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1. Introduction

Every spring more than a hundred students from all over Europe descend on the premises of
the Peace Palace in The Hague. Sometimes a little uncomfortable in their neat suits and high
heels, staring nervously ahead or admiringly looking up at the impressive building, laden with
books or armed only with a laptop. On a Wednesday afternoon, the motley crowd,
sometimes still carrying suitcases or only a small backpack, walks in groups or alone,
gesticulating busily or mumbling to themselves, toward the Refectory. The opening of the
annual Telders International Law Moot Court Competition is about to begin.

The students have been preparing for months for what will happen over the next three days.
The international law case in which they have immersed themselves was published on the
Telders Moot Court website in October of the previous year. They have gone through
countless hours of research, worked through nights, gruelling practice sessions and perhaps
a national preliminary round. They have learned to solve a legal problem by extracting the
relevant facts from the case and applying the correct legal rules to it. Their written
submissions are already with the judges of the semifinals, their oral arguments take no
longer than the rules specify. The fictional states they will represent in the imaginary
international dispute have become their home states. The Telders Moot Court Competition
can begin.



Respectfully, these students hope to follow in the footsteps of Professor Ben Telders, who
was allowed to represent the Netherlands several times before the Permanent Court of
International Justice in the Peace Palace. However, that honour and the special experience
of arguing in front of real judges of the International Court of Justice (ICJ) in the Great Hall of
Justice is reserved only for the finalists. As the winning team of the 2019 Telders Moot Court
Competition put it, ‘The Final Round was something we had been imagining in our heads for
months prior, and to take part in that scenario will forever be a crucial point in both our
careers and our cherished memories.’ (1).

There is indeed one thing that all participants, including the more than forty experts who
contributed entirely selflessly as judges in the semifinals to the success of the Telders Moot
Court, take home with them that is the same for everyone. It is the professional experience of
the close-to-reality setting and the heightened awareness of the ever-increasing importance
of the rule of law in our world. Even more relevant are the sense of international (especially
European) belonging, the cultural and social integration, the cross-border friendships often
forged for life, and the enthusiasm for working together for law and justice.

How did it start, how did it get this far, who are behind this Leiden and international success
story? It is impossible to do justice to everyone who has contributed to the Telders Moot
Court phenomenon over the past forty-three years - the list of names would far exceed the
scope of this article. In order to paint a varied but distinctive picture, we have therefore
chosen to illuminate the competition from various angles, partly by means of a number of
personal recollections, anecdotes, and quotations.

2. The Telders Moot Court through the decades

The first Telders Moot Court was organised in 1977 as an anniversary activity on the
occasion of the celebration of the thirtieth anniversary of the Professor Telders International
Law Student Debating Society (Volkenrechtelijk Dispuut) of Leiden University. An extensive
contribution on this society is included elsewhere in this volume.

2.1 The Telders Debating Society as an initiator

From the beginning, the Telders Debating Society was closely involved in the Telders Moot
Court Competition.

It was made clear to all prospective members at the hosting evenings for the society: once a
year, for four days your life revolves around the moot court competition, there is no escape.
At the same time, everyone knew that experiencing the competition also meant a great
experience: there was a great sense of belonging and responsibility, it forged friendships, not
only within the society, but also with an international dimension and across generations. You
found yourself in the same room with luminaries whose names until then you only knew from
your textbooks...What more could you want as a student of Public International Law?

Without the involvement and enthusiasm of the Telders Debating Society, the organisation
and the steady growth of the competition would have been impossible. The Helping Hands
who spread sandwiches for days and, under the direction of the Internal Logistics Committee
(with a nod to the ILC = International Law Commission), supplied hundreds of people with
coffee, the students who operated video cameras for hours to capture all the pleading
sessions, the judge assistants, the time keepers, the hosts for each foreign team, the court
room assistants, the photographers and, of course, the three members of the Telders
Organising Office (TOO) - all came from the ranks of the Telders Debating Society.



Over time, the prominent role played for many years by the society in the realisation of the
competition fell into the background, the contribution by and cooperation with the society
members gradually diminished. After housing the organisation at the Grotius Centre, the
activities were moved to the Hague branch of the Centre in 2003 (see below). Nowadays the
canteen facilities of the various Leiden Campus The Hague locations make preparing your
own coffee and sandwiches unnecessary, and if desired, a pleading session can be
recorded, with image and sound, on one's cell phone. Perhaps the fact that the competition
takes place in The Hague makes it less attractive for students from Leiden to volunteer to
help, whereas students from The Hague University of Applied Sciences have been happily
fulfilling the various organisational roles as interns in recent years.

2.2 From 'traveling circus' to the Great Hall of Justice

Carried only by students, however enthusiastic and dedicated, the Telders Moot Court
Competition, initially intended as a one-time event, would have had no future. That within a
few decades the Telders International Law Moot Court Competition has grown into one of the
most prestigious of its kind worldwide, and that it is the only Moot Court in the world to call
the Peace Palace its home, is due to two extraordinary personalities.

e The ‘Leading Lady’, Mrs. Boom

Mrs Martine (Tineke) van Leeuwen Boomkamp - Oppenhuis de Jong or, as she was called
by everyone, Mrs Boom (pronounced in English) stood at the cradle of the Telders Moot
Court Competition. Generations of students and professors of international law will
remember the phenomenon of ‘Mrs Boom’ - a name that was not only internationally
pronounceable but one that she herself prided herself on.

