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Resources
Counterterrorism Bookshelf: Four Books on Terrorism & 
Counter- Terrorism-Related Subjects 
Reviewed by Joshua Sinai 

So many books are published on terrorism- and counterterrorism-related subjects that it is difficult to catch 
up on a large backlog of monographs and volumes received for review. In order to deal with this backlog, this 
column consists of capsule reviews and tables of contents of four recently published books.

Daniel Byman, Spreading Hate: The Global Rise of White Supremacist Terrorism (New York, NY: Oxford 
University Press, 2022), 288 pp., US $ 29.95 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-0-1975-3761-9.

This is a comprehensive account of the growth of White Supremacist militant groups who engage in terrorist 
activities around the world. In the United States, the author begins the account with the various Ku Klux 
Klan organizations that were active in the pre–1960s civil rights era, which eventually evolved into the Skin-
head and related extremist movements, which also spread throughout Europe, including Russia. These mili-
tant groups operate often independently of each other around the world, and many of their violent assailants 
are lone actors who are inspired by them, especially in extremist Internet-based social media websites and 
forums. What makes this threat so significant in the current era, the author explains, is due to the fact that 
they have become increasingly violent, with what are primarily mass shootings by their lone actor adherents 
in countries such as New Zealand, Norway, and the United States. In the U.S., in particular, these groups 
include the Proud Boys and Oath Keepers, who were involved in the attempted violent takeover of the U.S. 
Capitol Building on January 6, 2021. What makes these militant groups’ use of violence “more consequential 
than jihadist violence,” the author writes, is their “targeting of minority and marginalized communities…,” 
because unlike the jihadists, the White Supremacists “tap into deep historical roots of discrimination and 
prejudice, and their rhetoric and deeds are a violent echo of current cultural disputes” (p. 4). In general, the 
author points out, their extremist ideas focus on attacking perceived adversaries such as Jews, leftists, the 
Black and LGBTQ communities, and “supposedly corrupt elites” in government (p. 5). To counter the White 
Supremacist militants, at least in the United States, the author recommends a more “aggressive” government 
counterterrorism campaign, including the use of intelligence agencies to monitor them, accompanied by 
judiciary measures to prosecute them, and local community programs to deradicalize them (pp. 172-185). 
This account is recommended as an insightful overview of the threats presented by far-right White Suprem-
acist militant groups and the measures required to counter them. The author is a professor at Georgetown 
University and a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution, in Washington, DC.

Table of Contents:  Introduction: Spreading Hate; A White Man’s World; Becoming Revolutionaries; “Mein Kampf ” to 
a 4/4 Beat; Europe: The Return of the Knights Templar; Terrorism in Real Time: Social Media and the Spread of White 
Supremacist Violence; Strategies of White Supremacy and the Weakness of the Cause; The (D)evolution of White Su-
premacist Violence and the Mismeasurement of Terrorism; Fighting White Supremacy. 

Boaz Ganor and Liram Koblentz-Stenzler, Israel’s Targeted Killing Policy: Moral, Ethical & Operational 
Dilemmas (Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave Macmillan, 2022), xi, 232 pp., US $ 149.99 [Hardcover], ISBN: 
978-3-0311-3673-3.

This is an excellent examination of the strategical, operational, and ethical dilemmas involved in one gov-
ernment’s targeted killings of their terrorist adversaries. As Israeli academics, the discussion of the authors 
focuses on the Israeli perspective on these issues, a country that has a long history of deliberately targeting 
the leaders and operational planners of their terrorist adversaries for assassination as a way to mitigate the 
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military threats presented by their organizations. All significant issues are covered, ranging from determin-
ing the legitimacy of targeted killings, such as whether it is legitimate to kill political leaders involved in 
terrorism attacks as well as terrorist operational planners, how intelligence is acquired to select the targets, 
ensuring that the primary targets are attacked with as little collateral damage to nearby civilians as possible, 
and assessing measures of effectiveness in assassinating terrorist leaders, even when there might be a boo-
merang effect in the form of revenge attacks by the affected terrorist groups. Of special note is Boaz Ganor’s 
formulation of a decision-making model for targeted killing operations, which begins with an index listing 
the targeted killing purposes (e.g., “ticking bomb”, deterrence, activity disruption, etc.), followed by an index 
listing the identity of the target (e.g., terror perpetrator, commander, leader, etc.). He lists the risks involved, 
possible alternative actions, and possible impacts of the targeted killings on the terrorist organization’s mili-
tary capability. In the concluding chapter, the authors observe that measures of effectiveness in determining 
the cost-benefits of targeted killings consist answering questions such as: will they “reduce the number of at-
tacks or casualties in the future”, will they lead to a “boomerang response,” will they “disrupt the functioning 
of the terrorist organization,” will they “deter other activists from involvement in terrorism,” and will they 
“lead to a strategic shift in the terrorist organization’s activities” (pp. 219-220). Such academically- and op-
erationally-useful insights make this book one of the best accounts of the role of targeted killings of terrorist 
adversaries in a government’s counterterrorism campaign. Prof. Ganor is Founder and Executive Director 
of the International Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT), and Ronald S. Lauder Chair for Counter-Terror-
ism at the Reichman University in Israel, where Dr. Koblentz-Stenzler is a senior researcher and head of the 
Global Far-Right Extremism Desk. 

