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PROGRAMME
2026

DAY 1: WEDNESDAY 29 JULY 2026 (The Hague)

Prior (Introduction to international law — only for those who need this)
10:30 - 11:00 | Registration & Welcome with coffee/tea
11:00—11:30 | Welcoming words
Andreas R. Ziegler
11:30-11:45 Break with coffee/tea
11:45-13:15 Two-minute poster presentations about country situations
Elias Tissandier-Nasom & all participants
13:15—-14:15 | Lunch
14:15 - 15:00 Introducing global SOGIESC law
Andreas R. Ziegler
15:00 — 15:45 Inclusion of sexual orientation in the world's prohibitions of
discrimination
Kees Waaldijk
15:45-16:00 | Break with coffee/tea
16:00 —17:00 | Transgender issues across the world
Elias Tissandier-Nasom
17:00 — 17:15 Break with coffee/tea
17:15-18:00 Sexual orientation and gender identity in the case law of the European
Court of Human Rights
Andreas R. Ziegler & Elias Tissandier-Nasom
19:00 — 21:00 Welcoming dinner, The Hague




DAY 2: THURSDAY 30 JULY 2026 (The Hague)

10:00 — 10:30 | Welcome with coffee/tea

10:30 — 11:45 | SOGIESC cases decided by the UN treaty bodies
Paula Gerber

11:45-12:00 | Break with coffee/tea

12:00 — 13:00 | The EU, international economic organisations and international trade and
investment law: regional and global leverage for SOGIESC issues?
Andreas R. Ziegler

13:00 — 14:00 | Lunch

14:00 — 15:15 | The emergence of intersex as a protected category in international law
Benjamin Moron-Puech

15:15—15:30 | Break with coffee/tea

15:30 — 16:15 | Queer rights: the case of the Netherlands in its European context
Masuma Shahid

16:15-17:00 | Contested legal issues on intersex: torture and non-binary gender
Benjamin Moron-Puech

17:00 — 17:15 | Break with coffee/tea

17:15—18:00 | The right to relate, to come out, and to come together: sexual orientation as

an aspect of sexual, gender and relational diversity

Kees Waaldijk




DAY 3:

FRIDAY 31 JULY 2026 (The Hague)

10:00 — 12:00 | Visit to the International Criminal Court, The Hague

13:00 — 14:00 | Lunch

14:00 — 15:15 | Persons of diverse sexual orientations & gender identities in
international refugee law
Katinka Ridderbos

15:15 - 15:30 | Break with coffee/tea

15:30 — 16:45 | LGBTI asylum-seekers and refugees: a vulnerable group within a
vulnerable population
Katinka Ridderbos

16:45 —17:00 | Break with coffee/tea

17:00 — 18:00 | A child rights-based approach to SOGIESC asylum:

the question of credibility

Elias Tissandier-Nasom




DAY 4: MONDAY 3 AUGUST 2026 (Leiden)

9:30 - 10:00 Welcome with coffee/tea

10:00 — 11:15 | Institutional and normative frameworks on SOGIESC within the
Organization of American States (OAS)
Lucas R. Mendos

11:15-11:30 | Break with coffee/tea

11:30 — 12:15 | The Inter-American system:
regional SOGI protection standards in the Global South
Lucas R. Mendos

12:15—-13:00 | Queer lives, war, and the design of transitional justice: lessons from
Ukraine

Claudio Pala

13:00 — 14:00 | Lunch

14:00 — 15:30 | The weaponization of LGBTQI+ issues in foreign policy

Jessica Stern

15:30 — 15:45 | Break with coffee/tea

15:45 —16:45 | Dusting off the law books: recognizing gender persecution crimes
committed against LGBTQI+ persons in conflicts and atrocities

Lisa Davis

16:45 - 17:00 | Break with coffee/tea

17:00 — 18:00 | Finding protection for women and LGBTI persons in international criminal
law: recent developments

Lisa Davis




DAY 5: TUESDAY 4 AUGUST (Leiden)

10:00 — 10:30 | Welcome with coffee/tea

10:30 — 11:30 | The role of the African Union in combating SOGI based human rights
violations
Seun Bakare

11:30 — 11:45 | Break with coffee/tea

11:45-12:30 | The new criminal provisions relating to SOGI in some African states
Seun Bakare

12:30 — 13:00 | Ongoing research on SOGIESC and children’s rights
— agency and self-determination of gender non-confirming youth
Martina Semino (Leiden Orientation Law Fellow 2026)
& Elias Tissandier-Nasom

13:00 — 14:00 | Lunch

14:00 — 15:00 | The (limited) role of international SOGIESC law in Asian regions
Masuma Shahid

15:00 — 15:30 | Looking back on the Summer School

15:30 — 15:45 | Break with coffee/tea

15:45 —16:45 | Closing speech:
SOGIESC challenges in different corners of international politics
Graeme Reid

16:45 —17:15 | Certificate ceremony

19:00 —21:00 | Farewell dinner, Leiden

More info at https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/study-programmes/summer-

schools/sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity-in-international-law-human-rights-and-beyond



https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/study-programmes/summer-schools/sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity-in-international-law-human-rights-and-beyond
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/education/study-programmes/summer-schools/sexual-orientation-and-gender-identity-in-international-law-human-rights-and-beyond

SPEAKERS FOR THE 2026 EDITION

ACADEMIC COORDINATORS:

Andreas R. Ziegler
Professor of Public International
Law, University of Lausanne,
Switzerland, main editor of the
Oxford Handbook of LGBTI

Law.

