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Hoorcollege:  
 
Titel: Wetenschap in het Post-Truth Tijdperk 
 
Docent: Dr. R.W. Runhardt 
Dr. Rosa Runhardt is docent aan het Instituut voor Wijsbegeerte aan de Universiteit Leiden. Ze is 
gespecialiseerd in wetenschapsfilosofie en causaliteit, en geeft hier ook colleges in aan de bachelor en 
master. Voorheen werkte ze aan de London School of Economics, waar ze in 2015 gepromoveerd is. 
 
Korte omschrijving: 
Wetenschap speelt een belangrijke rol in ons moderne leven. Maar er wordt ook veel getwijfeld aan wat 
wetenschap wel en niet kan en mag vertellen over de wereld om ons heen. In het zogenaamde ‘post-truth 
tijdperk’, waarin invloedrijke politici zoals President Trump lang vastgestelde feiten in twijfel trekken op 
basis van onderbuikgevoelens, is het belangrijk ons af te vragen of objectiviteit nog mogelijk is. Zijn 
emotie en persoonlijke overtuiging de enige échte beoordelaar van wat wel en niet waar is, zelfs als het 
gaat om wetenschap? Dit college gebruikt wetenschapsfilosofie en epistemologie om commentaar te 
geven op wetenschap ‘post-waarheid’. 
 
Werkcollege: 
 
Titel: De Staat 
 
Docent: Dr.T. Fossen 
Dr. Thomas Fossen is universitair docent politieke filosofie. Hij bestudeert thema’s als politieke 
representatie, macht, en democratie, en werkt aan een boek over de legitimiteit van de overheid. 
 
Korte omschrijving: 
Wat is een staat? Waartoe dient de staat? Wat betekent het voor mensen om aan een staat onderworpen 
te zijn? In dit werkcollege bestuderen we de eigenzinnige en nog steeds invloedrijke visie  op deze vragen 
van Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679). 
 
Voorbereiding: 
We lezen (zie volgende pagina’s van dit bestand) de inleiding en hoofdstuk XVII van Hobbes’ klassieke 
werk Leviathan. Kijk ook goed naar het plaatje dat Hobbes koos voor het voorblad—hoe worden de staat 
en de burger hier afgebeeld? 
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THE 
INTRODUC TIO N. 

NATURE (the Art whereby God hath made and govemes the World) is (1] 
by the Art of man, as in many other things, so in this a.lso imitated, that 
it can make an Artificial Animal. For seeing life is but a motion of 
Limbs, the begining whereof is in some principal! pa.n within; why 
may we not say, that all Automala (Engines that move themselves by 
springs and wheeles as doth a watch) have an artificiall life? For what 
is the Heart, but a Spring-, and the Nerves, but so many Strings; and the 
Joynts, but so many Wheeks, givin.g motion to the whole Body, such as 
was intended by the Artificer? A rt goes yet funher, imitating that 
RationaU and most excellent worke of Nature, Man. For by Art is 
created that great LEVIATHAN called a COMMON-WP.Al.TH, or 
STATE, (in latine C1 VITAS) which is but an Artificiall Man; though of 
greater stature and strength than the Natural!, for whose protection 
and dcfeo.ce it was intended; and in which, the Sl!Vmtig>1ty is an 
Artificiall Soul, as giving life and motion to the whole body; The 
Magistrates, and other Officm of Judicature and Execution, anificiall 
Joynts; Rewa·rd and Punishment (by which fasmed to the seate of the 
Soveraignty, every joynt and member is mo,·ed to performe his duty) 
are the Nerves, that do the same in the Body Naturall; The Wealth and 
Riches of all the particular members, are the Strength; Salus Populi (the 
peuples safely) it5 Businesse; Counsellors, by whom all things needfull for 
it to know, a.re suggested unto it, are the Memory; Equity and Lawes, an 
artificiall Reason and Will; Concord, Health; Seditio11, Siclmesse; and 
Civil/ war, Death. Lastly, tile Pam and Cl!Vroants, by which the parts of 
this Body Politique were ac firsc made, sec together, and united, 
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77ie b1troduction 

resemble that Fiat, or the Let us make man, pronounced by God in the 
Creation. 

[•] T o describe the Narure of this Artificiall man, I will consider 

First, the Matter thereof, and theAnijicer; both whic.h is Afan. 
Secondly, How, a.nd by what Cwet1ants it is made; what are the 

Right1 and jusr Pof1Jtr or Authority of a S111Jtraigne, and what it 
is that preserveth and dissoh>dh it. 