From her arrival at the university in 1967, Mrs. Boom was closely involved with students and
particularly with the Telders Debating Society. In organising its sixth lustrum and thus the
very first Telders Moot Court in 1977, she played a prominent role. Until her retirement in
1991, she remained the indispensable, driving force that made the moot court what it is to
this day.

From the beginning, she put an extraordinary amount of time and energy into the Telders
Moot Court Competition. Her extensive network was fully utilised to find judges and jurors.
Her home was always open to students, and the number of hours she spent with the
pleaders, armed with a video camera, is countless. These legendary video training sessions
were feared and loved - the personal attention Mrs. Boom paid to members of the pleading
team was unparalleled. If you had never seen yourself on screen before, these sessions
could also be quite confrontational. But under Mrs. Boom's expert guidance, many a person
learned to permanently unlearn twirling a lock of hair, looking to the sky when being asked a
guestion or when thinking about it, wiggling their legs, or overly supporting their arguments
with vehement hand gestures.

Daughter Martine van Leeuwen Boomkamp remembers those years vividly:

'My sister and | looked forward to Thursdays every week, then we ate pancakes in the
evening. That was the university's fault. On Thursday afternoons my mother had staff
meetings at work and was therefore home late, pancakes were then easy and quick to
make.'. Often on those evenings the house on the Willem de Zwijgerlaan in Oegstgeest
flooded with students, especially in the run-up to the Telders competition. The TOO, the
pleaders, the ILC - the pancakes couldn't be finished!

Martine explains, ‘Because of the competition, my mother often had appointments at the
Peace Palace. | was at school in Wassenaar, so it was easy for my mother to pick me up on
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the way home. But | knew it in advance - on those days she was always late, the meetings at
the Peace Palace always ran late...".

Under Mrs. Boom's leadership, the competition was institutionalised. Upon her retirement
from the university in 1991, she was awarded the Meijers Medal from the Board of the Law
Faculty. In the same year, after the finals of the Telders Moot Court in the Great Hall of
Justice, Professor Kooijmans spoke these words, ‘We are about to lose the mother of all
moot courts. Telders was her favourite child. Like all good mothers, she was the slave of her
child. She gave it all her time and energy for more than fourteen years. The secret of her
success was that she knew how to involve others and how to make them enthusiastic. She
did it with conviction and with royal class. In short, she is the Queen of the Telders
International Law Moot Court Competition.’ (2).

The other founder of the Telders Moot Court, Judge Manfred Lachs said of Mrs. Boom on the
same occasion, ‘She is the pillar of the moot court, | am only her helper.’ (3).

These words attest to the modesty of his great personality. After all, it was Judge Lachs to
whom it was due that the Telders Competition eventually found its home in the Peace
Palace.

e The Judge, Manfred Lachs

A Polish lawyer, diplomat and professor, Judge Manfred Lachs was a judge at the ICJ in The
Hague from 1967 to 1993 and President of the same Court from 1973 to 1976. When
Professor Van Panhuys (Professor of Public International Law at Leiden University) became
seriously ill in the second half of the 1970s, Judge Lachs took over his teaching duties at the
university. Twice a week he went from The Hague to Leiden to give lectures and in this way
became involved in the ins and outs of the Law School, especially in the Department of
Public International Law. Education, contact with students, looking across borders, passing
on to and connecting with future generations were things Judge Lachs valued highly.

When the first Telders Moot Court was organised in 1977, it was he who drafted the moot
case for the event to be held at the Peace Palace. He enthused and convinced his
colleagues at the ICJ, Judge Singh (India) and Judge Tarazi (Syria), to sit on the court. He
himself took his seat behind the judge's table as President of the Moot Court - a position he
would continue to enjoy for the next fifteen years in the finals of the Telders Competition.

After the first edition, the Telders Moot Court Competition took place annually on an ad hoc
basis in different university cities in Europe. In 1983 it was Brussels' turn with, of course,
Judge Lachs as president in the finals. During the closing ceremony he announced that
thanks to the permanent financial support of the Board of Leiden University as well as the
promised cooperation of the Carnegie Foundation and the ICJ, the Telders Moot Court could
henceforth be held as a regular annual event in the Peace Palace. Shortly thereafter, the
Telders International Law Moot Court Competition Foundation was established and who else,
but Judge Manfred Lachs could become the Chairman of the Supervisory Board. The
Telders Competition finally found its permanent residence and the foundations of a new
tradition were laid.

Years later, when asked why he thought it was so important for the competition to take place
in the Peace Palace, Judge Lachs replied, ‘It creates the atmosphere of the real Court.
Things must be as realistic as possible, as it must be no theatre but real life.’. He added,
‘This will also give the Judges of the International Court of Justice the opportunity to meet the
future generations of international lawyers.’ (4).

Judge Lachs' extraordinary contribution to the success of the Telders Moot Court has not
gone unnoticed by the university. Since 1958, the Board has awarded the University Medal
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to individuals who have rendered outstanding service to the university. During the reception
following the final of the competition in 1992, Prof. Dr Leertouwer, Rector Magnificus of
Leiden University, presented this medal to Judge Manfred Lachs.

