rather than challenge. In the context
of Patrizia’s market, taste is understood not as an unchangeable property of consumers, but as a
relational process (Teil and Hennion 2002). Consumers’ taste is not seen as an ultimate point of
reference, because taste is not an immovable unchangeable ‘thing’, but rather a relational and
evolving ‘meeting’’ (p. 504).
Lambert-Pennington, K. and H. Hicks. 2016. Class Conscious, Color-Blind: Examining
the Dynamics of Food Access and the Justice Potential of Farmers Markets. Culture,
Agriculture, Food and Environment 38(1), 57–66.
Tags: #AFN, #FMK, #CO, #FJ
- Addresses race and class issues inherent in food accessibility, particularly with farmers markets,
which ‘tend to cater to affluent communities’ (p. 57).
- They investigate a program called the Senior Farmers Market Nutritional Program in Memphis,
Tennessee, which was supposed to broaden access to healthy foods to low-income and minority
groups in former ‘food deserts’.
- They reveal how the issue of food justice is spoken about and lived on a daily basis (or struggled
for) by different marginal groups, including seniors, minorities, and low-income people.
- The issue of exclusion from AFNs and even traditional markets is addressed.
- They problematize AFNs and note that they have been characterized as ‘fundamentally neoliberal
institutions’ (p. 58).
‘Passidomo (2014) argues that a major flaw of AFNs as food justice organizations is their
fetishization of food (local, organic, etc.) as the key to solving other forms of inequality, rather
than addressing the underlying dynamics that explain unequal food distribution. She and others
argue that these organizations cannot succeed in addressing food justice without paying explicit
attention to historic inequality, and without an active focus on racial justice (Passidomo 2014;
Slocum and Cadieux 2015). “Colorblindness” within AFNs, while seemingly about promoting
equality, ignores both historic and ongoing forms of racial exclusion, allowing these practices to
continue unchallenged (Anguelovski 2014). To confront the whiteness of farmers markets, then,
requires understanding whiteness as both a racial construction and a space of class privilege.
Making whiteness visible requires interrogating both the presence (or absence) of phenotypically
white or black bodies and the ways “class and culture determine boundaries of privilege”
(Henderson and Tickamyer 2009:59). Situated in literature on the race and class dynamics of AFNs
outlined above, this study explores how the implementation of the SFMNP interacts with the AFN
landscape of Memphis to reveal the intersection of income, class, age, and race in shaping access
to farmers markets for low-income seniors’ (p. 59).
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- Describes how they set up their market study (Methods section, p. 59-60).
Lamine, C. 2005. Settling Shared Uncertainties: Local Partnerships Between Producers
and Consumers. Sociologia Ruralis 45(4), 324–345.
Tags: #AFN, #CO, #QU, #CSA
- Problematizes the transactions between producers and consumers.
- It investigates local partnerships that are responding to uncertainties (p. 326-).
- It summarizes Teikei in Japan and compares them to American CSAs (p. 327).
- Problematizes food uncertainty intrinsic to both production and consumption, which she says is
due to their natural nature (p. 324).
- Combines three case studies that include CSA-type structures.
- Producer uncertainty rests on ‘the variations in production and sales’, whereas consumer
uncertainties are more complex, she asserts, because ‘uncertainty relates to the characteristics of
products and their capacity to address concerns for safety, dietetics, taste, and ethics. Yet, we will
see that in these schemes, another form of uncertainty arises: the uncertainty about the assortment
of products in the box. Consumers do not choose their products, the assortment depends on the
crop, the weather or other hazards. Therefore, the system relies on a radical uncertainty imposed
on consumers regarding the assortment of products and the quantity of each; a necessary
uncertainty to address [end page 324] the uncertainty about the quality of the products. I will
demonstrate that these systems offer the opportunity to exchange unacceptable uncertainties,
linked for example to the use of chemicals or to animal feeding practices, for both a mix of
necessary and sufficient guarantees (no chemicals, no animal products in animal food), or promises
(a better taste, a better dietetic quality, or a production system respecting certain ethic values), but
also for acceptable uncertainties, the main one being the uncertainty about the assortment of the
box. It will appear that the system allows consumers to reduce their qualitative uncertainties
(safeness, taste, origin etc.) and farmers to reduce their uncertainties of quantitative nature (sales
and prices). This common settling of shared uncertainties is nonetheless dependent upon two
conditions’ (p. 325).
- Explains how CSAs decrease economic risks for producers through guaranteeing a market.
‘Farmers can significantly limit their losses because the system allows the smoothing out of
production variations’ (p. 329).
- Asks: ‘Are box schemes an answer to the uncertainties linked to food safety?’
- Goes into the issue of food safety and its importance to consumers in Europe (p. 330).
- How it addresses ‘consumer preferences for environmental protection through the choice of
production techniques’ (p. 332).
- Considers the importance of taste by addressing tomatoes in such AFNs because of the
‘negotiation’ tomatoes inspire between producers and consumers (p. 332-33).
- It is an important reference point in discussions around taste and quality for both producers and
consumers, as the same characteristics that make a tomato high-quality are those that make it
difficult to pack and transport to the consumer. As a result, there is a ‘process of symmetrical
learning’ (p. 333): ‘a process of symmetrical learning, through which farmers learn of consumers’
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taste and culinary uses while consumers are made aware of the production and distribution
constraints under which the farmers work. As a result of such discussions, compromises, such as
the inclusion of two different varieties of tomatoes in the same box, can result’ (p. 333).
Lazar, S. 2004. Personalist politics, clientelism, and citizenship: local elections in El Alto,
Bolivia. Bulletin Latin American Research 23(2), 228-243.
Tags: #CTZ
- Highlights how illegal and informal practices may paradoxically be ways of enacting citizenship.
- Any way that a citizen, particularly one at the margins, is able to engage with state
bodies/institutions/representatives, is a way of somehow forming one's citizenship identity.
- In Lazar's case, it is through clientelism and bribery between otherwise marginalized citizens and
those campaigning to represent their interests. Generally, patrons are in the power-holding position
in patron-client relationships, and what is interesting in this article is that she shows how clients
use the distribution of patronage to serve their own ends, in the context of political campaigns.
They take advantage of opportunities at election time to ‘bring the political process closer to home,
thus gaining benefit and substantiating their citizenship in practice, albeit temporarily’ (p. 229).
This reveals how clients can overcome the belief that they are ‘passive, unsophisticated, acritical
and uniformed, in other words as subjects of control’ (p. 229).
‘I argue that clientelism is a part of citizenship practice, a means of engaging with the state in the
person of the politician. A majority of the Bolivian population are marginalised from the oligarchic
mestizo system of government, as represented by the traditional political parties. However, at local
level, and especially during election campaigns, there is more permeability, and this article sees
clientelism as a set of strategies through which citizens attempt to make politics, and politicians,
more representative and responsive’ (p. 228 - abstract).
The strategies that clients use during election campaigns ‘can be understood as attempts to
substantiate citizenship’, in that clientelism in this context works to temporarily and pre-emptively
‘redress the normal balance of unrepresentative politics’ (p. 234).
There is also a performative aspect to this process, as political parties must publicly show in the
streets through public displays that they have popular support (p. 234).
Lazar highlights that ‘The fact that the expressive and affective dimensions of politics count as
much as (if not more than) content perhaps reflects a weakness of the public sphere (Lomnitz,
1995). Certainly it presents a dilemma for a public code of sober, rational, representative
democracy, since the one thing that campaign rallies do not allow is that voters soberly assess the
merits of different political parties on the basis of their proposals for government’ (p. 236).
Lazar, S. and M. Nuijten. 2013. Citizenship, the self, and political agency. Critique of
Anthropology 33(1), pp. 3-7.
Tags: #CTZ
- A short introductory text that outlines the major anthropological work on citizenship in recent
years.
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- The emphasis for them is the practice of political membership, how citizens are able to affect
politics (p. 3).
- It has always been a process of ‘working on the self to create good citizens, from the ancient
Greeks to Rousseau’ (p. 4).
‘In addition, as Aihwa Ong pointed out in an important article published in 1996, top-down
processes of ‘being made’ articulate with more bottom-up processes of ‘self-making’ (Ong, 1996:
737), or technologies of the self. This has required ethnographic attention to the agency of citizens,
as well as those claiming citizenship, or claiming better citizenship themselves. A body of work
has focussed on how people frame and make claims of the state (Holston, 2008; Petryna, 2002)’
(p. 4).
They adopt ‘an expansive notion of citizenship, as about political belonging beyond just legal
status and rights. One of the tensions running through these articles is whether anthropologists can
broaden the concept of citizenship so far as to include political agency or belonging in a very wide
sense. Thus, citizenship might be either an analytical category denoting political agency generally
even where not specifically and explicitly articulated around questions of citizenship, or a language
of the political that may or may not be used by local actors’ (p. 4).
The issue of how tied to the state the definition or concept of citizenship needs to be. For instance,
Lazar in this issue focuses on a trade union and peoples’ political involvement in that structure.
Brings in the idea of there being a ‘correct’ way to practice citizenship (p. 5).
Leitch, A. 2003. Slow food and the politics of pork fat: Italian food and European identity.
Ethnos 68(4), 437–462.
Tags: #SF, #IT, #EFR, #ES, #FS
'My assumption in this paper is that deepening concerns in Europe over food policy are linked to
questions of European identity, indeed with moral economies and with the imagination of Europe’s
future as well as its past' (p. 441).
'In sum, food and identity are becoming like the ‘Euro,’ a single common discursive currency
through which to debate Europeanness and the implications of economic globalization at the
beginning of the twenty-first century' (p. 442).
