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Resources
Counterterrorism Bookshelf: 11 Books on Terrorism & Counter- 
Terrorism-Related Subjects 
Reviewed by Joshua Sinai 

So many books are published on terrorism- and counterterrorism-related subjects that it is difficult to catch 
up on a large backlog of monographs and volumes received for review. In order to deal with this backlog, this 
column consists of capsule reviews and tables of contents of eleven recently published books.

Godfrey Garner and Maeghin Alarid-Hughes, Origin of Terrorism: The Rise of the World’s Most Formi-
dable Terrorist Groups (Boca Raton, FL: CRC Press, 2021), 194 pp., US $ 128.- [Hardcover], US $ 39.96 
[Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-3677-7186-7.

This is a highly interesting and well analyzed examination of the roots, origins and evolution of Islamist 
terrorism. It examines the varieties of Islamist terrorism from a practitioner focus that addresses the motiva-
tions, agendas, and modus operandi of its leading figures and insurgent terrorist organizations. Terrorist or-
ganizations such as al Qaida, the Islamic State (ISIS), the Taliban, Boko Haram, and others are profiled. This 
book is recommended as a useful introductory resource for courses on terrorism and counterterrorism and 
for the general public, as well. Dr. Godfrey Garner, a former U.S. Army Special Forces officer, is a permanent 
faculty professor at Mississippi College, as well as adjunct at Tulane University and Belhaven University, in 
Homeland Security and Counterterrorism. Ms. Maeghin Alarid-Hughes is an Adjunct Professor in Terror-
ism and Risk Analysis for Arapahoe Community College, in Colorado. 

Table of Contents: Preface. Author biographies. Chapter 1: Insurgency, Religion and Terrorist Relationships. Chapter 2: 
Terror Mind Manipulation. Chapter 3: Terrorist Landscape: Laying a Foundation. Chapter 4: How bin Laden Rose to Fame: 
A Historical Perspective. Chapter 5: A Closer Look at bin Laden. Chapter 6: What about Russia? Chapter 7: Meeting Key 
Players: Mullah Omar and the Taliban. Chapter 8: Osama bin Laden; Mullah Mohamad Omar; Their Focus During this 
Period. Chapter 9: Abu Musab Zarqawi. Chapter 10: Birth of the Islamic State. Chapter 11: Women within Terrorism: New 
Tactics and What Can We Expect Next.

Murat Haner and Melissa M. Sloan (Eds.), Theories of Terrorism: Contemporary Perspectives (New York, 
NY: Routledge, 2022), 396 pp., US $ 128.- [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-0-3674-5761-7.

The contributors to this interesting volume apply some of the major academic theories of terrorism to exam-
ine issues such as trajectories of how individuals become radicalized into terrorism, as well as the processes 
involved in disengaging from terrorism. Also discussed are topics such as the ideological, strategic and 
organizational factors in terrorist target selection, women’s involvement in terrorism, far-right wing White 
Supremacist terrorism, religious terrorism and suicide martyrdom, and the application of the criminology 
theory of situational crime prevention (SCP) in understanding terrorism and how to prevent it. The final 
chapter by Leonard Weinberg on “How Terrorism Ends” updates his earlier writings on this topic. The book 
is recommended as a primary textbook for academic courses on terrorism and counterterrorism.

Table of Contents: Preface; Part I. Becoming a Terrorist; The Psychological Processes of Terrorism; Explaining Political Ter-
rorism; Explaining Religious Terrorism; Explaining White Supremacy and Domestic Terrorism; Part II. Being a Terrorist; 
Gender and Terrorism. Terrorist Target Selection; Explaining Suicide Bombings; Code of the Terrorist; Part III. Beyond 
Terrorism; Desistance from Terrorism; Terrorism and Deterrence; Situational Crime Prevention and Terrorism; Fear of 
Terrorism; How Terrorism Ends?

Daniel Koehler, From Traitor to Zealot: Exploring the Phenomenon of Side-Switching in Extremism and 
Terrorism (New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2022), 350 pp., US $ 110.- [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-
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1-1088-4294-5.