The significance of Mrs. Boom and Judge Lachs to the Telders Moot Court Competition
cannot be adequately highlighted. But, as mentioned above, many have contributed to the
success alongside and with them who cannot be mentioned because of the limitations of this
article. One name, however, cannot be omitted here, that of Professor Pieter Kooijmans. As
Professor of International Law at Leiden University since 1978, during his work as Minister of
Foreign Affairs and eventually as a judge at the ICJ, for thirty-five years he played a
prominent and important role in all aspects of the Telders Competition. His wisdom, ability to
put things into perspective and warm commitment are still missed.

2.3 From three teams to a pan-European event

The first Telders Moot Court took place on 26 February 1977, in the Small Courtroom of the
Permanent Court of Arbitration at the Peace Palace in The Hague. Student teams from
France (Strasbourg), Germany (Cologne/Bonn) and Leiden participated in the competition.
The title of the case the students had to argue was: 'Public International Law Aspects of the
Pollution of the Rhine'. Each team consisted of six students of which three represented
upstream states and three acted on behalf of downstream states.

Two members of the very first Leiden advocacy team reminisce: Marion Kappeyne van de
Coppello, former Ambassador from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Berend Crans, partner
at Norton Rose Fulbright and former partner at De Brauw Blackstone Westbroek.

Marion: ‘Everything was new, there was no example, we had to build everything from
scratch. We had our textbooks, the library, newspaper and magazine articles and our
creativity. Our home base became the largest dorm room, belonging to one of us, where a lot
of books and papers could be spread out for digging into the complicated case, with a
typewriter, advanced for the time, that we could borrow somewhere in between.’.

Berend explains, ‘It should be remembered that research back then, without computers, the
internet and Google, was still the noble handiwork with a lot of research in the libraries of the
university and the Peace Palace. Having just graduated and still somewhat perplexed by this
fact, | was cautiously orienting myself toward a career.’. Participation in this still experimental
moot court competition therefore seemed to him a good start for an intended career in the
legal profession. Marion: ‘| was working on my final year of study in Public International Law,
this seemed exciting and could help me towards graduation.’.

Tasks were divided, pieces were written and worked through late into the night.

To illustrate the salinisation of the Rhine and to support the oral presentation, packs of salt
were stockpiled to show how much salt per capita was entering our country at Lobith.
Everything was ready to present the pleadings on 26 February. Berend says, ‘The ambiance
of the Peace Palace, the room full of professors and coryphées in international law and the
stature of the judges were quite intimidating. Between us, | had a glass of vodka before the
start. That didn't go down well so early in the day, but it gave Dutch courage!’.

The court consisted of three ICJ judges: Judges Lachs, Singh and Tarazi. Marion: ‘When
Judge Lachs asked me a very difficult question, | noticed for the first time what buckling
knees feel like, it was very impressive all around?’.

On the big day of this very first Telders Moot Court, something memorable happened. When
at the last moment one of the students of the French team dropped out unexpectedly, a
member of the German team was willing to help the French out of this predicament and join
the French team for the oral part. The Leiden students declared their solidarity and so the



three teams each ended up sitting with only five students behind their tables. The foundation
for the friendly and relaxed atmosphere, so characteristic of the Telders Moot Cout
Competition also in all subsequent years, in which participation is as important as the result,
had been laid.

The team from the Federal Republic of Germany finished as winners of the competition with
the Leiden team coming in second. First place for best oral argument was shared by Marion
Kappeyne van de Coppello and Brigit Zahn of Bonn.

For today's participants and organisers, a one-day Telders Moot Court is hard to imagine.
The number of participating universities grew to six in 1985, and four years later the TOO
welcomed twelve teams to Leiden. In order to allow all students to argue twice, two days
were set aside for the semi-finals, with the finals following on Saturday. The phenomenon of
national preliminary round made its appearance: each European country could be
represented in the international round by only one university, the winner of the preliminary
round. For a few years, the number of participants remained fairly constant, but events on
the world stage did not pass unnoticed even to the Telders Competition. The fall of the Wall
in 1989 had major consequences for the organisation. In the 1990s more and more new
European states applied to participate, and in 1998 the TOO received a number of
applications previously thought impossible: 24 universities registered for the international
round at the Peace Palace. From a meeting of three participating countries, the Telders Moot
Court had grown over two decades into a truly pan-European event.

The number of participating countries around 25 seems to be consolidating since then.
Thirty-seven universities from twenty-five countries have registered for the 43" edition of the
Telders Moot Court in 2020, with national preliminary rounds being held in seven countries.
For teams without a national preliminary round, since 2015 there has been the opportunity to
practice in advance by participating in the “International Friendly Round”, organised by the
University of Florence in 2020. This initiative, taken by several universities themselves,
testifies once again to the special character that is so peculiar to the Telders Moot Court and
that makes it unique in the world of moot courts.

