
Koen Caminada (1966) is Professor of Empirical Analysis of Tax and 

Social Policy at Leiden University, the Netherlands. He is Dean of the 

Faculty Governance and Global Affairs. His research interests include 

Empirical Analysis of Tax Law and Social Policy, Social Security, Fiscal and 

Tax Policy, Income Distribution and Poverty (EU and OECD). Caminada 

holds a PhD from Leiden University (1997), and studied Economics at 

Erasmus University Rotterdam (1986-1992) and the Catholic University 

Leuven, Belgium (1991-1992). Caminada is a research fellow at Leiden Law 

School, and Network for Studies on Pensions, Aging and Retirement. He is 

a member of the Board of Directors of Una Europa and board member of 

the Foundation of International Studies on Social Security and Academic Partner of CPB Netherlands 

Bureau of Economic Policy Analysis, and was Academic Director of the Leiden Institute of Tax Law 

and Economics for seven years and Vice-dean of FGGA since 2018. Caminada published papers in 

journals as the International Journal of Social Welfare, Journal of Common Market Studies, International 

Social Security Review, Poverty & Public Policy, Cambridge Journal of Economics, International Tax and 

Public Finance.  

Caminada promotes Open Access – all his publications are available via his personal website: Website / 

Google Scholar / ResearchGate / SSRN / Twitter 

Metrics Koen Caminada 1991-2024

# publications share per year

Total 210 100% 6,6

Academic, peer reviewed 33 16% 1,0

Academic, other 134 64% 4,2

Professional 43 20% 1,3

International 74 35% 2,3

Dutch 136 65% 4,3

Single authored 39 19% 1,2

Co-authored 171 81% 5,3

Co-authors # co-authors authors per paper

64 2,78

# presentations share per year

Total 267 100% 8,3

International 45 17% 1,4

National 222 83% 6,9

English 85 32% 2,7

Dutch 182 68% 5,7

Research Grants (team) # projects budget mean project

projects 14 € 5.210.267 € 372.162

Google scholar citations H-index i10-index

December 27th, 2024 2.620 26 45

Most co-authored: Kees Goudswaard (117), Jim Been (28), Henk 

Vording (19), Van Vliet (17), Marike Knoef (17), Chen Wang (14), 

Jinxian Wang (10)

Top-5 Most cited papers

(2012), The redistributive effect of social transfer programs and taxes: 

a decomposition across countries, International Social Security Review 

65(3): 27-48, with Chen Wang & Kees Goudswaard.

(2012), Unemployment replacement rates dataset among 34 welfare 

states 1971-2009: An update, extension and modification of Scruggs 

Welfare State Entitlements Data Set, NEUJOBS Special Report  No. 2, 

Leiden University, with Olaf van Vliet

(2001), International Trends in Income Inequality and Social Policy, 

International Tax and Public Finance  8(4): 395-415, with Kees 

Goudswaard

(2010), Patterns of welfare state indicators in the EU: Is there 

convergence?, Journal of Common Market Studies  48(3): 529-556, with 

Kees Goudswaard & Olaf van Vliet

(2016), Measuring retirement savings adequacy: developing a multi-

pillar approach in the Netherlands, Journal of Pension Economics and 

Finance, 15(1): 55-89, with Marike Knoef, Jim Been, Rob Alessie, Kees 

Goudswaard & Adriaan Kalwij

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/koen-caminada?_ga=2.152608762.2115580942.1559156010-1631964445.1559156010
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=Iyf8nggAAAAJ&hl=nl
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Koen_Caminada
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/cf_dev/AbsByAuth.cfm?per_id=286498
https://twitter.com/koencaminada
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Research interests:   

• Empirical Analysis of Tax Law and Social Policy; Social Security; Fiscal and Tax Policy; Income 

Distribution and Poverty 

 

Education:  

• PhD, Leiden University (1997), thesis on Liability Progression and Tax Revenue Elasticity (in 

Dutch: De progressie van het belastingstelsel). 

