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Dear Reader,

We are pleased to announce the release of Volume VIII, Issue 4 (August 2014) of Perspectives on Terrorism at 
www.terrorismanalysts.com. Our free online journal is a joint publication of the Terrorism Research 
Initiative (TRI), headquartered in Vienna, and the Center for Terrorism and Security Studies (CTSS), 
headquartered at the University of Massachusetts’ Lowell campus.

Now in its eighth year, Perspectives on Terrorism has over 4,300 regular subscribers and many times more 
occasional readers worldwide. The Articles of its six annual issues are fully peer-reviewed by external referees 
while its Research Notes, Resource and Book Reviews sections are subject to internal editorial review. 

We begin this issue by announcing Dr. Tricia Bacon as the winner of the competition for the “Best 
Dissertation on Terrorism and Counter-Terrorism published in 2013”. The Jury’s report also provides the 
honorable mention of authors whose theses were judged second and third best. A summary of Dr. Bacon’s 
thesis is provided as the first research article in this issue, in which she examines alliance behaviour among 
terrorist networks and the vulnerabilities that come with alliances. This is followed by an article by Stephen 
McGrath and Paul Gill examining the relationship of terrorist groups’ attack patterns and participation 
of front organisations in democratic electoral contests. Next Arie Perliger shows in his article how a 
sympathetic, supportive community is essential for a terrorist network’s durability.

Our Research Notes section begins with insights from Tom Keatinge on the various sources of financing that 
are sustaining the conflict in Syria. This is followed by a Special Research Notes Section, assembled by guest 
editor Bart Schuurman of the Center for Terrorism and Counterterrorism (CTC) in the Netherlands. He and 
his colleagues provide four case studies of jihadist-related terrorism that draw heavily from primary source 
materials. Three of these focus on homegrown jihadist groups in the Netherlands, Germany and Australia, 
while the fourth examines the backgrounds of Dutch jihadists who travelled to Syria as “foreign fighters”.

Dr. Judith Tinnes has compiled an extensive bibliography on Islamist narratives and Western counter-
narratives, and Eric Price has compiled a bibliography on state-sponsored terrorism and assassinations. Book 
reviews by Jeff Victoroff and Jacqueline Bates-Gaston can be found in Section IV of this issue. Finally, our 
book reviews editor, Joshua Sinai, presents summary reviews of 47 new publications in the field of terrorism 
and counterterrorism.

The current issue of Perspectives on Terrorism was prepared at the University of Massachusetts at Lowell. The 
October issue will be assembled by Editor-in-Chief, Prof. em. Alex P. Schmid.

Sincerely,

Professor James J.F. Forest 
Co-Editor, Perspectives on Terrorism
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