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Introduction 
 
A student of Linguistics will tell you about your first year at this programme. 
 
 
Lecture + seminar 
 
Title 
Morfologie 
 
Short description 
Iedere taal heeft manieren om de woordenschat uit te breiden door het maken van nieuwe woorden. 
Morfologie is de studie van woordstructuur: hoe worden woorden gevormd? Welke elementen 
spelen daarbij een rol? Hoe kan het toevoegen van een voor- of achtervoegsel de betekenis van een 
woord veranderen? Maar ook: wat is eigenlijk een ‘woord’? Bevat een woordenboek alle mogelijke 
woorden? Waarom hebben talen morfologie? Over deze vragen en meer gaat het college, de leesstof, 
en de opgaven voor de werkgroep. 
 
Lecturer: Prof.dr. Marian Klamer (m.a.f.klamer@hum.leidenuniv.nl) 
Marian Klamer is Director PhD programs and Professor of Austronesian and Papuan Linguistics at 
the Centre for Linguistics. She works on the description and comparison of smaller, under-described 
Austronesian and Papuan languages in Indonesia, and she studies the history and culture of the 
populations who speak the languages. 
 
 
Q&A 
 
Do you have any questions regarding the programme? The student will answer them all at the Q&A. 
 
 
Preparation  
 
See the assignment below. 
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Leiden University ‘Proefstuderen 2024’ 

 

Linguistics: Morphology  

 

Read: Chapter 1 of Lieber, R,. 2022. Introducing Morphology (p. 2-7) (pdf) 

 

1. Do the words in the following pairs belong to the same lexeme or to different 

lexemes? 

rotate rotation 

revolution revolutions 
bind unbind 
go  went 
prewash rewash 

 

2. Count the word tokens, word forms and lexemes in the following sentence: 

 

I’ve just replaced my printer with a new one that prints much faster.  

 

word tokens      word forms      lexemes    

 

3. What kind of problems does I’ve in the sentence above raise for the definition of 

‘word’? 

 

4. Tz’utujil (MAYAN; Guatemala) 

 

Consider the following following Tz’utujil verbs (Dayley 1985: 87). (Note that in 

Tz’utujil spelling x is pronounced as [sj], and 7 is pronounced as a stop sound [ʔ]). 

 

xinwari ‘ik sliep’ 

neeli  ‘hij of zij vertrekt’  

ne7eeli  ‘zij vertrekken’  

nixwari ‘jullie slapen’  

xateeli  ‘jij vertrok’ 

natwari ‘jij slaapt’ 

xoqeeli  ‘wij vertrokken’ 

ninwari ‘ik slaap’  

xixwari ‘jullie sliepen’  

xe7eeli  ‘zij vertrokken’ 

xwari  ‘hij of zij sliep’ 

 

a. Give a morpheme analysis for the verbs; that is, identify the morphemes and 

their function or meaning. 

b. How would you say ‘we sleep’? 

 

5. Make a list of at least ten words that come to mind that end in the suffix –less. Look 

these words up in an online dictionary, e.g. the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) 

online.  

a. How many of your words are in the dictionary?  

b. Is there any pattern you can discern with respect to words that are listed in the 

dictionary, as opposed to words that are not?  

c. What is the word class of the base word? What is the word class of the word with –less? 

How would you describe the change in meaning caused by the suffixation of –less?  
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