• Economics, Erasmus University Rotterdam (1986-1992) 

• Courses on Advanced Public Finance and Advanced Monetary Economics, Catholic University 

Leuven, Belgium (1991-1992)  

 

Current positions:  

• Professor of Empirical analysis of tax and social policy, Leiden University (2005-) 

• Dean and Vice Dean Faculty of Governance and Global Affairs, Leiden University (2018-) 

• Board of Directors Una Europa, an alliance of 11 European universities (2023-) 

• Academic Director Institute of Tax Law and Economics, Leiden University (2014-2020) 

 

Fellow:   

• Research Fellow Leiden Law School, Leiden University (2000-) 

• Network for Studies on Pensions, Ageing and Retirement (2013-2022)  

 

Reviewing (journals) 

International Tax and Public Finance, International Journal of Social Welfare, International Journal of 

Comparative Sociology, Journal of Income Inequality, Journal of Applied Economics, Applied 

Economic Letters, Politics & Policy, Journal of European Social Policy, Poverty & Public Policy, Social 

Policy Administration, European Societies, European Journal of Political Research, FinanzArchiv, 

Public Finance and Management, Marmara Journal of European Studies, Journal of World Economy, 

Journal of European Public Policy, Journal of Common Market Studies, Journal of Social Policy, Policy 

& Politics, De Economist,  Tijdschrift voor Openbare Financiën, Tijdschrift voor Politieke Economie 

en Maandblad voor Vermogensrecht. 

 

Research grants and funding PhD students (team):  

 

Onderzoeksubsidies en funding PhD students (in teamverband) 

        
1997-2003 € 136.134 

  

Reaal Verzekeringen NV (with Goudswaard), Leiden Social Security 

Incidence Project. 

1999-2003 € 45.378 

  

Verbond van Verzekeraars, Centrum voor Verzekeringsstatistiek (with 

Goudswaard), Leiden Social Security Incidence Project, specific modules. 

2004-2004 € 35.700 

  

Stichting Instituut Gak (with Goudswaard & Vording), project Naar een 

transparanter loonstrookje. 

2004-2005 € 31.400 

  

Ministery Economic Affairs, Directie Algemene Economische Politiek 

(with Goudswaard), project Naar een vlakke belasting op arbeidsinkomen. 
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2006-2013 € 2.663.901 Stichting Instituut GAK (with Goudswaard & Heerma van Voss), project 

Hervorming Sociale Zekerheid. 

2011-2012 € 140.019 European Commission – competition FP7 (with Van Vliet & 

Goudswaard), comparative research on changes active labor market 

policies. 

2011-2014 € 49.289 Netspar (with Alessi & Knoef), project Pensions Reforms and Financial 

Well-Being of Dutch Elderly. 

2011-2016 € 360.000 Chinese Scholarship Counsel (in kind), scholarships PhD students Chen 

Wang & Jinxian Wang. 

2012-2013 € 28.000 Centraal Planbureau (with Knoef and Been), project IBO 65+. 

2014-2017 € 250.000 Netspar Medium Vision Grant , project Pension savings and consumption 

needs of current and future retirees; with Alessie (Groningen), Knoef 

(Leiden), Van Soest (Tilburg), Kalwij (Utrecht), Goudswaard (Leiden) & 

Michaud (University of Québec, Montreal). 

2016 € 10.000 Netspar Topicality Project Dynamiek en loonprofielen op de arbeidsmarkt en 

de toereikendheid van pensioenopbouw; with Lever (Centraal Planbureau) 

2016-2020 € 500.000 Netspar Theme Grant, project Uncertainty over the life cycle: implications 

for pensions and savings; with Knoef and 16 other scholars. 

2017-2023 € 935.446 Instituut Gak, project Zelfredzaamheid en sociale bescherming over de 

levenscyclus; with Goudswaard, Knoef, Koning & Van Vliet 

2025-2025 € 25.000 Netspar Topicality Grant, project De toereikendheid van pensioenen; naar 

een comple(e)t(er) beeld van pensioeninkomen voor de gehele 

Nederlandse bevolking, met Been, Biesenbeek & Knoef 

Totaal € 5.210.267 

Visiting professor: 

• Institute for Research on Poverty, University of Wisconsin - Madison, USA, April-June 2009.