2.4 From the Hugo de Grootstraat in Leiden to the Grotius Centre for International
Legal Studies in The Hague

While the first editions of the Telders Moot Court Competition were organised from Mrs.
Boom's room at the International Law Department at Hugo de Grootstraat 27 in Leiden, the
TOO later got its own little room in the same building. But the steady growth in the number of
participants and the correspondingly increasing activities made a larger accommodation for
TOO necessary. Suitable space was found across the street, in the basement of Hugo de
Grootstraat 32. When in 1992 a TOO-computer was installed in this office, the necessary
step towards professionalisation was taken. For more than a decade, this place was the
beating heart of the Telders Moot Court Competition.

Following a faculty reorganisation, the Telders Competition was moved to the Hague branch
of the Grotius Centre for International Legal Studies in 2003. This transfer to The Hague was
primarily a financial issue. The Leiden department wanted to stop the Telders Competition
because it was too expensive, but the person in charge of setting up the Hague department
at the time thought it was an important activity and wanted to continue with a different budget
- fewer hours for coordination and more sponsors. Grotius Centre The Hague was sponsored
by the municipality of The Hague and the municipality also found the Telders Competition an
interesting activity. Thanks to this financial support from the municipality, the continued
existence of the moot court competition could be secured and the physical relocation of the
organisation from Leiden to the Faculty Campus The Hague thus became a reality.
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The participants moved with the organisation. In the early years, the foreign teams still got a
glimpse of Leiden student life - they were accommodated in student houses. With increasing
numbers, this was no longer possible, and the teams were accommodated in hotels, first in
Leiden, then in The Hague.

The increase in the number of participants presented the organisation with not only financial
but also logistical problems. Partly because of the ICJ's increased workload due to the
increasing number of cases to be handled, the semi-finals of the Telders Moot Court could
no longer take place in the Peace Palace. Since 2013, the various locations of Campus The
Hague have provided a very suitable venue for these sessions.

Ms Mette Léons LL.M., Project Manager & Program Co-ordinator Public International Law at
the Grotius Centre, has been responsible for organising the Telders Moot Court since 2009.
With the help of the TOO consisting of interns from The Hague University of Applied
Sciences in recent years, she brings the event to great success every year. What worries her
most is the lack of financial security for the Telders competition.

Mette: ‘Although participating teams pay registration fees for their participation, this does not
mean that these cover the costs; the direct costs of the competition must be obtained
through sponsorship and subsidies. In recent years, Leiden University, the municipality of
The Hague, the City of Leiden, the Swiss Embassy, some funds, and some law firms, among
others, have made the moot court competition possible. Every year it is exciting to see if the
competition can be concluded with a positive result.’.

25 From stencil to glossy and from telex to website

In the more than forty years of its existence, the Telders Moot Court Competition has seen
development and change in many ways.

Alex van der Heijden, after an internship at Cultural Anthropology and working at the
university dining-hall and the University Library, joined the Faculty of Law at Hugo de
Grootstraat in July 1991 as a ‘Clerk Repro’. Today he is manager of the Copyshop at the
same faculty in the Kamerlingh Onnes Building (KOG) on the Steenschuur. In these twenty-
eight years, he has witnessed profound changes and has seen many generations of law
students and faculty pass by the desk.

In the KOG cafeteria, Alex looks back in time. ‘In the nineties there was only one black-and-
white copier for the entire faculty. There was no way to print in colour within the faculty,
printing an A4 in colour at a Copyshop in town cost around 5 guilders at the time. To make
an Ab size program booklet, each page had to be turned in on a separate A4 sheet and then
also in a special order with the pages turned upside down. The TOO quickly got the hang of
it, what they delivered could almost always be put into the machine right away. On the other
hand, they needed hundreds of booklets for the Telders Moot Court and the machine could
only make two booklets at a time. For a hundred booklets, all those A4 sheets had to go
through the machine fifty times!’.

When asked whether he has any special memories of the Telders Competition, Alex does
not have to think long. ‘I can still picture her face like that, crying at the desk while a
teammate of hers stressed running back and forth between the repro and the cab waiting on
the Hugo de Grootstraat with the engine running. It was around 12:30, lunch hour, but | had
stayed to print the documents the girl needed. | understood that she had to be in The Hague
at the Peace Palace at 2 o'clock. Between her tears, she asked me hopefully, “Do you think
there is a traffic jam?”. Later | understood that she still made it in time.’.



These days, Alex is not involved with the Telders Moot Court Competition. The organisation
has moved to The Hague, almost everything goes digital, and all information can be found on
the professional Telders Moot Court website. No more pleading instructions to be faxed to
universities, and the glossy full-colour program booklet is printed outdoors. The moment in
1992 when the first TOO-computer made its appearance in the basement of the Hugo de
Grootstraat is far behind us.

2.6 Special moments and highlights
e Lockerbie and the Genocide case

The unique location of the Telders Moot Court Competition is not obviously always an asset -
at the same time, it is also the event's Achilles heel. Several times unexpected events have
given the organisation nightmares. In two consecutive years, whether the competition could
go ahead hung by a thread. Yet time and again it is apparent how special the relationship of
the Telders Moot Court with the ICJ, and the Carnegie Foundation is.

