
O U R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  O N  W H A T  T O  W A T C H / R E A D

T H I S  S U M M E R  C O N N E C T E D  T O  Y O U R  N E W  S T U D Y

P R O G R A M M E  S E C U R I T Y  S T U D I E S !

This  l ist  is  created by  var ious t eachers  a t  t he  In st i t ute o f

Secur ity  and Global  Affairs  at  the Fa cu l ty  of  G ov erna nc e an d

Global  Affairs  of  Leiden Un iversit y  fo r  pro spec tiv e st u den t s  o f

the Bachelor  Secur ity  St udie s. .

TIPS!
B O O K / F I L M / S E R I E S / D O C U M E N T A R Y



C O U N T E R I N G  V I O L E N T  E X T R E M I S M  -   T A H I R  A B B A S

This  book presents an understan ding of  the co n c ept  o f

Counter ing Vio lent  Extremism from a  c r it ica l  te rro r i sm studie s

perspective using case studies from di ffe re nt  count r ie s  whi l e

examining the issues it  ra ises.  

BOOKS
P E R S E P O L I S  -  M A R J A N E  S A T R A P I

An autobiographica l  g raphic  novel  ab o u t  l i fe  in  I ra n  dur i n g t he

Is lamic Revolut ion.

I N T E R V E N T I O N S  -  K O F I  A N N A N

With e loquence and immediacy,  Annan  wr i te s a bout  t h e h i gh s

and lows of  h is  year s at  the Unit ed Na ti o n s:  f rom s h utt l e-

dip lomacy dur ing cr ises such as Kosov o ,  Leba no n  a n d Is ra el-

Palest ine to  the wrenching batt les ove r  th e I raq W a r  to  th e

creat ion of  the landmark Responsibi l i t y  t o  Pro t e ct  do ct r ine .  H e

is  remarkably  candid  about  t he organiz a t i on's  fa i l ed effort s,

part icular ly  in  Rwanda,  Bosnia  and Darfu r .  U lt i ma te l y ,  An n an

shows readers a  wor ld  where solut ions are  a va i l abl e ,  i f  we h a ve

the wi l l  and courage to  see t hem thr ou gh.

E M E R G E N C Y  S E X  A N D  O T H E R  D E S P E R A T E

M E A S U R E S ,  T R U E  S T O R I E S  F R O M  W A R Z O N E S -

K E N N E T H  C A I N ,  H E I D I  P O S T L E W A I T ,  A N D  A N D R E W

T H O M S O N

Detai ls  the l ives of  three UN employe e s  a s t he y t rav el  f rom

confl ict  zone to  conf l ict  zone under  th e gui da n ce  o f  t h e  U N.

Going from Cambodia  a l l  the way to  t h e  Rwan dan ge n oc i de an d

the War  in  Bosnia ,  the book depict s  the  s h ort co min gs of  th e UN

and the d iff icult ies ground crews ofte n  fac e.



H O M E  F I R E  -  K A M I L A  S H A M S I E

This  book centers around the t opi c  o f  ra di c a l isat io n  a n d i s

based on the Greek t ragedy Ant igone but  unfo ld ing amon g

Br it ish Musl ims.  

T H E  M A P  O F  S A L T  A N D  S T A R S  -  J E N N I F E R  Z E Y N A B

J O U K H A D A R

This  book about  the  Syr ian war  te l ls  t he  sto ry  o f  t wo  wo me n

l iv ing centur ies apart .  The story  mov es bet wee n co n te mpora ry

Syr ia  and its  past .  

T H E  P E O P L E  V S  T E C H  -  J A M I E  B A R T L E T T

A good read on how the i nternet  is  k i l l ing  demo cra cy  (a nd h ow

we save it ) .  Descr ibes how our  pol it i cal  sy st em is  t h re a t e n ed

by the d ig ita l  revolut ion.  

I N V I S I B L E  W O M E N  -  C A R O L I N E  C R I A D O  P E R E Z

Inv is ib le  Women reveals  how in  a  wor l d  bu i lt  fo r  a n d by  men we

are systematical ly  ignor ing half  o f  t he po pul a t i on,  oft en  wi th

disastrous consequences.

F R O N T L I N E  -  T O N Y  R E D M O N D

A heroic  doctor ’s  unf l inchingly  hones t  a nd v is c e ra l  t a l e  o f

impossible  choices in  emergency me di c ine .  To n y  Re dmo n d h a s

deployed to  wars,  refugee cr ises,  a i r  crash e s ,  e a rthq uak e s ,

typhoons,  volcanoes,  and d isease outbre a k s fo r  ov er  th i rty

years.  Featur ing ta les of  hope and redempt i on,  a s  wel l  a s

untold  suffer ing and mismanagement ,  th i s  ra w,  h o n es t  acc o u n t

could  only  have been wr itten by  so me o ne wh o has fo r  dec ade s

performed incredib le  feat s of  a ltru is m.



