2ND HUMANITIES AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS GRADUATE CONFERENCE
Date: 11 June 2025, 9.00-17.50
Location: Leiden University Campus The Hague, Schouwburgstraat 2 2511 VA The Hague

Co-sponsored by: LUCIR, LIAS, and Leiden Institute for History

PROGRAMME
09.00-09.15 | Opening Remarks and Institutional Welcome (Auditorium: A0.06)
Santino Regilme, Institute for History, Leiden University

Sarah Wollff, Institute for History, Leiden University

09.15-10.30 | Opening Session (Auditorium: A0.06)

Tom de Groot, Centre for Professional Learning, Leiden University
Isabel Duyvesteyn, Institute for History, Leiden University

Carina van de Wetering, Institute for Political Science, Leiden University
Kevin Pham, Department of Political Science, University of Amsterdam
Timon Domela Nieuwenhuis Nyegaard, ADC Consulting

Moderator: Santino Regilme, Leiden University

10.30-10.45 | Coffee & Tea Break

10.45-12.15 | Concurrent Panel Session 1 (Room A2.01)
= Panel 1: Gendered Orders, Counter-Narratives, and the Politics of Representation

Munisa Djumanova, Johns Hopkins University SAIS Europe: “The Women’s Revolution in Central

Asia (1920s-1930s): Soviet Emancipation or Cultural Imperialism?”

Pawel Sowinski, Institute of Political Studies, Polish Academy of Science: “Jozien (Jozina) van het

Reve and counterhegemonic imaginary of Cold War.”



Hope Philpott, European Politics and Society, Leiden University: “Servants of Which People?

Women, Gender and Celebrity Populism in Europe.”

Qudratullah Hewad, Mustagbal University: “Reframing Saudi Diplomacy: Gender and Social

Transformations.”

Riccardo Vecellio Segate, University of Groningen: “The invisible disposability of ‘military-age’
male noncombatants meets the legally sanctioned women-and-children rhetoric: defining an epistemic

obligation for feminist scholars in law to advocate for all noncombatants to be protected equally.”

Beheshta Amin, Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University Delhi: “Narratives of Exclusion: Afghan Girls’

experiences of educational marginalization under Taliban Rule.”

Chair: Bonnie Tilland, Leiden University

= Panel 2: Borders, Belonging, and the Politics of Inclusion (Room A2.02)

Maria Costanza Bertelli, International Relations, Leiden University: “The securitization dilemma in

international migration.”

Sumaya Elkashif, Johns Hopkins University SAIS Europe: “Afro-Diasporic Integration in the EU:

France and the Netherlands.”

Velislava Vasileva, International Relations, Leiden University: “Healthcare at the Margins:
Examining Access to Healthcare by migrant domestic workers in Cyprus since the Adoption of the

General Healthcare System in 2020.”

Emily Boon, Leiden University: “Japan’s “Historical Tolerance” as a Discursive Strategy Against

LGBTQ+ friendly legislation.”

Fangwei Fu, University of Nottingham Ningbo China: “China’s Institutional Turn for Peace in

Africa.”

Chair: Steven Denney, Leiden University

= Panel 3: The Politics of Norms: Legitimacy, Resistance, and Multilateralism

(Room A2.03)

Ambar Colonel Albornoz, International Relations, Leiden University: “The responsibility to protect

as a limit to international political decisions.”



Leandra Engelfried, International Relations, Leiden University: “The effectiveness of the

responsibility to protect in 2025- practical assessment of the impact of a norm.”

Matteo Bertolini, International Relations, Leiden University: “Grassroots legitimacy in
Peacekeeping: Evaluating local perceptions of UN and Regional Operations in Eastern Democratic

Republic of the Congo.”

Alessandro Macculi, Roma Tre University: “Framing Rebel Governance: Epistemic Injustice and the

Politics of Recognition.”
Christian Neubacher, University of Cambridge: “Latin America in a Transatlantic Context.”

Toon van Parys, International Relations, Leiden University: “The Bandar Proposal: Crown Prince

Fahd’s Quest for Peace.”

Husna Jalal, Women for Change International: “The Fall of Kabul: A comprehensive analysis of

causal processes leading to the seizure of power by the Taliban in 2021.”

Chair: Andrew Gawthorpe, Leiden University

12.15-13.30 | Lunch Break

13.30-15.00 | Concurrent Panel Session 2
= Panel 4: Memory, Identity, and Affect (Room A2.01)

Helena Crusats Padros, Alumna Leiden University: “The role of anti-Nazi memories in

contemporary conflict legitimation: the cases of Israel and Russia.”

Lena Bozic, International Relations, Leiden University: “Feeling International Relations:

investigating emotional and affective experiences in the Yi-Jun Peace Museum.”

Judith Dijkzeul, Asian Studies, Leiden University: “Contextualising ‘Comfort Women’: A Critical

Analysis of Knowledge Production and Transfer Across Disciplines.”

Theocharis Tzimas, Leiden University: “Language as a bastion for national identity: the case of

Mapudungun and the parallels with Catalan and Scots.”

