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Resources
Counterterrorism Bookshelf: 11 Books on Terrorism & 
Counter- Terrorism-Related Subjects 
Reviewed by Joshua Sinai 

So many books are published on terrorism- and counterterrorism-related subjects that it is difficult to catch 
up on a large backlog of monographs and volumes received for review. In order to deal with this backlog, this 
column consists of capsule reviews and tables of contents of eleven recently published books.

Terrorism – General

Mia Bloom and Sophia Moskalenko, Pastels and Pedophiles: Inside the Mind of QAnon (Stanford, CA: 
Redwood Press/An Imprint of Stanford University Press, 2021), 256 pp., US $ 20.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 
978-1-5036-3029-1.

This is an excellently analyzed account of QAnon, the leading Internet-based far-right conspiracy move-
ment which first emerged in the United States in October 2017, but now has extended world-wide. As the 
authors explain, QAnon is “a baseless conspiracy theory from the darkest underbelly of the Internet” (p 
1), which “conceives that former President Trump is fighting a battle against a ‘deep-state’ cabal of Dem-
ocratic saboteurs who worship Satan and traffic children for sex or for their blood” (p. 2). It is a danger-
ous terrorism-linked movement, the authors observe, with “1 out of 10 people arrested at the Capitol [on 
January 6, 2021 – JS]…connected to the QAnon conspiracy theory” (p. 172). The authors wisely conclude 
that “Whatever happens to QAnon in the United States, as long as the Republican Party does not disavow 
it, it will not completely disappear. QAnon has seeped into the religious sphere, the political sphere, and 
the international sphere; we will be dealing with the challenges associated with QAnon for years to come” 
(p. 174). Mia Bloom is professor at Georgia State University. Sophia Moskalenko is a psychologist studying 
mass identity, inter-group conflict, and conspiracy theories.

Table of Contents: Loony Lies and Conspiracies: Making Sense of QAnon; January 6, 2021: Capitol Hill, the Failed Insur-
rection; Red-Pilling, Right-Wing Conspiracies, and Radicalization; Life After Q; Contagion; FaQs. 

Daveed Gartenstein-Ross and Thomas Joscelyn, Enemies Near & Far: How Jihadist Groups Strategize, 
Plot and Learn (New York, NY: Columbia University Press, 2022), 512 pp., US $ 120.00 [Hardcover], US $ 
30.00 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-2311-9525-6.

Utilizing primary sources from al Qaida and ISIS, the authors argue that jihadist terrorist groups are 
‘learning organizations’ at both strategic and tactical levels of asymmetric warfare against their more pow-
erful adversaries. They are also technologically innovative in their warfare, such as in utilizing the internet 
to radicalize lone actor adherents into conducting terrorist operations on their own. Much of the book is a 
comprehensive, and detailed account of terrorist operations by al Qaida and ISIS, which is a major contri-
bution to the literature on these organizations’ warfare methods. Regarding future trends, the authors con-
clude that AQ’s and IS’ evolution will depend on three factors: where they will operate geographically, how 
they will “present themselves to the outside world”, and how “the competition between al-Qaeda and ISIS” 
will evolve (p. 385). Technologically, the two organizations are likely to embark on weaponized drones and 
artificial intelligence (AI) algorithms in their Internet communications and messaging (pp. 390-394). With 
the rise of the Taliban to power in Afghanistan, its continued closeness to al Qaida, and the internecine 
conflict between the Taliban and ISIS, it will be interesting to observe how the relationship between these 
jihadist organizations will play out and affect their capability to continue to exert themselves against their 
‘near’ and ‘far’ state adversaries. This book is recommended as an excellent resource to understand evolv-
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ing terrorist warfare trends. Daveed Gartenstein-Ross is the founder of Valens Global and a senior adviser 
at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies. Thomas Joscelyn is a senior fellow at the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies, where he is also senior editor of the Long War Journal.

Table of Contents: The Fire Next Time; Learning to Win; The Far-Enemy Strategy; The Unfriendly Skies: Plots Against 
Aviation; The Early Adopter: Anwar al-Awlaki in the Digital Space; Strategic Learning: Al-Qaeda and Jihadism in the 
Arab Spring; The Islamic State’s Rise and Rule; The Fitna: ISIS versus al-Qaeda; How al-Qaeda Survived the War in Af-
ghanistan; ISIS’s External Operations: A Study in Innovation; The Past and Future of Jihadist Organizational Learning. 

Mark Juergensmeyer, When God Stops Fighting: How Religious Violence Ends (Oakland, CA: University 
of California Press, 2022), 196 pp., US $ 85.00 [Hardcover], US $ 21.95 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-5203-
8473-6.

