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INTRODUCTION 
 
In July 2001, the St. Lucia Archaeological and Historical Society invited us to undertake 
archaeological investigations on St. Lucia. The main purpose of the project was to 
familiarize the investigators with the archaeology of St. Lucia, and to investigate sites to 
establish a possible field school. Known sites around the island were visited.  The 2001 
campaign focused on the southeast coast between Micoud and Vieux Fort. The project was 
highly successful. New information was collected on all of the sites, several new sites were 
identified and mapped coordinates for all of the sites were recorded.   
 

Map of St. Lucia 
 
Following that initial investigation we decided that a long-term program of archaeological 
research in St. Lucia was needed. Our overall aim is to conduct thorough surveys along river 
drainages to identify unknown sites, and to continue testing sites that were known 
previously. The specific objective is to work within clearly defined areas of the island, rather 
than skipping around, and continue this work until most of the island has been examined. 
During this season we focused our efforts between Vieux Fort and Choiseul on the 
southwest coast. In this regard, we have now completed a 100% coastal survey from 
Micoud to Choiseul and have made a thorough survey of the river valleys on the southwest 
coast. Additional research along the river valleys between Micoud and Vieux Fort will be 
undertaken in future years. 

 
When we began this year’s survey there were 54 known pre-Columbian archaeological sites 
on the island. We relocated all of the known sites in the area we were covering and 
undertook two kinds of survey. First, a vehicle was driven along the roads that run parallel 
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to the main rivers in the area. The vehicle stopped at all of the level lands above the rivers 
and a walkover survey was conducted during which we looked for artefacts on the ground 
surface. The second type of survey involved walking transects either along the coast or 
along a river. This second type was conducted in areas where roads did not provide read
access to locations that we wanted to investigate. The topography of this area ranges from 
rolling hills near the coast up to deeply dissected river valleys where the ridgeline is in 
places no wider than the road. Subsurface testing was done at a number of sites to obtai
additional information on the vertical stratigraphy. 
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The result of our survey was the discovery of 56 previously unreported pre-Columbian 
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archaeological sites. Many of these sites consist of small scatters of pottery and isolated 
finds that reflect the use of an area, but not permanent settlement.  It may later turn out th
some of these sites actually are modern because it is often difficult to distinguish prehistoric
pottery from the modern earthenwares that remain in use today. Nevertheless, we observed 
at least four different kinds of sites: 1) places where particular resources were obtained and 
where one or a few artefacts was discarded; 2) sites with a few potsherds that may reflect 
farmshelters where temporary structures were located away from the main village for use 
during the agricultural cycle, such as the small structures used today for processing banana
3) hamlets at which there is a substantial scatter of pottery indicative of more permanent 
settlement by an extended family group (e.g., the site near Gayabois, LA15); and 4) villag
sites with pottery scatters that cover an extensive area.  Two interesting outcomes of the 
survey were the realization that early sites were located only on the coast with later sites a
located in the interior. Late period village sites were found up to 10 km inland (e.g., 
Saltibus, LA 23). These results are described in greater detail below. 

 
 o

shovel tests were conducted at sites on the Balembouche Estate (LA03), Black Bay (LA01
La Ressource (DE04), Belfond (SO06), and Park Estate (LA16) sites. The goal was to 
determine the depths of the deposits and to evaluate the integrity of these sites.  This 
information was needed to determine whether larger-scale excavations should be initi
the future. 

 
ion t

logical investigations. These terms refer to the study of modern life ways with an emphasi
on traditional and artisanal practices. Our goal was to preserve a record of these practices for 
the people of St. Lucia because they are quickly disappearing and being replaced by 
“modern” technologies. Video recordings and detailed descriptions were made of pot
making, cassava processing, and fish-trap manufacture. Copies of these digital recordings 
will be provided to the A&HS for dissemination to the education department. We also mad
a detailed recording of a structure used to process bananas near the village of La Haut. This 
later study was undertaken to gain a better understanding of the kinds of field structures used
during the agricultural cycle. In the past, these structures would have been inhabited for 
several days by people who had to walk to their fields. Their use today is more akin to to
sheds where farming implements are stored and the owners drive to the field in their trucks 
and return home at night. 
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Finally, hree graduate students from Leiden University (Alistair Bright, Iris Briels, and 
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This report is organized according to those categories. First we discuss the archaeological 
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Leonardo Pedrosa) stayed in St. Lucia to photo-document the A&HS archaeological 
collections in the depot at Vigie. The goal was to obtain digital images of the artefacts
collections to facilitate inter-site and inter-island comparisons. There is a real need to 
develop a better classification of the unique styles of pottery decoration found in the 
Windward Islands. In this respect the current project fits the ASPASIA project financ
the Netherlands Foundation of Scientific Research (NWO), headed by Dr. Hofman and 
partly executed by Alistair Bright as a Ph.D. project investigating the pottery developme
in the Windward Islands and their implications for inter-island relationships and socio-
political developments in that area. 

 

survey with this reporting based on location rather than daily activity. For example, we 
visited several sites on different days, and rather than break up the record by using 
chronology to order the report, we have recorded all of work at one site and in one a
together. Next, we provide a basic description of the ethnographic and ethnoarchaeological 
investigations that were undertaken. Finally, we briefly describe collections research.   
 
W
on the property of Mr. Barnard the Morne Lezard site. This misidentification was based on
misreading of the available evidence. We have changed the name of the site to 
Balembouche (LA05), which more accurately reflects its location on the island.
apologize to Mr. Barnard for this error. Second, we did not learn about the site numb
system that was already in use when we began our investigations last year. Therefore, we 
developed a different numbering system than the one already in place. In Appendix 1 we 
have revised our numbering system to match the one already in use on the island. Some of
the numbers used in the previous report have been changed to conform to the existing 
system. New numbers have been added for new sites, and these new numbers follow th
previously existing system of coding. 
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South coast of St. Lucia. 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEYS 
 
Archaeological research in the Windward Islands has tended to focus on pre-Columbian 
sites that were discovered years ago during construction activities along the coast (Bradford 
2002). The issue at hand is whether such localized and happenstance discoveries accurately 
reflect the settlement history of an island. In an effort to develop a more complete 
understanding of the pre-Columbian settlement history of St. Lucia we developed a research 
program in which we sought a more complete coverage of the island. The field component 
of this program involved what are called walkover (or pedestrian) surveys during which a 
team of investigators looks at exposed surfaces to find prehistoric artefacts. Although such 
surveys will miss archaeological sites that are buried, modern activities are such that 
farming, road cuts, construction activities, etc., have brought buried artefacts to the surface.  
In this regard, the walkover survey is an efficient method for covering large areas in a short 
period of time. 
  
In 2003 our efforts were focused on the southwest coast of St. Lucia between Vieux Fort 
and Choiseul. We conducted our walkover surveys along river drainages starting at the coast 
and working into the interior of the island.  The results of our investigations are reported 
below with reference to particular river drainages and the coast. To some degree this method 
of reporting is inadequate because the river valleys are constricted as one moves into the 
interior and it is not always appropriate to claim that a site is located on one particular 
drainage (i.e. two river drainages converging near their headwaters). In this regard our report 
reflects the drainage on which we were working on a particular day. 
 
Balembouche River 
 
Research along the Balembouche River was conducted on three fronts. The first focused on 
the landscape along the river. This team spent several days walking through the river with 
the objective of making a detailed record of the river channel and recording the petroglyphs 
that have been observed along the river. A second group conducted test excavations at 

several locations on the Balembouche 
Estate (LA03) and at Anse Touloulou 
(LA21); patois for land crab.  The third 
involved several strategies for investigating 
possible site locations upriver. 
 
1. River survey: on April 22nd Menno, 
Harold, Leonardo and Auda started at the 
river mouth and worked their way 
upstream, wading in the water or walking 
along the bank when possible. They 
encountered two petroglyphs, which were 
already known and had been photographed  

Surveying Balembouche River  
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the year before. Menno noted the exact location of the petroglyphs on the scale map he drew 
of the river channel. 
 
On April 24th they went to the Barnard property, which is downstream to the waterfall.  
They encountered a colonial dam, 3-m wide and 5-m high that was probably constructed to 
raise the water level in the river for irrigation. Lower down was an outlet for the 
Balembouche Estate watermill. The river was quite narrow at this point, and a little wider at 
the dam. The group proceeded upstream. Some petroglyphs are just 50 cm above the current 
level of the river, while others are 3 to 5 m up. Fifty metres from the entrance, Leonardo 
found one water-worn potsherd. In the 
matrix of the volcanic deposits, Leo found 
some coarse-grained reddish stones. They 
then came to a banana plantation at which 
stage the river became very narrow. The 
ravine narrowed again, and some 250 m 
from the entrance of the Barnard estate Leo 
found more petroglyphs, some of which 
were very high above the river. The team 
ended near three clusters of petroglyphs: 
one by Balembouche Estate, one by the 
entrance to Mr. Barnard’s property, and the 
other about 150 m upstream. Faces and 
spirals are the predominant depictions.  A Balembouche petroglyph 
    
On April 25th the team investigated from the last cluster of petroglyphs up to the town of 
Balca where the river is little more than a creek.  No petroglyphs were found and no finds 
were made, corroborating previous reports. We found little evidence for Amerindian 
activities along the river, but there is ample evidence for the use of the highlands above the 
rivers. 
 

