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Words of Welcome from the Editors 

Dear Reader, 

We are pleased to announce the release of Volume XVI, Issue 4 (August 2022) of Perspectives on Terrorism 
(ISSN 2334-3745). Our independent online journal is an Open Access publication of the Terrorism Re-
search Initiative (TRI), Vienna, and the Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) of Leiden Univer-
sity’s Campus in The Hague. All past and recent issues can be found at: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/
perspectives-on-terrorism. 

Perspectives on Terrorism (PoT) is indexed by JSTOR, SCOPUS, and Google Scholar where it ranks No. 3 
of journals in the field of Terrorism Studies. Jouroscope™, the directory of scientific journals, has listed PoT 
as one of the top ten journals in the category free open access journals in social sciences, with a Q1 ranking. 
Now in its 16th year of publication, PoT has close to 8,000 registered subscribers and many more occasional 
readers and website visitors in academia, government and civil society worldwide. The Articles of its six an-
nual issues are fully peer-reviewed by external referees while its Research Notes and other content are subject 
to internal editorial quality control. 

The current issue features three Articles. The first, The Contagion and Copycat Effect in Transnational 
Far-right Terrorism: An Analysis of Language Evidence, by Julia Kupper, Tanya Karoli Christensen, Dakota 
Wing, Marlon Hurt, Matthew Schumacher and Reid Meloy, shows in great detail how social media provid-
ed an eco-system for contagion and the spread of copycat crimes by ten lone actors from the extreme right. 
The second article, by Joe Whittaker, Rethinking Online Radicalization, argues that the distinction between 
online and offline no longer makes much sense as “most people are either online or in a state of online 
readiness 24/7.” The third article, Terrorism Experts’ Predictions Regarding the Effects of the COVID-19 
Pandemic on the Activities of Violent Non-State Actors, by Yannick Veilleux-Lepage, Tommy van Steen, and 
Maria-Elena Kisyova present findings based on 142 responses to a questionnaire sent out by the authors. 

The Resources section features, in its CT-Bookshelf, eleven short reviews by our book reviews editor, 
Joshua Sinai. Our information resources editor, Judith Tinnes, offers in her Resources List for Terrorism 
Research: Journals, Websites, Bibliographies a unique instrument for researchers in the field of (counter-) 
terrorism studies. Associate Editor Berto Jongman contributes another of his wide-ranging surveys of re-
cent online resources on terrorism and related subjects. 

In Announcements, Olivia Kearney presents her regular “Conference Calendar. There is also a job vacancy 
announcement, since Olivia has moved to another field of research. Finally, the brief About Perspectives 
on Terrorism section lists the people behind the journal and their tasks.

The texts of the current issue of Perspectives on Terrorism have been selected and prepared by Alex Schmid 
and James Forest, the journal’s principal editors, with the help of our Associate Editors. Editorial Assistant 
Jodi Moore handled proof-reading, while the technical online launch of the August 2022 issue of our jour-
nal has been in the hands of our Associate Editor for IT, Audrey J. Vrolijk (ISGA, The Hague).

https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/perspectives-on-terrorism
https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/perspectives-on-terrorism

