
 
 
 
Introduction: 
A student of International Studies will tell you all about what your first year at the bachelor’s programme 
International Studies looks like. 
 
 
Lecture + tutorial:  
 
Title: Out of the Frying Pan and Into the Fire: Will the Economic Fallout from Covid Create a New Crisis 
for Global Democracy? 
 
Abstract: Global Democracy was already in recession before the pandemic hit.  According to the EIU, 
global democracy has been in retreat every year since 2015, with Latin America and Eastern Europe 
suffering the most. 
The World Economic Forum now trumpets a full recovery for the global economy in 2021.  Stock 
markets are soaring and the world’s billionaires are on average 40% richer than they were a year ago.  
But as the UN reports, economic damage from lockdowns and global supply interruptions is poised to 
strike poor countries the hardest.  With less cash to provide fiscal stimuli, the world’s poorer regions, 
including Latin America, South Asia, and Africa face the 2020s as a “lost decade” of economic setbacks, 
including long-term poverty, education gaps, and scuppered developmental goals.     
Even in the “developed world,” Covid hit democracy hard. Many believe that authoritarian regimes are 
better equipped to handle a crisis situation. Given the severity of the pandemic, and the fact that it has 
widened gaps both within countries (between rich and poor people) and between the developed and 
developing worlds (between rich and poor nations), is the stage set for a new crisis of global democracy?     
 
Lecturer: Dr Jeff Fynn Paul (j.fynn-paul@hum.leidenuniv.nl)is an expert in Economic and Social 
History of Europe.  He teaches courses in International Economics, Urban Economics, and the recent 
economic history of Europe and North America.  His areas of expertise include urban institutions, state 
formation, public debt, class, and slavery in relation to economic growth.” 
 
Q&A: 
 
During the Q&A, you can ask the teacher and a student all questions you might have. 
 
 
Preparations: 
 
Please read the following articles as preparation for the lecture: 
 
Reading No. 1:  The Global Economic Fallout from Covid:   
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/world-economic-situation-and-prospects-
february-2021-briefing-no-146/ 
 
Reading No. 2:  The Pandemic’s Challenge to Global Democracy: 
https://www.brookings.edu/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/FP_20200817_democracy_covid_belin_demaio.pdf 
 
Think about the following questions before the lecture. You do not have to have a clear-cut answer 
beforehand, since you will discuss these questions during the tutorial, but come prepared. 
 

1. According to your first reading, what were the main economic problems associated with the 
Covid epidemic?  Name three, and explain how they worked.  

2. According to your first reading, which areas of the world looked to recover most quickly from 
the pandemic?  Which had the poorest prospects?  Why?  Can you find common threads?   
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3. According to your second reading, what are some of the major problems faced by global 
democracies in the aftermath of the pandemic? 

4. Did you have a sense of any political or national bias in your second reading?  Are the authors 
right wing, left wing, or centrist? What evidence do you have? 

5. Putting your two articles together, do you have a sense of what challenges might be faced by 
global democracy based on the economic fallout from the pandemic? Specifically, do you have 
a sense that your second reading missed some problems?   

a. What problems did they miss with regard to democracy in the developed world? 
b. What problems did they miss with regard to democracy in the developing world? 


