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Words of Welcome from the Editors
Dear Reader,
We are pleased to announce the release of Volume XIV, Issue 5 (October 2020) of Perspectives on Terrorism
(ISSN 2334-3745). Our independent online journal is an Open Access publication of the Terrorism Research
Initiative (TRI), Vienna, and the Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) of Leiden University’s Campus
in The Hague. All past and recent issues are freely available online at URL: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/
perspectives-on-terrorism .
Perspectives on Terrorism (PoT) is indexed by JSTOR, SCOPUS, and Google Scholar. Now in its fourteenth
year, it has more than 9,100 registered subscribers and many more occasional readers and website visitors in
academia, government and civil society. The Articles of its six annual issues are fully peer-reviewed by external
referees while its Research Notes and other content are subject to internal editorial quality control.
The current issue features seven Articles. The opening article by Brigitte Nacos, Robert Y. Shapiro, and Yaeli
Bloch-Elkon takes a closer look at the relationship between aggressive rhetoric and political violence, based
on a study of U.S. President Trump’s Twitter messages and their repercussions in America’s polarized society.
The second article by Håvard Haugstvedt and Jan Otto Jacobsen provides a systematic analysis of the use of
armed drones by terrorists, based on their study of more than 400 attacks worldwide. The third article by
Adesoji Adelaja and Justin George is also quantitative in nature, identifying a positive relationship between
high levels of youth unemployment and domestic terrorism. The fourth article by Niyazi Ekici and Huseyin
Akdogan, using advanced statistical techniques, looks at the formation of perceptions about terrorism among
Turkish students. Next, Shandon Harris-Hogan, Lorne L. Dawson and Amarnath Amarasingam compare the
experiences of Australia and Canada with terrorism in the present century and find remarkable parallels. In
a sixth article, Michael Shkolnik explores why some militant groups manage to wage sustained insurgencies
while other do not, based on regression analyses of 246 militant groups operating between 1970 and 2007.
Finally, Anouar Boukhars explores why some extremist groups in Africa target mainly government forces
while others show a preference for killing civilians.
These articles are followed by a remarkable Research Note from the hands of Ari Ben-Am and Gabriel
Weimann. They show how secular far-right extremists have also begun a cult of martyrs and saints, emulating
how religious terrorist groups instrumentalize and glorify murderers to stimulate vulnerable individual actors
to follow them in order to achieve some ‘holy’ status among ‘true believers’.
Our Resources section open with the CT-Bookshelf wherein our Book Reviews Editor Joshua Sinai provides
abbreviated reviews of 19 new publications. This is followed by a detailed review of Aaron Zelin’s volume Your
Sons are at Your Service: Tunisia’s Missionaries of Jihad (New York: Columbia University Press, 2020) by Fabio
Merone, and Aaron Zelin’s review of The ISIS Reader: Milestone Texts of the Islamic State Movement, edited
by Haroro J. Ingram, Craig Whiteside, and Charlie Winter (Hurst Publishers, 2020).. The section includes
an extensive bibliography on Democracy and Terrorism by Information Resources Editor Judith Tinnes, the
product of browsing manually more than 200 sources in the field of Terrorism Studies. The reader will also find
in this issue the regular overview of new web-based resources on terrorism and related subjects by Associate
Editor Berto Jongman as well as a Conference Calendar by Editorial Assistant Olivia Kearney.
The articles and other texts of the current issue of Perspectives on Terrorism have been edited by James Forest
and Alex Schmid, the journal’s principal editors. Associate Editor Aaron Zelin and John Morrison have
supervised peer reviews since the previous issue. Editorial Assistant Jodi Moore handled proof-reading, while
the technical online launch of the October 2020 issue of our journal has been in the hands of Associate Editor
for IT Christine Boelema Robertus.
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