2. Estate test excavations: The owner of the 
Balembouche Estate property (LA03), Uta 
Lavache, showed us an area in the back 
garden south of the house towards the ocean 
that had yielded many sherds in the past. In 
this area we began to excavate 50 cm2 
shovel tests using a spade and a pickaxe. 
 
Test Unit 1 had a top layer of humic sand, 
which became more and more compact as 
the depth increased. Dirt was sieved and a 
handful of sherds came out of the first 5 cm,  

Excavating a test unit at Balembouche Estate 
 
including the start of a handle. The level was taken down to about 15 cm (17 cm at its 
deepest point), but roots prevented further excavation.  
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Test Unit 2 was placed 10 m further west. The soil composition was identical to that of 
shovel test 1 and the level was again taken down to about 15 cm. This shovel test yielded 
fewer sherds.  
 
Test Unit 3 was 10 m to the east of test unit 1. We encountered a humic topsoil, which 
became extremely compact, although there were fewer roots to contend with. This unit was 
taken down to 25 cm, and numerous sherds were uncovered, some quite large.  
Test Unit 4 had the same composition, was taken down to 20 cm. It yielded a lot of colonial 
material (Delfts Blauw, glass, glazed ware).  
 
Test Unit 5 had an identical composition; there was no material at first, but below 5 cm there 
were only a few sherds.  
 
Test Unit 6 was in a different area altogether – a ridge that seems to have eroded. The 
ground was rather compacted, and yielded lots of iron (barbed wire) and pottery, all 
colonial. Only two or three precolonial sherds were found, which is a little odd because 
further down the slope and at the bottom of the ridge we found many large Amerindian 
sherds.  
 
Because test units 5 and 6 yielded little of interest the units were not excavated very deeply. 
Finally, a semi-profile was cut into the ridge to the east, but while it yielded some 
Amerindian material, it was obviously disturbed (perhaps washed down from above). Some 
fruitful collecting was done to the left and right of the profile where sherds could be spotted 
on the surface or just under. 
 
On April 24th Warren and Bob undertook the excavation of additional test units in an area a 
little to the west of the test units from the previous day.  The area is very disturbed by 
historic activities and all of the potsherds were very small.   
 
Test Unit 7 was located 10 m south of test unit 6 contained very few materials.  
 
Test Unit 8 was 10 m further south; it was more productive, and contained mostly pottery 
along with some shell and turtle bone.  
 
Test Unit 9 was 10 m further south, and contained nothing of note.   
 
Test Unit 10 was 10 m further south, and contained turtle bone, shell, coral, and several 
large pieces of pottery. The materials in this unit are quite unique for St. Lucia because shell, 
bone, and coral rarely are encountered. They may have hit a midden area, but this unit was 
really no different stratigraphically than the other units, although it was located on the edge 
of the transition area between papaya field and tall grass. 
 
Test Unit 11 was10 m further south in an area of tall grass. The matrix was sandier and it 
was easier to dig, but there were few cultural remains. 
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A schematic overview of the Balebouche shovel test units 
 
On the morning of April 25th, we visited Balembouche Estate (LA03) for the last time, to 
finish off the testing of the papaya field. Going by the results of the test units from the 
previous day, we decided to take shovel test 10 as starting point. We dug two additional 
shovel tests. Test unit 12 was 10 m to the east of shovel test 10 and shovel test 13 was 10 m 
to the west. These both proved to be rather disappointing so the operation was halted. It 
would appear that the grounds of the Estate were so intensively worked during Colonial 
times (and after) that very little undisturbed soil, and thus undisturbed pre-Columbian 
archaeology evidence, remains. 
 
3. Anse Touloulou (LA21): Bill, Iris, Robert, Yann, and Verena Lavache went to the site of 
Anse Touloulou. Numerous sherds that had washed down the side of a ravine had been 
found in this area. The group walked to the ravine and observed a substantial number of 
sherds on the surface of the ravine slope. They then proceeded to the Doreé River, which 
marks the northern limit of the site. They crossed the river and looked around near the river 
mouth.  Finding nothing, they re-crossed the river upstream to look at the historic ruins of a 
sugar factory. Upon returning to the site, Robert, Verena, and Yann left. Bill and Iris 
continued their walkover survey from the ravine towards the road. They found that the 
surface scatter measured about 100 by 175 m. Although the vegetation was very dense, there 
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were potsherds visible around the edges of crab burrows. They next excavated 50 cm2 

shovel tests beginning in the vicinity of the ravine. 
 
Test Unit 1 was about 10 m from the edge of the ravine. The unit contained a small amount 
of pottery and was terminated at 20 cm deep because the clay became impenetrable. 
 
Test Unit 2 was located about 10 m north. This second unit contained more pottery and two 
flaked-stone tools made from basalt. Again the unit was terminated about 20 cm due to the 
clay. 
 
Test Unit 3 was located about 10 m inland from test unit 2. There was again very little 
material subsurface, although a pot leg was recovered at 17 cm, which was also the depth at 
which the clay became impenetrable. 
 
Test Unit 4 was located a further 15 m away from the coast. This unit was somewhat 
shallower before hard clay was encountered. An incised handle fragment was the only 
artefact of note. 
 
Test Unit 5 was 25 m north of test pit 3 (about 10 m into the bush). The soil is very compact 
and very little was found. 
 
Test Unit 6 was located about 15 m north of test unit 5 on the seaward side of the road. The 
soil was so compact we had to abandon it immediately. 
 
Test Unit 7 was on the opposite side of the road from test unit 6. This unit contained mostly 
colonial materials and was terminated at about 17 cm. 
 
Test Unit 8 was on the opposite side of the site located near the road that marks the 
boundary between the Balembouche Estate and property owned by someone else. This was 
near the northern extreme at which pottery was found on the surface during our walkover 
survey. The unit contained a surprising amount of material, nothing very interesting, but it 
showed that the site covered a very large area. 
 
The subsurface finds at Anse Touloulou were again disappointing. Despite being located on 
a cliff above the sea, we did not find any marine mollusks in the site or evidence of other 
kinds of food remains. All of the potsherds were very small, although some large sherds 
were observed on the ravine slopewash. As at other sites the topsoil is very shallow and 
overlays a very dense stratum of clay. The artefacts do to penetrate into the clay. Further 
testing might encounter denser concentrations of material, but this possibility seems 
unlikely. 

 
River Dorée 
 
On April 24th we went to Park Estate (LA16), reportedly the location of a large site. We 
dispersed in the fields and started a walkover survey with at least 20 m between us. 
Proceeding in this fashion we gradually narrowed down the highest find concentration to the 
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two pepper fields. Of course, this high find concentration could result from the higher 
degree of soil disturbance due to cultivation. Judging from the distribution pattern of sherds 
over the two pepper fields, which do not lie side by side, it is very probable that surface 
distributions reflect the degree to which the land has been worked. Logically, the land in 
between could be expected to yield cultural remains as well. This possibility can only be 
addressed by digging shovel units in the less cultivated areas.  
 
Following the advice of interested bystanders and the owners of the land we were surveying, 
we went down into the valley to inspect the little river below, which is a tributary of the 
Dorée River. Here, clay was collected from the banks of the river and the riverbed to be 
worked by potters, one of whom works near Soufrière. We will be paying her a visit in the 
future. Additionally, we examined two waterfalls, one above the other, which sprang from a 
crevice in the rock wall. After an adventurous climb up the first waterfall, a beautifully 
rounded enclosure was encountered, into which the upper waterfall poured. This spot, of 
great natural beauty, was deemed to be quite a promising spot for petroglyphs. At first, 
nothing could be detected, as the rock was very overgrown by algae and moss, but after a 
while, and under a certain light, one or two possible petroglyphs were detected and 
photographed. Bill surveyed along the level ground of the floodplain but found no evidence 
of prehistoric activity. We were told that during the rainy season the river floods its banks 
and the floodplain is covered by water. Such flooding would explain why most of the fields 
are planted in coconuts and that other crops are not grown here. 

Excavating test units at Park Estate 
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On the afternoon of April 25th the group returned to Park Estate (LA16) to excavate test 
units. After extensive surveying of the cultivated and fallow fields it was decided that two 
parallel rows of shovel tests would be excavated moving in a westerly direction. One ran 
through the fallow fields south of the path, the other ran along the main path across the 
fields. A distance of 15-20 m was maintained between the rows of shovels. 
 