Thirdly, what is a Christian Common-wealth. 
Lastly, what is the !Gngdome of Dar/mas. 

Concerning the first, there is a saying much usurped of late, 1"hat 
Wisedome is acquired, not by reading of Booles, but of Mm. Conse-
quently whereunto, those persons, that for the most pan can give no 
other proof of being wise, take great delight to shew what they think 
they have read in men, by uncharitable censures of one another 
behind their backs. But there is another saying not of late understood, 
by which they might learn truly to read one another, if they would take 
the pains; and that is, Nosu teipsum, Read th_y self which was not 
meant. as it is now used, to countenance, either the barbarous state of 
men in power, towards their inferiors; or to encourage men of low 
degree, to a sawcie behaviour towards their betters; But to tea.ch us, 
that for the similitude of the and Passions of one man, to the 
thoughts, and Passio.ns of another, whosoever looketh into himself, 
and considereth what he doth, when he does think, opine, reason, hope, 
foare, &c, and upon 'ilohat grounds; be shall thereby read and know, 
what are the thoughts, and Passions of all other men, upon the like 
occasions. I say the similitude of Passions, which are the same in all 
men, desire, foare, hope, &c; not the similitude of the objects of the 
Passions, which are the things desired, feared, hoped, &c: for these the 
constitution individuall, and particular education do so vary, and they 
are so easie to be kept from our knowledge, that the characters of 
mans bean, blotted and confounded as they are, with dissembling, 
lying, counterfeiting, and erroneous doctrines, are legible onely to 
him that searcheth beans. And though by mens actions wee do dis-
cover their designe sometimes; yet to do it without comparing them 
with our own, and distinguishing all circumstances, by which the case 
may come to be altered, is to decypher without a key, and be for the 
most pan deceived, by too much trust, or by too much diffidence; as 
he that reads, is himself a good or evil man. 
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171e l11troductio11 

But let one man read another by bis actions never so perfectly, it 
sen·es him onely with acquaintance, which are but few. He that is 
to b'Ovem a whole Nation, must read in himself, not this, or !hat 
particular man; but Man-kind: which though it be hard to do, harder 
dtan to learn any Language, or Science; yet, when I shall have set 
down my own reading orderly, and perspicuously, dte pains left 
anodter, will be onely to consider, if he also find not the same 
in himself. For this kind of Doctrine, adn1iaeth no other 
Demonstration. 

II 

Copyrighted material 



PART 2 

OF 
COMMON-
WEAL TH. 

CHAP. XVII. 
Of the Causes, Generation, and Definition 

of a COMMO N -WEAL TH. 

The final! End, or Designe of men, (who na1t1rally love 
Libeny, and Dominion oYer others,) in the introduction of that 
restraint upon themselves, (in which wee see them live in Common-
wealths,) is the foresight of their own preservation, and of a more 
contented life thereb)'; that is to say, of getting themselves out from 
that miserable condition of Warre, which is necessarily consequent 
(as hath been shewn) to the nalUraU P:issions of men, when there is no 
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visible Power to keep them in awe, and tye them by feare of punish- Chap. (J 
ment to the performance of their Covenants, and observation of those 
Lawes of Na1t1re set down in the fourteenth and fifteenth Chapters. 

For the Lawes of Nature (as Justice, E'quily, Motks1y,Mercy, and (in Whitis;, no. 
summe) doing 10 others, os wee would be done to,) of themselves, without to bt had 

from th• the terrour of some Power, to cause them to be observt.-d, arc contrary '"'"' of 
to our naturall Passions, that carry us to Partiality, Pride, Revenge, NmJtr<: 

and the like. And Covenants, "'ithout the Sword, are but \\lords, and 
of no strength to secure a man at all. Therefore the 
Lawes of Nature, (which every one hath then kept, when he has the 
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Of Common-wealth 

will to keep then1, when he can do it safely,) if there be no Power 
erected, or not great enough for our security; every man will, and may 
lawfully rely on his own strength and art, for caution against all other 
men. And in all places, where men have lived by small F amllies, to 
robbe and spoyle one another, has been a Trade, and so farre from 
being reputed against the Law of Nature, that the greater spoyles they 
gained, the greater was their honour; and men observed no other 
Lawes therein, but the Lawes of Honour; that is, to abstain from 
cruelty, leaving to men their lives, and instruments of husbandry. And 
as small Familyes did then; so now do Cid.es and Kingdomes which 
are but gTeater Families (for their own security) enlarge their 
Domin.ions, upon all pretences of danger, and fear of Invasion, or 
assistance that may be given to [nvaders, endeavour as much as they 
can, to subdue, or weaken their neighbours, by open force, and secret 
arts, for want of other Caution, justly; and are remembred for it in 
after ages with honour. 

