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Programme 54th Colloquium on African Languages and Linguistics 

Monday, 25-8-2025 Herta Mohr Building 
Registration: 08:00 – 8:45 and 10:30-11:00         P= in person / O = online  

 room  002 chair: Nancy Kula 
helper: Jeroen van Ravenhorst 

 

9:00-
9:30 

Mark Van de Velde The evolution of genitival constructions in the Niger-Congo languages P 

9:30-
10:00 

Benjamin Suchard Against Cushitic P 

10:00
-10:30 

Maarten Mous Diachrony of gender in Cushitic P 

 
10:30 --- COFFEE BREAK ---   
 

 room 002 chair: Benjamin Suchard 
helper: Jeroen van 
Ravenhorst 

 room 020 chair: Corrine Foko Mokam  
helper: Annelies van Heemst 

 

11:00-
11:30 

Jane Ingle The realis marker nɔ and its 
wider functions in 
Ngiemekohke (Bamunka) 

P Dorothy 
Pokua 
Agyepong 

A lexico-grammatical analysis of 
CRUSH verbs in Asante Twi 

P 

11:30-
12:00 

Djibrila 
Tetereou 

The meaning of noun classes 
in Fulfulde juguureere 

P Mouwèrè 
Bognana 

Temps et Aspect en Buamu, langue Gur 
parlée au Burkina Faso 

P 

12:00-
12:30 

Amazigh Bedar 
& Michael 
Karani 

Exhaustivity and 
Homogeneity between 
Distributive Items and 
Reduplicated Numerals in 
Maasai 

O Khouloud 
Benasser 

Color Metaphors in Moroccan Arabic: A 

Cognitive Linguistic Approach 

O 

12:30-
13:00 

Bert Remijsen Intransitive verbs in Shilluk P Bert van 
Pinxteren  

The relevance of language policy in 
Africa.  

P 

 
13:00-14:00 --- LUNCH BREAK --- book display room 004 
 

 room 002 chair: Nina van der Vlugt 
helper: Giosuè Balocco 

 room 020 chair:  Djibrila Tetereou 
helper: Charlotte Wennekes 

 

14:00
-14:30 

Jeroen van 
Ravenhorst; 
Hamza Kwaja, 
Bert Botma 

Notes on the phonology of 
/dʼ/ in Omotic and East 
Cushitic 

P Oluwafemi 
Bamigade 

Yoruba Orature and Digital Linguistics 
in Second Language Pedagogy 

O 

14:30-
15:00 

Ian Tupper The interaction of metatony 
with vowel lengthening in 
Batanga (Bantu A32) 

P Dawit Tilahun Voices of Identity: An Anthropological 
Linguistic Study of Naming, Blessing, 
and Cursing in Highland East Cushitic 
Languages 

Or 

15:00-
15:30 

Elisabeth Kerr 'Optional' vowel harmony 
and the phonological word. 

P Tina Bougag L'accommodation linguistique des 
locuteurs de l'arabe égyptien en 
interaction avec des locuteurs de 
l'arabe tunisien à Paris 

P 

 
15:30 --- TEA BREAK --- book display room 223 
 

 room 002 chair: Felix Ameka 
helper: Giosuè Balocco 

 Room 020 chair: Maarten/Jenneke 
helper: Charlotte Wennekes 

 

16:00
-16:30 

Corrine Minette 
Foko Mokam 

Aspects of French-Gbe 
constructions 

P Victory 
Ogono 

The morphological problems 
encountered by Uvwie language 
speakers 

P 

16:30-
17:00 

Tatiana Korol Preliminary conclusions 
about noun phrases in Ngen 
(Mande) 

P    

17:00-
17:30 

Caleb & Joshua 
Ruese Godwin-
Ivworin  

Relative Clause in Urhobo O    



 

Tuesday, 26-8-2025, Herta Mohr building 
 room 002 chair: Dominique Loviscach 

helper: Djibrila Tetereou 
 

9:00-9:30 Václav Blažek In the name of Afrasiatic "name". P 

9:30-10:00 Tamara Prischnegg The feminine in Somali grammar  P 

10:00-10:30 Nina van der Vlugt A diachronic typology of diminutives in Shona varieties P 

 
10:30 --- COFFEE BREAK --- book display room 223 
 

 room 002 chair: Hilde Gunnink 
helper: Dominique Loviscach 

 

11:00-11:30 Tong Wu Clefts, Canonical Wh-Questions, and Sluicing in Makhuwa: Source Mismatches in 
Bantu Ellipsis 

P 

11:30-12:00 Fabio Bonfim 
Duarte 

On the syntactic distribution of focused constituents in Nyanja P 

12:00-12:30 Melle Groen Nouny complement clauses in Iraqw and Gorwaa P 

12:30-13:00 Lahcen Alami Construct state nouns in Tashelhit Berber, case marking or prosodic conditioning? P 