Growth of the Slow Food Movement in the context of... 'a period marked by tremendous economic
growth, the expansion of commercially organized leisure and the passage of cultural power into
the hands of the economic elite. Coinciding with these trends has been the rapid emergence of an
influential independent non-profit sector of the economy and the development of new civil spaces
fostering alternate forms of civic associationism. The appearance of the Slow Food movement at
this specific historical conjuncture must, therefore, be tracked in relation to these more general
transformations to Italian institutional politics and cultural life' (p. 442).
'There is already ample ethnographic evidence demonstrating the influence of global cultural shifts
in consumer taste on the organization of production (Blim 2000b; Mintz 1985; Roseberry 1996;
Heyman 1997; Hernandez & Nigh 1998; Schneider 1994). More polemically, Daniel Miller (1995;
1997) has suggested that consumption has displaced production as the new ‘vanguard’ of the late-

58

capitalist motor and that understanding the practices of consumption cross-culturally may reveal
new roles for consumers as international political actors (p.442).
'The growth of consumerist forms of identity-production in liberal democratic societies thus
coincides with the development of new possibilities for consumer politics in which culture has
become a favoured idiom of political mobilization. Leaving aside for the moment these larger
questions, let me now return to the local ethnographic context. The first section of this essay is
grounded in what might be termed a phenomenology of pork fat. In other words, I am interested
in exploring the meanings of pork fat for local people and how these meanings may have changed
in relation to its later appropriation as a key symbol of an ‘endangered food’ for the Slow Food
movement.' (P. 443).
'Several 'endangered foods' were imagined as under threat... the threat was standardization and the
imposition of new hygiene legislation, which would considerably diminish the economic viability
of many of these artisanal producers... More importantly, however, lardo presented an
unambiguous test case for new European Union hygiene rules, which insisted on the utilization of
non-porous materials in food production... Local lardo makers involved in this dispute thus had a
vested interest in lobbying for exceptions to the generic rules designed for large food
manufacturers. Their interests coincided perfectly with Slow Food’s own political agenda, in
particular its campaign to widen the debate over food rules to include cultural issues' (p. 446).
'When I visited them in 1998, the lardo makers in Colonnata were lobbying regional politicians to
protect the name of lardo through its nomination as Denominazione d’Origine Protetta (d.o.p.), a
label which would demonstrate that lardo was entirely produced in the village of Colonnata.
Alternately, if this failed, they wanted the Tuscan regional government to approve the title of
Indicazione Geografica Protetta (i.g.p.), a less onerous label indicating that the raw material used
in lardo production is derived from a circumscribed area around the village of Colonnata. When I
returned to Carrara the following year, in 1999, Fausto despond- ently told me that while they had
failed to obtain the protection of a collective trademark for lardo, eleven individuals, including
himself, had managed to acquire the legal copyright to the name lardo di Colonnata. More recently
again, this group has formed a legal association — Associazione Tutela Lardo di Colonnata —
specifically for the protection of the name of their product. Though they own the legal title, not all
members of this group actually produce pork fat, while others outside this original group are now
no longer technically entitled to sell a product with the name lardo di Colonnata. Nevertheless, an
ongoing legal battle still rages between the original group of eleven and outside butcheries who
have formed a rival group. The city of Carrara has now established a working study group to deal
with the controversy, funding the publication of further books, articles and scientific reports on the
subject of pork fat, while the village of Colonnata has sponsored a sculpting competition and plans
to erect a marble statue of a pig in its main square. Clearly, there is a deeply ironic conclusion to
be drawn from this brief account. Partly as a consequence of Slow Food’s promotional campaign,
a food which was once a common element in local diets and an essential source (end 447) of
calorific energy for impoverished quarry workers, has been reinvented and repackaged as an exotic
item for gourmet consumption. A product associated with a distinct social history and corporeal
memory is now privately patented by a group of people who may be entitled to sell the recipe' (p.
448).
'As we have seen, the cultural politics of marketing authenticity may also have unexpected
consequences for direct producers. One further ironic example emerged during a return visit to
Carrara in the summer of 2002. As Fausto joked with me about refusing to play the part of the
‘peasant dressed in black,’ it became clear that the pork fat makers had fallen out with their Slow
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Food promoters precisely over issues of marketing. In particular they objected to the promotion of
pork fat manufactured outside the area of Colonnata in the Co-op, a national supermarket chain
with political connections to the old and new lefts, including the Slow Food Movement. Eventually
fed up with Slow Food’s instrumentalization of lardo as a logo for the authenticity of their politics,
especially in the absence of continuing economic benefit, pork fat makers from Colonnata were
threatening an embarrassing protest outside Slow Food’s signature public event, the 2002 trade
fair in Turin.' (P. 457).
'While more generally widespread fears of environmental contamination through the uncontrolled
introduction of genetically modified foods and crops mirror other fears of cultural contamination
as national boundaries disappear, in Italy a fear of cultural homogenization has manifested itself
in a politics of taste, based around the protection of ‘endangered foods.’ But whereas Slow Food
founders once impishly promoted the ‘right to pleasure’ as a critique of Left asceticism, now
pleasure has become a political duty and food is, perhaps, no longer simply a private pleasure' (p.
458).
Lozano-Cabedo, C. and C. Gomez-Benito. 2017. A theoretical model of food citizenship
for the analysis of social praxis. Journal of Agricultural and Environmental Ethics 30(1),
1-22.
Tags: #CTZ
Abstract: ‘The objective of this article is to apply the analytical framework of citizenship to the
food dimension in order to identify the features which, from an analytical perspective, characterise
food citizenship. By reviewing the available literature, we identify which are the constituent
elements associated with the current concept of citizenship and we explore the treatment that
different food theory approaches give to them. We also analyze what are the characteristics
attributed to food citizenship by scholars and food movement practitioners. In addition, we propose
a theoretical model of food citizenship structured into eight propositions. These propositions have
as core ideas an extended concept of the right to food, the assumption of obligations, the
combination of public and private behavior, the individual and collective participation, the
empowerment of all actors of the agri-food system, the promotion of justice, fairness and
sustainability in food systems, and a cosmopolitan character of food citizenship. The theoretical
model of food citizenship we propose is a framework under construction, but we believe it to be a
useful tool to stimulate theoretical debate about the concept, guide empirical research and foment
citizen awareness about food issues’ (p. 1).
- Covers big concepts and issues, good orientation in the topic.
- Calling for more enlightened consumers and for political enlightenment in general.
- Conclusion: ‘We think that politically orientated food citizenship should aim for deep
transformation of the economic, social and political institutions which shape the global agri-food
system. It should participate in the redefinition of the role of the state and the market, as well as
that of the different social actors of the food system. It should bring about more horizontal and
inclusive food governance and seek out more democratic and transparent institutions which
respond to the universal right for sufficient, healthy, quality and sustainable food. This means food
politics taking into account the legitimate interests of citizens and opening up to citizen
participation’ (p. 17).
- The rethinking of citizenship is a result of a crisis of liberal democracy and globalization (p. 2).
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Questions they address: ‘what are scholars and food movement practitioners referring to when they
speak of food citizenship? Which characteristics of the general concept of citizenship is the concept
based on? What connections does food citizenship have with other food concepts? What are the
features that characterize food citizenship?’ (p. 2).
They summarize and contextualize in brief ways different food theories that link to citizenship,
including: citizen-consumer, food security, food justice, food sovereignty, food democracy
(approx. 1 page each).
They contend that FC should be investigated through the lense of social rights because it extends
to other rights such as the rights to food as well as consumer responsibility in food choices, or in
their terms ‘the debate about the theory and praxis of food citizenship’ (p. 3).
Discussion of food justice points to how FJ advocates focus on ‘reinforcing connections between
rural and urban areas, and between consumers and producers’ (p. 9).
This is quite close to how they discuss food sovereignty because it is about the right to food (p.
10).
Outlines the emergence of food citizenship (pp. 11-12).
Eight propositions that they say is part of a ‘theoretical model’ for food citizenship: (1) Food
Citizenship is Based on the Recognition of the Social Right to Sufficient, Healthy and Quality
Food; (2) Food Citizenship is a Question of Justice, Equality and Fairness; (3) Food Citizenship is
Based on Autonomy and the Right to Truthful, Sufficient and Comprehensible Information; (4)
Food Citizenship is Also a Question of Responsibilities to: (a) Human Beings (Including Future
Generations), (b) All Other Living Beings, (c) Other Actors of the Agri-Food System, (d) The
Environment; (5) Every Citizen is a Subject of Food Citizenship; (6) Food Citizenship Manifests
Itself in Both the Individual and Collective Spheres, As Well As in the Private and Public Spaces;
(7) Food Citizenship Means the Right and the Obligation to Participate in the Governance of the
Food System; (8) Food Citizenship Has a Cosmopolitan Character.
Madej, T., E. Pirożnikow, J. Dumanowski, and Ł. Łuczaj. 2014. Juniper Beer in Poland:
The Story of the Revival of a Traditional Beverage. Journal of Ethnobiology 34(1), 84–
103.
Tags: #PL, #CO
‘Low-alcohol beverages made of juniper pseudo-fruits were once common in parts of northern and
northeastern Poland. The aim of this article is to investigate the history of juniper beer production,
its role in local communities, changes in recipes, and signs of revival of the tradition’ (p. 84).