Test Unit 1 was dug at the coconut tree, some 90 m along the main path between the fields. 
The sandy-clay soil matrix was worked with a pickaxe because shovels were not suited to 
the job. The unit was excavated to 19 cm at the deepest where dense clay was encountered.  
Only one sherd was recovered. 
 
Test Unit 2 was located about 20 m to the south of test unit 1 in the middle of the fallow 
field. The sandy-clay soil matrix was excavated to a depth of 30 cm. Only a few sherds were 
recovered. 
 
Test Unit 3 was located about 10 m from shovel 1. It had a sandy-clay soil matrix, was 
excavated to 20 cm, and included very few finds. 
 
Test Unit 4 was located about 10 m from test unit 2. It had a sandy-clay soil matrix and was 
excavated to 25 cm. Very dense clay was encountered at the bottom, but there were very 
few artefacts. 
 
Test Unit 5 was located 70 m from test unit 3 near the intersection of paths at the bottom of 
the first pepper field. The clayey-sand soil matrix was extremely hard. We could only 
penetrate the ground about 4 cm even with a pickaxe. Several sherds were found, but they 
were all on the surface. 
 
Test Unit 6 had a clayey-sand soil matrix, very hard, but sandier towards the bottom. It was 
located 40 m from test unit 4. We took it down to 30 cm at the deepest, and only a few small 
sherds uncovered. 
 
Test Unit 7 was located 20 m west of test unit 5 and 35 m south. This was worked land so 
the soil was a little sandier than shovel test 5, but still sandy-clayey in character. There were 
quite large rocks under the surface, but no noteworthy finds. 
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A schematic overview of the survey and shovel test units at Park Estate 
 
While the test pits were being excavated, Robert made an intensive surface survey of the 
pepper fields to the north of the path with the aid of the local children. Two large bags of 
sherds were collected for examination. Our conclusion from the day’s work was that more 
might be gained from an intensive broad surface survey than from the digging of test units 
because very little has survived intact due to the long-term cultivation of the land. The 
surface material must be documented now, or be lost forever. It appeared that the finds were 
concentrated within a depression area in the main pepper field bounded all around by a 
raised ridge of some kind. 

 
After finishing at Park Estate the team headed to Gayabois (LA15), a tiny hamlet where 
Creole was still very much the spoken language (although they seemed to understand our 
petite-French too). We first descended down a slope until we reached a spring-fed lake that 
always has fresh water. According to a local farmer, who brings his herd to drink there, the 
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area becomes inundated during the rainy season at which time the lake overflows its banks 
creating a ravine on the south side of the lake. When we got back up to the houses again, 
Patrick and Karen graciously received us. They were happy to take us over their land, which 
was studded with potsherds, some recent, others Amerindian. They were also so kind as to 
give us some specimens of the locally made traditional ware, called “kannawi”, as well as 
the most delicious mangoes. This site is interesting because it seems to reflect a continuation 
in settlement patterns from the past to the present. Today, there are two houses on the site 
inhabited by an extended family. There are gardens located around the houses and a swept 
yard in which they keep pigs. With the exception of pigs, the pre-Columbian settlement here 
was likely a small hamlet where there were a few structures and agricultural fields. It is 
likely that this dispersed pattern of settlement reflects a late period strategy in which the 
population was dispersed across the landscape. 
 

 
The team at Gayabois (left) and Gayabois inhabitant Karen holding a coal pot (right)  
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The site of Gayabois-Morne Lezard  
 
Iris, Warren, Bob and Alistair surveyed along the road from Gayabois to Bongalo (April 
27th). They were dropped off at an agricultural field 1 km from Gayabois. This site (LA17), 
mainly centred on the pepper field itself, yielded a bag of pottery, seemingly Amerindian. 
The area measured approximately 40 by 55 m, but sporadic finds turned up outside this area 
as well. The rest of the field was planted in aubergine (eggplant), arrowroot and other crops. 
After leaving the site the group continued downhill, stopping at every flat field that bordered 
on the road. However, after three or four fruitless surveys due to dense vegetation and no 
finds, they decided to survey only the edges of fields that had eroded away. Even these 
banks yielded comparatively little. Out of the dozen or so fields investigated only five 
yielded any remains at all, and even these were just single finds or a small scatter, and most 
of the material dated to the colonial period. The most thrilling part of the survey was the 
discovery of an abandoned settlement (now known to be Morne Lezard) on the ridge above 
the road and the phenomenal view over the Dorée River valley that it afforded.  
 
Corinne, Menno, Leonardo and Auda went to Balca and found a new site (LA07) that 
yielded pottery and jasper (April 27th).  The interesting thing is that they found both raw 
material and flakes at the site. The site is located on top of the ridge. There was a light 
scatter of potsherds on the surface. Morne Lezard estate (LA18-20) was pinpointed without 
a shadow of a doubt, thanks to the assistance of a local landowner. A team returned to the 
Morne Lezard estate on April 29th to excavate test units. Unfortunately, very little was found 
below the ground surface.  
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On April 29th another group did a survey of the areas bordering the road from Saltibus to just 
south of Londonderry. Seven areas were investigated on flat stretches of land on either side 
of the road, revealing five spots of Amerindian activity, of varying intensity. These were 
named, in order of their discovery: Saltibus (behind the school) (LA23), Giraud (LA06), 
Gertrine (LA02), Londonderry Full Gospel Church (LA08) and Londonderry – Beau Sejour 
(LA11). Saltibus yielded a fair number of sherds, but the area is very built up and the ground 
seems very recombinated too. Giraud Estate and Gertrine and Londonderry – Beau Sejour 
offered a small scatter of pottery, but the Londonderry Full Gospel Church location seems to 
have been more than just a locus of a discrete activity. Many sherds, including quite large 
ones, were found in the small agricultural fields behind the Church, an area that stretches 
back for a good 80 m. This location seems quite promising for an intensive surface survey, 
but due the worked nature of the land, presumably the subsurface situation would be little 
different to what has been encountered at all other sites until now. 
 
Bob, Warren, Bill and Leonardo began a walkover survey in Desgatiere (Bongalo) and 
travelled north to Balca (April 29th). In the cassava fields at River Dorée Holdings (CH13) 
they found a few sherds that were widely scattered. This may be the Desgatiere site that 
Jesse (1968) mentioned. Because the sherds were so widely scattered names were assigned 
to each of the specific scatters they encountered: River Dorée Holdings, River Dorée 
Holdings North, River Dorée Holdings Cassava Field. They proceeded on to Balca and 
revisited the site that had been discovered earlier, proceeding farther down the road than the 
previous survey team. Not much additional material was encountered at the Balca site. 
Crossing the Balembouche River they climbed to the top of a round hill above the river.  On 
top of little round hill Warren found two big potsherds (LA25). The hill affords a great view 
of the surrounding countryside. From the top of the hill they went down a ravine and up to 
the top of the next ridgeline. There are several houses on the ridge and a few sherds were 
collected from the ground surface on this ridge. Following the road from the top of the ridge 
back to the main road they found a single large rim in the sidewall of the road cut. They 
walked the main road back to the Vieux Fort road and looked around in this low area 
(nothing was found) before meeting Menno. After rejoining Menno’s group in the truck they 
returned to River Dorée Holdings, with a brief visit to a housing development called Park 
Lane (LA26) that is immediately to the south. A few sherds were found in the garden of a 
house that had recently been built.   
 
Piaye River 
 
On May 1st Bill, Iris, Leonardo, and Auda (group 1) set out with Menno, Alistair, Sharneil 
and Kitama (group 2). After dropping group 1 at La Haut, group 2 did a survey along the 
road to Sapphire. They found several light scatterings of sherds, one in a banana garden in a 
backyard at La Grace (LA28), and another on the ridge above the river ravine. The group 
ascended Morne Paul but found nothing in this area. A few sherds also were found along the 
road to Piaye. 

 
Group 1 was dropped off in La Haut near the large water tank. Heading down the hill on the 
main road Iris found sherds in a small banana garden in someone’s backyard. The ground 
was too covered in leaf litter to properly view the ground surface. From La Haut they 
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followed the main road to La Grace. As they entered the town they found a light scatter of 
sherds with the highest concentration on the ridge edge closest to the ravine leading down to 
the river. There were only a few sherds, although Menno’s group visited the same area and 
also found sherds here. In La Grace a single sherd was found near the technical school 
across the road from the soccer field (nothing was found on the soccer field itself). They 
followed the road toward the top of Morne Paul and investigated several flat areas adjacent 
to the road. Near the top of Morne Paul there is a trail that leads down along the north side, 
which they followed until they reached the basalt quarry. All possible site areas were 
investigated, but nothing was found. After reaching the main road they headed towards 
Piaye to meet Menno. They checked a low area along the river where bananas have been 
planted. A few sherds were found in the banana plantation on the seaward side of the road, 
but these were very few and widely scattered. 
 