B L I N D E D  B Y  H U M A N I T Y  -  M A R T I N  B A R B E R

Mart in  Barber ,  for  many years a  se n io r  U N o ff ic i a l  a n d wi th

decades of  humanitar ian exper i ence ,  h e re a rgue s  t h a t  t he

explanat ion for  UN 'fa i lures'  or  o nly  p a rt i a l  suc c e ss e s  l ie s  n ot

with  any lack of  ideal ism or  goo d  int e nt io n s  bu t  wit h  t h e

constraints p laced on a id  workers by  i l l -c o n side re d pol i c i es  a n d

poor  pract ical  appl icat ion -  off ic i a ls  a re  ' b l inde d by  h u ma n i t y '

T H E  B L A C K  S W A N :  T H E  I M P A C T  O F  T H E  H I G H L Y

I M P R O B A B L E  -  N A S S I M  N I C H O L A S  T A L E B

A groundbreaking explorat ion of  every thi n g we k n ow abo u t

what we don't  know.  A  b lack swa n  is  a  h i ghly  i mpro ba bl e  eve n t

with  three pr incipal  character ist ic s:  I t  is  u n predic table ;  i t

carr ies a  massive impact;  and,  aft er  the  fa c t ,  we  c o nco c t  a n

explanat ion that  makes it  appear  less  ra n dom,  a nd more

predictable,  than it  was.

T W I L I G H T  O F  D E M O C R A C Y :  T H E  S E D U C T I V E  L U R E  O F

A U T H O R I T A R I A N I S M  -  A N N E  A P P L E B A U M

The 2020 book d iscusses t he democra t i c  de cl i n e  a nd t h e r i s e

of  r ight-wing popul ist  pol it ics  with  au t h o r it a r i a n t ende n c ies  by

using the case studies of  Poland,  the  U K,  and t he  U S,  wi t h  a

discussion of  Hungary.  This  is  a  very  go o d rea ding i f  y o u wi s h

to understand the broader  cont ex t  un de r  wh i c h  Eu ro-

skeptic ism thr ives as wel l  as  th e c ur rent  sh i ft s  i n  t h e po l i t i cal

spir it  within  European count r ies ( i .e . ,  thro u gh  t h e way part ie s

chal lenge the ru le  of  law in  Poland a nd H u n ga ry )



DOCUMENTARIES

S A R A J E V O  R O S E S

Covers 24 years of  conf l ict  in  Bosnia ,  fo cu se d o n  t h e c apit a l

c ity  of  Sarajevo dur ing the s iege and i ts  a fte rma th thro u gh t h e

eyes of  5  s urvivors.

B E F O R E  T H E  F L O O D

A 2016 documentary  about  c l imate change in  which d ifferent

prominent  f igures and wor ld  leaders d iscuss the topic  of

cl imate change.

F O R  S A M A

For  Sama (2019)  is  both an int imate an d epi c  j ourne y  int o the

female exper ience of  war .  A  love lett er  fro m a  young mot h er  t o

her  daughter ,  the f i lm tel ls  the st ory  o f  Wa a d a l - Ka te a b’ s  l i fe

through f ive years of  the upr is ing in  Al eppo,  S y r i a  as  s he  fa l l s

in  love,  gets marr ied and g ives b i rt h  t o  Sa ma,  a l l  wh i le

cataclysmic conf l ict  r ises around her .  

U N  P A Y S  Q U I  S E  T I E N T  S A G E

I t  tackles a  lot  about  the g i lets  jaunes  a n d th e gove rn me n ta l

response to  the movement,  including in t e re s t i n g pers pe ct i ve s

on the legit imate use of  force by  t he po l i ce .  

V I R U N G A

A great  documentary  on Environmenta l  s ec ur i ty  i n  th e

Democrat ic  Republ ic  of  Congo and t he  int ers ec tio n  betwee n

the c l imate,  the ongoing conf l ict ,  and b ig  bus i n e ss .



E N S L E R ,  E .  ( 2 0 0 5 ,  J U L Y ) .  W H A T  S E C U R I T Y  M E A N S

T O  M E

Playwright  Eve Ensler  explores our  mode rn c ra v in g fo r  s ecur i ty

--  and why it  makes us less secure.  L is t e n  fo r  i n s pi r in g,

heartbreaking stor ies of  women makin g change.

S C H N E I E R ,  B .  ( 2 0 1 0 ,  O C T O B E R ) .  T H E  S E C U R I T Y

M I R A G E

The feel ing of  secur ity  and t he real it y  o f  s e cur i ty  do n 't  a l way s

match,  says comput er-secur it y  expe rt  Bruc e Sc h n e ier .  In  h i s

talk ,  he expla ins why we spend b i l l ion s address i n g n ews  sto ry

r isks,  l ike  the "secur ity  theater"  now playing a t  y our  lo c al

a i rport ,  whi le  neglect ing more pr obable  r i s ks  - -  a n d ho w we  ca n

break this  pattern .

H I C K S ,  G .  ( 2 0 1 6 ,  M A Y ) .  I  S U R V I V E D  A  T E R R O R I S T

A T T A C K .  H E R E ’ S  W H A T  I  L E A R N E D

Gi l l  H icks' s  story  is  one of  compassi on and h u manit y ,  e mergi n g

from the as hes of  chaos and hat e.  A  surv i vo r  o f  t h e Lo ndo n

terror ist  bombings on July  7,  2005,s h e sh are s h er  story  of  t he

events of  t hat  day - -  and the profound le sso n s  that  came as

she learned how to l ive  on.