‘Juniper beers were made in central and northeastern Poland, mainly for weddings, holidays, or
other special occasions. The tradition gradually declined throughout the twentieth century and has
now practically disappeared. Juniper beer, however, recently has been popularized in the Kurpie
region as a regional specialty, aimed at visitors to the area since the 1990s. The beverage is gaining
increasing media attention, not only in the region but across Poland, and it is now produced in a
large proportion of households in Kurpie (either for sale or for domestic use)’ (p. 84).
‘Juniper beer is an example of a tradition revival combining a few emerging trends, among which
are the use of wild foods and attention to local recipes and home-fermented dishes’ (p. 84).
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- They go through various types of plants used in food/beverage making.
- Give historical details about juniper berries.
- Technical production and qualities of the drink.
- What makes it unique and important to the community.
- The role of tourists in building a market.
Matacena, R. 2016. Linking alternative food networks and urban food policy: a step
forward in the transition towards a sustainable and equitable food system? International
Review of Social Research 6(1), 49-58.
Tags: #AFN, #SU, #EFR, #UA
- This article explains the incentives for both producers and consumers to be active in AFNs (p.
51).
- It investigates urban food policy, explaining how AFNs fit into this.
- They explain how AFNs are actually embedded deeply in conventional food systems, and indeed
are dependent on the capitalist market for their ‘social and material reproduction’ (p. 52).
‘They are not to be seen, as Goodman and his colleagues assert (ibid.), as ‘oppositional’ in the
sense that they seek to overthrow the hegemonic capitalist system. Rather, they interact and coevolve with the conventional food system and attempt to change it from within, challenging its
productivity-driven socio-spatial arrangements by creating alternative economic spaces within
which to develop different operational logics and value systems. As all economic geographies,
AFNs are constrained by the requirements of materially effective circuits of consumption,
exchange and production (Leyshon et al., 2003) and thus engage in a peculiar relationship with the
consolidated food system which is concurrently competitive and symbiotic’ (-. 52).
‘While avoiding the risks of ‘dis-embedding’ and ‘de-localization’ scaling-up processes imply,
which may cause the loss of the distinctive local connection and ‘regard’ for the producers, such
socio-ecological projects [end page 52] have to become assemblages of production-consumption
practices, knowledge, routines and imaginaries, able to reconfigure the ‘orderings’ engendered by
conventional agri-food (ibid.). This calls for a ‘reflexive’ approach to governance, based on the
continuous negotiation among a diversity of interests, interpretations and priorities, in which the
focus is not on the shared goals and values, but on the process through which goals and values
come to be shaped (Mount, 2012)’ (p. 53).
Cities have regulatory roles for local food systems, and this makes political power important to
understanding — food policy councils and urban food strategies are two instruments they may use
(p. 54).
- Goes into such institutions, citing key literature.
Mares, T. 2014. Engaging Latino Immigrants in Seattle Food Activism. In V. Siniscalchi
and C. Counihan (eds.), Food Activism: Agency, Democracy, and Economy. London:
Bloomsbury, 31-46.
Tags: #GA, #FP, #FM
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US allotment gardens went by other names: war-, liberty-, victory-, and relief- gardens, and were
‘intimately tied to larger processes of human migration, militarization, and economic
transformation. World War I marked a major wave of allotment gardening and brought with it an
explicit connection to American patriotism and the obligations of citizenship. Those who
contributed to the war effort as food producers, who were “formerly thought of as poor people in
want of food and instruction,… became full-fledged patriotic citizens” (Warner 1987: 17)’ (p. 33).
Levkoe’s definition of food democracy: “‘Food democracy refers to the idea of public decisionmaking and increased access and collective benefit from the food system as a whole” (2006: 91)’.
Meneley, A. 2014. Resistance Is Fertile! Gastronomica: the Journal of Food and Culture
14(4), 69–78.
Tags: #FM, #FP, #GR, #ML, #UA.
- Conceptualizes food production as a form of political resistance.
- This research takes place in Palestine.
- Traces the production of Taybeh beer, the first Palestinian microbrewed beer, and Sharaka, a
community supported agricultural group in the West Bank that supports ‘reinvention’, or basically
the promotion of local food and widening accessibility.
- Taybeh incorporates politics into their slogan (taste the revolution).
- Draws on James Scott’s (1985) theory of resistance and ‘weapons of the weak’, as well as cites
Abu-Lughod (1990) and the idea of resistance as a ‘diagnostic of power’ (p. 69).
- Brings in the idea of infrastructure as implicated in resistance activities (p. 70).
‘I have found Julia Elyachar’s discussion of how agency is embedded in infrastructure and
infrastructure is implicated in resistance activities insightful. This is particularly salient given the
peculiar status of infrastructure in the West Bank where, instead of facilitating connectivity,
infrastructure is designed to impede and exclude flows—in this case, commodities of sustenance
(Elyachar 2014: 460)’ (p. 70).
- Brings in the idea of infrastructures of cities as being hinderances to sociality/communication.
‘primarily concerned with both of Palestinian products instead of Israeli-produced food products.
The article investigates the important differences between the two in terms of their orientation
toward international (Taybeh) or local markets and audiences (Sharaka). The two also differ
crucially in their attitude toward effective resistance: through developing Palestinian firms within
a neoliberal economy or in striving for an independent Palestinian agriculture in opposition to
dependence on Israeli food products. Further, the two differ on practices of boycott: Sharaka
supports the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement whereas Taybeh actively seeks Israeli
markets for its beer’ (p. 70).
‘Sharaka can be considered ‘‘guerrilla gardening,’’ like olive tree planting and olive picking, in
that its revolutionary strategies lie within the agricultural realm and has food sovereignty for
Palestine as its goal’ (p. 77).
Sharaka is an NGO that wants to ‘provide high-quality baladi food for baladi people… for political
ends to produce a moral and ethical food economy’, and it also advocates non-GMO, returning to
land, and ‘resistance as an embodied, everyday act’ (p. 77).
Micheletti, M. and D. Stolle. 2012. Sustainable citizenship and the new politics of
consumption. The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social Science 644,
88-120.
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Tags: #CTZ
- Looks at sustainable citizenship across a number of axis (individuals, corporations, and NGOs),
including vegetarians and Fairtrade International, and finds that self-interest is an important factor.
- It problematizes ‘sustainable citizenship’ and attempts to ‘formulate indicators of the presence
of sustainable citizenship’ in these different fields (p. 88).
- They claim that ‘The studies show that citizenship is expanding in three significant ways: by
addressing concerns about past and current injustices and their effects on the future (broadened
temporal dimension); by addressing responsibilities worldwide, not just within one’s country
(broadened spatial dimension); and by adding a material dimension that emphasizes responsibility
to nature and animals. The studies find that the development of sustainable citizenship is taking
detours. In particular, self-interest often dominates its nonreciprocal or other-regarding concerns’
(p. 88).
Like other studies, they emphasize the aspect of responsibilities on the part of individuals and
institutions (p. 89).
- Call to action: ‘Sustainable citizenship holds the central claim that people should do all they
possibly can to help improve social justice and safeguard nature to make the world a better place
in which to live. Sustainable citizenship involves, therefore, a series of expectations about how
individuals and institutions should let a multitude of concerns about general human well-being and
nature influence their everyday lives’ (p. 89).
- Points to a strand of literature on ‘ecological citizenship’ that focuses on the role of businesses
in society and ‘corporate citizenship’ (p. 91).
- Fairtrade International is a focus. The authors explain in reference to FI’s policy papers is that
‘the overriding citizenship expectation stressed in its documents is developing consumer lifestyles
based on forms of production that do not jeopardize the ability of future (and present) generations
to live a good life’ (p. 96).
This is contrasted with PETA: ‘Clearly, then, PETA’s overriding citizenship expectation is about
the willingness to change one’s lifestyle to safeguard animal well-being because animals “deserve
. . . consideration of what is in their best interests. . . .”6 This offers an interesting interpretation of
the citizenship expectation in Figure 1: “Always attempt to put others’ interests before your own.”’
(P. 97).
- The case studies show how institutions operating at ‘the intersection of the public-private divide’,
manage to negotiate the ‘multidimensionsal expectations of sustainable citizenship’ together with
their desires for ‘economic growth, environmental protection, and human well-being’ (p. 103).
‘For the analysis of sustainable citizenship, it is important to understand whether the motivations
behind the practices of political consumerism and lifestyle politics relate to the fundamental values
of sustainability. Do their motivations reflect nonreciprocal concern and care for others, including
those worse off, and animals and nature more generally? The analysis should also tell us more
about how private concerns and interests matter in politics and how they shape the different nature
of citizenship conceptions and practice’ (p. 107).
Mincyte, D. 2011. How milk does the world good: vernacular sustainability and alternative
food systems in post-socialist Europe. Agriculture and Human Values 29(1), 41–52.
Tags: #EE, #IE, #EFR, #AFN, #QU
In post-socialist Europe, food networks may include some informal producers.
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- Found in Lithuania that alternative consumption practices emerging as a response to the
liberalization of agro-food sectors may include semi-subsistence economies and informal markets
of raw milk producers.
- Characterizes engagement in such informal markets as participants enacting agency in the
economy and community in an attempt to find their place in Europe and their relationship with
governance institutions (p. 42).
“Building on theories of practice, this article examines a case of alternative raw milk network in
post-socialist Lithuania in the late 1990s and 2000s. By examining how the informal dairy
networks surfaced in the context of globalization of post-socialist Eastern Europe and considering
local infrastructural transformations, I seek to develop two lines of inquiry. First, I explore how
these alternative agro-food networks were constituted and what factors impacted their emergence:
What material, social, economic and political arrangements were implicated in the proliferation of
informal markets? How were they formed and how did they fit in the existing infrastructures?