In the late afternoon, Gregor and 
Deirdre Williams took Bill and 
Alistair to Gertrine. We 
investigated one area with a 
steep slope above the river, but 
found only fragments of coal 
pots and other modern ceramics. 
We then headed on to 
Londonderry, and drove onto the 
ridge. When we stopped at the 
far end, Gregor showed us 
certain features cut into the rock 
which must be round and square 
postholes, although it is 
impossible to say when they  

Bill Keegan and Gregor Williams in the River Dorée Valley 
 
were made. The house posts today are located in these holes in the bedrock. It was quite 
interesting to see how a few houses still rested on poles inserted into the bedrock. 
Apparently this traditional style of houses is disappearing fast. Similar configurations of 
postholes in rock are known from the site Anse Ger, studied by McKusick (1960: 38-55). 
Gregor then showed us carvings in the rock that look like snakes meandering down the 
slope towards the river. These were round-to-oval holes with shallow channels running 
away from them. It is also possible that these are natural features because these channels 
tended to follow the path of least resistance down slope and thus crating a natural channel in 
the soft limestone. We made our way down to the Dorée River valley below. This was truly 
a magnificent site to see, a lovely natural feature. We could not find any petroglyphs though, 
despite the promising location. 
 
Choiseul Area 
 
On April 29th a group started a survey along the road between Sauzay and Dugard. A site 
was encountered on the road to Morne Sion. There was a scatter of pottery in the road wall 

 17



profile, but on the field above nothing was found. There were very few flat areas, and those 
that were flat had dense vegetation. The very dense vegetation makes it extremely difficult 
to find anything in this area. 
 
Vieux Fort 
 
We conducted several investigations in the vicinity of Vieux Fort. The first of these took 
place on April 22nd. We began by revisiting Point Burgot where Bill found a few sherds and 
a scatter of shell and coral during last year’s research. The area had recently been burned 
and ground-surface visibility was far better than it had been the previous year. An additional 
scatter of shell was found along the road leading to the point and overlooking Savannes Bay, 
but no additional sherds were found. 
 
The A&HS reported that there was a site near the new dock in town. We went to the dock, 
but this part of the coast has been almost completely paved over. We found a small area on 
the eastern edge of the dockyard where there was still a beach, but no artefacts were found.   
There was also a site reported for Moule à Chique (VF09) on the hill above Vieux Fort. We 
went up to the lighthouse and worked our way down to the lower flattop ridge. Access was 
gained on a trail leading down from the former radar installation, and the ground was 
relatively open, albeit covered with dense grass along a cutline for electricity poles. One 
piece of pre-Columbian pottery was found next to a telephone pole. The sherd likely was 
brought to the surface when the hole for the telephone pole was excavated. 
 
Jolien Harmsen took Corinne and Bill along the Vieux Fort River valley to a place near La 
Resource where it was reported that the Carib Indians had their gardens. There are extensive 
flat areas along the river, but due to a lack of time we only had the opportunity to survey one 
of these. Nothing was found. We went on to Cacao where we collected clay for Corinne’s 
pottery experiments. 
 
Leo, Harold, Auda, and Bill also surveyed the floodplain along the lower reaches of the 
Black River. Nothing was found, even on the high lands above the floodplain.  
 
Coastal survey 
 
On April 27th Bill, Robert, and Harold surveyed along the southwest coast starting at the 
Black River and ending at Balembouche Estate. Just west of the Black River mouth on a 
low rise there was pottery washing out of the bank. The surface scatter extends for about 1 
km along the coast and 150 m perpendicular to the coast. The area of the site is extensively 
cultivated. This is clearly the Black River site that was described by Jesse (1968).  
 
We returned to the Black River site several times to make surface collections in the 
cultivated fields and to dig test units. On 28th April one group returned to the site of Black 
Bay (LA01). The other group did a lightning survey of the banks of the Black river, 
although they mistook a tributary for the real thing due to road diversions and the like. 
Nothing was discovered. The group then joined the Black Bay project. Five test units 
were dug, but it was the same story here as everywhere: surface very rich, below the 
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surface nothing. Black Bay testpit 2 was a profile that stretched 1.5m along the 
beachfront, some 50cm down. This yielded a disturbed deposit of sandy clay (dry, very 
compact), with no visible stratigraphy. The first 40cm down yielded dark brown clay and 
various archaeological finds; these were visibly not in their original context, probably 
having been washed over at some point in the past. The 10 cm below consisted of light 
brown clay and did not yield any finds. This site poses some interesting questions: what 
exactly were the post-depositional processes at the site, where does the black sand come 
from, how big is the site? 
 
Bill, Robert, and Harold continued in a northerly direction from the Black River site toward 
Balembouche Estate. After rounding the cove at the north end of the site they found a few 
sherds on the hillside. These artefacts likely are associated with the Black River site. In 
addition, there are the substantial remains of a historic site located on the cove. This area has 
been test excavated by the University of Bristol.  
 
They continued along the side of the ridge until they reached one of the two peaks that 
separate Petit Trou. In the saddle before the hill they found one small eroded sherd. On top 
of the hill above Petit Trou (LA10) there is a light scatter of pottery along with red and 
honey-coloured jasper (including one very large block). They continued along the side of 
the second hill but did not go to the top. They tried to round the hill into Laborie, but the 
hillside along the coast was too steep. Instead they went back to the nearest road and 
followed the road into Laborie. There were quite a few potsherds along the beach in Laborie 
(LA09). There is a lot of construction and other disturbance close to the beach, and the area 
is difficult to survey. Nonetheless, they found several areas with concentrations of sherds 
that suggest that there was once a substantial pre-Columbian settlement in this area.  
 
From Laborie they followed the coast to Piaye. This area is in most areas high above a sand 
beach, but there is relatively easy beach access in some places. The hilltop is covered with 
dense grass so surface visibility was poor. There may be a site in this area, but there were no 
visible signs on the ground surface. At the Piaye river (LA14) they found a site behind the 
cockfighting ring located on the river near the river’s mouth. There was a light scatter of 
sherds, and a large number of modern structures located on the site. 
 
After passing through Piaye, they took the path behind the school. The field in front of the 
school had been bulldozed recently and they found a light scatter of sherds in this area 
(LA12). Continuing behind the school toward the coast they came to a new housing 
development. Near one of the houses there was a light scatter of sherds (LA13). From here 
they crossed the Balembouche River and ended the survey at the Balembouche Estate. 

 
Bill, Robert and Leonardo did another survey in the Choiseul area on April 30th. They began 
on a hill just north of Choiseul that was covered with sherds and a broken ground-stone axe. 
This site stretched some 200 m, but there was little soil left. A surface collection was done. 
Next, a light surface scatter was encountered at a small river mouth at Anse John (CH08), 
but this does not necessarily represent a distinct site; the potsherds may have washed down 
from other sites on the surrounding hilltops. A dense scatter of pottery was found on the 
next hilltop, which was under cultivation. A collection was done from the whole surface of 
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the hilltop (CH07). Continuing, at the base of the hill, an in situ deposit was discovered 
along the edge of the Trou Barbet River (CH10). It was of high density, but only covered a 
small area. The sherds were interesting and it is possible that carnelian and turquoise were 
present. Next, more pottery was found on the hill above the river in the area called Barbet 
(CH11). On the way down the hill into Choiseul a petroglyph (CH01) was signposted. The 
carving was of a head with a body attached in a figure-eight fashion, with rock cut basins 
nearby. Some pottery was found in the garden around the petroglyph. 
 
Most of the coastal area is highly disturbed by the construction of port facilities. Yet after 
entering the town, a few Amerindian sherds were found in the small flower gardens 
surrounding the Choiseul Catholic Church (CH12). The church has one of the few unpaved 
areas, more or less open ground, in the city. The pottery was collected. Continuing along, 
the backyard of Millan’s Bar (CH06), bordering on the Choiseul River, yielded a mixture of 
Amerindian and modern pottery. Nothing was found in the Choiseul cemetery, and they 
continued up the road to the top of the steep hill above Choiseul. The hilltop is called La 
Farque (CH16), and a collection was made on the hilltop.  Crossing a ravine and climbing to 
the next hilltop another light scatter of pottery was found at what was locally called Chou 
Tigre (Tiger’s Ass - CH15). Three more light concentrations were uncovered before the day 
was concluded – at the next ridge along from Chou Tigre, on the ridge above the River 
Dorée and in the fields of the River Dorée holdings.  

 
In order to complete our coverage of the coast we needed to investigate the area between 
Vieux Fort and the Black River. Bill, Bob, and Warren started in Vieux Fort near the Vieux 
Fort River and walked the coast to the Black River. The area is very disturbed by 
construction activities. A few sherds were found in the park next to the Police Dock (VF10), 
but these were too few to conclude that this was anything more than an activity area. 

 
Other Site Investigations 

 
At various times different combinations of team members visited known sites outside the 
primary survey area.  These trips included visits to Lavoutte, Comorette Point, Cannelle 
Point, La Ressource (CARDI), and Belfond Estate. 
 