Table of Contents:  Introduction; A Historical Survey of Israeli Targeted Killings; Targeted Killings in Israel’s Count-
er-Terrorism Strategy: Decision-Making Processes and the Intelligence Factor; The Legitimacy of Targeted Killings: 
A Death Penalty Under the Guise of Counter-Terrorism?; The Principle of Distinction in Targeted Killings – Who Do 
You Target?; The Principle of Proportionality: Are Targeted Killings Really Targeted?; The Boomerang Effect in Target-
ed Killings – Are Targeted Killings Effective?; A Decision-Making Model for Targeted Killing Operations; Summary 
and Conclusions.

Jonathan Matusitz and Elena Berish, Female Terrorism in America (New York, NY: Routledge, 2021), 294 
pp., US $ 136.00 [Hardcover], US $ 39.16 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-3675-0667-4.

This is one of the best and most comprehensive accounts of the spectrum of women’s involvement in ter-
rorism in America. Conceptually, it discusses theoretical perspectives on the roles of women in terrorism, 
whether left-wing, right-wing, Islamist, or Puerto Rican. Applying Social Movement Theory (SMT), it cov-
ers how women are radicalized into joining terrorist groups, although the authors recognize that “There is 
no single route to radicalization, just as there is no single female terrorist profile” (p. 137). Motivations for 
females to join terrorist groups (much like those for males) include collective identity, political activism, 
religion, psycho-social drivers, and gender oppression. A highly interesting chapter discusses “The inflam-
matory rhetoric of female terrorists” in communiques and social media postings. In the concluding chapter, 
the authors present solutions to mitigate the involvement of females in terrorism, such as addressing gender 
issues, using women within their own communities to dissuade other females from participation in terror-
ism, and developing effective counter-narratives. Jonathan Matusitz is Associate Professor in the Nicholson 
School of Communication and Media at the University of Central Florida. Elena Berisha is an active mem-
ber of the National Organization for Women (NOW).

Table of Contents: Introduction; Definitions and Background; Theoretical Perspectives; Female Terrorism in Left-Wing 
American Organizations; Female Puerto Rican Terrorism in America; Female Terrorism in Right-Wing American 
Organizations; Roles in Female Terrorism: From Leadership to More Passive Positions; Radicalization to Terrorism; 
Depictions in the Media;  Motivations for Joining Terrorist Organizations; Muslim Female Terrorists in America; The 
Influence of Social Media; The Inflammatory Rhetoric of Female Terrorists; Conclusions, Implications, and Solutions.
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Diego Muro and Tim Wilson (Eds.), Contemporary Terrorism Studies (New York, NY: Oxford University 
Press, 2022), 648 pp., US $ 39.16 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-1988-2956-0.

This is one of the finest and most comprehensive edited textbooks on terrorism and counterterrorism stud-
ies. Following the editors’ introduction, the textbook is divided into three parts: (i) the state of terrorism 
studies (e.g., how to define terrorism, applying social science concepts to examine terrorism, and using da-
tabases to examine terrorism), (ii) issues in examining terrorism (e.g., the history of terrorism, root causes 
driving terrorism, how terrorists select their targets, and is terrorism effective in achieving the perpetrators’ 
objectives), and (iii) countering terrorism (e.g., the nature of counterterrorism campaigns, countering vi-
olent extremism, and programs to disengagement and deradicalize terrorists from violent activities). As a 
textbook, each chapter includes a summary, key concepts, case studies, discussion questions, and a guide 
to further reading. Also provided are links for online lectures and student resources.  Diego Muro is Senior 
Lecturer (Associate Professor) in International Relations at the Centre for the Study of Terrorism and Polit-
ical Violence (CSTPV), University of St Andrews, where Tim Wilson serves as Director of the CSTPV.

Table of Contents: Introduction; Part One: The State of Terrorism Studies; What are terrorism studies?; Critical Ter-
rorism Studies; Conceptualisations of Terrorism; Terrorism in Context; The Social Science of Political Violence; Open 
Sources Databases; Part Two: Issues and Debates in Terrorism Studies; The History of Terrorism; What are the Root 
Causes of Terrorism?; When Do Individuals Radicalise?; Can Terrorism be Rational?; Target Selection; Longevity of 
Terrorist Groups; Can States be Terrorists?; Gendered and Racialised Terrorism; Terrorism, Counter-Terrorism, and 
Technology; Old and New Terrorism; Social Media and Terrorism; Is Terrorism Effective?; Part Three: Countering Ter-
rorism; Counterterrorism Agencies and Their Work; Responding to Terrorism Non-violently; Counterterrorism and 
Human Rights; Foreign Policy and Countering Terrorism; International Organisations and Counterterrorism; Terror-
ism by Insurgents and Rebels; Preventing and Countering Violent Extremism; Disengagement and De-Radicalisation 
Programmes; Victims of Terrorism and Political Violence; The End of Terrorist Campaigns. 

About the Reviewer:  Dr. Joshua Sinai is the Book Reviews Editor of ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’. He can be 
reached at: Joshua.sinai@comcast.net.