Second, I examine how agency, meaning the capacity to act and make an impact on the surrounding
world, was constituted and experienced at the peripheries of European markets. What kinds of
political and economic subjectivities are produced in these alternative systems of production and
consumption? How do the consumers define their place” (p. 42)
“in the increasingly liberalizing markets and the Europeanizing governance institutions in postsocialist societies? And more broadly, what are the implications of considering these poverty
driven alternative agro-food systems for European definitions of sustainability? Drawing on
practice theories, this article underscores the role that the organization of urban spaces, subjective
experiences of time, and historical trajectories play in the emergence of alternative food
economies. Although the raw milk economy in Lithuania is not driven by moral and/or explicitly
political imperatives to improve the environment or to protect one’s body from risks that underlie
green consumption practices in Western Europe, I argue that participants in these networks
nevertheless are engaged in what Gibson-Graham (2006) calls diverse economies and that they
build alternative economic subjectivities, constituting creative—and potentially sustainable—
responses to the liberalization of global markets and industrialization of agriculture. More broadly,
this article seeks to broaden the scope of the theory of sustainable consumption by including
vernacular, or locally existing, forms of economic exchange and approaching poorer consumers as
subjects and agents in global history.” (P. 43)
“the practice-based approaches suggest rethinking consumption as set in broader infrastructures,
subjectivities, cultural formations, and power relations (Fine and Leopold 1993; Shove 2003;
Spaargaren 2003, 2011; Southerton et al. 2004). This school of thought is indebted to the practice
theories of Pierre Bourdieu, among others, who, through the notions of field and habitus,
emphasized the reproduction of social order in performing daily tasks and routines.” (P. 43)
“Writing against a ‘‘mentalist’’ framework, practice-based research emphasizes the performative
aspects of consumption by examining how objects of consumption are ‘‘domesticated’’ and
normalized to become integrated into the daily routines of consumers as well as how these material
objects play in the reproduction of social relations (see Theodore Schatzki, Andreas Reckwitz,
Elizabeth Shove). In this approach, alternative agro-food networks become possible only when
food procured in these markets becomes ‘‘anchored’’ into the existing regimes of consumption,
including transportation technologies, availability of space and refrigeration systems, high income
levels, food habits, cultural preferences in the household, and existing social norms. Through a
number of case studies in Western Europe such as Sweden, UK, the Netherlands, and France, this
school of thought has built empirically rich and conceptually nuanced understanding of
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consumption as a daily habit, material infrastructure, and a set of social, cultural, and economic
relations (Shove et al. 2007; Shove 2006; Southerton et al. 2004).” (P. 43-4).
“The raw milk economy at a glance”
“Shifting provision systems: socialist consumption, post-socialist changes, and the politics of
repair in the early post-socialist city”
“In the socialist countryside, however, the situation was radically different, and raw milk was
available in abundance. This situation was due to the fact that the collective and state farm
employees were allowed (and oftentimes required) to own cows privately and this feature of
agricultural life served as an unsanctioned source of unindustrialized milk in Lithuania. The milk
from these ‘‘private’’ cows also reached kin, friends, and acquaintances from the cities when they
came to visit or to help the farmers. In a very similar way as in Smollett’s (1989) analysis of the
economy of jars in Bulgaria where jars with homemade jams moved in one direction and empty
jars traveled the other way along the lines of kindred networks, fresh unpasteurized milk from the
countryside occupied a special place on the table and in the family relations of urban households
in Lithuania. It should be noted, however, that because milk is much more perishable than jams, it
never developed to the proportions of the Bulgarian economy of jams. Importantly, the value of
raw milk was never expressed in monetary terms; it rested on exchanges based on family and
kinship relationships.” (P. 45-6).
“Although raw milk was not as scarce or as highly valued as foreign clothing or technology items,
selling milk directly to consumers was illegal, so it reached urban homes only through personalized
trust-based networks, just like those of the blat. Notably, this particular model of the raw milk
economy seems to have changed little during the 1990s: most small town consumers who were
unable to keep cows of their own continued to buy milk from their neighbors.” (P. 46)
“Not only did raw milk allow the consumers to diversify their diets, but it also opened public
spaces where consumers and farmers interacted. With raw milk deliveries, urbanites, who often
felt socially isolated, were eager to convene at the milk delivery points. For many, milk deliveries
became the central site for learning the news, exchanging ideas, and validating rumors. This was
particularly true of the older generation of retirees or half-time workers who were working random
jobs and who were unplugged from the emerging entrepreneurial networks and knowledge
economies.In their attempts to accommodate the three major infrastructural shifts—the
privatization of land, the consolidation of the industrial dairy supply in the aftermath of the Russian
crisis, and the emergence of the large class of urban poor—the post-socialist consumers
‘‘domesticated’’ raw milk and, with it, repaired their social lives. In such a manner, the informal
dairy economies did not begin with social motivations, but such collective and social agendas and
moral economies evolved along with the new infrastructures.” (P. 47)
Moberg, M. 2014. Certification and Neoliberal Governance: Moral Economies of Fair
Trade in the Eastern Caribbean. American Anthropologist 116(1), 8–22.
Tags: #ME, #FT
Abstract: “Farmers do not view Fair Trade in terms of the lofty values of social justice and
reciprocity animating the movement’s discourse. Rather, they operate with a working definition of
economic morality similar to those elucidated by E. P. Thompson, James Scott, Marc Edelman,
and others who have examined peasant and worker responses to injustice. From farmers’ points of
view, compliance with Fair Trade certification should at least enable them to persist in agriculture.
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As Fair Trade prices have fallen while surveillance of their working lives has increased, many
regard this notion of economic morality as increasingly violated.” (P. 8)
“Freely drawing from the language of economic morality, its advocates have described Fair Trade
as an interregional form of reciprocity and equitable exchange. The movement claims to promote
“sustainable development by offering better trading conditions to, and securing the rights of,
marginalized producers and workers” (Moore 2004:73). In exchange for higher and more stable
producer prices for their goods, Fair Trade farmers must adhere to extensive outside regulation of
their agricultural practices and development priorities. Because these requirements are often illsuited to local environmental and land tenure conditions, Fair Trade certification frequently
violates farmers’ understandings of what constitutes a moral economic relationship with the
companies that buy and market their products (Calo and Wise 2005; Mutersbaugh and Lyon 2010;
Wilson 2013). In this article, I explore contrasting views of economic morality held by Fair Trade
advocates in the developed countries with the experience of Fair Trade banana producers in the
Windward Islands of the Eastern Caribbean. Farmers’ perspectives largely accord with the findings
of scholars such as James Scott, E. P. Thompson, Marc Edelman, and David Griffith, who have
located farmer and worker resistance to landlords, merchants, and the state in the systems of land
tenure and terms of trade in which they participate.” (P. 9).
“Notwithstanding its compatibility with neoliberal development priorities, Fair Trade draws
heavily on a moral discourse challenging the impersonal nature of market relationships. The
movement is seen as a means by which solidarity and mutual respect are created between regions,
substituting these values for the motive of profit maximization (Fisher 2007; Hudson and Hudson
2003). The guiding principle of Fair Trade has been described as one of “moral economy”
(Luetchford 2008:152), although this term is often applied imprecisely and without grounding in
the peasant and labor studies literature that gave rise to it.” (P. 9)
“Whereas Thompson situated moral economic sentiments in the markets in which the poor
confronted wealthy merchants, Scott’s notion (1976) addressed the plight of peasantry
experiencing newly imposed forms of land rent that often impaired their ability to feed
themselves.” (P. 10).
“While much of the advocacy surrounding Fair Trade also casts producer–consumer relationships
in moral terms, it does so within a far loftier, even utopian, vocabulary of equal justice and
partnership. Fair Trade discourse is premised, as Fridell writes, on “a mixture of traditional and
contemporary Christian values, the liberal human and labor rights embodied in the conventions of
the International Labor Organization and the UN, and a radical interpretation of the Enlightenment
values of social justice” (2007:285). Such moral arguments were particularly prevalent among
advocates and scholars alike in the early years of the Fair Trade movement, when it was seen to
oppose processes “that devalue[d] and exploit[ed] disadvantaged peoples and the environment”
and, in a Polanyian sense, to “re-embed commodity circuits within ecological and social relations”
(Raynolds 2000:298). In contrast, scholars of the moral economy have framed its expectations in
far more modest terms; poor farmers believe simply that they have a right to subsistence and land,
although they may pay dearly for it in rent, deference to elites, and, in the present context, the
burdens of certification.” (P. 11).
Moragues-Faus, A. 2016. Emancipatory or Neoliberal Food Politics? Exploring the
“Politics of Collectivity” of Buying Groups in the Search for Egalitarian Food Democracies.
Antipode 49(2), 455–476.
Tags: #AFN, #FP, #FJ
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- Literature review of AFNs.
- It looks at buying groups that are self-organized (consumers but also sometimes includes
producers) in Valencia, Spain.
- Explains the various ways that social scientists are conceptualizing AFNs and collective food
endeavors.
‘In the context of apolitical tendencies in food studies, this paper explores how alternative food
networks can contribute to developing emancipatory food politics rather than constitute a tool to
reproduce neoliberal subjectivities’ (p. 455).
These groups began in the 1990s, but some emerged after a movement in May 2011 called ’15 M’
or ‘Indignados’ (p. 457).
Groups are said to create new ‘ethica repertoirs and associated “politics of collectivity”’, as defined
as the process by which they institutionalize expressions of dissent and strive to build new food
practices (p. 457).