Canelles Point 
 
In an effort to obtain complete coverage of the area we decided to see if we could locate the 
site at Canelles Point (MI03) (April 4th). We were told that the site was located near the 
bridge on the main road where it crosses the Cannelle River. Robert, Bill, Bob and Warren 
went to the bridge and surveyed the banana plantations on either side of the road and river.  
A few sherds were found (MI04), but the area is highly disturbed by agricultural activities. 
 
La Ressource (CARDI, Fond d’Or) 
On April 28th the group met up with Eric Branford and two students, Sharneil Lewis and 
Kitama Mason from the Junior Troublechasers club who would work with us for the 
remainder of the project. He took us to the site of La Ressource on the property of the 
Caribbean Agricultural Research Development Institute (CARDI). Many finds had been 
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collected from the fields they were cultivating. We looked at what had been collected thus 
far, and then went into the field to have a look for ourselves. The collected finds were 
astonishing, as were the remnants visible on the surface. They come from a time period that 
is poorly understood by Caribbean archaeologists and reflect the rich heritage of the later 
period peoples who occupied the island before the Island Caribs arrived.   
 

 
The team surveying La Ressource (left) and some of the most eye-catching finds at the site (right) 
 
The Leiden team returned to the site on May 6th to photograph the quite spectacular 
archaeological collection as well as to determine whether the situation under the surface was 
as promising as it was on the surface. To this end, Alistair and Corinne started selecting 
material to photograph while the others surveyed the fields and started to excavate a 1x1 
metre unit at the edge of the richest field where the ground sloped upward visibly to form a 
mound. The topsoil was found to be loose and full of Amerindian ware (logically as a result 
of intensive working of the land). Then a seemingly intact colonial layer was discovered at 
some 20-35 cm below the surface; compact yet a little messy. A feature was uncovered 
(dark brown stain), probably a Colonial pit. Once the ensuing patchy charcoal layer was 
passed, no colonial ware was encountered at about 30-50 cm below the surface. Amerindian 
ware was present in flat (thus undisturbed?) position. The ground here was softer and more 
homogeneous again, and more even in color. The excavation was halted when more or less 
sterile soil was encountered. The finds were bagged according to layer (four in all).  
 
While the test pitting was taking place, Iris and Alistair surveyed the rest of the field 
intensively. Later, Corinne and Yann headed farther away from the field station to determine 
the extent of the find concentration. There are scatters as far as 40 m further along, but it is 
hard to compare the concentrations because the fields are in different states of development 
(i.e., freshly cultivated vs. fallow).  It was suggested that next year some drilling or coring 
be done, as an efficient means of determining the cultural and pedological horizons in the 
soil.  
 
As far as employer/employee information is concerned, the country representative is Mr. R. 
N. Pilgrim and the Field Station manager is S. F. Frederick. Mr. Frederick later told us that 
this land had been submerged in the past because it is situated on an alluvial flood plain. 
There is a slight inclination of the land as one approaches the river, which may be 
attributable to the river flooding its banks and depositing sediments. This would seem to 
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dash hopes of a well-preserved archaeological record at this location, unless there are intact 
layers buried under layers of deposition. The sharp dip/depression in the land just next to the 
river side of the cultivated field may be the result of recent activities; soil was transferred to 
the cultivated fields to heighten them. The land here is thus much disturbed both by riverine 
and human activity. 
 
Belfond Estate 
 
Menno, Corinne, Bill, Robert, Yann, Leonardo, Auda, and Harold travelled to Soufriere on 
April 26th to visit several known sites in the area.  We began by re-examining the sites that 
our team had located during the coastal survey.  We went on to the site of Belfond Estate, 
which was first described by Robert Devaux (1995) and was partially excavated with 
volunteers.  The site is very interesting because it is located on the top of what might be 
described as a small mesa (a small, steep-sided, flat-top hill).  It offers a commanding view 
of the Pitons to the west. Unfortunately, the estate is completely overgrown and we were 
unable to find any evidence of prehistoric activities.   
 
We went on to Jalousie at the foot of the Pitons, but were prevented by Hilton Hotel security 
from visiting the site without escort. We had planned to look for the Stonefield petroglyphs 
(Devaux 1976), but because it was already late in the afternoon we decided to return to 
Vieux Fort. 
 
Comerette Point 

 
On 24th of May, Eric Branford took Alistair, 
Iris and Leonardo on a fieldtrip to the site of 
Comerette on the northeast coast. Donkey 
Beach, which harbours tremendous 
geological features, was the first stop on the 
route. It appears to be sea bed that risen out 
of the water in the past. There were fossils 
and all kinds of interesting rock formations 
on full display, as well as enormous chunks 
of jasper. The group then proceeded to Anse 
Lavoutte, but bypassed it as it had already 
been visited. After a long ride, they arrived  

View of Comerette Point, looking south-west 
 
at Comerette. This site had been excavated by Haag and Branford in the past and had 
particularly impressed the students photographing its material at the Vigie depot. It is in an 
idyllic setting, a plain flanked by beaches on both sides. One beach is calm and protected, 
while the other is open and rough and is clearly eroding part of the site. This erosion has 
created a natural profile, which points to archaeological remains down to a considerable 
depth. Pottery, shell and jasper are abundant over the entire surface of the plain. The pottery 
is quite weathered, understandably, from intense exposure to wind and sea. The deposit has 
every appearance of being a large midden, but this need not be the case. Further excavation 
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must take place to determine the extent and nature of this deposit. After spending a good 
while looking around and collecting material, the group headed home. 
 
ETHNOGRAPHIC AND ETHNOARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH 
  
The graduate students from Leiden University are among the most active in research 
designed to replicate aboriginal technologies. Harold Kelly has spent several years 
investigating use-wear patterns on coral artefacts, and Iris Briels is investigating use-wear 
patterns on flaked-stone tools. Use wear analysis involves the identification of traces of use 
on tools to establish their function. Experiments must be undertaken to enable the 
comparison of traces on the archaeological tools with the experimental tools. With use wear 
analysis most often no differences can be seen between different species of wood. But it can 
give insights into the use of hard or soft wood and in the kind of movement (scraping, 
cutting, incising), which was employed. They continued their experiments during this 
project. In addition, the team created documentary videos of cassava processing, pottery 
making, and the construction of fish pots. The team also documented the construction of a 
structure used in processing bananas.  A brief description of these activities is provided here.  
The videos will be edited and copied for distribution in St. Lucia for those interested in 
preserving knowledge of traditional crafts.  
 
Experiments 
 
Iris did the following experiments using flint and jasper: 
 
Experiments involving wood(-like) 
species: 
-  incising of a Red Gum tree (Bursera 
simarouba).  
- cutting of agave (Agave caribaeicola) 
for its fibers. 
- sawing of burnt hardwood  
- removing the bark of the Maiapan tree  
 
Experiments with grass(-like) plants: 
- cutting of as yet unidentified species of 
vine, reed and grasses. 
               Iris carrying out experiments with flint and jasper 
Other experiments: 
- peeling/scraping of cassavaroot (Mahinot esculenta) with jasper. 
- manioc grating and jasper-flaking,  
- crushing of roucou seeds (Bixa Orelleana) in a calabash with flint. 
- incising a Conch shell or strombus gigas. 
- carving/incising coral (probably Porites astreoides) with flint. 
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Recording Of Traditional Crafts 
Cassava Processing 
 
On April 18th we spent time with Francisca Augusto and John Henry, the couple whose 
business is processing manioc (cassava).  Our goal was to document the process as practiced 
on St. Lucia, and they were gracious enough to show us the complete process from 
harvesting to preparation of the flour and baking process. First, Francisca went across and 
down the road towards a ladder propped up by the side of the road. The ladder led to a field 
of manioc roots. Apparently these have to be at least a year old before they can be used. 
Although the roots weren’t quite ready yet, the good lady humoured us by continuing the 
process nonetheless. She explained that there are three types of bitter manioc. Once she had 
collected a small bucket load, she returned to her chair at the house. She proceeded to cut off 
the stem of the manioc, and then peel it with the edge of a knife. Starting at the bulbous end, 
she worked her way up towards the tapering end, always scraping towards the body. The 
peeled roots were thrown into a bucket of water. Then John grated the roots with an 
unconventional but highly effective grater (a sheet of copper dented with a nail). The 
resultant pulp was pressed either beneath a weight or by hand. Cloth was placed over the 
bucket and the poison was squeezed out. The dough was put to dry in bag. Dough was then 
put over fine sieve and rubbed through. Flour was rubbed over a hot plate with a wooden 
pole implement by John to extract the last remnants of poison. In the meantime, the juice 
from the last round of manioc squeezing was left to stand. The solid matter that settled at the 
bottom was scraped out. It felt like very fine corn flour. Once dried, this settled substance 
(called tapioca) was mixed with flour and salt and water. The ball of dough was flattened on 
to a banana leaf with a spoon, to protect it from burning when it was placed over the fire. 
The package was then placed on a baking plate and left to bake for about 15 minutes. This 
yielded the plain, savoury type of manioc cake/bread. There is another, sweet type, which 
followed the same production process, with the addition of raisins, cherries, sugar and 
cinnamon. The finished product was sold by the roadside for EC$ 5.  
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Clockwise from top left: peeling the manioc, grating the manioc and baking the manioc cake 
 
