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WORKSHOP 2 

Mo Gordon (Leiden), From manuscripts to data: Building sustainable and portable corpora 

for historical sociolinguists 

 

Building and using a corpus for historical sociolinguistic research comes with unique challenges, 

ranging from locating and digitising suitable sources to ensuring consistent annotation and long-term 

accessibility and searchability. This workshop offers a hands-on introduction to corpus methods 

tailored specifically for historical sociolinguists. Participants will gain insight into the key stages of 

corpus creation, including text selection, transcription, metadata design, annotation, and data 

management. We will discuss practical issues such as handling non-standard spelling, balancing 

representativeness with feasibility, and ensuring the sustainability and portability of corpora for future 

research. The session also involves the introduction of freely available tools and platforms such as text 

encoding standards, (automated) transcription tools, POS-taggers, LLMs and concordance tools that 

can facilitate the compilation, annotation, and analysis of historical data. By combining methodological 

reflection with concrete examples, the workshop aims to break down the technical side of corpus 

work and equip participants with the confidence to start or enhance their own corpus projects. No 

prior technical expertise is required: the workshop is aimed at historical sociolinguists who wish to 

make their first steps into digital corpus building and analysis. 

 


