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Wednesday, the 11th of  January, 2023

It is widely acknowledged that medievalism as a set of  practices and experiences 
has an intense emotional dimension. This workshop will explore the 
transhistorical emotions underpinning medievalism: that is, feelings that are 
inseparably bound up with a perception or experience of, or desire for, contact 
with the medieval past. Transhistorical emotions register the passage of  time 
while also suspending and even transcending it. Of  these emotional states, the 
most fully examined has been nostalgia, but a broader range of  transhistorical 
feelings remains to be anatomised in order to understand the complexity of  our 
emotional encounters with the past. In this workshop we will explore the registers 
of  feeling that are intertwined in experiences of  medievalism, including the most 
under-explored dimension of  transhistorical feelings, mood. Through this 
exploration we will aim to understanding the powerful emotional hold the 
medieval past has continued to exert over the modern world.  
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