Nor is it the joyning together of a finaU number of men, that gives 
them this security; because in small numbers, small additions on the 
one side or the other, make the advantage of strength so gTeat, as is 
suflicient to cart)' the Victory; and therefore gives encouragement to 
an Invasion. The Multitude sufficient to in for ou.r Security, is 
not determined by any certain number, but by comparison with the 
Enemy we feare; and is then sufficient, when the odds of the Enemy is 
not of so ,.;sible and conspicuous moment, to determine the event of 
wa.rre, as to move him to attempt. 

And be there never so great a Multitude; yet if their actio.ns be 
directed according to their particular judgements, and particular 
appetites, they can expect thereby no defence, nor protection, neither 
against a Common enemy, nor against the injuries of one another. For 
being distracted in opinions q>nceming the best use and application 
of their strength, they do not help, but hinder one another; and 
reduce their strength by mutuall opposition to nothing: whereby they 
are easily, not onely subdued by a very few that agree together; but 
also when there is no common enemy, they make warr.e upon each 
other, for their particular interests. Fo.r if we could suppose a great 
Multitude of men to consent in the observation of Justice, and other 
Lawes of Nature, without a common Power to keep them all in awe; 
we might as well suppose all Man-kind to do the same; and then there 
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17u Causes, Generation and Deji11i1ion 

neither would be, nor need to be any Civill Government, or Com-
mon-wealth at all; because there would be Peace without subjection. 

Chap. r; 

or is it enough for the security, which men desire should last all ANI tMi 
die time of !heir life, that they be governed, and di.rected by one -W.IUl/11. 
judgement, for a limited time; as in one BancU, or one \\larrc. For 
though they obtain a Victory by their unanimous endeavour against a 
forraign enemy; yet aften>11rds, when either they have no common 
enemy, or he that by one pan is held for an enemy, is by another pan 
held for a friend, they must needs by the difference of their interests 
dissol\-C, and fall again into a \Varre amongst themsel•-es. 

II is b'Ue, that ccruin lhing crearu.res, as Bees, and Ants, live Jt;\] arui• 
sociably one with another, (which are therefore by Aris101fe numbred ""''"'° .. amongst Political! crcarures;) and yet have no other direction, than ..-.. • .,. 
their particular judgements and appetites; nor speech, whereby one of spmi, "'1 
them can signific to another, what he thinks expedient for the co.m- ';'""lttlm• 
moo benefit: and therefore some man may perhaps desire to know, S::::,, 
why Man-kind cannot do the same. To which I answer, IPitholll •n;• 

First, that men arc continually in competition for Honour and aJircirx 
Dignity, which these cre:uures arc not; and consequently amongst p.__ 
men there ariscth on that ground, Envy and Hatred, and finally 
\Varre; but amongst 1hese not so. 

Secondly, that amongst these creatures, the Common good dif-
fereth not from the Private; and being by nature cndined to their 
private, they procure thereby the common benefit But man, whose 
Joy oonsisteth in comparing himsclfe with other men, can relish 
nothing but what. is e1ninen1. 

Thirdly, that these creatures, ba\ing not (as man) the use of reason, 
do not sec, nor think they sec any fault, in the administration of their 
common businessc: whereas amongst men, there are \'el)' many, that [871 
thinke themseh-es wiser, and abler to govern the Publique, better than 
the rest; and these strive to reforme and inn0\11te, one this way, 
another that way; and thereby bring it Into Distraction and Civill 

Founhly, that these crearures, though they haYe some use of voice, 
in malting L.'TI0\>11C to one another their desires, and other affections; 
yet they want that an of" ords, by which some men can represent to 
others, that which is Good, in the likenesse of Evill; and £,ill, in the 
lil:encsse of Good; and augment, or diminish the apparent greabtcssc 
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Of Common-wealtlt 

of Good and [,10; discontenting men, and troubling their Peace at 
thcir ple.asure. 

Fiftly, irrationall creatures cannot distinguish between.e brjury, and 
Dammage; and therefore as long as they be at ease, they are not 
offended with their fellowes: whereas Man is then most troublesome, 
when he is most at ease: for then it is that he loves to shew his 
\Visdome, and controule the Actions of them that governe the Com-
mon-wealth. 

Lastly, the agreem.ent of th.ese creatures is Naturall; that of men, is 
by Covenant only, which is Artificiall: and therefore it is no wonder if 
there be somwhat else required (besides Covenant) to make their 
Agreement constant and lasting; which is a Common Power, to keep 
them in awe, and to direct their actions to the Common Benefit. 

