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Populism
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Support for EU freedom of movement
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Closed vs Open

“You cannot simultaneously
have free immigration and a
welfare state”

- Milton Friedman (1999)
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The limitations of migration data

: » Citizenship or Country of birth?
WhO > % e Duration threshold
mlgrant . e Data collection method

Complexity  People are hard to track
B0 40 s1l * Underestimation

« Missing data & lack of years

Avallablhty « Anonymisation
« Harmonisation
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Constructing intra-EU migration indicators

EU-LFS

Harmonised & comparative micro-level survey data

Identifying Migrants

1. EU15 + EFTA

try of birth
Country of bi 2. Central and Eastern European (CEE)

Identifying Labour Migrants

Labour force status

Who is a lab igrant?
0 1s a labour migran (Employed and Unemployed)

Transform into a nationally representative percentage
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CEE Labour Migration

EU13 labour migrants as a
percentage of the host labour
force, average 2004-2014

Less than 2 percent
7] Between 2 and 4 percent
B Over 4 percent
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EU15 + EFTA Labour Migration

EU15 labour migrants as a
percentage of the host labour
force, average 2004-2014

Less than 2 percent
] Between 2 and 4 percent
B Over 4 percent
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Does the type of migration matter?

Social Welfare Spending Old Age Incapacity Family ALMP Unemployment
as a % of the labour force, (0.05) (0.02) (0.03) (0.01) (0.05)
EU15 & EFTA migrants 0.08 0.04™ 0.09™ 0.03"™ 0.09™
as a % of the labour force (0.07) (0.02) (0.04) (0.01) (0.04)
Refugees as a % of 0.47" -0.18™ 0.03 0.02 0.32™
the labour force, ;, (0.19) (0.07) (0.08) (0.08) (0.10)

Standard errors in parentheses
"p<.1,"p<.05"p<.01
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Does the type of migration matter?

Unemployment Social assistance

CEE migrants as 0.92™ 1.27™
a % of the labour (0.36) (0.21)

force .

EU15 migrants as 0.30 0.24
a % of the labour (0.31) (0.56)

force .,

Refugees as a % of 1.23"* 183
the labour force (0.47) (0.71)

Standard errors in parentheses
"p<.1,"p<.05"p<.01
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Welfare Attitudes

*Understand how intra-EU labour migration shapes
attitudes towards redistribution

 Explore the micro-foundations of three key hypotheses:
1. the anti-solidarity hypothesis
2. the compensation hypothesis

3. welfare chauvinism
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Key conclusions so far...

1. No evidence of a negative association between
intra-EU labour migration and welfare state effort

2. Type of migration does matter

3. Intra-EU labour migration does not seem to be
leading to a “race-to-the-bottom” in Europe

4. Evidence in favour of the compensation hypothesis

5. European welfare states are resilient
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Thank you!