LIST OF SPEAKERS:

Benjamin Moron-Puech

Professor of Private Law and
Criminal Sciences, Université
Lumiere Lyon II, France. He has been
working since 2009 on intersex legal
issues, with a human rights based
approach. In his work, he combines
legal research and active participation
in strategic litigation and legislative
or governmental reform. He was for
instance member of the drafting group
of the Council of Europe’s
Recommendation 7 (2025), which set
up the international gold standard for
the protection of intersex’s human
rights.

Claudio Pala

Head of the International Crimes
Component at the EU Advisory
Mission (EUAM) Ukraine and
Deputy Lead Coordinator of the
Atrocity Crimes Advisory Group
(ACA). Previously, Head of the
Criminal Justice Department at the
OSCE Presence in Albania, and
Chief EULEX Prosecutor in Kosovo.
Human Rights Researcher at
ReportOut, documenting human
rights abuses affecting LGBTQI+
people globally.

Graeme Reid
UN Independent Expert on Protection
Against Violence and Discrimination

Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender

Identity. Research Scholar and Lecturer
at Yale Jackson School of Global
Affairs, and Extraordinary Lecturer at

the Centre for Human Rights, University

of Pretoria. Previously, Director of

LGBT Rights Program at Human Rights

Watch. Founder of GALA, South
Africa’s Queer Archives.

Elias Tissandier-Nasom

PhD Candidate developing a child
rights-based approach to
SOGIESC in asylum law, Leiden
University, The Netherlands.

Jessica Stern

Senior Fellow at the Harvard
University Carr-Ryan Center. Co-
President of the Alliance for
Diplomacy and Justice. Former
U.S. Special Envoy to Advance
the Human Rights of LGBTQI+
Persons.

Katinka Ridderbos

UNHCR’s Country Guidance
Adviser based at UNHCR’s HQ in
Geneva, where she oversees
UNHCR’s policy and guidance on
the main countries of origin for
asylum-seekers. Prior to joining
UNHCR she worked for a number
of different NGOs, including
Human Rights Watch, the
Norwegian Refugee Council, the
Legal Resources Centre in Cape
Town, the Refugee Law Project in
Kampala, and the Refugee Legal
Aid Project in Cairo

Kees Waaldijk

Professor emeritus of Comparative
Sexual Orientation Law, Leiden
University, The Netherlands,
founder of this Summer School,
and creator of the Global Index on
Legal Recognition of Homosexual
Orientation. He introduced the
notions of ‘standard sequences’
and ‘small change’ to characterize
the process of legal recognition of
same-sex orientation in different
countries. Since publishing his
first article on same-sex marriage
in 1987, Kees has contributed to
the opening up of family law to
gay and lesbian couples in the
Netherlands and beyond.



SPEAKERS FOR THE 2026 EDITION

Lucas R. Mendos

PhD Candidate, University of
Lausanne, Switzerland. Formerly
OHCHR Human Rights Officer
(LGBTI Cluster) and ILGA
World’s Research Manager.

Martina Semino

2026 Orientation Law Fellow at
Leiden University researching the
rights of gender non-conforming
youth to agency and self-
determination from a child rights-
based approach. Student in the
Advanced LLM in International
Children’s Rights Law, Leiden
University.

Masuma Shahid

Assistant Professor in
International and European Union
Law and Researcher on Al, Queer
Data and LGBTQ+ Rights,
Erasmus University Rotterdam,
The Netherlands.

Lisa Davis

Senior Associate Dean and
Professor of Law, CUNY Law
School, New York, U.S., and
Special Adviser on Gender and
Other Discriminatory Crimes to
the International Criminal Court,
Office of the Prosecutor.

Paula Gerber

Professor of Law at Monash
University, Australia and Chair of
Kaleidoscope Human Rights
Foundation (an NGO advancing
the rights of LGBTQI+ people in
the Asia-Pacific region). Chair of
Kaleidoscope Human Rights
Foundation, a not-for-profit
organization that advocates for
better protection of the rights of
LGBTIQA+ people in the Asia
Pacific, a region where 15
countries still criminalize same-
sex sexual conduct. She is also
currently leading a research
project on trans rights in
Australia, to identify the
community’s priorities for human
rights reforms.

Seun Bakare

Executive Director and Chief
Movement Lawyer of the Justice
Bridge Foundation (JBF), a
movement lawyering organization
advancing justice in hostile
environments across West and
Central Africa through strategic
litigation and community legal
defense. He is also Senior
Associate for East and West
Africa at the Human Dignity Trust
and a Visiting Scholar at
Columbia Law School,
researching international criminal
accountability and regional
complementarity. Seun holds a
PhD in International Criminal
Law from Leiden University and
writes and teaches on human
rights and international criminal
law from a pan African
perspective.

* The views of our guest lecturers are their own and do not represent the views of the institutions
they are affiliated with.