- Points out that ‘alternative’ as a descriptor in the AFN literature is wide ranging.
- Food democracy is addressed, and has a good literature review (p. 460-62).
- Buying groups buy organic and also non-certified organic, but based on their relationships with
producers that they deem trustworthy (p. 467).
- This is used to support the statement that: ‘There is a special emphasis to reconnect with
producers, building close relationships that embrace the needs and limitations of both sides of the
food chain, thus creating new forms of political association and mutual support that challenge the
corporate food system’ (p. 467).
Navin, M. 2015. Scaling‐ Up Alternative Food Networks. Journal of Social Philosophy
46(4), 434–448.
Tags: #AFN, #B, #FT, #FJ, #EC, #SC
- Investigates why people join AFNs, are embedded in both ‘moral and factual terrains’ (p. 435).
- Reviews the literature.
- Summarizes recent events with Fair Trade International.
- It problematizes scaling up, ethics, and the aesthetic goods associated with AFNs.
- He warns about scaling up: ‘We may have greater reason to worry about the behavior of the
businesses that participate in scaled-up AFNs. If alternative food expands by partnering with large
for-profit corporations, the partner corporations may coopt and dilute the ethical agenda of
alternative food in the name of greater profits and market share. Advocates of AFNs may think
they can use corporations to promote ethical goals. But the truth may be that corporations will use
alternative food to increase profits, while sacrificing the broader agenda AFNs were supposed to
be advancing’ (p. 437).
He focuses on the aesthetic value of participating in AFNs, about disengaging from ‘Big Food’:
‘Small and short forms of AFNs are going to continue to exist even when, for example, Wal-Mart
sells lots of local food. The worry is that a world with scaled-up AFNs will be a world that retains
lots of the aesthetic disvalue of today’s mainstream food systems. Wal-Mart can be an ugly and
unpleasant place to shop. Large monoculture farms can be boring and soulless, compared to small
family farms. Corporate supply chains involve plenty of ugliness and soullessness, too, from
tractor-trailers on the highway to cubicle office drones doing the work of Big Food’ (p. 442).
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- Addresses trust in AFNs — transparency and knowledge that farmers are well-treated because of
Fair Trade status (p. 444).
- Section on ‘epistemic values’ of AFNs.
- Discusses other certification schemes and whether they contribute to or detract from trust (p.
445).
Nicholls, A. 2010. Fair Trade: Towards an Economics of Virtue. Journal of Business
Ethics 92(S2), 241–255.
Tags: #FT, #EC
- Literature review of FT in economics (p. 241-42).
- Within neo-institutionalist research, there is a stream focused on social movement theory that
looks at 'how organisations and networks mobilised resources to advance change' but also
incorporates 'notions of class struggle and resistance to structural power' (p. 243).
- How an economist confronts ethical consumption literature, and applies it to business (p. 24546).
- How consumption can be a political tool of the state (p. 246).
- The politics of FT internationally (p. 248).
‘Whilst Fair Trade is generally acknowledged as a new supply chain model, it has tended to be
studied at the micro/organisational level rather than at the macro/systems level. As a consequence,
its wider impact as institutional innovation at the field level appears to have been under-theorised
so far. In order to address this research gap, this article uses a neoinstitutionalist perspective to
analyse Fair Trade not simply as a new exchange model working within existing organisational
and economic structures, but rather as an agent of institutional entrepreneurship at, and beyond,
the field level. From this latter perspective, Fair Trade brings a new set of transformational
meanings to extant exchange and consumption models and reforms fields of economic exchange
by disrupting and then re-assembling key institutional elements around modern consumption to
roll back commodity fetishism and reconnect consumers and producers. The type of institutional
change driven by Fair Trade can be seen as a form of social entrepreneurship’ (p. 241).
‘Fair Trade is often seen as an influential subset of a larger range of exchange practices typically
known as ethical consumption (Barrientos, 2000; Bird and Hughes, 1997; Cowe and Williams,
2000; Shaw and Clarke, 1999; Smith and Barrientos, 2005; Strong, 1996). In the UK, the Ethical
Trading Initiative (ETI, 2008) – an alliance of companies, nongovernmental organisations and
trade unions aiming to improve corporate codes of practice which cover supply chain working
conditions – noted that there are broad and narrow conceptualisations of ethical consumption. The
former includes any commercial activity that has an apparently ethical variable in its strategic
calculus, whilst the latter relates specifically to supply chain practices in terms of improved labour
standards and a more equitable distribution of economic rents’ (p. 245).
Defining ethical consumption: ‘To put it more plainly, ethical consumption is an economic space
where consumers buy products that have added social or environmental value above other
competing purchase options’ (p. 246).
Politics of FT: ‘The debates within the Fair Trade movement over entering the mainstream,
particularly in partnership with big business, have threatened to destabilise the crucial coalition of
interests that characterise it as a social movement. This has been most obvious in the long-standing
strategic stand-off between the two main representative groups for Fair Trade globally the
International Fair Trade Association (IFAT: to be rebranded as the World Fair Trade Organization
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in 2009) and FLO. The former focuses on 100% Fair Trade organisations aiming at Type 2 market
transformation, whilst the latter is focussed on Type 1 market-building around certified products
in competition or collaboration with existing businesses (Nicholls and Opal, 2005). Despite the
uneasiness of the relationship between IFAT and FLO, their combination ultimately offers the
most radical innovation within ethical consumption’ (p. 248).
Conclusion: ‘The process of institutionalisation of an Economy of Virtue is still at its inception,
but Fair Trade has already demonstrated its ability to combine distinctive exchange logics in a new
field frame that is transforming retail practices in the UK and beyond. Given the current economic
climate in which even the neo-liberal establishment is seeking market reform and calling for a
return to trust and virtuous behaviour in exchange (Carr, 2009; Hutton and Schneider, 2008), Fair
Trade has an opportunity to innovate not only as Type 1 and Type 2 social entrepreneurship but
also as institutional entrepreneurship at and beyond the field level’ (p. 251).
O’Kane, G. 2016. A moveable feast: exploring barriers and enablers to food citizenship.
Appetite, 105, 674-687.
Tags: #CTZ
- Bibliography of contemporary research on consumer behaviors in food procurement.
- Problematizes what factors influence people to become engaged food citizens.
- They did surveys and interviews and report their findings on the different motivations people
have for engaging in different food procurement practices, which includes long quotes and
descriptions of their practices.
For example: Community gardeners had ‘personal characteristics that prioritised engagement with
local food systems. The physical setting of the community garden enabled the gardeners to make
connections to the earth and the people within their social networks. The CSA and farmers’ market
groups were cognisant of the implications of their food choices and usually proved to be food
citizens, as they selected seasonal, local and ethically produced food from their farmer(s)’ (p. 674).
- Importance of one’s physical environment in fostering FC: ‘The beliefs and values that underpin
a person’s desire to become a food citizen, as well as influences from his/her social environments
through family and friends, may predispose him/her to procure food from one food procurement
environment over another. However, particular food procurement environments may also enable
people to become food citizens. That is, the physical environment or settings may help to move
people beyond current beliefs, attitudes and intentions, whether favourable or otherwise, to
actively participating in more democratic, sustainable food systems. Alternatively, some food
procurement environments may create barriers to developing positive beliefs, values and
behaviours towards sustainable food activities’ (p. 675).
- Their research was motivated by: ‘to understand the way in which different food procurement
environments influence food citizenship, to inform policy-makers and practitioners on ways to
best support people to become food citizens. The research questions asked were:What are the
factors that enable or hinder food citizenship? In what way does participation in some food
procurement environments facilitate a clearer path to food citizenship than others?’ (p. 677).
- In interviewing people who go to farmer’s markets, he found that: ‘For this very boisterous,
outgoing group food meaning-makinghas much to do with their relationship with the food
producers and knowing where and how their food was grown. They relish the time they spend on
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their Saturday morning expedition to the markets, where they develop meaningful relationships
with the farmers. It sometimes takes them back to previous positive food experiences, but also
offers them a way to learn more about food and cooking, which can be passed on to the next
generation. In this narrative, you will discover that these farmers’ market shoppers describe food
choices and express views that are consistent with definitions of ‘food citizenship’’ (p. 680).
‘Within the CSA group, there was an understanding of the importance of a sustainable food system,
from a social, economic and environmental perspective’ (p. 683).
- They also went to supermarkets even though they recognized the negative aspects of doing so.
- The author draws a connection between the lack of CSA farm-related activities and the lack of
commitment to FC, and concludes that this suggests that physical environment is important (p.
683).
Reed, M. and D. Keech. 2017. Gardening cyberspace—social media and hybrid spaces
in the creation of food citizenship in the Bristol city-region, UK. Landscape Research 1–
12.
Tags: #FC, #UA, #SM
- Focuses on social media and cyber-organizing in food networks.
- It analyzes urban food and online networks in Bristol, UK.
- Methodologically how to study such networks.
p.1: ‘This paper conducts a detailed analysis of two intertwined emergent phenomena, urban food
and online citizenship networks based in place, through which we examine tensions and potentials
for a new urban foodscape. We examine the role of food in the city, with an emphasis on its social
and symbolic roles as a focus for enacting community and changing urban spaces’.
Riccio, B. and M. Russo. 2011. Everyday practised citizenship and the challenges of
representation: second-generation associations in Bologna. Journal of Modern Italian
Studies 16(3), 360-372.
Tags: #CTZ
- Focuses on how second-generation Italians, particularly youths, who encounter problems in
social mobility and having citizenship rights granted in practice.
