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10:00- 11:00 KEYNOTE

LIPSIUS 0.03 | anguage Awareness for a Changing World

Agneta Svalberg (Leicester University)

We are living in an age of rapid change, including increasingly
multilingual and multicultural classrooms and developments in online
technology. The language environment, e.g. the languages learners
already know or are exposed to and the ones they might need or
want to learn, has changed. At the same time, translation is only a
click away, and languages can more easily than ever be learnt 'in the
wild' (i.e. outside the classroom). In this talk | will discuss some of the
implications for language teaching. | will suggest that the Language
Apprenticeship (Hawkins 1999, 2005) approach, and the Language
Awareness it generates, is a way forward. Terms will be explained,

and practical examples discussed.



11:30-12:00 RespARCH PRESENTATION

LIPSIUS 0.03 Getting ready for reform: Core principles for designing
language awareness activities for the multilingual language
classroom

Niklas Abel (Hogeschool van Amsterdam, Universiteit van Amsterdam, Rijksuniversiteit
Groningen )

Catherine van Beuningen (Hogeschool van Amsterdam, Universiteit van Amsterdam),
Eline van Batenburg (Hogeschool van Amsterdam),
Daniela Polisenska (Hogeschool van Amsterdam).

The Netherlands are currently developing plans for curricular reforms in
secondary education aimed at increasing the focus on language
awareness in language teaching, while also addressing the growing
multilingualism in today's classrooms (SLO, 2024a, 2024b). However,
implementing these ambitious goals remains a challenge, as concrete in-
class activities and materials that foster language awareness and take into
account students’ linguistically and culturally diverse backgrounds are
scarce (Giinther-van der Meijj et al., 2020). To help bridge this gap, the
present study aims to formulate design principles (DPs; van den Akker,
1999) for language awareness activities in multilingual classrooms that are
both theory-driven and informed by practice. Over the course of a year, a
professional learning community—comprising six secondary school
teachers and four teacher trainers—conducted four design sessions to
develop, test and evaluate a set of multilingual activities aimed at
enhancing students’ language awareness. Teacher journals and student
feedback informed the iterative development and refinement of the
underlying DPs, resulting in a framework that can serve as a starting point
for developing language awareness activities for linguistically diverse
contexts. We will present the iterative (re)formulation process of the DPs
as well as some of the resulting classroom activities, and discuss the results
in relation to the planned educational reforms and potential application

for higher education.



12:00 - 12:30 RESEARCH PRESENTATION

LIPSIUS 0.03 Optimizing Dutch foreign language learners’ phonological
awareness with metalinguistic discussions

Sophie Brand (Radboud Teachers Academy, Nijmegen)

Foreign language (FL) listening is often challenging for language learners.
This trend is related to the way listening comprehension is taught. In the
classroom, FL teachers tend to focus on higher-level understanding and
not so much on phonetic features. Little attention is given to what French
sounds like to FL learners or to the factors that can impede
comprehension. Previous studies (e.g., Bradlow et al., 1997; Felker et al.,
2021) suggest that explicit instruction, drawing attention to language-
specific phonetic/phonological properties, can improve learners’ listening

comprehension and can also benefit their pronunciation.

In many of these prior studies, however, FL learners were exposed to
decontextualized minimal pairs and received correct/incorrect feedback.
Since FL learners were rather passive, they did not acquire a basic
understanding of the target language’s phonological structure and
therefore they did not develop their phonological awareness nor integrate

this knowledge with communicative language skills.

In order to enhance FL learners' phonological awareness in the French
language classroom, | present a metalinguistic discussion elicited by
dictation, in which learners are invited to observe and compare
phonological aspects in a conscious and reflective way. The effectiveness
of this pedagogical approach on spelling and writing has already been
proven (Nadeau et al., 2016; Quevillon Lacasse, 2023), but its potential for
supporting phonological awareness and oral comprehension remains to
be explored. In this presentation, theoretical and didactic foundations of
the proposed approach are shared. Its implementation in teacher training
programs may complement teachers’ FL listening comprehension

understanding and teaching practices.