TM The only way to e.rect such a Conunon Power, as may be able to 7 01;,,,, •I defend them from the invasion offorraigners, and the injuries of one 
';,.,;;;."""'- another, and thereby to secure them in such sort, as that by their owne 

industrie, and by the fruites of the Earth, they may nourish themselves 
and live contentedly; is, to conferre all their power and strength upon 
one Man, or upon one Assembly of men, that may reduce all their 
Wills, by plurality of voices, unto one Will: which is as much as to say, 
to appoint one Man, or Assembly of men, to beare their Person; and 
every one to owne, and acknowledge hirnselfe to be Autho.r of what-
soever be that so beareth their Person. shall Act, or cause to be Acted, 
in those things which concem.e the Common Peace and Safetie; and 
therein to submit their Wills, every one to his Will, and their Judge-
ments, to bis Judgment. This is more than Consent, or Concord; it is 
a reall Unitie of them all, in one and the sam.e Person, made by 
Covenant of every man with every man, in such manner, as if every 
man should say to every man, I Authorise and give up m:1 Right of 
Guverning my selfe, to thi.i Man, or to this ASJembly of men, on 1hi.i 
condition, that thou give up thy Right to him, and Authorise all hi! Aaiom 
in Ii/re manner. This done, the Multitude so united in one Person, is 
called a COMMON-WEALTH,in latine C1v1TAS. This is the Gener-
ation of that great LE v 1 ATHAN, or rather (to speake more reverently) 
of that Mortal/ God, to which wee owe under the Immortal God, our 
peace and defence. For by this Authoritie, given him by every particu-
lar man in the Common-Wealth, be bath the use of so much Power 

1881 and Strength conferred on him, that by terror thereof, he is inabled to 
• con"' forme the wills of them all, to Peace at home, and mutuall ayd 

1 This is • cioccl (see p. xxx) rerlacing 'per'. 
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771e Rig/its of Soveraigries by Institution Chap. 18 

against their enemies abroad. And in him consisteth the Essence of The 
lhc Commonwealth; which (to define it,) is OM Pmon, of whose Aas a °t!;on 
gmzt /Jy mutual/ Oromants Oltf with anoih", harx matk them- :....U.. ,,,. •. 
selva rotry 011t thtAutlror, to the md he may ust tht strength and moms of 
them as lrt shall 1lri11i for ihtir PbJ« and Omrmon Defma. 

And he that carrycth lhis Person, is called and said 
to ha\'C Sm;in-oipre Powr; and C\'Cry one besides, his SUBJECT. 

The anaining 10 lhis So,-craignc Power, is by two waycs. by 
aturall force; as when a man makcth his children. to submit them-

seh-cs, and their children to his go,·cmment, as being able to destroy 
them if they refuse; or by \Va.rrc subdueth his enemies to his will, 
ghing them their lil'CS on tliat condition. The other, is when men 
agTec amongst themseh'Cs, to submit to some 1"1.an, or Assembly of 
men, ..-oluntarily, on confidence to be protected by hi.m against all 
others. This later, may be called a Pol.iticall Common-wealth, or 
Common-wealth by Institution; and the fomter, a Common-wealth by 
Acquisitiun. And first, I shall speak of a Common-wealth by 
Institution. 

CHAP. XVII I . 
Of the RI G HTS of Soveraignes by 

!1istitution. 
A Common-wealth is said to be b1stitu1ed, when a Multitude of men The""#{ 

fttS1it11ti1t1' 
UmmMJ-
_,}J/r, .,,,, 

do Agree, and CO!ltna111, every onf, wirh twry ont, that to whatsoe\'CI' 
A1an, or As.smrhly of Mm, shall be gh-en by the major part, the Rithl to 
Pmmr the Person of them all, (that is to say, to be their Rq,resmta-
rh¥;) C\'Cf)' one, as well he lhat Vored for it, as be lhat Voted against u, n., 
shall Aulhori.u all the Actions and Judgements, of that Man, or 
Assembly of men, in the same manner, as if they were his own, to the •-* 

I IUtitlil;.. end, to li\'C peaceably amongst themseh·es, and be protected against .,, ,, .,.,,, 
other men. Soij«ts 

From this lnstirurion of a Com.moo-wealth are dem-cd all the ""'*' 
RiQits, and Fllt1llfJtS of him, or them, on whom the Soveraigne Power t:: :/' 
is conferred by the consent of the People assembled. ""'"",_.,_ 

First, because they Coven:int, it is to be understood, they are not 
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