
appointed at Leiden 
University or, if so 

stated, elsewhere in 
The Netherland, as:

Professor (‘hoogleraar’), by 
virtue of this appointment

not in such a relationship with the 
candidate that no judgment 

should be required

up until 5 years after honorable 
discharge (exceptionally extended)

including by special appointment, at the Open University, or 
with ius promovendi at a foreign higher education institution

rotating chairs or guest professors 
only exceptionally

NB: in addition a second 
supervisor must be appointed

second promotor

copromotor
not first or second degree (blood) relative or partner of the promotor, or in 
such a relationship with the candidate that no judgment should be required

Dutch or foreign expert
holding a doctoral degree and in The 

Netherlands entitled to use the ‘doctor’ title, 
but not professor (‘hoogleraar’)

actively working on (a part of) the 
subject described in the dissertation

in case of a PhD in the field of the Arts also a pre-eminent expert not holding a doctoral degree

Senior Lecturer (‘UHD’ –
universitair hoofddocent), by 
virtue of special assignment

NB: in addition a professor (‘hoogleraar’) 
needs to be appointed second promotor

not in such a relationship 
with the candidate that no 

judgment should be required

granted ius promovendi by the 
doctorate board before

individually granted ius promovendi by 
the doctorate board before or at the start 

of the concerned PhD track

upon substantiated nomination by the dean of the 
concerned faculty, normally having established, upon 

consultation of a professor (‘hoogleraar’) in the 
concerned field, that the UHD has:

gained experience (as copromotor or otherwise) guiding at least 
three doctoral students to their PhD at a Dutch university or in 
similar support tracks at foreign universities (a PhD guidance 

course can also count towards this experience)

and either independently acquired the 
resources from which the prospective 

doctoral candidate is financed

or personally recruited either a previous 
or the prospective self-funded or 

external doctoral candidate

 

 

Ius promovendi 

 

The doctoral regulations of Leiden University specify who can be appointed as promotor. For information purposes, the following scheme lists the alternative possibilities (OR) 

vertically, and cumulative requirements (AND) horizontally. No rights can be derived from this overview. Eligible academic staff, if willing and able, and not first or second 

degree (blood) relative or partner of the PhD candidate, can be appointed as (co-)promotores by the Dean on behalf of the Doctorate Board according to the rules and 

procedures in the PhD regulations. 
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https://www.organisatiegids.universiteitleiden.nl/en/regulations/general/phd-regulations

