MASTERCLASS

Wendy Ayres-Bennett (Cambridge), Analysing text-type and genre: current trends and
future directions

In this masterclass I will start by presenting some of the ways historical sociolinguists have used the
categories of text type and genre to analyse corpus data, and to track the spread of linguistic change
and how it embeds across different genres. Such analysis relates to major current preoccupations in
historical sociolinguistics, including whether change comes ‘from above’ or ‘from below’, and which
historical textual sources should be considered most ‘authentic’ or ‘representative’ of vernacular
or more spoken usages.

The analysis of text type and genre in historical linguistic corpora is not, however, without its
difficulties. In the second part of the session we will work together on some of the issues and consider
the extent to which it might be possible to come to greater agreement on the nature, number and
granularity of the categories employed in analysing corpus data.
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