MA ARABIC AND ISLAMIC STUDIES PROGRAMME
FALL 2021
29 August – 16 December
Programme Outline
Desciption
The MA Semester Arabic & Islamic Studies at NVIC is a 30 ECTS programme targeted at MA students in
Arabic & Islamic Studies of affiliated Dutch and Flemish universities. It is designed to expand and perfect
the students’ oral and written skills in Modern Standard and Egyptian Colloquial Arabic, as well as their
knowledge of the literature and social, political, and religious phenomena of the Arab world and Egypt in
particular. The programme is designed to be complementary to the programmes of participating
universities in Flanders and the Netherlands. The NVIC offers the students more practical experience
than s/he is able to gain in Flanders or the Netherlands. Additionally, the research skills of the student are
further developed, particularly in reference to the writing of an MA dissertation. The MA Semester Arabic
& Islamic Studies is an intensive programme. Students are expected to attend and actively participate in
classes, and complete regular assignments.
Admission
Admission to the programme is subject to the following conditions:
1. The student has successfully completed a Bachelor in Arabic & Islamic or equivalent;
2. The student has the written permission of a lecturer at the home university to join the programme;
3. The student is registered at one of the affiliated universities during her/his stay in Cairo;
4. The student has acquired a basic proficiency in Egyptian Colloquial Arabic, more specifically the
equivalent of the first ten chapters of M. Woidich & R. Heinen-Nasr, Kullu Tamām: Inleiding tot de
Egyptische omgangstaal, Amsterdam 2000. This may be achieved as part of a curriculum or through
selfstudy.
Modules
Course module

Hours
/week

ECTS

Advanced Skills in Egyptian Colloquial Arabic
Advanced Skills in Modern Standard Arabic
Texts in Context I: Arabic Literature
Texts in Context II: History, Society and Religion
Research Seminar

5
10
5
5
5

TOTAL

30

Fall semester dates
(29 Aug – 16 Dec. 2021)
29 August: Orientation Day
30 August: classes begin
10-14 October: Mid-term exams
17-21 October: BREAK
24 October: classes recommence
5-9 December: STUVAC (Study vacation)
12-16 December: Final Exams
Costs and charges
Participants are charged EUR 160 at the beginning of the programme for course and study materials as
well as excursions within Cairo. Additional costs may be incurred for excursions outside of Cairo.
Students are expected to own a copy of the above-mentioned handbook and a dictionary.
About NVIC
The Netherlands-Flemish Institute in Cairo (NVIC) is an academic institute located on the island of
Zamalek, in the heart of Egypt’s bustling capital. It is one of five Dutch Scientific Institutes Abroad (NWIB)
and is supported by the Research Fund–Flanders (FWO–Vlaanderen). NVIC provides services to six
Dutch and two Flemish universities. It offers undergraduate and graduate programmes in Arabic & Islamic
Studies, Middle East Studies, and Egyptology & Archaeology. For more information on NVIC, its staff, its
activities, and its teaching programmes, visit http://www.institutes.leiden.edu/nvic/

Security and safety in Cairo
In all its activities, NVIC adheres to the security and travel advice of the Dutch and Belgian Embassies in
Egypt. We forward any travel or security notice to the students. The student’s stay in Cairo is, however,
voluntary and their own responsibility. NVIC is not accountable for any harm or damage caused by
students to third parties during their stay in Cairo, nor for any physical harm or material loss or damage
suffered by the students during their stay. Upon arrival, participants of the programme will be required to
sign an indemnification statement. Participants also agree to inform NVIC of any physical or psychological
condition that could cause problems during their stay in Cairo or harm NVIC in any way. This information
is treated confidentially. Travel and health insurance are not covered by the programme. Please inquire
with your public or private insurance provider and take the necessary measures.

Application/registration
Application forms must reach the institute (info@nvic.leidenuniv.nl) by 30 June.