This is a conceptually innovative, empirical study on what the author terms as “side-switching” by extrem-
ist individuals and groups, primarily in Germany. The book’s case studies present significant examples of 
turncoats - individuals and groups who become, in one example, neo-Nazis, radical left-wingers, and then 
devout Salafists. To explain this phenomenon, the author applies theories such as social identity theory and 
devoted actor theory to develop his own theory of motivations and what he terms the defector life cycles. 
To counter these processes of radicalization into violent extremism, the author proposes a new approach to 
“become an ex” which is based on understanding the importance of how ideology is interpreted by these in-
dividuals’ “confused identities.” The concluding chapter presents the author’s findings and future directions 
in examining these issues. The author, a veteran practitioner expert in analyzing radicalization and how to 
counter it, is well suited to explaining this phenomenon. The author is Founding Director of the German 
Institute on Radicalization and De-Radicalization Studies (GIRDS) and editor-in-chief of the Journal for 
Deradicalization.

Table of Contents: Foreword: John Horgan; Preface; Betraying the Cause? Side-Switching and Violent Extremism; Nation, 
Race, and Anti-Semitism: Switching to Far-Right Extremism; Joining the Far Left; Fighting on the Path of Allah: Joining 
Islamic Extremism from the Far Right and Far Left; Who Are Extremist Side-Switchers and What Drives Them? Toward 
a Theory of Motivations and Defector Life Cycles; Breaking the Cycle: Learning How to Improve Counter-Radicalization, 
Counterterrorism, and Deradicalization Programs; Conclusions.

David Lowe, Terrorism, Law and Policy: A Comparative Study [Second Edition] (New York, NY: Rout-
ledge, 2022), 368 pp., US $ 128.- [Hardcover], US $ 34.36 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-0320-5013-3.

This is a comprehensive and authoritative textbook by a veteran British law enforcement official covering 
subjects such as how to define terrorism, governments’ anti-terrorism-related legislation and policies around 
the world, the nature of violent extremism and how to counter it, investigating terrorism cases (including 
surveilling terrorists), and the need to balance security and civil liberties. As a textbook, each chapter be-
gins with topics to be covered, an introduction, student learning outcomes, points for reflection, short case 
studies, and a conclusion. The author is a retired British Detective Sergeant, and currently a senior research 
fellow at Leeds Law School, where he researches terrorism and security, policing and criminal law. 

Table of Contents: Preface; Introduction; Part I – Current Terrorist Threats; Islamist-inspired terrorist groups; Nationalist 
causes: The on-going political cause in Northern Ireland; Far-right and extreme far-right (neo-Nazis); Part II – Government 
and international bodies anti-terrorism policies and roles of international and national counter-terrorism agencies;  In-
ter-governmental and state government anti-terrorism policies; Part III – Legal definition of terrorism and statutory powers 
used in counter-terrorism investigations; Legal definition of terrorism; Planning acts of terrorism; Passport and border 
controls and statutory measures to deal with returning fighters; Statutory preventative measures; Surveillance of electron-
ic communications; International terrorism intelligence exchange, Snowden revelations, the courts and data protection; 
Handling informants in terrorist investigations; Funding terrorism and asset-freezing; Part IV – Extremism, freedom of ex-
pression, hate crime and prevent strategies; Extremism and radicalization; Freedom of expression and hate crime: Analysis 
looking at the extreme far-right; Prevent strategies.

John A. Lynne II, Another Kind of War: The Nature and History of Terrorism (New Haven, CT: Yale Uni-
versity Press, 2019), 520 pp., US $ 40.- [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-0-3001-8881-3.

This is a comprehensive account by a veteran military historian of the history of modern terrorism over the 
past 150 years. While drawing on David Rapoport’s four historical waves of modern terrorism framework, 
it adds additional dimensions to it by beginning the account with what the author regards as the origins 
of the first historical wave: the French Revolution in 1789. The discussion of the second, third, and fourth 
historical waves of terrorism are complemented by the author’s discussion of the Palestinian – Israeli con-
flict from 1881 to 1985, Marxist urban guerrilla warfare, Islamist Jihadist groups, narcoterrorism, as well as 
the components of homeland security and countering terrorism. The book is accompanied by a website for 
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additional materials and reference resources. The author is emeritus professor of history at the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and former president of the United States Commission on Military History. 

