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Welcome from the Editors 

Dear Reader, 

We are pleased to announce the release of Volume XIII, Issue 5 (October 2019) of Perspectives on Terrorism, 
available now at: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/PoT. 

Our free and independent online journal is a publication of the Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI) and the 
Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) of Leiden University’s Campus The Hague. Now in its thirteenth 
year, Perspectives on Terrorism has over 8,600 regular e-mail subscribers and many more occasional readers 
and website visitors worldwide. The Articles of its six annual issues are fully peer reviewed by external referees 
while its Research and Policy Notes, Special Correspondence and other content are subject to internal editorial 
quality control. 

This issue begins with a research article by James Piazza and Gary LaFree in which analysis of terrorist incidents 
from 1970 to 2016 reveals that attacks by Islamist groups produce fewer casualties than attacks by non-Islamist 
religious groups, and that Islamic diaspora communities impose tactical restraints on terrorist organizations 
with which they are linked. This is followed by Saimum Parvez’s analysis of Islamic State’s violent activities and 
narratives in Bangladesh, and an examination of Islamic State’s propaganda by Nate Rosenblatt, Charlie Winter 
and Rajan Basra. In the next article, Sandy Schumann, Isabelle van der Vegt, Paul Gill and Bart Schuurman 
make a compelling argument in favour of open source and replicable research in terrorism studies. Lorne 
Dawson follows with an exploration of how terrorists articulate their own motivations behind terrorist attacks, 
and Veera Singam Kalicharan concludes this section with his analysis of the Islamic State’s relationship with 
the terrorist group Abu Sayyaf.  

This issue of Perspectives on Terrorism also features three Research Notes, beginning with Caitlin Ambrozik’s 
introduction of a new dataset on countering violent extremism efforts worldwide. This is followed by a look at 
profiles of Islamist militants in Bangladesh by Shafi Md Mostofa and Natalie Doyle, and the section concludes 
with Anton Weenink’s exploration of what police files reveal about mental health issues among jihadists in the 
Netherlands.

The Resources section includes our regular contributions from Joshua Sinai (book reviews), Judith Tinnes 
(bibliography), Ryan Scrivens (theses), Berto Jongman (web resources), and Reinier Bergema (conference 
calendar), as well as book reviews by Anthony Richards, Edward Valla and Christine Boelema Robertus. 

The current issue of Perspectives on Terrorism was prepared by Co-Editor James J.F. Forest and Associate 
Editor Rashmi Singh, with the assistance of Alex P. Schmid, the Editor-in-Chief of the journal, our Associate 
Editor for IT Christine Boelema Robertus, and Editorial Assistants Jodi Moore and Brody McDonald.