Pottery Making 
April 30th:  Iris, Alistair, Corinne, Menno, Yann and Auda returned to the potter who had 
been visited the day before. The potter took us through every part of the pottery 
production process. Corinne interviewed Cathy on the manufacturing process and the 
whole event was filmed by Iris and recorded by Auda. The men took photographs and 
waited. The potter also provided the Patois names for the different vessels. We took home 
a specimen of each vessel for a comparative collection. Additionally, the potter furnished 
us with some polishing stones and calabash scrapers. The following description is an 
excerpt from C.L. Hofman and A.J. Bright (2004):  
 
Vessel types that are popular on St. Lucia include the bésin, the tèson or coal pot, the pòt a 
flè, the kannawi as a cooking pot, the jar as a water container, the pla, to put food on at 
meals, the téwin, with two loop handles to wash or cook food or used as water container, the 
usase, to store and the chòdyè for frying. This flat shaped pot is placed on top of the coal 
pot. Finally there is the platin, a very large plate to bake cassava bread.  
Clays are collected from neighbouring quarries for which the potter sometimes has to pay if 
the ‘quarry’ does not belong to her. When quarried, the clay is put into piles. The people 
from the village know to whom each pile belongs and would never take from someone 
else’s pile. From this pile, the potter collects big chunks of red clay, which is of good quality 
for making the pots. The chunks that have black in them are rejected.  
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The clay is then transported back to the potter’s shed on a bag on her head. Behind the shed 
is another ‘quarry’ from which white clay is drawn from the bottom layer of the pit. The 
mixing of the red and white clay with water makes the clay suitable for making pots.  
A large stone is wetted with some water the mixed clay is put on top of it onto the stone 
forming a small pile. The potter splashes a little more water on the pile, and then takes a 
pounding tool, which is a wooden stick, round and thick on one end and thin and long. She 
stops every few minutes to turn the clay and put it back on the pile. She works the clay with 
her hands, in between the pounding. The process takes about 5-10 minutes. The pounded 
clay is then taken in to her workshop. 
 

 
Cathy quarrying the clay (left) and shaping a coal pot or ‘kannawi’ (right) 
 
For shaping purposes, the potter uses a wooden flat disk, rounded around the edges like a 
bowl, and places it on her lap. She takes a handful of clay, located on a pile by her right side, 
and begins to work the clay with her hands. She makes a long coil and begins to smooth it 
out, forming the base of the pot. She flattens the clay with her hands. She takes more clay 
from the pile and forms shorter lumps. She then works these lumps into the clay she has in 
her hands. She works the clay by turning the base and adding the lumps and forming the 
walls of the pot. The potter adds more lumps, turning and working the sides of the pot with 
the coils, going higher and higher up. To scrape the clay at the inside and outside of the pot 
the potter uses a calabash sherd (cau or kay). With a wet cloth she wipes the rim of the pot. 
Then the pot is left to dry until the next day, because the clay is too soft to smooth. 
Sometimes, depending on the shape of the pot, a ceramic mould is used to form the base 
part. To decorate some of the pots she makes finger notched impressions on the rim. A 
polishing stone is used to polish the vessel surface. These stones are gathered from the 
beach.  
Cathy explains that when she fires the pots that she has made she has to fill the kiln 
completely. So she waits till more pots are finished. She would then pile up the pots. She 
would place wood and cover the pots. She then piles more pots on and more wood on top of 
that until she reaches a height of about 1.60 meters. More wood goes around the boundaries 
and up the sides of the pile and it is lit until all the wood is burned. Cathy is one of the only 
potters that uses a build stone kiln today, she was taught by an American potter how to do 
this. She explained that it was more effective and that there are fewer waste products.     
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Fish Traps (pagne or nas) 
 
Harold, Corinne, Yann, and Robert visited the home of a fish pot maker at Laborie. They 
were shown the techniques for selecting, splitting, and weaving the wood; and purchased a 
trap for the ethnographic comparative collection. Parts of the manufacturing process were 
filmed by Yann. 
 
The fish pot maker starts with a branch of mayan wood. Using a sharp knife he proceeds to 
split the branch and splits it again until he is left with thin strips of flexible wood. He holds 
four strips in his hand by one of the ends and has a fifth strip in his mouth. He then starts to 
weave the strips adding the fifth one as he goes along and a sixth as well. The strips added 
last form the basis of the woven piece. The result of this process is fragment consisting of 
hexagons and triangles, which are later woven together to form larger parts. These are 
eventually tied together with a rope (in this case plastic).     
 

 
The fish pot maker in Laborie, splitting a branch of mayan wood 
 
Grass Mats 
 
Menno, Corinne, Auda and Yann visited the home of a grass mat maker in Gayabois. Khus-
khus grass (Vetiveria zizanoides) is gathered from the side of the road and then dried. The 
grass is plaited and then rolled into an ever-expanding design.  
 
Structure in a Banana Plantation 
 
On May 1st the team set out to survey above the Dorée River. While travelling north of La 
Haut we encountered a typical St. Lucian scene – numerous small structures used for the 
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processing of bananas. We stopped at a structure that appeared to have been abandoned 
some time in the past, and decided to make a thorough inventory of the structure and 
associated debris.  Not only will this research help preserve another aspect of contemporary 
St. Lucian agriculture, but it may also shed some light on earlier colonial/pre-Columbian 
lifeways (i.e., farmshelters). 
 

The structure was made from mostly recycled 
materials. The wooden frame was made from 
poles and recycled lumber, and the roof and 
walls were made of corrugated metal (steel 
and aluminium). This particular structure had 
two rooms. One had what appears to be a low 
platform that was used as a bed, while the 
other had a higher platform used for 
processing bananas. Today, this second 
chamber is used to store farming implements 
(e.g., machete and ladder) and is locked when 
not in use.  Based on our observations we  

A typical St. Lucian banana shed 
 
concluded that the structure had been used by someone who lived there for several days at a 
time. In addition to the bed platform there was a raised oven toward the back of the 
structure. We asked a local planter how these structures were used and he described them as 
tool sheds and processing areas. He claimed that people did not sleep in these structures.  
Yet, the modern practice is to drive one’s truck to their banana hut, work during the day, and 
return home at night. In the past, most farmers had to walk substantial distances to their 
plantations so it is possible that this structure did provide accommodations for its occupant 
prior to widespread use of trucks and cars.  
 

COLLECTIONS RESEARCH 
 
Shortly after the Leiden team arrived in  
Vieux Fort they borrowed the collection of 
stone axes and some flaked jasper from the 
Barnard family, Balembouche Estate. A 
substantial effort was expended on making 
detailed drawings of the front, back and one 
side on millimetred graph paper, all in plan 
view and on a 1:1 scale. In addition, every 
axe was photographed in the same fashion, 
for the material inventory and comparative 
purposes.  
 

Drawing the Balembouche axe collection  
 

From May 12-25 Alistair, Iris, and Leo worked in the archaeological collections at Vigie. 
Their primary objective was to make a photographic record of the materials in the 
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Archaeological & Historical Society’s collections. The students started by making an 
inventory of the collection, and a rough plan of which site was stored where. A decision was 
made to not photograph the considerable axe-collection, which comprised several smaller 
collections (i.e. the Anthony and Murphy axe collections) as most finds were only vaguely 
provenienced, thereby yielding only low-resolution information.  A representative selection 
of boxes was taken from the two sites yielding the most artefacts (Saltibus Point and 
Lavoutte) whereas the artefact assemblages from all the other sites were studied in their 
entirety. A representative sample was photographed of the artefacts of each site, taking into 
account different material categories, various vessel categories and shapes and artefacts 
diagnostic of cultural periods (decoration / temper). While two students selected, arranged 
and took photographs, the third worked on a database recording the characteristics of the 
photographed artefacts. Some 500 photographs were taken, and entered into a database, with 

provenience and description of the artefacts 
appended. This work will form the basis for 
future inventorying work on the collection 
of Martinique and on the collections from 
Grenada in Florida. Eventually, 
comparisons between the material culture o
the various islands will be possible, 
hopefully yielding new data on questions of 
interaction and mobility. A CD of the 
photographs that they made in the Vigie 
collections has been sent to the A&HS.  

f 

 
 

Photographing the archaeological collections at 
Depot Vigie, Castries 
 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
Our investigations over the past two years have greatly enhanced our perspectives on 
Windward Island archaeology. Our database for the island now includes 110 pre-Columbian 
sites spread around the entire island. Although known sites are concentrated on the south 
coast where our recent investigations have been conducted, it is likely that future surveys in 
other parts of the island will reveal a substantial number of additional sites. The large 
number of sites and their distribution well into the interior indicates that the island had far 
greater use than was previously expected. In other words, the Amerindians on St. Lucia used 
virtually the entire island, and their activities had a major impact on the resources that were 
available when Europeans arrived on the island. 
  