Table of Contents: A Brief Note to the Reader; On Terrorism; Rule by Fear: State-Regime Terrorism; War on Civilians: 
Military Terrorism; White Knights: Social Terrorism in America, 1865-1965; Propaganda of the Deed: The First Wave of 
Radical Terrorism, 1848-1920; Second Wave: Ethno-Nationalist Terrorism: The FLN and the PIRA; Tales of Two Tragedies: 
Palestinians and Israelis, 1881-1985; Urban Guerrillas: Marxist Terrorism during the 1960s and 1970s; Islamist Terrorism: 
Ideology and Radicalization in the Third Wave; Regional Jihad: Hezbollah and Hamas; Global Jihad: Al-Qaeda and the 
Islamic State; Radical Right-Wing Violence in the United States; Narcoterrorism; Homeland Security; Confronting Terror-
ism; Appendix: A Descriptive Model of Four Strategies of Terrorism. 

Yair Sharan, Ted J. Gordon, and Elizabeth Florescu (Eds), Tripping Points on the Roads to Outwit Terror 
(Cham, Switzerland: Springer, 2021), 222 pp., US $ 139.99 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-3-0307-2570-9.

This is one of the first accounts of the impacts of recent transformative catastrophic events in terms of new 
technologies, including the COVID-19 pandemic, on potential future scenarios in the world of terrorism. 
As explained by the authors, “The objective of this book is to help reduce the probability and severity of 
terrorism by anticipating new opportunities, errors, and tipping points that may occur in the terrorists’ ef-
forts to extend their influence or in the efforts to thwart their planning and attacks” (p. v). To examine these 
future-oriented issues over the next 20 years, the authors apply “existing technologies (such as CRISPR, the 
tool for modifying genes, and forensic genealogy) and entirely new technologies (such as deep fake coun-
terfeiting) that may be used by terrorists or those seeking to shut them down” (p. 2). More than a dozen 
“tripping point” scenarios are discussed, with the scenario vignettes providing “a story with plausible cause 
and effect links that connect a future condition with the present, while illustrating key decisions, events, and 
consequences throughout the narrative” (pp. 2-3). Utilizing the Delphi forecasting tool (based on numerous 
expert respondents), the authors conclude with a series of findings on future trends, such as increasingly 
effective propaganda and disinformation by terrorists and state actors, “Meaningless terrorism – thousands 
of people performing small actions that together would have a big effect to disrupt elements of society,” and 
the emergence of “super-empowered individuals” who are “able to harness bio-weapons or technology to 
wreak mass-scale disruption, destruction and loss of life” (p. 134). The authors’ innovative approach and 
worrisome findings about future trends in terrorist warfare make this book an important contribution to 
advancing our understanding of the types of terrorist warfare that need to be anticipated by governments’ 
counterterrorism campaign planners. Yair Sharan, is Director of the FIRS2T Group (Foresight Insight Re-
search Security Society and Technology) in Israel, and is active in the security and technology field. Theo-
dore J. Gordon is a specialist in forecasting methodology, planning, and policy analysis. Elizabeta Florescu is 
Director of Research and Board Member of The Millennium Project.

Table of Contents: Introduction; Instead of Executive Summary. Tripping Points: An Overview; Defining Terrorism: Future 
Perspectives; Pandemics; CRISPR and the New Biology; Identification: Forensics and DNA Databases; Artificial Intelligence 
and Autonomous Weapons; Challenges in Space; The Little Things Sometimes Count; The Fuzzy Line: Are We at War?; 
Technology Early Warnings: A Plethora of Threats and Opportunities; Deep Fakes; Unintended Consequences; Conclu-
sions; Appendix: Evolution of the Definitions of Terrorism: Results of a Real-Time Delphi.

Al Qaida

Nelly Lahoud, The Bin Laden Papers: How the Abbottabad Raid Revealed the Truth about Al-Qaeda, its 
Leader and his Family (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2022), 384 pp., US $ 28.- [Hardcover], ISBN: 
978-0-3002-6063-2.

