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Lecture:  
 
Title: English pronunciation proficiency as a communicative choice. 
 
Lecturer: Dr. Dick Smakman teaches and researches Sociolinguistics and Second Language Acquisition 
(SLA). His specific interest is pronunciation/phonetics, and usually this specific interest is combined 
with SLA and Sociolinguistics. 
 
Abstract: 
English pronunciation is often seen as something that cannot be taught. At secondary schools, teachers 
are often not comfortable teaching it, and pronunciation is not usually part of any official curriculum. 
It is also difficult to test, because norms are unclear. Because of these reasons, this aspect of pupils’ 
English proficiency is usually taught intuitively; students are corrected on the spot if they produce a 
sound that is very much influenced by their mother tongue. The problem with this approach is that 
students are instilled with the idea that sounding Dutch is a bad thing and that one should really sound 
like an educated native speaker of English. This is part of an ideology that places Anglowestern speakers 
and their communicative habits at the top of the food chain. In this lecture, I will provide a different 
view of English pronunciation norms. I will explain the various ways to view English pronunciation in a 
postmodern and globalising world, and how the native-speaker norm can be used towards a more 
modern and democratic approach. 
 
Tutorial 1: 
 
Title: Find your English accent 
 
Lecturer:  Dr. Dick Smakman 
 
Abstract: 
In this mini-tutorial, each student will be instructed on how they can find the English pronunciation 
that is most functional for them. Through exercises and listening to each other’s pronunciation habits, 
students will discover their own strengths and weaknesses and learn to think critically about English 
pronunciation. Part of the tutorial is traditional pronunciation drilling as is common at Dutch 
universities including Leiden. 
 
Preparation:  
Please read through the text that continues after this page (10 pages). You can skip all the exercises. We 
will do some of these exercises during the tutorial. 
 
Tutorial 2: 
You will spend the other tutorial with Albion, the student association of English language and culture. 
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