This is an interesting, although brief, account about the mindsets and ideologies of religiously motivated 
violent militants associated with the Islamic State (ISIS) in Iraq, the Sikh Khalistan movement in India’s 
Punjab, and the Moro movement for a Muslim Mindanao in the Philippines. As the author explains, he is 
especially interested in understanding the internal and external conditions driving such violent religious 
movements to “terminate, or [how they – JS] are transformed into more peaceful elements within the 
broader society” (p. viii). The internal conditions, he argues, “can be clustered around three categories: a 
loss of faith in the movement’s vision; fractures in the communal consensus of the organization, and the 
awareness of alternative opportunities that provide new hope” (p. 120). The external conditions are driv-
en by “How authorities respond to militant movements.…” (p. 130). The three case studies that form the 
book’s account yield important generalizations that might also apply to other violent religious movements 
around the world, making this an important contribution to the literature on this subject. The author is 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus of Sociology and Global Studies at the University of California, Santa 
Barbara and William F. Podlich Distinguished Fellow at Claremont McKenna College. 

Table of Contents: Preface; The Trajectory of Imagined Wars; The Apocalyptic War of the Islamic State; The Militant Strug-
gle of Mindanao Muslims; The Fight for Khalistan in India’s Punjab; How Imagined Wars End.

Costantino Pischedda, Conflict Among Rebels: Why Insurgent Groups Fight Each Other (New York, NY: 
Columbia University Press, 2020), 264 pp., US $ 140.00 [Hardcover], US $ 35.00 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-
2311-9867-7.

This is a conceptually innovative, empirically-based account of why insurgent groups fighting a common 
state adversary tend to clash against each other rather than cooperate in their struggle against their com-
mon enemy. This phenomenon is examined in the cases of civil wars in Iraq, Ethiopia, Lebanon, Sri Lanka, 
and Syria. Some of the author’s findings are that insurgent groups that consider themselves to be stronger 
than their rivals decide it might be an opportune time to eliminate their weaker rivals. Some findings can 
be challenged, such as a conclusion that “when inter-rebel war is ongoing, it is in the interest of counterin-
surgents not to increase military pressure on the rebels lest they stop squabbling against each other, due to 
the threat posed by government forces” (p. 173). Overall, the book’s empirically generated evidence pres-
ents valuable data for further application and testing of cases where several insurgent groups are fighting 
each other as well as the. The author is assistant professor of political science at the University of Miami. 

Table of Contents: Wars Within Wars; Windows of Opportunity, Windows of Vulnerability, and Inter-rebel War; Inter-reb-
el War in the Shadow of Genocide: The Kurdish Insurgencies in Iraq; Parallel Paths to Ethnic Hegemony: Insurgencies in 
Ethiopia’s Eritrea and Tigray; Inter-rebel War in Lebanon, Sri Lanka, and Syria; Are Co-ethnic Rebel Groups More Likely 
to Fight Each Other? A Statistical Test; Conclusions. 
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David C. Rapoport, Waves of Global Terrorism: From 1879 to the Present (New York, NY: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 2022), 449 pp., US $ 140.00 [Hardcover], US $ 35.00 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-2311-3303-6.

When the author’s article on the four historical waves of modern terrorism first appeared around 2003, 
it quickly became one of the preeminent conceptual frameworks in the academic field to understand 
how distinct historical waves shaped the evolution of terrorism from the 1880s to the early 2000s. In this 
long-awaited book, the author examines in greater detail the dynamics of each historical wave in terms of 
their causes, tactics, weapons, targets, and objectives. Readers will appreciate David C. Rapoport’s updated 
timeframe for the fifth historical wave, which he argues emerged around 2020, consisting of far-right-wing 
white supremacist terrorism. It is also noteworthy, as he had observed earlier, that each historical wave 
might stretch into its next wave; such is the case with the religious fundamentalist fourth wave, which 
continues to express itself to this day. The author is distinguished professor emeritus of political science 
at the University of California, Los Angeles and the founding editor of the journal Terrorism and Political 
Violence.

Table of Contents: Introduction; Terrorism Before the Global Form: From the First Century to the Twentieth; The First 
Wave: Anarchist, 1879–1920s; The Second Wave: Anticolonial, 1919–1960s; The Third Wave: New Left, 1960s–1990s; The 
Fourth Wave: Religious, 1979–2020s?; Conclusion: The Fifth Wave?

Terrorism – Psychology

Neil Shortland, The Psychology of Terrorism (New York, NY: Routledge, 2021), 126 pp., US $ 124.00 
[Hardcover], US $ 11.96 [Paperback], ISBN: 978-0-3673-5331-5.

