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Welcome from the Editors
Dear Reader,
We are pleased to announce the release of Volume XII, Issue 3 (June 2018) of Perspectives on Terrorism,
available at our new online home: https://www.universiteitleiden.nl/pot. Please note that the journal’s old
website (http://www.terrorismanalysts.com) will remain online as an archives only site for a while longer, but
will eventually be closed down. Readers will want to update bookmarks and reference links accordingly.
Our free and independent online journal is a publication of the Terrorism Research Initiative (TRI) and the
Institute of Security and Global Affairs (ISGA) of Leiden University’s Campus The Hague. Now in its twelfth
year, Perspectives on Terrorism has over 7,900 regular subscribers and many more occasional readers and
website visitors worldwide. The Articles of its six annual issues are fully peer reviewed by external referees
while its Research and Policy Notes, Special Correspondence and other content are subject to internal editorial
quality control.
Here is a brief look at the contents of the current issue:
The first article by Deven Parekh, Amarnath Amarasingam, Lorne Dawson and Derek Ruths offers a detailed
critique of Twitter data collection methods and propose suggestions for improving the collection of data
in future research on terrorists use of social media. Then Ariel Koch examines the impact of Islamic State
beheading videos among jihadists and other extremists. Next, Adesoji Adelaja, Abdullahi Labo and Eva Penar
examine how the Nigerian public’s views about the root causes and objectives of Boko Haram differ from those
of the government. And in our final article of this issue a team of researchers at the International Center for
Study of Violent Extremism (ICSVE’s) report on their recent Facebook ad-campaign aimed at raising awareness
about the realities of living under ISIS and protecting vulnerable potential recruits from considering joining.
This issue of Perspectives on Terrorism also features a Research Note by Kendall Bianchi, examining how
Hezbollah uses interpretations of dreams as a source of inspiration and justification for martyrdom. The issue
also contains a Special Correspondence by Jacob Zenn, responding to a critique of his work published in the
April 2018 issue of the journal.
In the Resources section readers will find a column of 50 short book reviews by Joshua Sinai, followed by an
extensive bibliography compiled by the journal’s Information Resources Editor, Judith Tinnes. This is followed
by a detailed list of recent online, open-source publications on terrorism and counterterrorism, compiled by
web analyst Berto Jongman, and a new conference monitor/calendar of events compiled by our new Assistant
Editor for Conference Monitoring Reinier Bergema.
The current issue of Perspectives on Terrorism was jointly prepared by Editor James J.F. Forest and Associate
Editor Bart Schuurman, with assistance from Prof. em. Alex P. Schmid, the Editor-in-Chief of the journal.
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