TED TALKS

YOUTUBE
S H A D O W  C O M P A N Y

This  channel  has documentar ies abou t  pr iva te  mi l i t ary

companies (with  academic input) .



L I O R E T ,  P .  ( 2 0 0 9 ) .  W E L C O M E .

Fi lm showing the everyday impact s of  t h e refugee  c r i s is ,

through an emotional  f r iendsh ip  bet we en a  Fre n ch  s wi mmi n g

teacher  and a  young I raqui-Kurd refugee .

K U B R I C K ,  S .  ( 1 9 6 4 ) .  D R .  S T R A N G E L O V E  O R :  H O W  I

S T O P P E D  W O R R Y I N G  A N D  L O V E D  T H E  B O M B .

A Cold  War  c lassic  b lack comedy a bo ut  the  pro ble ms of  n u c lea r

weapons and mutual ly  assured destru ct io n.

C A P T A I N  P H I L I P S

Detai ls  the k idnapping and h i jack in g o f  a  fre i gh te r  s h i p  in  t he

gulf  of  Aden and how the US mi l i t ary  int erv ene d t o  re s cue h im.

L E S  M I S É R A B L E S  ( 2 0 1 9 )

I t  tackles pol ice brutal ity  and racism i n  poor  re gi o n s i n  Franc e

I ,  D A N I E L  B L A K E  ( 2 0 1 6 )

A f i lm that  tackles a  d ifferent  s ide of  se c u r it y ,  na mely

indiv idual  secur ity  and vulnerabi l i ty  an d t h e go ve rn ance  o f

poverty

S U Z U M E  ( 2 0 2 2 )

A modern act ion adventure road  stor y  whe re a  17-y ea r- old  g i r l

named Suzu me helps a  myst er ious young man c lo s e doo rs from

the other  s ide that  are  re leasing d isas te rs a l l  o v er  in  J a pan .

FILMS



SERIES
W H E N  T H E Y  S E E  U S

Based on the real  1989 Central  Park  jogger  ca s e wh ere  f iv e

men of  col or  were fa lsely  accused of  a s sa ul t ing a  wo ma n.

C H E R N O B Y L

Detai ls  the greatest  nuclear  d isaste r  in  h i st ory ,  pret t y

accurately  descr ibed by  HBO and rema i n s  true  t o  it s  sourc e

mater ia l .

P A N D E M I C

About the coronavirus spreading acr oss t h e  wo r ld  at  the

moment.  I t ’s  a  new Netf l ix  documenta ry  s er i e s t ha t  de ta i l s  h o w

different  organizat ions try  to  stop majo r  pa n demi c s from

breaking out  and the chal lenges they  face .

V I C E  ( 2 0 1 8 )

The story  of  Dick Cheney,  an  unassumi ng bureauc rat ic

Washington insider ,  who quiet ly  wielded i mme n se powe r  a s

Vice President  to  George W.  Bush,  r es h apin g t h e co unt ry  a n d

the g lobe in  ways that  are  st i l l  fe lt  today .

T H E  M A U R I T A N I A N  ( 2 0 2 1 )

Mohamedou Ould  Slahi  f ights for  freedo m aft er  being de t a in ed

and impr isoned without  charge by  the  U .S .  Gov ernmen t  for

years.



I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  S E C U R I T Y  S T U D I E S

The podcast  ser ies ' Introduction  to  Sec ur i t y  S tudie s'  g i ve s  yo u

an inside look into the Bachelor 's  progra mme  i n  S ec ur i t y

Studies at  Leiden University  in  The Hagu e,  Th e N eth er l an ds.  

A R A B  S P R I N G :  A  H I S T O R Y

I f  you've ever  wondered just  what  ha s be en h a ppe n i n g in  the

Middle  East  for  the last  few years,  t h is  is  t h e po dca s t  for  y ou.  

D O S S I E R  A I V D  [ D U T C H  O N L Y ]

Stel  dat  je  mag rondsnuffelen b i j  de  AIVD.  S t i ek e m ki jk en  wa t

onze In l icht ingen-  en Vei l igheidsdiens t  a l l ema al  u i t s poo k t.  In

deze spannende NPO Radio  1-podcas t  nemen  we  j e  mee  a ch t er

de schermen.

S T R O N G M A N

 Strongman f igures--those who ru le  by  th re a t s ,  fo rce ,  a n d

violence--are  found at  a l l  levels  of  so cie ty:  f rom a n abusiv e

romantic  partner ,  to  corrupt  cops,  t erro r is t  lea ders ,  a n d

author itar ian governments.  A  ser ies o f  int i ma te  narrat iv e s

from across the g lobe,  about  power  a nd c ont ro l .  

I N V I S I B L E  W O M E N

A podcast  about  8  women who worke d in  es pio n age du r ing WW

2 from the American,  Br it ish,  French,  a nd Po l i sh  mi l i tary  u n i t s

to Belg ium,  Dutch and Pol ish  resistanc e  c el ls .   

PODCASTS