 
13:00-14:00 --- LUNCH BREAK --- book display room 004 
 
14:00-14:30 Visit Africa Study Centre library (same building same floor) 
 

 room 002 chair: Yiya Chen 
helper: Nina van der Vlugt 

 

14:30-15:00 Godfred Agyapong Leveraging Pitch Analysis for Tone Annotation O 

15:00-15:30 Priscilla Lam & Yiya 
Chen 

Intonation in Ewe yes-no questions P 

 
15:30 --- TEA BREAK --- book display room 004 
 

 room 002 chair: Priscilla Lam 
helper: Jenneke van der Wal 

 

16:00-16:30 David Roberts Contour Tones on Single Moras in Gur P 

16:30-17:00 Lorenzo Blanchietti On the emergence of tonal depression in Southern Bantu P 

17:00-17:30  Final discussion  

 
19:00 Dinner at Pakhuis, Doelensteeg 8 

  



Wednesday 27-8-2025, Herta Mohr building 
 room 002 chair: Tina Bougag 

helper: Djibrila Tetereou 
 

9:00-
9:30 

Hamine Wane Challenges and innovations in Seereer language orthography: The case of Noon 
community 

P 

9:30-
10:00 

Julian Jarosh Digitizing Tamahaq (Tuareg) dictionaries – growing a project on free and open 
platforms 

P 

10:00-
10:30 

Evgeniya 
Gutova 

Child-directed speech lexicon in northern Morocco: Arabic and Berber speakers O 

 
10:30 --- COFFEE BREAK --- book display room 004 
 

 room 002 chair: Maarten Kossmann 
helper: Giosuè Balocco 

 

11:00-
11:30 

Amazigh Bedar Deux paradigmes, deux types de possession : évidence morphosyntaxique de 
l’aliénabilité en kabyle 

O 

11:30-
12:00 

Federico Falletti Nominative case marking in Sengwer: replacive grammatical tone patterns across the 
inflectional paradigm. 

P 

12:00-
12:30 

Salka Benoît 
Nouanti 

Les paradigmes pronominaux en notre P 

12:30-
13:00 

George Akanlig-
Pare 

A morphophonology of compounds in Ghanaian Sign P 

 
13:00-14:00 --- LUNCH BREAK --- book display room 004 
 

 room 002 chair: Jenneke van der Wal 
helper: Annelies van Heemst 

 

14:00-
14:30 

Martha Booker 
Johnson 

Imbrication in Kihehe (Bantu, Tanzania) P 

14:30-
15:00 

Jeroen van 
Ravenhorst & 
Thom van 
Hugte 

Non-pulmonic consonants in Hamar P 

15:00-
15:30 

Amaka Yvonne 
Okafor 

Lexical Variations between the East Niger and East Central Groups of Igbo Dialects: A 
Contrastive Analysis 

P 

15:30-
16:00 

Felix K. Ameka, 
Dorothee 
Beermann, 
James 
Essegbey & 
Lars Hellan 

The Anatomy of a Kwa Verb: The Case of 'THROW' verbs in Ewe and Twi—Verb 
Valence Frames, Constructions, and Collocations 

P 

 
 
After CALL drinks at Maarten Mous, Sterrenwachtlaan 25, 2311 GW Leiden 
  



Share your favourite fun facts about African languages! 

Do you know any interesting riddles or proverbs in the languages you work on or speak? Words with a surprising 

etymology, or an unusually specific meaning? Are there any words from an African language that ended up being 

borrowed in European languages like English, French or Dutch? For Stemmen van Afrika (‘Voices of Africa’), we are 

looking for fascinating linguistic facts that could be of interest to the non-academic but curious public. Any idea 

would be very welcome! 

Stemmen van Afrika is a website maintained by a group of Africanists who aim to promote African languages and 

linguistics among the wider, Dutch-speaking public. We are working on a new way of sharing knowledge on African 

languages, through a so-called “scheurkalender”: a tear-off calendar. This is a typically Dutch phenomenon 

consisting of a calendar with a separate page for each day, which is torn off after reading. We want to fill each page 

with interesting facts about African languages and in order to come up with ideas, we need your help. 

Share your ideas, data, suggestions, or references either via the QR code, or on a post-it in the hall during coffee 

breaks.  

Need some inspiration? Browse through the mini-calendar provided in the hall.  

Thank you for sharing your ideas with us! 

Stemmen van Afrika editors (Maarten Mous, Margot van den Berg, Jenneke van der Wal, Bert van Pinxteren, Saskia 

van Putten, Nina van der Vlugt, Hilde Gunnink) 

 


