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Introduction 
 
A student of Linguistics will tell you about your first year at this programme. 
 
 
Lecture + seminar 
 
Title 
Understanding language production through slips of the tongue and experiments   
 
Short description 
Speaking or signing is a remarkable human skill. We can produce more than 100 words per minute, 
and we’re very good at it too: Speaking is effortless and accurate—or at least, most of the time. So 
how do we achieve this? In this lecture, we will look at language production through the lens of 
psycholinguistics. We will see how we can uncover the processes that support the planning of words. 
We do this both by running experiments but also by studying… speech errors. We can learn a great 
deal about speaking just by looking closely at what happens when language production does go 
wrong: Everyday speech errors and slips of the tongue. 
 
Lecturer: Dr. Stan van der Burght (c.l.van.der.burght@hum.leidenuniv.nl )  
Stan van der Burght is assistant professor in psycholinguistics and neurolinguistics. His research 
focusses on language production and comprehension: What are the processing steps that must occur 
before we can produce a word, and what happens in our brain when we comprehend words? He 
uses experiments to figure these things out, often measuring brain activity to help to understand the 
neural processes. He is particularly interested in intonation: How does the melody of speech affect 
how we interpret something? 
 
Q&A 
 
Do you have any questions regarding the programme? The student will answer them all at the Q&A. 
 
 
Preparation  
 
In preparation, please read sections 1 (Introduction) and 2 (Meaning to Form) from the online book 
Speaking by Vitória Piai (https://bookdown.org/v_piai_research/speaking/ ). 
 
In addition, keep an eye (or ear) out for speech errors and slips of the tongue that you come across. 
They can be ones that you make or someone in your environment makes. Note them down and bring 
your collection of speech errors to the class. You can bring slips of the tongue from any language(s) 
that you use. 
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