13:30-14:00 Goop PRACTICE/ RESEARCH PRESENTATION

LIPSIUS 1.47

(Teaching) English as a multilingua franca: Fostering
language awareness in the English classroom

Mili Gabrovsek Sanders (Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences/University of
Amsterdam)

Catherine van Beuningen (Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences/University of
Amsterdam)

Sible Andringa (University of Amsterdam)

In present-day society, English functions as a multilingua franca (EMF), a
global language learned and used by multilingual speakers to
communicate across language borders. However, regardless of their
importance to attaining communicative success, the global role and the
multilingual nature of English are not yet sufficiently reflected in present-
day English language teaching in the Netherlands. To address this issue, a
conceptual model of EMF use in classroom contexts which includes
language awareness pedagogy, has been compiled. Together with this
theoretical model, survey data on teacher beliefs and practices as well as
the results of a comprehensive evaluation of the most frequently used
English textbooks served as sources for developing a teaching toolkit that
aims to provide English teachers in Dutch secondary schools with the tools
for supporting their learners to communicate successfully in English in
complex multilingual settings. Examples of toolkit activities, which have
been co-created with a team of English teachers, will be presented as
good practices. The selected activities pertain to the cognitive, affective,
and social domains of language awareness (see Garrett & James, 1993)
and, as such, align with the language awareness learning goal formulated
as part of the current reform in secondary education. Although this
presentation focuses on secondary education, its relevance extends

beyond this context, to other educational levels.



13:30-15:00 WORKSHOP

LIPSIUS 2.27 Implementing Language Awareness in the
Second Language Classroom: Strategies for
Practical Integration

Trenton Hagar (Utrecht University)
Jacob de Ruiter (Utrecht University)

Dorus Berkers (Utrecht University)

This workshop explores the integration of Language Awareness (LA) into
second language (L2) instruction within the Dutch educational context,
with a focus on both secondary and higher education settings. In light of
the recent Dutch curriculum reform (SLO, 2024) and a growing emphasis
on LA across educational levels, educators and program designers face
the challenge of embedding LA meaningfully into their teaching while
managing existing workloads. This session provides a theoretical
foundation, examines key implementation challenges, and offers practical
activities that support the natural integration of LA into diverse learning
environments - including language and culture programmes in higher
education. Participants will engage in interactive tasks and develop
strategies to enhance student engagement and metalinguistic
competence. The session will conclude with collaborative planning,
equipping attendees with actionable insights to adapt materials and

lesson plans for their specific teaching contexts.



14:00 - 14:30 RespARcCH PRESENTATION

LIPSIUS 1.47 Feasibility of the new curriculum in secondary education:
how do Modern Foreign Language teachers view the
integration of language awareness with communication

skills?

Sophie Brand (Radboud Teachers Academy, Nijmegen)
Stefanie Steinhauer-Ramachers (Hoes veur 't Limburgs)

On behalf of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science, the
curriculum standards for Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) in Dutch
secondary schools are renewed. In line with the European Reference
Framework and Companion Volume, an integrated approach to language
teaching is being pursued. MFL teachers should pay more attention to
language awareness (LA), and integrate LA with communicative skills,
among others to facilitate MFL learners’ transition of secondary to higher
education. However, how do in-service teachers relate to LA and how do
they view its integration with communication skills? This study examines
the extent to which MFL teachers can identify with the curriculum revision,
specifically the addition of LA and attention for structural properties of the

MFL. In doing so, it explores the feasibility of integrating two domains.

Data were collected among 110 MFL teachers in the Netherlands via a
questionnaire, framed within practicality theory (Janssen et al., 2013)
based on the following pillars: instrumentality, congruence and cost.
Results show that 40% of the MFL teachers do not have a clear picture of
integrating LA, especially regarding the attention for morphological and
phonological structures with language skills (instrumentality) within the
time and resources available (cost). Nonetheless, they do see its added

value for the MFL curriculum (congruence).

This study shows that most MFL teachers are open to LA, but that there is
a need for materials and didactic support. More attention should be
allocated to teaching the integration of LA with communicative skills in

MFL professionalization and teacher training programs.



14:30 - 15:00 RESEARCH PRESENTATION

LIPSIUS 1.47

The effectiveness of a cross-linguistic lesson series on
motivation and language awareness in grammar instruction:
an intervention study

GijS Leenders (Universiteit Utrecht/Hogeschool Rotterdam)
Rick de Graaf (Universiteit Utrecht)
Marjo van Koppen (Universiteit Utrecht)

Traditional grammar instruction in the Netherlands does not adequately
develop deep syntactical understanding and metalinguistic skills.
Therefore, an innovative lesson series was developed in a previous study
(CLAP - Cross-Linguistic Awareness Program) that employs a cross-
linguistic, context-rich, and process-oriented approach to grammar
teaching. This study assesses the effectiveness of CLAP in promoting
language awareness and motivation for grammar education in Dutch,

English, and German among pre-university students (aged 15-16).

The study involved 200 students and four experienced teachers,
employing a switching replications design where classes alternated
between CLAP and a traditional reading lesson series. Data were collected
at three measurement points using a modified version of the Situational
Motivation Scale (SIMS) and previously developed language awareness
tests. The results indicate that CLAP significantly contributes to a deeper
understanding of the relationship between form, function, and meaning

and increases the motivation for grammar in Dutch, English, and German.