• Xiamen University Tan Kah Kee College, Xiamen, China, December 2013.

• School of Public Finance, Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing, China,

November 2014 and May 2015.

• Institute of Finance and Economics, Shanghai University of Finance and Economics, Shanghai,

China, May 2015 and October 2018.

Other positions: 

• Board of Governors of the Foundation of International Studies on Social Security (2010-)

• Member Dutch Tax Committee (Commissie Inkomstenbelasting en Toeslagen) (2012-2014)

• Member Committee Forecasting Dutch Tax Revenues (Commissie visitatie raming belasting- en

premieontvangsten) (2018)

• Academic Partner of CPB Netherlands Bureau of Economic Policy Analysis (2014-)

• Member board of editors Tijdschrift voor Openbare Financien (Dutch Journal of Public

Finance) (2007-2017)

• Member board Foundation for Public Finance (Wim Drees Stichting) (2008-2017)

• Member of the Scientific Advisory Council TPEdigitaal (2013-).

• Member Tax Committee Social Economic Counsel (SER) (2015-)

• Editor Department of Economics Research Memorandum, Leiden University (2000-2018)
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• Lecturer Beroepsopleiding Financieel Economisch Beleidsmedewerker (2018-).

• Member of the Royal Dutch Society of Sciences, KHMW(2019-)

• Member jury Jan Brouwer Thesis Prize, KHMW (2020)

• Member steering committee Prosperity Profit by better debt handling (Welvaartswinst door

betere schuldafhandeling) (2020-2020)

• Member Academic Counsel Wim Drees Fonds, Royal Dutch Society of Sciences,

KHMW(2021-)

• Member Board of Directors of Una Europa (2023-)

• Member Dutch Committee on Social Welfare (Commissie Sociaal Minimum) (2022-2023)

Teaching: 

• Quantitative Empirical Research Methods in Law

• Seminar Economic Policy

• Public Sector Economics / Public Finance I

• Principles of Economics

• Public Economics / Public Finance II

Admin (selection): 

• Member Faculty Council Law, Leiden University (1999-2001)

• Chair Committee for Planning and Budget, Faculty of Law, Leiden University (1999-2001)

• Secretary Department of Fiscal and Economics, Faculty of Law, Leiden University (2001-2005)

• Secretary Department of Economics, Faculty of Law, Leiden University (2001-2006)

• Coordinator Minor Economics (interfaculty course-track to the major in Law and major in

Public Administration), Leiden University (2001-2019)

• Chair Board of Examiners and Coordinator of Juridische Opleiding Publieke Sector

(interfaculty), Leiden University (2003-2010)

• Member Committee for Planning and Budget, Faculty of Law, Leiden University

• PI Research Program Social Security Reform (2005-)

• Coordinator research program Reform of social regulations (2008-2017)

• Coordinator research program Reform of social regulations, member Research Board E.M.

Meijers Institute, Leiden University (2012-2017)

• Member Project Team Remote Teaching & Testing, Leiden University (Covid19) (2020)

• Member Project Team Online Recruitment Students, Leiden University (Covid19) (2020-

2021)

• Member Cockpit / scenarios, Leiden University (Covid19) (2020-2021)

• Member program Costs and Quality of the Universities of the Netherlands (large data project

of a model of all university programs in the Netherlands to provide insight into costs at

program level) (2022-)

• Chair University Working Group BOOAM (uniform educational standards), Leiden

University (2022-)

• Member University Working Group on Interfaculty Education, Leiden University (2022-)
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Personal data: 

• Date of birth: December 24th, 1966

• Married, three children

• Home address: 

My inspiration: 

Measuring the effects of tax rules and social policy is a tricky business, requiring a creative 

combination of science, craft and art. If done well, it produces both truth and beauty. The research on 

the empirical analysis of tax rules and social policy focuses on the effects and impact of government 

policy. Empirical research may, for example, determine the effects of changes in the social security 

system and old age pension schemes for several socio-economic groups, and the economic aspects of 

tax reforms. However, empirical findings may (not) be in line with the expectations of policy makers. 