This is a fascinating inside account of al Qaida and its leader Usama bin Laden, based on the author’s unique 
access to the nearly 6,000 pages of Arabic private communications that were captured by the U.S. Special 
Forces who had successfully killed bin Laden at his hideout in Abbottabad, Pakistan, on May 2, 2011. These 
materials outlined bin Laden’s plans for future attacks, and al Qaida’s position towards countries ranging 
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from Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Pakistan to the United States, its “far-enemy.” The author’s conclusions are 
worth noting, as she describes al Qaida’s jihadists as “variously hiding, incompetent, unruly, extremists, and 
disunited, and Usama’s optimism border [ing – JS] on delirium” (p. 285). She adds that bin Laden was “not 
worldly,” as he “had only a perfunctory understanding of international relations,” and his “political goals 
were alarmingly sophomoric” (p. 286). This book is highly recommended for its insights in exposing the 
true nature of Usama bin Laden and al Qaida. The author is associate professor of security studies in the 
Department of National Security and Strategy at the U.S. Army War College. 

Table of Contents: Prologue: Eighteen Minutes; Introduction; Part I: “Afflicted” Al-Qaeda (2001-2011); “The Birth of the 
Idea”; Jihadis Between Borders; Global Jihad on Autopilot; Al-Qaeda “Hides”; The “Calamity”; The “Americans”; Part II: 
The Rise of the “Brothers” (2004-2011); Some “Brothers” Are More Brotherly Than Others; Part III: The Family; The “First 
Martyr”; The Escapes; The Final Chapter; The Real Courier; Epilogue; Appendix One: Usama bin Laden’s Will; Appendix 
Two: Dramatis Personae.

Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)

Murat Haner, The Freedom Fighter: A Terrorist’s Own Story (New York, NY: Routledge, 2018), 498 pp., US 
$ 208.- [Hardcover], US $ 56.76 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-1-1381-0451-8.

This is an extensively detailed account of the PKK, using the life-story of “Deniz,” a high-level PKK terrorist 
who was incarcerated in a Turkish prison (and whom the author interviewed), to shed light on the processes 
of radicalization and activism of Kurds into PKK-type terrorism to achieve national independence. In the 
concluding chapter, the author observes that “the PKK is a decades-old, very sophisticated military orga-
nization,” and that “Attempts to eradicate it through a concerted Turkish military campaign are unlikely to 
be effective” (p. 443). The author is a Visiting Professor in the Department of Socials Sciences, Program of 
Criminology, at the University of South Florida, Sarasota-Manatee. 

Table of Contents: Foreword by Francis T. Cullen; Preface; Part I: Terrorism in Context; Meeting Deniz; The History of 
Kurds and the PKK; Part II: The Freedom Fighter’s own Story; Section A: Becoming a Terrorist; The Early Years; Joining 
the PKK; Mission Trainings; Section B: Being a Terrorist; Rangers and My First Mission; Turkish Oppression Toward the 
Kurdish Villagers; The PKK Organization; On the Way to Damascus, Syria; War against Barzani’s Peshmergas; Chaotic 
Situation at Central Headquarters; The Women Guerillas of the Organization; The War against the YNK; The Invasion of 
Iraq by U.S. Forces; That’s All She Wrote!; The Trip to Amed; Recruiting New Guerrillas; Decision to Keep My Hands Off; 
Section C: Prison and Beyond; Leaving the PKK; The Prison and the General; Penitence (Second Thoughts); The Turks, The 
Kurds and the Last Chance; Part III: Conclusion; Lessons from a Terrorist’s own Story; Appendix: List of Major Individuals 
and Abbreviations in the Life History.

Military Warfare

B. A. Friedman, On Operations: Operational Art and Military Disciplines (Annapolis, MD: Naval Insti-
tute Press, 2021), 256 pp., US $ 31.95 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-6824-7706-9.

With military warfare conducted at the strategic (overall vision and end-states), operational and tactical 
(combat unit) levels, this book covers the operational level of warfare. It is defined by the author as “the 
planning, preparation, synchronization, and sustainment of tactics over a sustained period of time, a large 
geographic expanse, or both” (p. 5). To examine the operational level of war, the book’s chapters cover topics 
such as administration, operations, fire support, logistics, command and control, and campaigns and battles. 
These topics are illustrated in five historical case studies. In the conclusion, the author insightfully observes 
that “there are no levels of war” because “Neither tactics nor strategy are a level, but rather activities or func-
tions that operate continuously and in parallel” (p 141). The author, a Marine Corps Reserves field artillery 
officer, is enrolled in King’s College London,. 