The data suggest that the earliest settlers confined the majority of their activities to the coast.  
All of the early (Saladoid) sites on the island are located in the coastal zone. Later peoples 
spread into the interior and established villages and hamlets up to 10 km into the interior.  
This 10 km distance is about as far as one can get from the sea. Our investigations also 
indicate a variety of land-use practices. It would probably be prudent to strike the term “site” 
from our descriptions, yet in its most basic definition a site is simply the location of some 
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prehistoric activity. As reported in the introduction, we have identified at least four different 
kinds of sites that can be characterized by the length of time during which they were 
occupied. These are 1) procurement sites at which resources were procured but which were 
never settled; 2) farmshelters that were occupied for a short period during seasonal 
agricultural practices; 3) hamlets that were permanent occupations by an extended family 
whose lifecycle would have been tied to the longevity of the family; and 4) villages that 
were occupied for extended periods of time by multiple families. 

 
With the exception of Saltibus Point, all of the sites that we have tested have very shallow 
subsurface deposits. In fact, most of these sites are best described as surface scatters. In 
addition, it is a real mystery why none of these sites contain the shells of marine mollusks.  
Mollusk shells are often the most common material found in West Indian sites, especially at 
those located close to the coast. Furthermore, very few animal bones have been recovered.  
All we are left with is broken pieces of the pottery vessels and the stone tools that these 
people manufactured. The absence of deeply stratified middens suggests that either surface 
erosion has washed away most of the sites, or that the sites were occupied for a very short 
time. The first scenario is a real possibility given the intensive land-use practices on the 
island. All of the sites that we have investigated were disturbed greatly by farming and other 
historic activities. We have yet to identify any site with subsurface deposits that would merit 
more extensive excavations. 
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APPENDIX 1 
SITE CODES AND UTM COORDINATES FOR  

PRE-COLUMBIAN SITES 
 

Find spot Code Easting (m) Northing (m) 
Anse Touloulou LA21 594325 1520800
Balembouche Estate LA03 505250 1520425
Moule a chique VF09 514125 1515700
Morne Lezard Estate 3 LA20 506075 1422875
Park Estate LA16 506375 1525000
Gayabois LA15 506425 1523800
Balca LA07 505450 1522050
Morne Lezard Estate 2 LA19 505375 1522725
Above Petit Trou LA10 509000 1518875
Gayabois-Morne Lezard LA17 505925 1523200
Piaye Housing Development LA13 505525 1520350
Piaye River LA14 506050 1520250
Piaye School LA12 505800 1520450
Laborie Beach LA09 508625 1520000
Morne Lezard Estate 1 LA18 505700 1523000
Black Bay LA01 510000 1518450
Park Lane LA26 505225 1521075
Cafrière CH04 504125 1523450
Dupré CH05 504725 1524625
Bongalo South LA22A 505000 1521625
Bongalo North LA22B 505000 1521625
Saltibus behind the school LA23 506700 1525875
Giraud Estate LA06 507250 1524305
Londonderry 1 LA08 507300 1523650
Bongalo Cassave field LA22C 505000 1521625
Londonderry 2 LA33 507000 1522875
Balca Overlook LA25 505775 1521900
Londonderry 3 LA11 507000 1523450
La Perie Estate south LA24 505800 1521700
Gertrine LA02 507225 1523125
Ridge south of Anse John CH09 502450 1523150
Millan's Bar Choiseul CH06 502775 1522125
Barbet CH11 502550 1522825
Chou Tigre CH15 503075 1521975
Choiseul Petroglyph CH01 502125 1522700
Tou Barbet mouth CH10 502550 1523000
River Dorée pepper field CH13 504062 1521175
Above Anse John CH07 502062 1523325
La Farque bulldozed ridge CH16 503300 1521800
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Find spot Code Easting (m) Northing (m) 
Anse John river mouth CH08 502062 1523225
South of Choiseul on ridge CH14 502900 1522125
Choiseul Catholic Church CH12 502650 1522440
Banana Field LA30 506800 1520375
NC McDomel LA31 509875 1523100
La Haut LA27 508300 1524250
La Haut (Below) LA29 508300 1523475
La Grace LA28 508175 1523000
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APPENDIX 2 
MAP OF PRE-COLUMBIAN SITES 

 

 
Sites in northern St. Lucia discovered, surveyed or excavated in 2003 
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Sites in southern St. Lucia discovered, surveyed or excavated in 2003 (rotated 90 degrees CCW)
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APPENDIX 3 
DESCRIPTION OF SURFACE COLLECTIONS 

 
 Site Above Anse John 
 ID 12 
 Code CH07 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 25 
 Weight ceramics 508 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 217 
 Additional  Volcanic rock axe; one handle, one red slip, weathered incision under rim 
 
 Site Above Petit Trou 
 ID 48 
 Code LA10 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 8 
 Weight ceramics 184 
 Number lithics 3 
 Weight lithics 52 
 Additional  Red/brown jasper, 1 flake, 2 cores; handle with decoration, rectilinear 

incision, oval lug, black soot (white paint), Saladoid period. Quartz and 
feldspar temper, material is quite compact. Photographed 

 
 Site Anse John river mouth 
 ID 13 
 Code CH08 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 16 
 Weight ceramics 230 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, compact fabric, non-diagnostic sherds 
 
 Site Anse Touloulou 
 ID 61 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 25 
 Weight ceramics 1178 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Red jasper; flanged rims, inward and outward thickened rims, lug, remains of 

red slip, inner black soot, handle fragment, 1 colonial sherd, quartz and 
feldspar temper, compact fabric, flat rims, period late Saladoid 
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 Site Anse Touloulou 1 
 ID 143 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 34 
 Weight ceramics 211 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Anse Touloulou 2 
 ID 144 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 85 
 Weight ceramics 782 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Colonial, pipe fragment, 3 flakes of igneous stone 
 
 Site Anse Touloulou 3 
 ID 145 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 35 
 Weight ceramics 274 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  pebble fragment; red slip 
 
 Site Anse Touloulou 4 
 ID 146 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 13 
 Weight ceramics 75 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  1 decorated handle piece, 1 colonial 
 
 Site Anse Touloulou 5 
 ID 147 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
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 Number ceramics 26 
 Weight ceramics 195 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Red jasper, one cobble 
 
 Site Anse Touloulou 6 
 ID 148 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 2 
 Weight ceramics 13 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Anse Touloulou 7A 
 ID 149 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 28 
 Weight ceramics 133 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Glass, Colonial 
 
 Site Anse Touloulou 7B 
 ID 150 
 Code LA21 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 9 
 Weight ceramics 103 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Two colonial 
 
 Site Balca 
 ID 45 
 Code LA07 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 14 
 Weight ceramics 96 
 Number lithics 39 
 Weight lithics 243 
 Additional  Lots of jasper flakes and cores, 2 pebbles and 1 fragment of a pebble; pottery 

style vague, 1 red slip, occasional quartz temper 
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 Site Balca Overlook 
 ID 67 
 Code LA25 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 5 
 Weight ceramics 235 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Flint flake; one rim, non-diagnostic sherds, mix of  Amerindian and recent 
 
 Site Balembouche 
 ID 142 
 Code LA03 
 Date 0 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 64 
 Weight ceramics 183 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 10 
 Additional  11 red jasper, 1 white chert; quartz and feldspar temper, compact fabric, rims 

with red slip, Colonial too, eroded ridge location, period Saladoid 
 
 Site Balembouche 1 
 ID 129 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 59 
 Weight ceramics 383 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 1 
 Additional  Jasper; start of D-shaped handle, thickened rims, red slip, double thickened 

rims, late Saladoid, Colonial too 
 
 Site Balembouche 10 
 ID 138 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030424 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 48 
 Weight ceramics 485 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 2 
 Additional  Red jasper; Colonial pottery, shell, coral 
 
 Site Balembouche 11 
 ID 139 
 Code LA03 
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 Date 20030424 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 20 
 Weight ceramics 122 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Colonial 
 
 Site Balembouche 12 
 ID 140 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 53 
 Weight ceramics 340 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 1 
 Additional  Red jasper; 1 piece of coral 
 
 Site Balembouche 13 
 ID 141 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 41 
 Weight ceramics 206 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Balembouche 2 
 ID 130 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 23 
 Weight ceramics 120 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Mix of Amerindian and Colonial pottery 
 
 Site Balembouche 3 
 ID 131 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 86 
 Weight ceramics 528 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 7 
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 Additional  1 flint, 1 quartz; keeling/corner point sherd (large), three Colonial sherds too 
 
