
O U R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S  O N  W H A T  T O  W A T C H / R E A D

T H I S  S U M M E R  C O N N E C T E D  T O  Y O U R  N E W  S T U D Y

P R O G R A M M E  S E C U R I T Y  S T U D I E S !

This  l ist  is  created by  var ious teachers at  the Inst itute of

Secur ity  and Global  Affairs  at  the Faculty  of  Governance and

Global  Affairs  of  Leiden University  for  prospective st udents of

the Bachelor  Secur ity  Studies. .

TIPS!
B O O K / F I L M / S E R I E S / D O C U M E N T A R Y



C O U N T E R I N G  V I O L E N T  E X T R E M I S M  -   T A H I R  A B B A S

This  book presents an understanding of  th e con cept  of

Counter ing Vio lent  Extremism from a  cr it ical  terror ism studies

perspective using case studies from different  countr ies whi le

examining the issues it  ra ises.  

BOOKS
P E R S E P O L I S  -  M A R J A N E  S A T R A P I

An autobiographical  graphic  novel  about  l i fe  in  I ran  dur ing the

Is lamic Revolut ion.

I N T E R V E N T I O N S  -  K O F I  A N N A N

With e loquence and immediacy,  Annan wr ites about  the h ighs

and lows of  h is  years at  the United Nation s:  f rom shutt le-

dip lomacy dur ing cr ises such as Kosovo,  Lebanon and Israel-

Palest ine to  the wrenching batt les ov er  the I raq War  to  the

creat ion of  the landmark Responsibi l i ty  to  Protect  doctr in e.  He

is  remarkably  candid  about  t he organi zat ion's  fa i led efforts,

part icular ly  in  Rwanda,  Bosnia  and Darfur .  U lt imately ,  Annan

shows readers a  wor ld  where solut ions are  avai lable ,  i f  we have

the wi l l  and courage to  see them through.

E M E R G E N C Y  S E X  A N D  O T H E R  D E S P E R A T E

M E A S U R E S ,  T R U E  S T O R I E S  F R O M  W A R Z O N E S -

K E N N E T H  C A I N ,  H E I D I  P O S T L E W A I T ,  A N D  A N D R E W

T H O M S O N

Detai ls  the l ives of  t hree UN employees as they travel  f rom

confl ict  zone to  conf l ict  zone under  the guidan ce  of  the UN.

Going from Cambodia  a l l  the way to  the Rwandan genocide and

the War  in  Bosnia ,  the book depicts the shortcomings of  the UN

and the d iff icult ies ground crews often face.



H O M E  F I R E  -  K A M I L A  S H A M S I E

This  book centers around the t opic  of  radica l isa t ion a nd i s

based on the Greek t ragedy Ant igone but  unfold in g amon g

Br it ish Musl ims.  

T H E  M A P  O F  S A L T  A N D  S T A R S  -  J E N N I F E R  Z E Y N A B

J O U K H A D A R

This  book about  the Syr ian war  te l ls  the story  o f  two women

l iv ing centur ies apart .  The story  moves between contemporary

Syr ia  and its  past .  

T H E  P E O P L E  V S  T E C H  -  J A M I E  B A R T L E T T

A good read on how t he internet  is  k i l l ing  democracy (and how

we save it ) .  Descr ibes how our  pol it ical  system i s  threatened

by the d ig ita l  revolut ion.  

I N V I S I B L E  W O M E N  -  C A R O L I N E  C R I A D O  P E R E Z

Inv is ib le  Women reveals  how in  a  wor ld  bui lt  for  and by  men we

are systematical ly  ignor ing half  of  the populat ion,  often with

disastrous consequences.



DOCUMENTARIES

S A R A J E V O  R O S E S

Covers 24  years  of  conf l ict  in  Bosnia ,  focused on the capita l

c ity  of  Sarajevo dur ing the s iege and its  aftermat h through the

eyes of  5  surv ivors.

B E F O R E  T H E  F L O O D

A 2016  documentary  about  c l imate ch an ge  in  wh ich  d i fferen t

prominent  f igures and wor ld  leaders d is cu ss t he topic  of

cl imate change.

F O R  S A M A

For  Sama (2019 )  is  both an int imate an d epic  journey into the

female exper ience of  war .  A  love letter  from a  young mot her  to

her  daughter ,  the f i lm t el ls  the story  of  Waad a l -Kateab’s  l i fe

through f ive years of  the upr is ing in  Aleppo,  Syr ia  as  she fa l ls

in  love,  gets marr ied and g ives b i rt h  to  Sama,  a l l  whi le

cataclysmic conf l ict  r ises around her .  

U N  P A Y S  Q U I  S E  T I E N T  S A G E

I t  tackles a  lot  about  the g i lets  jaunes and the gov ernmental

response to  the movement,  including interest ing perspectives

on the legit imate use of  force by  the pol ice.  