They are viewed as migrants even though they are Italian citizens.
They use associations to pursue their goals.
Their progress is hindered often by internal association politics and who controls the agenda, and
issues of elitism.
It brings in racism.
Richards, C., G. Lawrence, and D. Burch. 2011. Supermarkets and Agro-industrial Foods:
The Strategic Manufacturing of Consumer Trust. Food, Culture and Society: an
International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research 14(1), 29–47.
Tags: #AFN, #TR, #CO, #FMK
- Explores ‘the other side’ of AFNs, that is, the way supermarkets are dealing with the declining
trust of consumers.
- How are supermarkets trying to win this consumer war.
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- Reveals how although the scientific aspect of enhancing quality to increase trust is important,
there is also a manufacturing of trust through the manipulation of food branding/marketing.
p.29: ‘There is increasing evidence of a weakened platform of consumer trust in mass-produced
food products. The resistance shown by consumers to the agro-industrial paradigm is evident in an
emergent phase of reflexive consumerism, public reactions to an overly-concentrated retail sector
and the rise of alternative food networks such as farmers’ markets and organic box schemes.
Supermarkets are responding strategically by aiming to manufacture new trust relations with
consumers. This paper identifies three key strategies of trust manufacturing: (i) reputational
enhancement though the institution of “behind the scenes,” business-to-business private standards;
(ii) direct quality claims via private standard certification badges on food products; and (iii)
discursive claims-making through symbolic representations of “authenticity” and “tradition.”
Drawing upon the food governance literature and a “visual sociology” of supermarkets and
supermarket produce, we highlight how trust is both commoditized and increasingly embedded
into the marketing of mass-produced foods’.
Part of the process of ‘manufacturing trust’ is private regulation (p. 34).
It discusses Global GAP, which is a ‘proprietor-initiated world standard for good agricultural
practice’, and is cast as a ‘mechanism of food governance’ because its goal is to increase consumer
confidence in supermarket food products (p. 35).
On the visual aspects of consumption (marketing of brands): ‘Visual sociology is a research
methodology which treats everyday objects as data, or texts which reflect commonsense reasoning
in everyday life. In this case, “the visual” captures a moment of interaction between supermarket
and consumer, in conveying a message about a product, or in shaping a space to manipulate a
certain type of interaction, transaction or experience’ (p. 38).
- It describes how Tesco’s and other supermarkets are creating brands that make them look like
small-scale farming produce, but that it’s industrial (p. 39).
Siniscalchi, V. and C. Counihan. 2014. Ethnography of Food Activism. In C. Counihan
and V. Siniscalchi (eds.), Food Activism. Agency, Democracy and Economy. London:
Bloomsbury, 3-12.
Tags: #B, #AFN, #FP, #FM
Intro:
‘Scales’ of political action is an important theme in this book, including mobilizations of groups
of activists and organizations, as well as more system-change groups like biodynamic grapegrowing efforts by French winemakers (p. 7).
In this introductory chapter, the authors point out themes of agency and power in food activism,
immediately bringing Ortner (2006) into the discussion about the constraints in which food
activists work, where (quoting Ortner) ‘social actors “are always involved in, and can never act
outside of, the multiplicity of social relations in which they are enmeshed… relations of power,
inequality and competition” (2006: 130-131)’ (p. 8).
‘Activists construct relationships, forms of opposition, or negotiations with and through these
power structures and power holders by employing diverse strategies’ (9). ‘Although these groups
are often formed around resistance or promote an egalitarian militancy, they are not necessarily
free of hierarchy, and as movements gain permanence and structure they inevitably have to deal
with internal power dynamics. Movements undergo transformation over time through
institutionalization, internal tensions, expansion, and narrowing or reforming of their goals or
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membership. Consideration of processual dimensions is indispensable to understanding food
activism’ (p. 9).
‘How the movements define, imagine, practice, and promote democracy is a key issue, and they
manifest a range of forms, from radical conceptions of collective equality to libertarian notions of
individual freedom. Democracy is expressed, for example, through consumer choice, regulation
of food production, control of food distribution, and goals for universal access to resources. Some
movements, like Slow Food, highlight a conception of food democracy defined as universal access
to tasty, healthy, sustainable, and fairly produced food…’ (p. 9), and goes on to describe the foci
of other organizations.
‘The different forms of agency observed in the chapters in this volume confront different degrees
of power (p. 8).
Gross, Joan E. (This volume):
Focuses on values underlying the choices made by food activists.
Coins the term ‘food habitus’: ‘the unconscious tendencies one acquires in the practice of everyday
life, involves raising the act of eating to a level of consciousness, and new practices may be
positioned against family foodways’ (p. 21).
Smith, J. and P. Jehlička. 2007. Stories around food, politics and change in Poland and
the Czech Republic. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 32(3), 395–410.
Tags: #PL, #FP, #GR, #GA, #DNL
‘The food stories explored in the paper, relating to packaging, restaurant dining, self-provisioning
and the emergence of an organic food sector, open up the politics of everyday life in these
significant cases. We show that there are diverse responses to ‘transition’ that are resistant or
alternative to dominant narratives of linear progression towards Western ‘normality’.
- This finding is of wider significance at a time when debates about globalization and sustainability
are promoting searches for alternative economic forms and practices’ (p. 395).
Their research is ‘food stories or bibliographies’, by doing household interviews and quantitative
public opinion research (p. 397).
- Summarizes changes in food consumption in post-socialism in ‘consuming normality’, which
includes eating a healthy, western-style diet (p. 399-401).
‘consuming tradition’ (p. 402-3).
- Here, self-provisioning on allotments and smallholdings on the peripheries of cities are
addressed, as coping mechanisms during socialism (p. 403).
- However, these are still important today, although not just as coping mechanisms: ‘The
proportion of people with high living standards that grow their own food is higher (43.6 per cent)
than the proportion of people doing so with the lowest living standard (35 per cent). The
unemployed and pensioners are not more likely than economically active people to grow their own
food’ (p. 403).
- Barter is also common still, and is addressed (p. 404).
‘For older generations and for the substantial body of unemployed/ underemployed or in poorly
paid work, self-grown food, barter and labour exchange is still an important way of meeting or
supplementing basic needs. Available investment for these small-unit farms is very low. With high
unemployment levels and poor life chances in the changing economic and social circumstances,
large sections of society in these parts of the country have no choice but to live simply.However,
amongst a proportion of self-provisioners there is a novel political dimension – a commitment to
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voluntary simplicity driven by very different circumstances to the involuntary simplicity of the
rural poor. Some working to nurture this kind of food system are sustained by ecological and
communitarian commitments. These commitments are inspiring new generations of selfproviders’ (p. 404).
- ‘organics entrepreneurs’ in Poland, with production numbers and export (p. 406).
- Postulates that the politics of food in Poland is tending to produce ‘hybrids of modernity and
tradition’, and that her biographies collected ‘demonstrate self-determination that is beyond the
reach of a narrow account of a transition to ao prefigured Western economic and cultural form’ (p.
408).
Swamy, P. 2017. Valuing flexible citizenship: producing Surinamese Hindu citizens at a
primary school in The Hague. Citizenship Studies 21(8), 1-15.
Tags: #CTZ
- Addresses new forms of citizenship at the social margins (here, migrants) in the Netherlands, and
touches on Dutch values and conceptualizations of citizenship.
- Engages with Ong’s ‘flexible citizens’ to problematize how Muslims and Hindus integrate.
- Focuses on citizens disciplining their behavior and attitudes to fit into society norms (p. 2).
- Characterizes ‘flexibility’ as a ‘strategic method to assert successful integration while
maintaining affective and transnational ties to a homeland’ (p. 2).
‘By mobilizing Ong’s work, I focus on diasporic citizenship among Surinamese Hindus in the
Netherlands as a mode of cultural and moral belonging in a host country that celebrates what I
identify as ‘value flexibility’. This article asks how Surinamese Hindu actors in the Dutch primary
school system in the Netherlands appeal to their position within a global Hindu moral community
(Zavos 2008) in order to re-fashion themselves not only as socio-economically successful
migrants, but as citizens who understand the cultural and moral fabric of contemporary Dutch
society. I argue that it is the often self-orientalizing tendency to describe Hinduism as the ‘origin
of tolerance and non-violence’, rather than their eagerness to discuss their successful integration
into Dutch society that is increasingly becoming the cornerstone of ideal Hindu identity in the
Netherlands’ (p. 3).
‘Public discussions around citizenship often include abstract values such as ‘goodness’, ‘honesty’,
‘tolerance’ and ‘loyalty’ to describe the qualities of an ideal Dutch citizen (van Reekum 2012; de
Wilde 2015)’ (p. 4).
De Tavernier, J. 2012. Food citizenship: is there a duty for responsible consumption?
Journal of Agriculture and Environmental Ethics 25, 895-907.
Tags: #CTZ
- Labeling and the obligations of both producers and consumers in food citizenship.
- It addresses ‘citizen-consumers’ and calls for them to use their buying power to ‘develop a new
terrain of social agency and political action’.
- The term ‘moral selfhood’ is used to refer to ‘human agency based on knowledge and
recognition’.
- Asserts that this ‘requires new kinds of food labeling practices’.
- Food preferences is characterized as ‘expressions of a new kind of social agency’ - a call to action
(p. 896).
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- ‘“Political” or ethical consumerism takes for granted kinds of moral selfhood in which human
responsibility is bound into human agency based on knowledge and recognition. Food
consumption acts more than in the past as a key boundary marker of identity. Well-known
traditional practices of food consumption shaping particular identities are kosher and halal food.