On 3 March 1992, a month before the scheduled dates of the 15" Telders Competition, the
ICJ received a request for provisional measures from Libya in connection with the Lockerbie
affair (5). The security measures during the following weeks did not lie, and there was a real
probability that the competition could not take place at the Peace Palace. Over a hundred
students roaming the heavily secured grounds and buildings is not an attractive scenario for
security guards. Thanks in part to the positive cooperation with the Carnegie Foundation,
however, strict arrangements could be made, and all participants realised the seriousness of
the matter: one misstep and the moot court competition is over. Everything went perfectly,
including a splashing anniversary party with live music in the hall of the Peace Palace on
Saturday night!

These were the years when the ICJ began to get busy. On 20 March 1993, ten days before
the Telders Concours was due to kick off, Bosnia-Herzegovina brought a case against Serbia
and Montenegro for violating the Genocide Convention before the ICJ (6). The hearings
related to the requested provisional measures were scheduled during the two days of the
semi-finals of the Telders Moot Court. For a few nerve-wracking hours, it seemed that the
entire competition would have to be cancelled. But thanks to the privileged relationship with
the Peace Palace and, again, the efforts of the Carnegie Foundation, the semifinals could be
secured at the Peace Palace. However, when it became clear that the hearings would
continue through Saturday morning, it was truly a crisis: the finals could not take place at the
Peace Palace. The extraordinary gesture that the Court decided to make at that point to the
organisers of the Telders Competition was unique: by postponing that particular hearing until
Saturday afternoon, the finals could still take place in the Great Hall of Justice on Saturday
morning, with three ICJ Judges sitting on the bench.

o Fifty years of International Court of Justice celebrated with a double-competition

An undisputed highlight in the history of the Telders Moot Court was in 1996 when it was part
of the festivities surrounding the celebration of the ICJ's 50" anniversary.

A year earlier, the idea arose to organise a competition to mark this anniversary together with
the Concours de Procés Simulé en Droit International Charles Rousseau, the French-
language counterpart of the Telders competition. Using the same case, the preliminaries
were held separately after which the French-language winners travelled to The Hague. The
Telders competition began a day earlier than usual so that after two days of preliminary
rounds a special day of rest could be inserted: it was the day of the official celebration of the
ICJ's 50" Anniversary. The official ceremony took place in the Great Hall of Justice and all
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participants of the moot court competition were able to follow the festivities directly on big
screens in the Academy Building of the Peace Palace. The following day, on Friday the finals
of the Telders Competition were held, and finally on Saturday, the winners of both
competitions met in a bilingual Grand Finale in the Great Hall of Justice. The oral arguments
were translated simultaneously thanks to the benevolence of the Carnegie Foundation. Very
special was the cooperation of the ICJ: in both finals, a total of six different Judges sat
behind the big table. It was an experience never to be forgotten.

3. A spin-off: from Telders Moot Court to mandatory Moot Court course

From the beginning, both Mrs Boom and Judge Lachs were convinced of the significance of
advocacy for the future generation of lawyers.

Mrs Boom was adamant that for a lawyer there are three important things: research, writing
and advocacy. As she herself put it, ‘Whether you won or lost, every student who participated
in the Telders Competition is an important experience richer that contributes to both their
studies and their personal development.’ (7).

In the same year, Judge Lachs also spoke about the importance of such an experience for
students. He was convinced that a moot court is an essential part of law students' education.
In his own words, ‘Examinations at university are mostly a matter of good luck, at a moot
court you have to argue. This is very much in the interest of young lawyers, for it is a verbal
and intellectual test.’ (8).

By having the Telders Moot Court in-house, Leiden University could already boast extensive
experience with the moot court phenomenon in the 1980s. It is therefore not surprising that
the idea of establishing a Moot Court course and including it in the curriculum was born at
Leiden Law School.

Mrs Ankie Broekers-Knol can remember it vividly. The former President of the Senate and
current State Secretary for Justice and Security became Secretary of the Board of the Law
Faculty in 1988 and was therefore partly responsible for faculty policy. She says, ‘A skills
component was missing from the basic undergraduate phase of the curriculum. In that
omission faculty and Faculty Board wished to provide. A committee had been working for
several years on a model based on the concept of the Telders Moot Court. Experiments were
conducted, first with small groups, eventually with something like forty students. Those
experiments included video training a la Telders and using outside “judges” for the final
presentation.’.

The committee's final report including a proposal for the introduction of a Moot Court course
in the master phase was further developed in the years 1989-1991. Finally, in early 1992, the
Board of the University pledged funding on the condition that the course be introduced by 1
September 1992 and immediately for 750 students.

Ankie Broekers-Knol: 'With combined efforts, including those of Tineke van Leeuwen
Boomkamp, of lecturers, of many practicing lawyers as "judges”, of student assistants for the
video training (with the expertise of the Telders Moot Court), the mega-job succeeded. This
much is clear: the successful concept of the Telders Moot Court has served as the basis for
the - also highly successful - Moot Court course.’. Ankie Broekers-Knol herself became
Director Moot Court, a position she subsequently filled with great expertise, commitment, and
dedication until 1 January 2012. The mandatory Moot Court course, introduced on 1
September 1992, grew in those years into a course with approximately nine hundred first- or
second-year law students annually, including tax law and notarial law, and for foreign
students with an English-language variant.