This short book is a terrific examination of the psychology of terrorism, especially why some individuals 
might be more susceptible than others to becoming violent militants - whether as members of a terrorist 
group or as lone actors. As the author explains, “instead of a linear radicalization process governing in-
volvement in terrorism,” one needs to examine “processes that govern general behavior,” which are “based 
on the individuals’ social and environmental experiences and influences and leads them to believe that 
terrorist behavior satisfies a psychological need” (p. 54). Also worthy is the author’s examination of the 
factors that might influence individuals to disengage from terrorism, and his discussion of the Terrorist 
Radicalization Assessment Protocol-18 (TRAP-18) to assess the warning signs that might indicate that 
a susceptible individual might be transitioning along a pathway to terrorist violence, which is applied to 
the case of Dylann S. Roof, the lone actor terrorist who killed nine Black people in the Charleston church 
shooting in South Carolina on June 17, 2015. The author is Director of the Center for Terrorism and Secu-
rity Studies, University of Massachusetts Lowell, USA.

Table of Contents: What is terrorism?; Who is a terrorist?; Why do people become terrorists?; Can people stop being ter-
rorists?; Can we stop terrorism?; Conclusion.

Terrorism – Root Causes

Christopher Blattman, Why We Fight: The Roots of War and the Paths to Peace (New York, NY: Viking/
An Imprint of Penguin Random House, 2022), 400 pp., US $ 32.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 978-1-9848-8157-1. 

This is an interesting account of the causes of starting wars, whether between ethnic and religious commu-
nities in civil wars, or between states. Applying the principles of game theory – the study of mathematical 
models of strategic interactions among rational actors – the author, an economist, formulates five reasons 
for initiating wars: unchecked interests, intangible incentives, the collapse of bargains due to uncertainty 
about the other side’s intentions, a commitment problem in accepting a possible compromise, and mis-
conceptions that lead to demonizing one’s adversary (pp. 14-15). While the author is correct in noting 
that “Things like poverty, scarcity, natural resources, climate change, ethnic fragmentation, polarization, 
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injustices, and arms” do not “ignite fighting in the first place” (p. 16), at least in the case of the root causes 
underlying terrorist insurgencies, this view requires some modification since terrorist leaders capitalize on 
such underlying conditions. The author is the Ramalee E. Pearson Professor of Global Conflict Studies at 
the University of Chicago, where he co-leads the Development Economics Center and directs the Obama 
Foundation Scholars program.

Table of Contents: Introduction; Part I: The Roots of War; Why We Don’t Fight; Unchecked Interests; Intangible Incen-
tives; Uncertainty; Commitment Problems; Misperceptions; Part II: The Paths to Peace; Interdependence; Checks and 
Balances; Rules of Enforcement; Interventions; Wayward Paths to War and Peace; Conclusion: The Peacemeal Engineer.

Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, How Democracies Die (New York, NY: Broadway Books, 2019), 320 
pp, US $ 17.00 [Paperback], 978-1-52476294-0.

This is an important account of how democracies become threatened by internal authoritarian subversions 
that can potentially cause their decline and collapse. This subject is especially important today in countries 
such as the United States, where former President Donald Trump’s refusal to accept his electoral defeat 
in the November 2020 elections have led his supporters to challenge the legitimacy of the country’s elec-
toral and judicial systems. Other countries that have tried to maintain their democratic political systems, 
such as Venezuela, Thailand, Turkey, Hungary, Poland, among others, are also discussed in this book. 
What are some of the indicators of anti-democratic authoritarian behaviors? The authors point to four key 
indicators: rejection of (or weak commitment to) democratic rules of the game, denial of the legitimacy 
of political opponents, toleration or encouragement of violence, and readiness to curtail civil liberties of 
opponents, including media (pp. 23-24). The authors conclude with two central lesson, namely that when 
democracy works “it has relied upon two norms that we often take for granted – mutual tolerance and 
institutional forbearance” (p. 212). This account’s indicators of democratic breakdown and the solutions 
required to fix them are important insights because political breakdowns are generally accompanied by a 
rise of terrorist insurgencies – which is the case in the United States today – making this book a valuable 
contribution to the literature on the root causes of terrorism as well. Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt are 
professors of government at Harvard University. 

Table of Contents: Introduction; Fateful Alliances; Gatekeeping in America; The Great Republican Abdication; Subverting 
Democracy; The Guardrails of Democracy; The Unwritten Rules of American Politics; The Unraveling; Trump Against the 
Guardrails; Saving Democracy.

Barbara F. Walter, How Civil Wars Start – and How to Stop Them (New York, NY: Crown/An Imprint of 
Random House, 2022), 320 pp., US $ 27.00 [Hardcover], ISBN: 97-0-5931-3778-9.