In political consumerism the religious motivation is replaced by outspoken ethical viewpoints’ (p.
896).
‘Traditional forms of ethical consumption, such as organic food and fair trade, focusing on
production methods and less-than-standard working conditions, are no longer the only motivations
through which the identity of the moral self is built up in relation to food consumption practices.
Above fair and organic food production and food safety practices the ecological foot print and the
kind of things we eat matter to citizens. Food citizenship and singularity are the main driving forces
behind the next move towards responsible consumption’ (p. 896).
- Goes through the evolution of food labeling over the past two decades, as governed by the EU,
e.g., the requirements for food and feed produced from GMOs, and the importance of labels in
different contexts (p. 899).
Thelen, T., S. Dorondel, A. Szoke, and L. Vetters. 2011. ‘The sleep has been rubbed from
their eyes’: social citizenship and the reproduction of local hierarchies in rural Hungary
and Romania. Citizenship Studies 15(3-4), 513-527.
Tags: #CTZ
- Access to social assistance and perceptions amongst locals and minorities of who deserves such
help.
- Brings in the issue of whether someone deserves the rights that citizenship status affords them.
That being a citizen on paper is not sufficient to be considered one in society, basically.
- This immediately touches on the moral aspect of being a citizen, and expectations of one’s
behavior in daily life to show that you deserve the social assistance to which you are entitled.
- Racism is one issue in this dynamic. This highlights the ‘discrepancy between formal
membership and substantive social citizenship by illustrating how local state actors implementing
central directives effectively reproduce citizenship hierarchies via public performances of
redistribution’ (p. 514).
‘Our examples from Hungary and Romania show that social rights, which are thought to be
unconditional and thus enable the practice of political rights (following Marshall 1998 [1950]), are
locally performed as acts of charity and paternalism. In contrast to other authors, who stress the
inclusive potential of regional welfare provision and substate-level solidarity (e.g. Keating 2009),
our data point to their at least partially exclusionary character. The flow of resources to individuals
and social groups, as Turner (1993, p. 2) emphasises, is shaped by a specific understanding of
citizenship. In our cases, the basis of belonging is seen in a naturalised difference in the
contribution of work to the common good, a contribution that is solely attributed to national
majority populations’ (p. 514).
This has arisen, the authors claim, as social welfare has moved from being in the realm of paid
work to the realm of political participation and civic engagement in post-socialism, where ‘many
forms of social assistance previously linked to the workplace are no longer defined as a right, and
certain redistributive functions are now carried out by churches, charities and other nongovernmental organisations (Caldwell 2004, Read 2005, Thelen et al. 2009). Although resting on
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similar assumptions about eligibility, such forms of social assistance often become stigmatised, as
the data presented below indicate (see also Haney 1999)’ (p. 515).
Decentralization was lauded as giving local authorities more decision-making power and fostering
local independence, but it also makes local government and their budgets responsible for taking
care of the poor, which can aggravate local conflicts and draw on cultural/racial stereotypinc (p.
515).
Thorsøe, M. and C. Kjeldsen. 2015. The Constitution of Trust: Function, Configuration
and Generation of Trust in Alternative Food Networks. Sociologia Ruralis 56(2), 157–175.
Tags: #AFN, #B, #WE
- Problematizes the role and generation of trust in AFNs, summarizing sociological theorizing on
trust, and analyzing how trust is played out in food communities in Copenhagen and Aarhus,
Denmark.
‘In AFNs, consumers must trust producers’ quality claims, prices are higher, and alternative
markets depend on trust for maintaining legitimacy (DuPuis and Gillon 2009; Sønderskov and
Daugbjerg 2011; Daugbjerg et al. 2014). Trust and the ability to actively construct trust are
important to AFNs, and a critical question for agro-food studies is how alternative food networks
generate trust’ (p. 158).
‘we identify an analytical bias towards conceptualising trust as either the outcome of face-to-face
social relations or the knowledge supplied along with the product. Based on sociological theory,
we understand trust as a mechanism that enables actors to engage with each other in spite of a lack
in knowledge. We propose to explore trust in AFNs as a configuration of systemic trust and
personal trust. This model is applied to a case study of the Danish Food Communities, which are
networks of urban consumers sourcing local organic produce. The Food Communities collaborate
with local food producers’ (p. 158).
‘Local scale, short supply chains and direct interaction are features often described as important
benefits of AFNs influencing the generation of trust (Sage 2003; Kirwan 2006; Jarosz 2008)’ (p.
159).
‘Trust here is seen as the outcome of knowledge supplied along with the product, resting on the
assumption that trust is generated when consumers are supplied with sufficient knowledge from
trustworthy sources such as expert systems like auditing schemes. This is a dubious assumption,
however, considering that trust enables action despite uncertainty, implying that knowledge cannot
also be the foundation of trust’ (p. 160).
Trust is necessitated by the lack of full information, and ‘presupposes uncertainty’ (p. 161).
They engage with Giddens (1984), and analyze the generation of trust (p. 161-62).
They outline the historical development of organic food production in Denmark (p. 163-64).
With regards to the role of trust in AFNs: ‘By building a new AFN, the consumers play an
instrumental role in shaping their own food network, but they also open a proverbial Pandora’s
Box of new complexities relating to the production and provisioning of food. We argue that trust
is a necessary mechanism to manage this complexity. The interviews indicate that trust has two
major functions for the Food Communities: (1) it creates coherency and (2) it facilitates cooperation between the Food Communities and the producers’ (p. 165).
Their results challenge the idea that knowledge exchange is actually an outcome of AFNs or even
necessary. Trust instead acts as a short-cut: ‘Trust reduces the need for knowledge exchange and
thereby facilitates co-operation between producers and consumers. Members of the Food
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Communities did not express a need to acquire knowledge about organic food production to cooperate with producers. Commenting on the openness of the Food Communities towards including
the producers’ views on matters related to production and co-operation, one of the producers notes:
‘They are just ordinary consumers and they do not have the insights that the producers have.
Actually, I do not think that they know what it means to be a vegetable producer’. The consumers
trust that the producers produce ‘poison free’, ‘organic food’ in a ‘sustainable manner’. The
dilemmas of organic production and reflections regarding production practice are left to the
producers. This reduction in complexity makes co-operation easier as consumers do not need a lot
of knowledge to co-operate with producers’ (p. 165).
Thorsøe, M. H., C. Kjeldsen, and E. Noe. 2017. It’s never too late to join the revolution! –
Enabling new modes of production in the contemporary Danish food system. European
Planning Studies 25(7), 1166–1183.
Tags: #QU, #WE, #FP, #B.
- Deals with food systems and food quality in western Europe (Denmark).
- It deals with three product categories: craft beer, specialty flour, and organic broiler chickens.
- They focus on how values change production, in some sense.
- Food trends change over time, and require a shared vision and coordination of many actors in the
system (p. 1166).
- It outlines how the agrifood economy has transformed over the past 20 years.
- There are new quality conventions that have emerged, and new food trends (p. 1167).
- They problematize food quality (p. 1168-69).
- They document the rise of cultivating alternative, old genetic stock wheat varietals for bread (p.
1170-72).
- It was ‘driven by engaged organic farmers’ (p. 1171).
- Classifies the why and how of the changes for each product over time.
- It gives a sense for how things change in the western European agrifood system over time.
Tregear, A. 2011. Progressing knowledge in alternative and local food networks: Critical
reflections and a research agenda. Journal of Rural Studies 27(4), 419–430.
Tags: #AFN, #B
- Critiques the literature on AFNs
- Good bibliography.
- Identifies inconsistencies in usage of terminology.
- Gives recommendation for how to pursue more meaningful research on AFNs.
- Addresses how AFNs interact with wider economic systems (p. 422).
- Addresses the personal values and motivations of actors in AFNs before going into problems in
AFN research (p. 423).
- Gives future research recommendations, including adding ‘governance and network theory
perspectives’ (p. 428).
Vasiljevic, J. 2014. Citizenship as lived experience: belonging and documentality after the
breakup of Yugoslavia. CITSEE Working Paper 36, 1-33.
Tags: #CTZ
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- Conceptualizes citizenship as a ‘social object’ through what is terms ‘documentality’ (pp. 1012). This is actually taken from Maurizio Ferraris (2013) and his theory of social objects.
Vasiljevic summarizes: ‘Ferraris starts by categorising objects into natural, ideal and social
objects. Natural objects are tangible and they exist in space and time independently of subjects.
Ideal objects exist outside space and time and depend on subjects – for instance, a triangle is an
ideal object. Finally, social objects – a matter of his and our concern – are bound by space and
time, and also depend on subjects.Social objects are, according to Ferraris made of inscriptions,
be it on paper, on a computer, or only in our heads – in a way that they are all documented, or
defined as being documentable. They inhabit the social world – in fact, they are so constitutive of
the social world that Ferraris calls this theory of social world documentality’ (p. 10).
- The idea is that social objects may be equated with ‘inscribed acts’, or social acts in the sense
that ‘they take at least two persons to exist and that they are characterized by being written (or
registered) on a medium…(ibid: 4)’ (p. 11).
- Thus, social objects are social relations because they involve multiple persons.
- There is a meaning in formal membership, which might go some way to explaining free rider
issues.
Veen, E. J., P. Derkzen, and A. J. Visser. 2014. Shopping Versus Growing: Food
Acquisition Habits of Dutch Urban Gardeners. Food and Foodways 22(4), 268–299.