Research should therefore examine tax policy and social rules critically. My inspiration is to motivate 

others – researchers, policy makers, students – to apply empirical work themselves.  

PhD students: 

2002-2008 Aldo Spanjer, ‘Structural and regulatory reform of the European natural gas market. Does the 

current approach secure the public service obligations?', Public defense December 17th 2008. 

2006-2011 Olaf van Vliet, 'Convergence and Europeanisation: The Political Economy of Social and Labour 

Market Policies', Public defense June 29th 2011. 

2007-2012 Henk Nijboer (stopped): 'Restructuring responsibilities in the Dutch social security system’. 

2012-2013 Mark Humprey-Jenner, ‘Establishing an Effective Dialog between Courts and Agencies’, Public 

defense April 16th 2013. 

2010-2015 Chen Wang, ‘Essays on trends in income distribution and redistribution in affluent countries 

and China’, Public defense February 19th 2015. 

2010-2015 Jim Been, ‘Pensions, Retirement, and the Financial Position of the Elderly’, Public defense April 

30th 2015. 

2011-2015 Stefan Thewissen, ‘Growing apart. The political economy of income inequality and social policy 

development in affluent countries’, Public defense September 2015 

2012-2016 Jinxian Wang: ‘Trends in social assistance, minimum income benefits and income polarization 

in an international perspective’, Public defense September 15th 2016. 

2014-2018 Lieke Kools: 'Essays on wealth, health, and data collection', Public defense 21st November  2018. 

2016-2019 Marco Stam, work in progress: ‘The effects of welfare reforms and imprisonment on the 

financial wellbeing and criminal behavior of ex-prisoners’ (supervision transferred). 

2016-1019 Clare Fenwick, work in progress: ‘SOLID: Solidarity under strain – A legal, criminological and 

economic analysis of welfare states and free movement in the EU’ (supervision transferred). 

2017-2019 Vincent Bakker, work in progress: ‘Disaggregated Social Investment spending and labour 

market outcomes in 26 OECD countries’ (supervision transferred). 

2018-2024 Heike Vethaak: ‘Empirical Analysis of Social Insurance, Work Incentives and Employment 

Outcomes’, Public defense January 24th 2024. 

2018- Lars van Doorn, work in progress: ‘Flexibilisation, globalization and technological progress: 

consequences for the labor market and social security’. 

2019- Bastiaan van Ganzen, work in progress: ‘Dynamism and Democracy. Essays on the Fiscal Social 

Contractin a Globalised World’. 
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2022- Maarten van 't Riet, work in progress: 'Essays in International Corporate Taxation  / 

Quantitative Analysis of International Tax Coordination'. 

Community Service (selection): 

2001-2010 Chair Building Committee Benedictus-en-Bernadettekerk, RK Parish Bonifatius Rijswijk  

2006-2017 Founder and Chair Foundation ‘Stichting Sportaccommodatie Rijswijksche Hockey Club 

2009-prenent Member Council for Economic Affairs Diocese of Rotterdam 

2010-present Member Investment Advisory Committee Diocese of Rotterdam 

2018-present Chair foundation to promote mutual bonding with the population of Rijswijk 

(Strandwalfestival)  

2020-present Chair working group Restructuring Sportpark Elsenburg  Rijswijk (project 17.5 million euros) 

2022 Royal Decoration Knight in the Order of Orange-Nassau for volunteer work for sports, city & 

society and church (9 April 2022). 

2023- Chair Foundation ‘Stichting Sportaccommodatie Rijswijksche Hockey Club 



Publications : All publications are Open Access available at Leiden Law School / Economics / Koen Caminada 

Profile publications Koen Caminada 1991-2024 Decomposition publications 1991-2024