Table of Contents: Preface; Introduction; Operations and the Napoleonic Revolution; German Operational Thought; So-
viet Operational Thought; American Operational Thought; The Operational Level and the Civil-Military Relationship; 
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A Theory of Operational Art; Administration; Information; Operations; Fire Support; Logistics; Command and Control; 
Campaigns, Battles, and Decision; Campaign Taxonomy I; Campaign Taxonomy II; Operational Art Actualized through a 
Modern Staff System; A Note on Force Protection; Conclusion; Case Study 1. The Austerlitz Campaign, 1805; Case Study 2. 
The Königgrätz Campaign, 1866; Case Study 3. The Atlantic Campaign, 1914-18; Case Study 4. The Battle of Britain, 1940; 
Case Study 5. Operation Watchtower, 1942.

Mark Galeotti, The Weaponisation of Everything: A Field Guide to the New Way of War (New Haven, CT: 
Yale University Press, 2022), 248 pp., US $ 26.- [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-0-3002-5344-3.

This is a highly informed and authoritative account of the transformation of what used to be ‘conventional’ 
warfare into what is now termed hybrid war, grey zone warfare, and unrestricted war, in which cyberwarfare, 
disinformation and espionage play a major role. This book was written prior to Russia’s military invasion of 
Ukraine, where ‘conventional’ warfare is being waged mainly with long-range artillery fire and weaponized 
drones, but the author’s insights about future ‘unconventional’ trends in warfare are still pertinent. However, 
the author is mistaken when he concludes that “‘big wars’ may be in decline”, but he is correct in observing 
that new technological systems are required to “reinvent war” because “outside explicitly military conflicts, 
notions of war and peace, victory and defeat become similarly hazy” (p. 223).  The author is a London-based 
political scientist and senior associate fellow at the Royal United Services Institute. 

Table of Contents: Introduction; The Renaissance of Weaponisation; Part 1: Ain’t Gonna Study (Shooting) War No More; 
The Deweaponisation of Warfare?; Soldiering-plus and Gig Geopolitics; Part II: Business, and Other Crimes; Business; 
Buying Friends and Influencing People; Crime; Part III: War is All Around Us; Life; Law; Information; Culture; Part IV: 
Welcome to the Future; Weaponised Instability; Learning to Love the Permanent, Bloodless War.  

Mick Ryan, War Transformed: The Future of Twenty-First Century Great Power Competition and Conflict 
(Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press, 2022), 312 pp., US $ 39.95 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-6824-7741-0.

This is a highly insightful and important account by a retired Major-General in the Australian Army about 
the future of warfare. It is especially pertinent in the aftermath of the COVID-19 pandemic, which, as the 
author observes, has ushered in a new “era of accelerations” in the form of “the fourth Industrial Revolu-
tion, pinned by rapid technological development across the fields of information technology, biotechnology, 
space, communications, and many others. The COVID-19 pandemic is providing a ‘supercharging’ function 
in some of these areas, driving change at an unanticipated pace. This, combined with the impact of the ongo-
ing disruptions in our environment, will fundamentally change the structure and resilience of societies and 
how they interact, as well as the way nations compete and make war” (p. 4). Regarding terrorism, the author 
observes that surveillance technologies across multiple spectra enable “around-the-clock surveillance across 
the battlespace” of ‘conventional forces,’ but not the “actions of low-technology insurgents [i.e., terrorists – 
JS] in the urban or rural environments”, with “No platform in the inventory” able to “see the intentions of a 
group of insurgents or the strategies of regional terrorist leaders” (p. 90). The author presciently concludes 
this excellent account by noting that “We must better understand the types of competitions and wars we will 
face in this new age of war. We need to develop the adaptive mindset to keep pace with threats and keep at 
bay the major threats to our societies” (p. 225). The author is a retired Major General in the Australian army, 
and an adjunct fellow at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, in Washington, DC. 

Table of Contents: Introduction; Revolutions and Military Change; Future War: New-Era Competition and Conflict; Insti-
tutions, Ideas, and Future Military Effectiveness; People in Future Competition and War; Conclusion: War Is Transforming 
(Again); Epilogue: A Changing Nature of War?

About the Reviewer: Dr. Joshua Sinai is the Book Reviews Editor of ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’. He can be 
reached at: Joshua.sinai@comcast.net.