Professor Dr Clementine Breedveld-de Voogd, Director of Moot Court at Leiden University
since 1 January 2012, says, ‘More than one hundred and eighty external "judges" are
needed to assess all the pleas. The practice cases cover all fields of study in which legal
argumentation and presenting an argument are essential. Meanwhile, the course is also
mandatory for International Business Law. In 2015, a crowdfunding campaign was organised
to set up a courtroom in the Kamerlingh Onnes Building where there is also room for the
public. It became Leiden University's most successful crowdfunding campaign, with an 83%
over-donation rate (9). This Moot Court room was named after Professor Hans Nieuwenhuis,
whose books and articles show that a legal argument gains persuasiveness when it is written
in beautiful language, is not verbose, is witty at times and not unnecessarily complicated. He
translated the term Moot Court entirely in this style: Moet Kort (Dutch for “must be short”).’.

By now, Moot Court or a somewhat similar course is part of all academic law studies in the
Netherlands. Thus, the founders of the Telders Moot Court Competition not only stood at the
cradle of a top international event, but also contributed to an essential new component of
Dutch law education.

4, The Telders Moot Court ‘community’

Professor Ben Telders was known as a warm-hearted family man. It would be particularly
pleasing to him that decades after his short life, his name lives on in what many call not only
“Telders community” but what even feels like “Telders family”. What makes the Telders Moot
Court so special?

4.1  Jessup or Telders?

European universities can participate in two moot courts in the field of Public International
Law. In addition to the Telders Competition, which has a European character in terms of
participation, the International Law Student Association has organised the Philip C. Jessup
International Law Moot Court Competition in Washington every year since 1960. With
participants from seven hundred universities from 100 countries, “Jessup” is the largest moot
court in the world.

Among the professional participants in the Telders Moot Court, there are of course many
who have also contributed to the Jessup Competition over the years. Their experiences while
participating in the Telders Competition are often shared with each other and with the
organisation. The following is based on this.

¢ Judges and location

Because of its large scale, the Jessup Competition requires many more judges during the
preliminary rounds than the Telders Moot Court. It is therefore understandable that there is
also a need to call on individuals who are not necessarily experts in international law. The
registration page for judges on the Jessup website provides the following information about
this: 'The Jessup Competition is judged by an elite corps of volunteer attorneys. [....] In most
jurisdictions, study or practice in the field of international law, or prior experience in the
Jessup Competition, is preferred, but not required.’ (10).

The judges participating in the semi-finals of the Telders Moot Court are highly qualified
experts in international law from around the world. Many of them work for international courts
and tribunals, international organisations, embassies, law firms and academic institutions
that can be found in the Netherlands and in particular in The Hague (‘Legal Capital of the
World’). This ensures an unparalleled high level of the Telders Competition.
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The magic of the unique location of the Telders Moot Court cannot be disputed by anyone.
The amazed cries and fascinated looks of the participants as they pass through the wrought-
iron gates of the imposing Peace Palace for the first time in their lives speak volumes. In the
words of one of the finalists, ‘We would stand in the Great Hall of Justice and plead in front of
Judges of the International Court of Justice. There is probably no greater honour in
international law.’ (11).

Whether the above plays a role in deciding “Jessup or Telders” remains guesswork.
However, there is one particular aspect that, everyone agrees, is almost addictive: the
friendly, informal atmosphere in general, and thus the fraternisation that the many social
events surrounding the Telders Moot Court bring about. Once you taste this atmosphere, you
keep coming back.

e The atmosphere and social aspect: the “Telders bonus”

Who better to articulate it than one of the foreign professors, who for many years in a row did
not skip a year to participate in the Telders Moot Court as a judge: ‘What | like about the
Telders Competition particularly is the atmosphere. Teams are not against each other in the
formal sense. It's in the interest of the teams that both sides do well in a moot. While in the
Jessup you actually have to walk over the dead body of your opponent. To do well in the
Telders you don't have to beat everybody, you just have to do well. And that makes a much
better atmosphere among the teams themselves, and of course the environment of the
Peace Palace can only add to that.’ (12).

Another loyal participant who year after year undertakes the journey from Australia to judge
at the Telders Moot Court looks back on the competition in this way: 'Another outstanding
feature of the Competition was the spirit in which it is conducted. There have been occasions
in other mooting competitions where the urge to “win” has sometimes been overwhelming.
The Telders Competition was different - naturally every team was determined to give its best,
but it was apparent that the most important aspect of the Competition for the students was
that they had the honor of playing part in this most prestigious event.' (13).

Or summarised succinctly, by someone who has also participated in the Telders Moot Court
several times as a judge: '... the atmosphere is always good, it is the best one can get
compared to other competitions. Telders always has a better student's atmosphere.' (14).

Finally, another judge's description of the participants and the atmosphere: 'They were soon
going to find out that their respect, for the rich diversification in culture and legal thinking of
the different teams from around the world, would forge friendships for life. | like to call this the
"Telders bonus". Students compete with each other in order to excel and in honour of their
mutual respect, they discover profound camaraderie, which is so typical for Telders, and
tolerance which will serve them throughout their lives." (15).