# publications share

Total 210 100%

Academic, peer reviewed 33 16%

Academic, other 134 64%

Professional 43 20%

International 74 35%

Dutch 136 65%

Single authored 39 19%

Co-authored 171 81%

2 authors 89 42%

3 authors 32 15%

4 authors 29 14%

>4 authors 22 10%

Most co-authored

1 Kees Goudswaard 117 56%

2 Jim Been 28 13%

3 Henk Vording 19 9%

4 Olaf van Vliet 17 8%

5 Marike  Knoef 17 8%

6 Chen Wang 14 7%

7 Jinxian Wang 10 5%

8 Flip de Kam 6 3%

9 Egbert Jogen 6 3%

10 Heike Vethaak 5 2%

# Co-authors 64

≥ 3 publications 15

Authors per paper 2,78

Google scholar citations H-index i10-index

December 27th, 2024 26 46 452.620
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https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/en/staffmembers/koen-caminada


Work in progress - submissions  

Kloosterman RC, Trip JJ, Caminada K & Romein A & (2020), Divergent urban responses to the financial crisis. A 

comparison of the employment trajectories in Amsterdam and Rotterdam, 2000-2015, Tijdschrift voor 

Economische en Sociale Geografie Studies (submision). 

Caminada K, Goudswaard K, Liu Q, Wang C & Wang J, (2024), Determinants of elderly poverty in 21 European 

countries, 1995-2022, Economic Modelling (submitted). 

Bakker V, Van Vliet OP, Goudswaard KP & Caminada K (2024), Unemployment Benefits Amidst Austerity and 

Economic Crises: Insight into Developments in Replacement Rates and Benefit Reforms from Revised and 

Updated Data (work in progress). 

 

International peer reviewed articles 

Jongen E, Been J, Caminada K. & Vethaak H, Labour market and income inequalities in the Netherlands, 1977–

2022, Fiscal Studies, 45: 343–357. https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-5890.12386 

Caminada K, Goudswaard K, Wang C & Wang J (2020), Antipoverty effects of various social transfers and 

income taxes across countries, Social Indicators Research , doi.org/10.1007/s11205-020-02572-9). 

Caminada K, Goudswaard K, Vliet O van & Bakker V (2020), Redistribution des revenus et réduction de la 

pauvreté par les allocations sociales et les impôts en Belgique et aux Pays-Bas, La Revue belge de sécurité 

sociale 2019/2: 285-315. 

Caminada K, Goudswaard K, Wang C & Wang J (2019), Has the redistributive effect of social transfers and taxes 

changed over time across countries?, International Social Security Review 72 (1): 3-31. 

Caminada K, Goudswaard K, Wang C & Wang J (2019), Income inequality and fiscal redistribution in 31 

countries after the crisis, Journal of Comparative Economic Studies 61:119–148. 

Wang J, Caminada K, Goudswaard K & Wang C (2017), Income polarization in 31 European countries and 

Europe wide, 2004-2012, Cambridge Journal of Economics 42, 797–816. 

Wang J, Caminada K & Wang C (2017), Measuring income polarization for 20 European countries, 2004-2013: A 

Shapley growth-redistribution decomposition, Eastern European Economics 55(6): 477-499. 

Been J, Caminada K, Goudswaard K & Vliet OP van (2017), Public/private pension mix, income inequality, and 

poverty among the elderly in Europe: an empirical analysis using new and revised OECD data, Social Policy & 

Administration 51(7): 1079-1100. 

Goudswaard K & Caminada K (2016), Social security contributions: Economic and public finance 

considerations, International Social Security Review 68(4): 25-45. 

Knoef M, Been J, Alessie R, Caminada K, Goudswaard K & Kalwij A (2014/2016), Measuring retirement savings 

adequacy: developing a multi-pillar approach in the Netherlands, Journal of Pension Economics and Finance, 

15(1): 55-89. 

Wang C, Caminada K & Goudswaard K (2014), Income redistribution in 20 countries over time, International 

Journal of Social Welfare 23(3): 262-275. 

Wang C, Caminada K & Goudswaard K (2012), The redistributive effect of social transfer programs and taxes: a 

decomposition across countries, International Social Security Review 65(3): 27-48. 

Caminada K & Goudswaard KP (2012), The Relationship Between Alternative Measures of Social Spending and 

Poverty Rates, International Review of Business and Social Sciences 1(5): 8-25. 