This is an empirically-based account of how civil wars start in a variety of political systems, ranging from 
authoritarian to democratic. Focusing on the subject of civil wars is significant, the author points out, be-
cause over the past three decades the number of active civil wars around the world has almost doubled (pp. 
10-11). To examine these issues, the author examines “the conditions that give rise to, and define, modern 
civil war” (p. xviii). One finding is that in democratic systems, the risk of civil war becomes possible “the 
moment it becomes less democratic,” which is marked by “fewer executive restraints, weaker rule of law, 
diminished voting rights” (p. 22). In the conclusion, the author recommends that, at least in the case of 
the United States, “The best way to neutralize a budding insurgency is to reform a degraded government, 
bolster the rule of law, give all citizens equal access to the vote, and improve the quality of government ser-
vices” (p. 209). The author is Professor of International Relations at the School of Global Policy and Strate-
gy at the University of California, San Diego.

Table of Contents: Introduction; The Danger of Anocracy; The Rise of Factions; The Dark Consequences of Losing Status; 
When Hope Dies; The Accelerant; How Close Are We?; What a War Would Look Like; Preventing a Civil War. 
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Terrorism – Canada

Phil Gurski, The Peaceable Kingdom: A History of Terrorism in Canada from Confederation to the Pres-
ent (Ottawa, Canada: Borealis Threat and Risk Consulting Ltd., 2021), 262 pp., US $ 20.00 [Paperback], 
ISBN: 1-7-7748-431-6.

This is the only up-to-date comprehensive and detailed account of Canada’s experience with terrorism, 
which began following the country’s independence in 1867. The book’s chapters discuss how terrorism is 
treated in Canadian law, the government agencies tasked with investigating and preventing terrorism, the 
types of nationalist and ethnic terrorism threatening the country (including the no longer active mili-
tant Quebec independence groups), the threats presented by current Islamist and far-right terrorism, and 
future trends. What makes this book so indispensable is the author’s extensive practitioner experience as a 
retired senior analyst in the Canadian government’s intelligence service, which gives the book an insider’s 
perspective on the details of the terrorist threat and how the government’s counterterrorism campaigns 
have been conducted. In the chapter on “Counterterrorism Challenges,” Phil Gursky discusses the Cana-
dian counterterrorism agencies’ relationships with foreign partners, the use of human sources and agents, 
how to utilize intelligence, how to handle large data volumes and encryption, how to allocate intelligence 
resources in investigating and preventing terrorism, and the need to obtain public – and especially local 
community – support in implementing counterterrorism measures. The author concludes this excellent 
account with the observation that while terrorism in Canada is “infrequent,” the government and the pop-
ulation still need to be vigilant in ensuring that it does not become more severe. The author is President 
and CEO of Borealis Threat and Risk Consulting. He worked as a senior strategic analyst at CSIS (Canadi-
an Security Intelligence Service) from 2001 to 2015, specializing in violent Islamist-inspired homegrown 
terrorism and radicalization. 

Table of Contents: Foreword by Ward Elcock, former Director of CSIS; Introduction; The Canadian Counterterrorism 
Landscape; Ethno-Nationalist Terrorism in Canada; Islamist Terrorism; Other Forms of Terrorism; Counterterrorism 
Challenges; Conclusion: Final Thoughts.

Andrew Kirsch, I Was Never Here: My True Canadian Spy Story of Coffees, Code Names and Covert 
Operations in the Age of Terrorism (Vancouver, BC, Canada: Page Two, 2022), 240 pp., US $ 26.00 [Hard-
cover]; ISBN: 978-1-7745-8133-9.
This is a fascinating and dramatic insider’s account by a former intelligence operative in the Canadian Se-
curity Intelligence Service (CSIS) recalling his career as a counterterrorism operations officer. As a young 
intelligence officer, he learned how to utilize code names for sources, how to use an alias in public during 
investigations, and how to deploy special operations teams and surveillance technologies to investigate ter-
rorism-related cases. This is followed by his account of terrorism cases he worked on involving Canadian 
Islamists who plotted to carry out attacks in Canada or became foreign fighters on behalf of jihadist groups 
in Syria. After leaving CSIS, the author worked as a Department Security Officer (DSO) in the Ontario Of-
fice of the Provincial Security Advisor. Currently he is a security consultant in Toronto.
Table of Contents: Introduction; The World’s Second-Oldest Profession; The Long Road of Recruitment; Spy University; 
Analyst Life; In the Field; New to the Community; My Guy; Back of the Van; Wait, I’m in Charge? The Best Job in the 
World; A Delicate Imbalance; In from the Cold.

About the Reviewer: Dr. Joshua Sinai is the Book Reviews Editor of ‘Perspectives on Terrorism’. He can be 
reached at: Joshua.sinai@comcast.net.