For many, the Telders Moot Court Competition runs like a red thread through their lives.
Marion Kappeyne van de Coppello, a participant from the very beginning, still returns every
year to take her place at the semi-finals behind various judges' tables. She calls it a highlight
of the year, always meeting enthusiastic students of international law from so many countries
and cheering them on. Her teammate in 1977, Berend Crans served as a judge for the Best
Oralist for many years to come. Who knows, after 42 years of practicing law, he may soon be
behind the judge's table as well. Once you are infected with the Telders virus, you never get
rid of it, you often hear in the corridors.
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4.2 Once Telders, always Telders
e From Helping Hand to Director TOO

Some do go to great lengths in terms of the number of Telders hats they have worn over the
years. Ms Marjon Drenth-Kroes is probably one of the few who has been through all the
steps of the Telders competition’s “rank and file” and has seen and experienced just about
every possible nook and cranny of the organisation from the inside.

As a first year Telders member in 1985, Marjon buttered hundreds of sandwiches as a
Helping Hand; in the following years she was promoted to the ILC, timekeeper and judge
assistant. As a member of the 1988 Leiden overall winning team, she sat behind the pleading
table in the Great Hall of Justice, just to descend to the famous basement room as a TOO
member the year after. Her paths then led for study to Cambridge where she could not resist
planting the Telders seed: in 1994 she came to Leiden as coach of the Cambridge team. She
then became a staff member of the Moot Court course at Leiden Law School before
eventually taking full responsibility for the Telders Moot Court as director TOO (2000-2004).

Marjon says, ‘In the spring of 1985, as a sophomore in college, | joined the Telders Debating
Society. At a meeting required for newcomers, Mrs. Boom introduced the Telders team
members and the TOO. | was quite impressed with these confident students who, Mrs. Boom
told us, were doing important things. Mrs. Boom looked at me, remarked that | must be good
at getting up early, and assigned me to the students who were to provide breakfast for the
foreign student teams, who were then still housed in student houses in Leiden. Thus, began
for me the introduction to the Telders Competition. The Monday morning TOO meetings,
together with Edgar Hennis and Caroline Bleeker in Mrs. Boom's room, were striking. Mrs.
Boom would dig up a pile of paper from her desk drawer, leaf through it, tell us a lot of
anecdotes in response to what she came across that way, and en passant give a list of
action items for that week. Participating in the Telders Competition as a member of the
Leiden team was a wonderful experience and yielded friendships for life. The most enjoyable
part, however, was coming back to Leiden and The Hague as team coach of the British
team. It was fantastic to be a guest at the competition, a warm bath and for me also a
homecoming, especially since we were welcomed by my former pleading teammate Hanna
Thuranszky, who was now the director of the TOO. | was later also very grateful to her for the
extensive playbook she had created for the organisation of the considerably grown
competition. The cooperation with the TOO students was also always very pleasant and, in
that sense, actually characteristic of the entire competition.’.

e From Telders Team Coach to Judge International Court of Justice

Peace reigns in Judge Giorgio Gaja's room in the New Building of the Peace Palace. We are
surrounded by books, books, and more books. A description of his impressive career is
beyond the scope of this article. However, until his appointment as an ICJ Judge (2012),
there is one position that he has always held in addition to all his international activities:
professor of international law at the University of Florence (1974 - 2011). Very typical of
Judge Gaja for whom teaching and contact with his (former) students still holds a special and
important place.

Over a cup of tea, the current chairman of the Supervisory Board of the Telders International
Law Moot Court Competition Foundation looks back on thirty-five years of involvement with
the Telders Moot Court.

Judge Gaja: 'In the early eighties of the last century Professor Schermers from Leiden
University approached me about the Telders Moot Court. We both were members of an
Advisory Committee established by the Legal Service of the EC Commission and we had
meetings alternately in Brussels and in Leiden. Another member of the Committee, Professor
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Tomuschat from Bonn was in his capacity of coach of the German team also involved with
the Telders Moot Court. They asked me to join the competition with a team from Florence
and the idea appealed to me. We patrticipated for the first time in 1984 and up to 1998 | kept
coaching the students.".

Looking at a list of the names of all the Italian participants from those years, Judge Gaja says
with a smile, ‘I can visualise these names. As the students didn't receive any academic
credits for the time and work, they put in Telders, | had to convince them that taking part in
this event was worth all those months' work. Naturally, | also wanted to enthuse them for
international law. It is very rewarding to see that these days four of them hold chairs of
International Law.’.

When asked what coaching brought him as a person, Judge Gaja answers without
hesitation, ‘For me coaching the students was an essential step, it really marked a new
relationship with them. It was a small group, so the contacts were intensive. We had practice
sessions with only me asking the questions. Due to the standard limited level of English of
the students the preparations were quite a challenge. Later on, when attending their pleading
sessions during the international rounds in The Hague occasionally | saw them struggling
because they didn't understand the question put to them while | knew they KNEW the
answerl!'.

During that 15-year period, Professor Gaja continued to coach the teams but at some point,
left the supervision during the competition to younger colleagues. Judge Gaja: ‘One year
during the Telders Moot Court | met Judge Jennings on the premises of the Peace Palace,
and he frankly asked me "What are you doing here?". At that point | realised it was time to
send younger people to The Hague to accompany the teams.'. Although, often, on the
Friday, the second day of the semifinals, he got on the plane anyway. Judge Gaja says: 'l
insisted to come even when | could only attend the finals where the Italian team actually was
never in. After the finals | used to take the Italian team to Delft to pay homage to the statue of
Hugo Grotius.'.