Vliet O van, Been J, Caminada K & Goudswaard K (2012), Pension reform and income inequality among older 

people in 15 European countries, International Journal of Social Welfare 21 (suppl. 1): S8-S29. 

Caminada K, Goudswaard K & Koster F (2012), Social income transfers and poverty: A cross-country analysis for 

OECD countries, International Journal of Social Welfare 21(2): 115-126. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1475-5890.12386
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Caminada K & Martin MC (2011), Differences in Anti-Poverty Approaches in Europe and The United States: A 

Cross-Atlantic Descriptive Policy Analysis, Poverty & Public Policy 3(2), Article 3: 1-17. 

Martin M & Caminada K (2011), Welfare Reform in the U.S.: A Policy Overview Analysis, Poverty & Public 

Policy, 3(1), Article 8: 1-38. 

Caminada K, Goudswaard KP & Vliet OP van (2010), Patterns of welfare state indicators in the EU: Is there 

convergence?, Journal of Common Market Studies 48(3): 529-556. 

Goudswaard KP & Caminada K (2010), The redistributive effect of public and private social programs: a cross-

country empirical analysis, International Social Security Review 63(1): 1-19. 

Caminada K & Goudswaard KP (2009), Effectiveness of Poverty Reduction in the EU15. A Descriptive Analysis., 

Poverty & Public Policy 1(2), Article 5: 1-51. 

Caminada K & Goudswaard K (2008), Revenue Effects of Tax Facilities for Pension Savings, Atlantic Economic 

Journal 36(2): 233-246. 

Caminada K & Goudswaard KP (2005), Are public and private social expenditures complementary?, 

International Advances in Economic Research, 11(2): 175-189. 

Caminada K & Goudswaard K (2001), Does a Flat Rate Personal Income Tax Reduce Tax Progressivity? A 

Simulation for the Netherlands, Public Finance & Management 1(4): 471-500. 

Caminada K & Goudswaard K (2001), International Trends in Income Inequality and Social Policy, International 

Tax and Public Finance 8(4): 395-415. 

Caminada K & Goudswaard KP (1996), Progression and Revenue Effects of Income Tax Reform, International 

Tax and Public Finance 3(1): 57-66. 

 

Databases & Documentation Guides (Open Access at Leiden Law School / Economics / Data) 

Revision Dutch Income Statistics 1977-2019, with Statistics Netherlands. Data is available via remote Open 

Access. A book, presentation & Codebook are available via link 

Leiden LIS Budget Incidence Fiscal Redistribution Dataset on Relative Income Poverty Rates (2019), assembled 

by Koen Caminada & Jinxian Wang (Version 1, February 2019), presents the disentanglement of relative 

income poverty measurers and the redistributive effect of social transfers and income taxes in 49 LIS 

countries for the period 1967-2016 

Leiden LIS Budget Incidence Fiscal Redistribution Dataset on Income Inequality (2017), assembled by Jinxian 

Wang & Koen Caminada (Version 1, October 2017), presents the disentanglement of income inequality and 

the redistributive effect of social transfers and income taxes in 47 LIS countries for the period 1967-2014.  

The unemployment replacement rate data set, assembled by Olaf Van Vliet & Koen Caminada (version 1, 

January 2012), provides data on unemployment benefit schemes in 34 welfare states from the 1970s until 

2009.  

Leiden LIS Budget Incidence Fiscal Redistribution Dataset, assembled by Chen Wang and Koen Caminada 

(Version 1, August 2011), presents the disentanglement of income inequality and the redistributive effect of 

social transfers and income taxes in 36 LIS countries for the period 1970-2006.  

Work in progress: Update and extension: The unemployment replacement rate data set, assembled by Olaf Van 

Vliet, Koen Caminada & Vincent Bakker (work in progress), provides data on unemployment benefit 

schemes in 34 welfare states plus BRICs from the 1970s until 2015.  

 

Articles and book chapters 
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  # presentations share per year 

        

Total 267 100% 8.3 

        

International 45 17% 1.4 

National 227 83% 6.9 

        

English 85 32% 2.7 

Dutch 182 68% 5.7 
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Time-series
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