These findings advocate for a cross-linguistic, context-rich and process-
oriented approach to grammar instruction, not only in secondary
education but also in higher education. Given the emphasis on academic
writing and multilingual proficiency in university programs, a similar
approach could enhance students’ metalinguistic awareness and
syntactical flexibility in academic discourse. Furthermore, the process-
oriented nature of CLAP aligns well with higher education’s focus on
critical thinking and self-regulated learning, making it a promising model

for language instruction at the tertiary level as well.



15:30 - 16:00
LIPSIUS 0.03

RESEARCH PRESENTATION

Getting a load of linguistic reasoning: How L1 student
teachers process rules of thumb and linguistic
manipulations in discussions about grammar

Jlmmy van Rijt (Utrecht University)
Arina Banga (Fontys University of Applied Sciences, Tilburg)
Martijn Goudbeek (Tilburg University)

The importance of linguistic knowledge in language curricula is
increasingly recognized in both L2 and L1 education. As part of this trend,
students in L1 grammar education are progressively encouraged to reason
about language like linguists, using linguistic manipulations (LM) (e.g.,
passivization) rather than rules of thumb (RoT) (e.g., "Who or what + verb
+ subject = direct object") when analyzing syntactic structures. While
using RoT can lead to grammatical misconceptions and does not predict
linguistic reasoning quality, using LM is indicative of more in-depth
linguistic understanding and more advanced linguistic reasoning.
However, LM may impose a higher cognitive load on student teachers

than RoT, making them more challenging to use.

This study investigates whether LM are indeed more cognitively
demanding for Dutch student teachers (N = 298) than RoT, using
grammatical discussion tasks in which participants evaluated grammatical
arguments under time pressure: some based on RoT and some on LM. For
each argument, participants had to indicate—as quickly as possible—
whether it supported one of two positions in the grammatical discussion,

or whether the argument was irrelevant to the discussion at hand.

Multilevel analyses show that LM-based arguments are indeed more
cognitively demanding than RoT-based arguments, as indicated by higher
response times, lower argument assessment scores, and higher perceived
difficulty. However, the cognitive load associated with LM is influenced by
student teachers’ engagement with grammar teaching and their need for
cognition. The study thus shows that engaging in LM is more demanding
for student teachers than engaging in RoT, likely hindering their ability to

teach students how to reason linguistically.



16:00 - 16:30 Goob PRACTICE PRESENTATION

LIPSIUS 2.27

Language Awareness in Practice: lessons from TnK-
programs and EU-project "Your Language Counts!"

Karijn Helsloot (Stichting Taal naar Keuze )
Mara KerU (Stichting Taal naar Keuze )

Stichting TaalnaarKeuze (TnK) invites language teachers, trainers, and scholars to
explore innovative ways to integrate Language Awareness into Moderne
Vreemde Talen and heritage classrooms. Drawing on TnK'’s examination
programs in Arabic, Chinese, German, ltalian, Russian, Spanish, and Turkish, the
session introduces two core modules aligned with the new curriculum’s learning
goals. The first module, Nieuws van de Week, empowers students to act as
journalists by selecting, translating, and presenting news items from Dutch NOS
into their target languages. The second, Mijn Museum, engages students in
exploring websites and creating digital exhibitions by connecting Dutch
museums with counterparts in target-language-speaking countries. Both
modules prioritize Language Awareness, building on the approaches of
Taaltrotters, SJOES, and Alle Talen, developed by Helsloot and her teams over
the past 25 years.

Additionally, TnK collaborates with research and educational partners across
Finland, Germany, Greece, Sweden, and the Netherlands to develop a Heritage
Language Education framework for lower secondary students (ages 12-16).
Through the Your Language Counts! (YLC!) initiative, TnK has piloted programs
in Arabic, Farsi, Somali, Turkish, and Ukrainian in Dutch secondary schools.
Grounded in the University of Uppsala’s model, YLC! activities focus on language

knowledge, identity, and interculturality.

These programs feature student-driven activities, such as linguistic comparisons,
interviews, and media narrative assessments, designed to enhance both
language skills and language awareness. The activities incorporate elements of
lexicology, phonology, syntax, and pragmatics, while also promoting cultural
awareness and communicative skills as they not only validate students’

multilingual identities but actively invite them in the learning process.

During the workshop, participants will learn to adapt these practices and design
activities that centralize Language Awareness in multilingual classrooms. The
outcomes will contribute to the Roadmap implementing multilingual and
heritage language teaching in secondary education, with adaptable applications

in other school subjects, higher education, and beyond.