When Judge Gaja was asked to join the Supervisory Board of the Telders Moot Court in
2013, he did not have to think long about it. A year later, he succeeded Judge Keith as
Chairman of the Board. Judge Gaja: 'l was very pleased to get involved with the Telders
Moot Court again. It is good work, and it is nice to see former participants around. It is also
worth the effort and rewarding to put them to revive and keep the Telders tradition alive.'.

5. The Telders Moot Court as the legacy of Professor Ben Telders

‘He [Professor Telders, ed.] showed us that the maximum activity of a jurist is intellectual
control of the law, not as an activity in itself, but to serve justice and to aim at a more tolerant
and respecting society. Therefore, this Competition as it has developed itself today bears
very much the mark of what Telders stood for.' (16).

These words were spoken after the finals of the Telders Moot Court Competition in 1986 by
Ms L.A. (Dien) Barendsen-Cleveringa, daughter of the renowned Leiden Professor
Cleveringa (colleague and friend of professor Telders), then a member of the Council of
State and a member of the Supervisory Board of the Telders Competition. Her reference to
Professor Telders' ideals and his pursuit of a tolerant and respectful society is still relevant
after three decades: 75 years after Professor Telders' death, equality, freedom of speech and
a just society are still far away in many parts of the world.

Where does the Telders Moot Court Competition stand over 30 years after Ms Barendsen-
Cleveringa's words quoted above? Does it still have the character and carry the ideals that
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Professor Telders stood for? Does the moot court competition honour Telders' name? Do his
ideas resonate with the new generation of international lawyers? No one can answer this
better than the participants themselves.

That participation in the Telders Moot Court Competition is seen as a highlight by many, both
personally and professionally, is evidenced by numerous responses. In the Review Report
compiled by the organisers each year after the competition and published on the website,
several participants, and judges, among others, are asked for their experiences and
opinions. Statements such as the following need no explanation: 'Telders opens your eyes to
another world.' (17); 'It was a life changing experience.' (18); [it] had taught us so much' (19);
'After Telders Moot Court 2018, a piece of our hearts remains in The Hague.' (20). 'If you can
participate, do it, it is a unique experience. But before you do it make sure that you are totally
committed and make every second count both academically and personally as it is
something that you will remember for your entire life.' (21).

One of the main goals of the organisation of the Telders Competition is to keep the thought
heritage of Professor Benjamin M. Telders alive by passing it on to new generations. Each
year at the opening of the competition, special attention is paid to his life, work, and
personality. Here, the enthusiasm with which he practiced his profession, and his pursuit of
justice are specifically highlighted. Nothing is more beautiful than to read these aspects in the
reactions of the participants: 'To all future participants, yes, it is challenging sometimes, but it
is all worth it. As far as we are concerned the Telders International Law Moot Court
Competition was nothing but a great success; not just because we won, but because we
actually had the opportunity to practice international law. We met so many students from all
around Europe who all share our passion for international law. It was - without a doubt - the
experience of a lifetime." (22).

The sense of respect and honour for the person Telders and his legacy cannot be better
illustrated than by the following two quotes: '.... the Competition truly offers equal
opportunities to all the participants, and we felt great all through our stay in Leiden to see that
teams from all across Europe compete as equals and that the spirit of international law is so
much more than just a declaration. The legacy of Professor B.M. Telders is an incredible one
and this year's edition was further evidence that the reputation the Competition enjoys is by
no means an exaggeration of any kind.' (23). 'And | cannot but remind, before each of the
sessions | preside over starts, that this competition would not have been possible without a
great man, professor, and his legacy: in some way, Benjamin Marius Telders is present
nowadays with all of us. We owe him a tribute, for thanks to him we can enjoy this wonderful
experience today.' (24).

Thanks in part to the Telders International Law Moot Court Competition, Professor Telders
has also achieved the name recognition he deserves in the international law world beyond
the borders of the Netherlands. This special, posthumously acquired international recognition
of the person and international jurist Ben Telders should be cherished and broadened. His
ideals and principles regarding a just society and the rule of law live on worldwide among
many international jurists - young and old - who came to know his name and personality in
the context of the Telders Moot Court.

As long as the Telders Moot Court is organised, as long as each year students from all over
Europe descend upon the premises of the Peace Palace for this competition, we can keep
Professor Telders' legacy and spirit alive, and his thought heritage and special personality
can still be an inspiration to many generations of young lawyers. In this way, the Telders
International Law Moot Court Competition can also make a modest contribution to the
realisation of Professor Telders' ideals.

Finally, 1 would like to express my warm thanks to all of those mentioned above who
contributed to the creation of this article. Recalling memories together did not prove to be a
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difficult or tedious task. The meetings were in all cases, sometimes after many years of not
having seen or spoken to each other, entirely in the spirit and atmosphere described above,
cozy, and warm. A special word of thanks goes to Professor Dr Niels Blokker, initially a
respected teacher to me, later an esteemed colleague and since several years an
enthusiastic co-member of the Supervisory Board of the Telders Moot Court, for initiating,
thinking about and reading this article.
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