Xinhua Li, Cornell University: “Secondhand Nostalgia: The Imagination of South Vietnam in

Contemporary Chinese Internet.”



Nymke van Poortvliet, International Relations, Leiden University: “Framing the Russia-Ukraine

Conlflict: Chinese Media Discourse on the Possibilities for Peace Negotiations.”

Kshitij Naikade, Symbiosis Law School, Pune, India: “Memory Warfare: Emerging Neocolonial Tool

to Sabotage Cultural Heritage Restitution?”

Chair: Hitomi Koyama, Leiden University

= Panel 5: Hegemony, Resistance, and Postcolonial Imaginaries (Room A2.02)

Lydia Shin Wei Liaw, International Relations, Leiden University: “Truculent Nationalism or

Colonial Hubris? A Critical analysis on relations among Palestine, Israel, PRC, and ROC.”

Anoushka Tripathi, Leiden University: “Strategic Defiance and the Crisis of Hegemony in the New
World Order.”

Jan Niklas Huhn, Leiden Alumnus, University of Siegen: “Rethinking Global Justice: From
Bandung to BRICS.”

Kamila Smagulova, Institute for History, Leiden University: “Nevada-Semey anti-nuclear

movement: placing the Soviet Union into the framework of global colonialism.”

Ian Sayeedi, Johns Hopkins University SAIS Europe: “Neocolonialism in the Age of Norms: R2P

and the Subversion of Sovereignty.”

Marie Claessen, International Relations, Leiden University: “The Puzzle of Religion and
International Relations: Why Religion Struggles to Fit Into the Picture of Traditional International

Relations.”

Chair: Maria Gabriela Palacio Ludena, Leiden University

15.00-15.20 | Coffee & Tea Break

15.20-16.50 | Concurrent Panel Session 3 Eelco van der Maat, Carina van de Wetering)

= Panel 6: China and the Making of Global Order: Ideology, Development, and
Diplomacy (Room A2.01)

Jiaxuan Huang, Institute for History, Leiden University: “A Window to the UN or a Mirror of
Utopia? The Interactions Between China and the WFUNA in the 1950s.”



Cecilia Louise von Ilsemann, Institute for History, Leiden University: “Southeast Asia’s Foreign
Policy Behavior in the Chinese-American Rivalry: Understanding Singapore’s and Vietnam’s Foreign

Policy Behavior with Analytic Eclecticism.”

Danilo Lorenzo De Los Santos, University of Pécs: “The Belt and Road Initiative and Transition

Inequity: The Case of the Kaliwa Dam in the Philippines.”

Dayu Chen, Leiden University: “Framing the EU in the Chinese narrative during the COVID-19

pandemic.”

Loyford Mutuma, Johns Hopkins University SAIS Europe: “Reordering International Development:
China, the Global South, and the Future of International Aid.”

Chair: Jue Wang, Leiden University

= Panel 7: Innovation, Technology, and the Future of Global Politics (Room A2.02)

Alyssa Guerrouche, International Relations, Leiden University: “Saudi, Welcome to Arabia:

Analysing Saudi Arabia’s New Age of Nation Branding.”

Isroni Muhammad Miraj Mirza, University of Groningen: “Artificial Intelligence Regionalism and

Its Impact on Human Rights Under Contemporary International Relations.”

Chao Song, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, China: “Digital Power Dynamics—
Elon Musk’s Department of Government Efficiency and Its Implications for U.S.-China Technological

Relations.”
Noman Naeem, Matanat University: “Digital Diplomacy: the influence of Al Jazeera.”

Anton Meier, International Relations, Leiden University: “To Adapt or Die: Military Innovation and

Adoption-Capacity.”

Chair: Eelco van der Maat, Leiden University

= Panel 8: Memories, Institutions, and Political Imaginaries of IR (Room A2.03)

Konstantina D. Oikonomou, University of the Peloponnese: “Sovereignty as a Mnemonic Regime:

International Institutions, Legal Memory, and the Marginalization of Subaltern Justice.”

Danielle C. Obisie-Orlu, Cornell University: “The Forget Me Nots: Conceptualizing “Memory

Capital” as a Product of the Institutions within Liberal International Order.”



Anthia Agravani, Panteion University: “Institutional Amnesia and the Gendered Erasure of Justice:

Feminist Interventions in the Politics of Memory.”

George Alexopoulus, Panteion University: “The Climate Crisis and the Legal Erasure of Ecological

Imperialism: Toward a Reparative Memory in Environmental Governance.”

Chair: Carina van de Wetering, Leiden University

16.55-17.45 | Closing Plenary Panel: Thinking about Agency in times of Global Uncertainty
(Auditorium: A0.06)

»  Flore Janssen, Department of Languages, Literature and Communication, University of
Utrecht
* Gerard van der Ree, University College Utrecht

Moderator: Hitomi Koyama, Leiden University

17:45-17:50 Closing Remarks (Auditorium: A0.06)

Santino Regilme, Institute for History, Leiden University