V I R U N G A

A great  documentary  on Environmental  secur ity  in  the

Democrat ic  Republ ic  of  Congo and the intersection be tween

the c l imate,  the ongoing conf l ict ,  and b ig  busines s.



E N S L E R ,  E .  (2005 ,  J U L Y ) .  W H A T  S E C U R I T Y  M E A N S

T O  M E

Playwright  Eve Ensler  explores our  modern craving for  secur ity

--  and why it  makes us less secure.  L isten for  inspir ing,

heartbreaking stor ies of  women making change.

TED TALKS
S C H N E I E R ,  B .  (2010 ,  O C T O B E R ) .  T H E  S E C U R I T Y

M I R A G E

The feel ing of  secur ity  and the real ity  of  secur ity  do n't  a lways

match,  says computer-secur ity  expert  Bruce Schneier .  In  h is

talk ,  he expla ins why we spend bi l l ions addressing news  story

r isks,  l ike  the "secur ity  theater"  now playing at  your  local

a i rport ,  whi le  neglect ing more probable  r isks - -  and how we can

break this  pattern.

H I C K S ,  G .  (2016 ,  M A Y ) .  I  S U R V I V E D  A  T E R R O R I S T

A T T A C K .  H E R E ’ S  W H A T  I  L E A R N E D

Gi l l  H icks's  story  is  one of  compassion and hu manity ,  emerging

from the ashes of  chaos and hate.  A  s urvivor  of  the Lon don

terror ist  bombings on July  7 ,  2005 ,she shares her  sto ry  of  the

events of  that  day - -  and the profound lessons that  came as

she learned how to l ive  on.

YOUTUBE
S H A D O W  C O M P A N Y

This  channel  has documentar ies about  pr ivate mi l i tary

companies (with  academic input) .



L I O R E T ,  P .  (2009 ) .  W E L C O M E .

Fi lm showing the everyday impacts of  the refugee cr is is ,

through an emotional  f r iendship  between a  French swimming

teacher  and a  young I raqui-Kurd refugee .

FILMS
K U B R I C K ,  S .  (1964 ) .  D R .  S T R A N G E L O V E  O R :  H O W  I

S T O P P E D  W O R R Y I N G  A N D  L O V E D  T H E  B O M B .

A Cold  War  c lassic  b lack comedy about  the problems of  nuclear

weapons and mutual ly  assured destruct ion.

C A P T A I N  P H I L I P S

Detai ls  the k idnapping and h i jacking of  a  fre ighter  ship  in  the

gulf  of  Aden and how the US mi l i tary  intervened to  rescue h im.

L E S  M I SÉR A B L E S  (2019 )

I t  tackles pol ice brutal ity  and racism in  poor  region s in  France

I ,  D A N I E L  B L A K E  (2016 )

A f i lm that  tackles a  d ifferent  s ide of  secur ity ,  namely

indiv idual  secur ity  and vulnerabi l i ty  and the governance of

poverty



SERIES
W H E N  T H E Y  S E E  U S

Based on the real  1989  Central  Park  jogger  case where f ive

men of  color  were fa lsely  accused of  assault ing a  woman.

C H E R N O B Y L

Detai ls  the greatest  nuclear  d isaster  in  h istory ,  pretty

accurately  descr ibed by  HBO and remains true to  its  source

mater ia l .

P A N D E M I C

About the coronavirus spreading across th e wor ld  at  the

moment.  I t ’s  a  new Netf l ix  documentary  ser ies that  detai ls  how

different  organizat ions try  to  stop ma jor  pandemics from

breaking out  and the chal lenges they face.



I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  S E C U R I T Y  S T U D I E S

The podcast  ser ies ' Introduction to  Secur ity  Studies'  g ives you

an inside look into the Bachelor 's  programme in  Secur ity

Studies at  Leiden University  in  The Hagu e,  The Nether lands.  

PODCASTS

A R A B  S P R I N G :  A  H I S T O R Y

I f  you've ever  wondered just  what  has been happening in  the

Middle  East  for  the last  few years,  th is  is  the podcast  for  you.  

D O S S I E R  A I V D  [ D U T C H  O N L Y ]

Stel  dat  je  mag rondsnuffelen b i j  de  AIVD.  St iekem ki jken wat

onze In l icht ingen-  en Vei l igheidsdienst  a l lemaal  u itspookt.  In

deze spannende NPO Radio  1 -podcast  nemen we je  mee achter

de schermen.

S T R O N G M A N

 Strongman f igures--those who ru le  by  threats,  force,  and

violence--are  found at  a l l  levels  of  society:  f rom an abusive

romantic  partner ,  to  corrupt  cops,  terror ist  leaders,  and

author itar ian governments.  A  ser ies of  int imate narrat ives

from across the g lobe,  about  power  a nd control .  

I N V I S I B L E  W O M E N

A podcast  about  8  women who worked in  espionage  dur ing WW

2  f rom the American,  Br it ish,  French,  and Po l ish  mi l i tary  units

to Belg ium,  Dutch and Pol ish  resistance cel l s .   


