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With this volume, the authors seek to “fill the gap between the theoretical and empirical academic liter-
ature and the broader public literature in a way that is accessible.” (p. 3) They do so by employing multi-
disciplinary methods and techniques from history, psychology, economics, business, and political science. 
Unlike some other volumes that tout new revelations in understanding terrorism but are often old wine in 
new bottles, in this book the authors credit foundational works in terrorism studies—for example, David 
C. Rapoport’s theoretical work on four historical waves of modern terrorism. The Irrational Terrorist & 
Other Persistent Terrorism Myths recognizes that the scholarly research on terrorism has both the depth 
and breadth needed to credibly refute outdated or simply incorrect assumptions and thereby inform poli-
cy-making. Armed with a solid basis in both history and theory of terrorism, the authors tackle many per-
sistent myths and false assumptions, including the belief that “terrorists are crazy, poor and uneducated” 
and “religious fundamentalism is the main cause of terrorism.” They also examine salient debates about 
the definition of terrorism, the role of the media, the organizational design of terrorist groups, and (very 
briefly) counterterrorism.

By applying models from economics and other academic disciplines, the authors utilize proven analytical 
techniques to refute myths in their effort to correct the record. However, the use of these models necessari-
ly imports some of the weaknesses and assumptions from those disciplines. For example, economic models 
assume that people are rational actors motivated by self-interest and equipped by perfect information to 
make well-calculated trade-offs in their decision-making. Similarly, terrorism is frequently defined as a 
type of political violence, so it is difficult to accept the authors’ claim that they can “refrain from discussing 
politically motivated views and perceptions of the phenomenon of terrorism.” (p. 24) There are often na-
tional and political interests in keeping the concept broad and vague, and as long as myths about terrorism 
have value in the political marketplace, some myths will survive. Further, it is often easier to make coun-
terterrorism policy focused on a narrow political interpretation of the threat rather than confront a more 
complex reality. By combining economic and political science analyses, the authors could have helped 
explain why sticking to some myths can in fact be a rational choice.

Finally, the authors include a relatively short chapter on counterterrorism myths, which would have been 
much better as the beginning chapter of a separate companion volume. A much more expansive analysis 
and evaluation of the many myths of counterterrorism, particularly one that incorporates cases from a 
wider variety of countries and conflicts, would surely be welcome by the policy and research communities.

Despite these points, The Irrational Terrorist & Other Persistent Terrorism Myths treats its topic with com-
petence. It is a valuable contribution to terrorism studies and the bibliography alone is worth the purchase.
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