Tags: #NL, #UA, #GR, #GA, #AFN
‘In this article, we compare four urban food-growing places in the Netherlands and investigate to
what extent urban food becomes part of participants’ daily meals. We see a difference between
allotment gardeners and citizen-consumers involved in AFNs. We show that this last group is more
interested in consuming urban-grown food than allotment gardeners. Hence, motivation cannot
clarify our paradox. Therefore, we turn to the wider enabling or constraining context of everyday
life. Using the theory of practice, we study people’s food provisioning practices. Rather than
looking at what motivates people, we look at what they actually do. We show that the organization
of the initiatives is crucial for the degree to which urban-grown food becomes part of people’s
diets. People with responsibility over a garden visit it regularly, getting vegetables as a result.
People that buy vegetables have a non-committal relation to the project, making it harder to
integrate it in their lives. Hence, initiatives in which people acquire food because they grow it more
easily find a place in the rhythm of daily life than those in which people acquire food by shopping’
(p. 270).
No food ghettos, food deserts in NL (p. 270).
Mentions and discusses practice theory (p. 272-3) and Bourdieu.
- Good example of how AFN research has been approached in the social sciences.
- It has a map of NL allotments.
- They give many short descriptions of the types of AFNs they found (p. 273+).
- Includes many quotes from informants.
Weiler, A. M., G. Otero, and H. Wittman. 2016. Rock Stars and Bad Apples: Moral
Economies of Alternative Food Networks and Precarious Farm Work Regimes. Antipode
48(4), 1140–1162.
Tags: #AFN, #ME, #PY, #CO
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- Research in British Columbia, flexible and precarious work regimes for farmworkers are
normalized using a moral economy frame.
- Highlights the double-talk embedded in the seemingly progressive AFN movement.
- The argument is essentially that AFNs focus on procuring food from small producers. These
small producers also use production techniques that do not necessarily follow the law. The
assumption is that they are more scrupulous, but this cannot always be confirmed. This is
particularly important for farm workers. Farm labor is hard and precarious economically and
dangerous physically, however consumers in AFNs sourcing from very small farms have an
idealistic perception of what farming entails, and do not look particularly critically at the
conditions of farm laborers. Meanwhile, small farmer businesses have a difficult time paying for
such things as employee insurance, and thus utilize ‘farm interns’, students, and other transients
for farm labor. These people are marginal groups but do not always perceive themselves as such,
and by working for these small farmers put their physical health at risk. This article makes use of
interviews from such farm laborers to illustrate the gap between perceptions and reality. Farmers
are resistant to regulations, particularly those around labor standards, because they raise costs.
- This paper makes the important observation that small-scale and low-chemical-use farming
structures demand even more farm labor, and that farm laborers are generally a precarious worker
group. Farming is physically demanding and subjects oneself to hazards, and this is glossed over
in the ideologically imbued vision of agriculture as natural.
Quotes
‘In seeking to understand how AFNs have engaged with the struggles of those who are most
marginalized by the food system, authors have described how the social location of
disproportionately white, affluent urbanites who often dominate AFNs has served as a barrier to
prioritizing the concerns of racialized eaters and food workers (Bradley and Herrera 2015; Gibb
and Wittman 2013). In the case of farmworkers, specifically, scholars have pointed to ways in
which AFNs often uncritically embrace the influential ideology of agrarianism (Getz et al. 2008;
Gray 2014). Agrarian narratives depict farmers as inhererently honest, politically stable, morally
upright and independent (Buttel and Flinn 1975) and thus deserving of an “agricultural
exceptionalism”; that is, agriculture should receive exemptions from labor, environmental and
other regulations, along with high-cost state interventions like US and EU crop subsidies’ (p.
1143).
‘In recent years, the moral economy has been a powerful animating force for AFNs and food
movements attempting to re-embed food systems in collective norms of reciprocity and trust
(Carlisle 2015; Edelman 2005; Galt 2013). A moral economy involves the production and
exchange of goods and services on the basis of noncapitalist cultural norms of human goodness,
fairness and economic justice. A moral economy focused on subsistence rather than capital
accumulation has also been used to explain patterns of self-exploitation among farmers both
historically and in contemporary AFN contexts (Chayanov 1966; Galt 2013; Pilgeram 2011)’ (p.
1143).
They warn that: ‘However, a moral economy may also obscure gaps that are not individual or
anomalous, but are rather systemic in the fabric of farmworker social protection and political
inclusion. The norms legitimized by a moral economy framework must be critically appraised in
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terms of how well they support non-oppressive social richness and material well-being for all food
producers, particularly those who are structurally marginalized’ (p. 1144).
- They address precarious farm employment (p. 1145).
- Have a case study in Canada (p. 1147-50).
- They address migrants also (p. 1151-2).
- farmers’ costs and thus economic precarity, showing that it is not an absolute
power/subordination relationship, but that the sector in general is characterized as precarious (p.
1152-53).
‘This grower gave voice to the tensions between operating a farm business within an informal,
trust-based moral economy and workers’ inalienable, state-based social protections’ (p. 1156).
- Address ethical labeling and consumer surveillance and the issue of trust (p. 1156-57).
Whatmore, S. 2003. What’s alternative about alternative food networks? Guest editorial.
Environment and Planning 35, 389-391.
Tags: #AFN
- Asks what is alternative about AFNs.
‘`alternative' and/or `quality' and/or `local' food networks (see Murdoch et al, 2000). These
overlapping but nonidentical collective nouns consolidate a multiplicity of food networks from
organics and fair trade to regional and artisanal products that represent some of the most rapidly
expanding food markets in Europe over the last decade (for example, Michelsen et al, 1999). What
they share in common is their constitution as/of food markets that redistribute value through the
network against the logic of bulk commodity production; that reconvene `trust' between food
producers and consumers; and that articulate new forms of political association and market
governance. In this sense, alternative food networks represent an archetypal case of what Michel
Callon and his colleagues at the Centre Sociologie de l'Innovation at the Eè cole des Mines in Paris
call the `economy of qualities'. The term signifies a gathering moment in market relations in which
the conditions and competences of production, consumption, and regulation become molten in the
heat of intense social reflexivity and, thereby, subject to reorganisation or `qualification' (Callon
et al, 2002, pages 194-195)’ (p. 1).
Williams, L. T., J. Germov, S. Fuller, and M. Freij. 2015. A taste of ethical consumption at
a slow food festival. Appetite 91(C), 321–328.
Tags: #EC, #CO, #SF
- Good bibliography on ethics of food consumption.
‘Ethical production and consumption of food provide an opportunity for people to demonstrate a
virtuous approach to eating, and thus to living. Such ‘virtuous lifestyles’ may reflect concerns
about the public virtues of ethical modes of food production, such as the humane treatment of
animals, the minimisation of worker/farmer exploitation (with fair trade coffee often cited by
participants as having high public awareness), and the use of ‘natural’, organic, and sustainable
agricultural techniques. Ethical consumption issues raised by participants included support for
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regional production and minimal transportation of food (for example, ‘food miles’ and the
‘locavore’ phenomenon), equitable distribution of food, and avoiding unnecessary food waste’ (p.
325).
Zavos, A., P. P. Koutrolikou, and D. Siatitsa. 2017. Changing landscapes of urban
citizenship: Southern Europe in times of crisis. Citizenship Studies 21(4), 379-392.
Tags: #UA, #CTA, #GP
- Deals with ‘urban citizenship’ in southern Europe, in the context of the politics of austerity in the
post-2008 economic environment.
- It has a good review of the literature on urban citizenship throughout the article (especially pages
385+).
- It also deals with power relations between state and society (pages 388+).
‘The concept of urban citizenship has been strongly influenced by debates and movements for the
‘right to the city’ (Mitchell 2003; Purcell 2003; Marcuse 2009; Painter 2005; Smith and McQuarrie
2012; Uitermark, Nicholls, and Loopmans 2012). As theorized by Lefebvre ([1968] 1977), the
‘right to the city’ recognizes as rights-deserving subjects not only those legally entitled but all
those who actually inhabit the city (citadins, urban dwellers). Various urban initiatives and social
movements in cities around the world have claimed the ‘right to the city’ as a rallying point (Mayer
2009). This approach has generated a large body of research and scholarship that focuses on the
transformative role of such initiatives for the urban itself (Brenner, Marcuse, and Mayer 2012;
Harvey 2012; Smith and McQuarrie 2012). Nonetheless, as Nicholls and Vermeulen (2012) have
pointed out, in many cases the city is a strategic site not only for claiming the ‘right to the city’ but
also for claiming broader rights through the city, such as those related to lack of citizenship
entitlements’ (p. 381).
- Touches on recent legal reforms of the Greek Nationality Code, also called the Citizenship Act
(p. 385), explaining that Greek citizenship is not just ‘embroiled in the turbulent history of modern
Greece’, but is also ‘a reflection of the deep political fault lines that have divided Greek society in
the twentieth century’, where citizenship is characterized as ‘a cornerstone in the definition and
defense of national identity, especially in times of crisis’ (385). They characterize citizenship as a
form of ‘social control, rather than a foundation of equality and participation’, which is good to
keep in mind — that citizenship is not just a positive thing, but is imbued with power (p. 385).
- Urban citizenship addresses needs-based rights (p. 386), solidarity (p. 387).
Solidarity: neighborhood level initiatives that politicize everyday life, where people share
problems and try to escape isolation. They exist in different scales and provide different services,
but their relationship with the state may be formal or informal and is politicized, and they often
create initiatives that make new social infrastructure, including welfare infrastructures that may be
parallel or even substitute for the state, which make create tensions (p. 387).
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