 Site Balembouche 4 
 ID 132 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 61 
 Weight ceramics 324 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 7 
 Additional  Red jasper; outward thickened rim (small flange), fragment of adorno, 

Saladoid and colonial 
 
 Site Balembouche 5 
 ID 133 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 2 
 Weight ceramics 10 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Balembouche 6 
 ID 134 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030423 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 4 
 Weight ceramics 16 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Balembouche 7 
 ID 135 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030424 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 16 
 Weight ceramics 85 
 Number lithics 3 
 Weight lithics 4 
 Additional  Red jasper; 
 
 Site Balembouche 8 
 ID 136 
 Code LA03 
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 Date 20030424 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 116 
 Weight ceramics 670 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 2 
 Additional  Red jasper; 1 white on red, incised decoration, flanged rims 
 
 Site Balembouche 9 
 ID 137 
 Code LA03 
 Date 20030424 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 48 
 Weight ceramics 239 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  1 white on red 
 
 Site Barbet 
 ID 16 
 Code CH11 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 13 
 Weight ceramics 161 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 48 
 Additional  Brown jasper; round rims, quartz and feldspar temper, semi-coarse, non-

diagnostic 
 
 Site Barbet River Mouth 
 ID 38 
 Code CH10 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 23 
 Weight ceramics 609 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Greenstone, small red stone flakes; one handle, red slip, 1 saladoid weathered, 

decorated < 5cm 
 
 Site Black Bay 1 
 ID 111 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 7 
 Weight ceramics 135 
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 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Black Bay 2 
 ID 112 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 84 
 Weight ceramics 1148 
 Number lithics 5 
 Weight lithics 15 
 Additional  Red jasper, pottery weathered, red slip, nubbins, face (animal), one turtle 

bone, late Saladoid 
 
 Site Black Bay 3 
 ID 113 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 4 
 Weight ceramics 36 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Black Bay 4 
 ID 114 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 2 
 Weight ceramics 14 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Black Bay 5 
 ID 115 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 5 
 Weight ceramics 78 
 Number lithics 6 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Red/brown jasper 
 
 Site Black Bay Coast 
 ID 119 
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 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 25 
 Weight ceramics 638 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Red jasper flake; flat griddle remains, thin sherds,  outward thickened rim, 

decorated lug, tempered with very small quartz particles 
 
 Site Black Bay Coast near testpit 
 ID 116 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 25 
 Weight ceramics 657 
 Number lithics 3 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Red jasper cores 
 
 Site Black Bay field (near ruins) 
 ID 152 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 24 
 Weight ceramics 416 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Jasper; Colonial pottery 
 
 Site Black Bay next cove 
 ID 117 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 2 
 Weight ceramics 91 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  One piece of worked shell? 
 
 Site Black Bay Sweet pepper  
 ID 118 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 63 
 Weight ceramics 2980 
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 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Late Cedrosan Saladoid, red/brown jasper, pottery  greatly decorated: 

incisions, Caliviny scrolls, numerous handles (pelican face), outward 
thickened rims on restricted vessels, black soot, quartz temper, compact fabric 

 
 Site Black Bay testpit 6 
 ID 155 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Unit (1x1m) 
 Number ceramics 8 
 Weight ceramics 71 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  No comments 
 
 Site Black Bay, near testpit 1 
 ID 153 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030428 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 19 
 Weight ceramics 216 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  One handle, one incision 
 
 Site Black River West 
 ID 39 
 Code LA01 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 62 
 Weight ceramics 1270 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Jasper flakes and cores 
 
 
 
 Site Bongalo Cassave field 
 ID 64 
 Code LA22C 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 6 
 Weight ceramics 48 
 Number lithics 5 
 Weight lithics 88 
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 Additional  Two red, two brown jasper flakes, one core, one unidentified volcanic stone; 
quartz and feldspar temper, compact fabric. All Bongalo sherds seem alike. 

 
 Site Bongalo North 
 ID 63 
 Code LA22B 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 9 
 Weight ceramics 95 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 14 
 Additional  One brown flake, one red jasper core; two red slip, compact fabric, quartz and 

feldspar temper, style unknown 
 
 Site Bongalo South 
 ID 62 
 Code LA22A 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 5 
 Weight ceramics 32 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  One brown, one red jasper; 1 round rim, quartz and feldspar temper, inward 

thickened rim, medium compact fabric, period early post Saladoid? 
 
 Site Cafrière 
 ID 9 
 Code CH04 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 17 
 Weight ceramics 800 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  204 grams Amerindian pottery, the rest Colonial/recent, quartz and feldspar 

temper, semi-compact, non-diagnostic 
 
 Site Choiseul Catholic Church 
 ID 17 
 Code CH12 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 18 
 Weight ceramics 192 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, compact fabric, one rim with nail impressions 
 
 Site Choiseul Petroglyph 

 47



 ID 6 
 Code CH01 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 17 
 Weight ceramics 272 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  One overlug on rim, one round rim, period early post Saladoid 
 
 Site Choiseul River Mouth 
 ID 151 
 Code CH 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 22 
 Weight ceramics 490 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  One red slip, quartz and feldspar temper, compact fabric, mix of Amerindian 
and recent pottery 
 
 Site Chou Tigre 
 ID 20 
 Code CH15 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 10 
 Weight ceramics 251 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Mix of Amerindian and recent 
 
 Site Dupré 
 ID 10 
 Code CH05 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 13 
 Weight ceramics 184 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Wall profile provenience; quartz and feldspar temper, semi-compact, non-

diagnostic 
 
 Site Gayabois Precolumbian 
 ID 53 
 Code LA15 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 95 
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 Weight ceramics 2536 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Decorations (incisions), footed griddles, D-shaped  handles, thickened rims. 

Other rims are round and flat. Possibly two periods - late Saladoid and early 
post Saladoid. 

 
 Site Gayabois recent 
 ID 120 
 Code LA15 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 0 
 Weight ceramics 0 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Pounding stone, quartz chunk (raw material); thickened rims, large piece of a 

coalpot, quartz and feldspar temper. European colonial and/or recent 
traditional 

 
 Site Gayabois-Morne Lezard 
 ID 55 
 Code LA17 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 23 
 Weight ceramics 327 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Japer; one roll handle, keeling/corner point rim, brown colour, red slip, 

feldspar temper, compact fabric, period Saladoid/early Post-Saladoid 
 
 Site Gertrine 
 ID 40 
 Code LA02 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 21 
 Weight ceramics 1266 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, period unknown (no diagnostic sherds,, most 

recent-traditional, coarse quartz temper 
 
 Site Giraud Estate 
 ID 44 
 Code LA06 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 4 
 Weight ceramics 77 
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 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, period unknown (no diagnostic sherds) 
 
 Site La Farque bulldozed ridge 
 ID 21 
 Code CH16 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 8 
 Weight ceramics 185 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Amerindian mixed with recent traditional, quartz and feldspar temper, no 

diagnostic sherds 
 
 Site La Grace 
 ID 70 
 Code LA28 
 Date 20030501 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 20 
 Weight ceramics 284 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, non-diagnostic, semi-compact, weathered 
 
 Site La Haut 
 ID 69 
 Code LA27 
 Date 20030501 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 9 
 Weight ceramics 67 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, semi-compact, 1 round rim, non-diagnostic 
 
 Site La Haut (Below) 
 ID 71 
 Code LA29 
 Date 20030501 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 3 
 Weight ceramics 105 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper 
 
 Site La Perie Estate south 
 ID 66 
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 Code LA24 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 1 
 Weight ceramics 76 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  One red slip rim, simple, restricted vessel, outward thickened rim, compact 

fabric 
 
 Site La Ressource 
 ID 160 
 Code DE04 
 Date 20030506 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 234 
 Weight ceramics 19828 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Rims (173), legs (15), decorated (8), griddle (33), pedestal base (4), spindle 

whorl (1) to Holland. 141 pottery sherds (6536 g) stay in St. Lucia. 
 
 Site La Ressource layer 1 
 ID 156 
 Code DE04 
 Date 20030506 
 Collecting method Unit (1x1m) 
 Number ceramics 97 
 Weight ceramics 1144 
 Number lithics 38 
 Weight lithics 116 
 Additional  Red and brown jasper, 1 piece quartz; small rims, 1 leg, 1 fragm. adorno. Inw. 

Thick. rims, Caliviny scrolls, legged griddles, tripod vessels, red slip, broad 
line incisions, ped. bases, 1000-1200. Pottery stays in St. Lucia, rims and 
lithics to Holland. 

 
 Site La Ressource layer 2 
 ID 157 
 Code DE04 
 Date 20030506 
 Collecting method Unit (1x1m) 
 Number ceramics 60 
 Weight ceramics 599 
 Number lithics 4 
 Weight lithics 22 
 Additional  2 brown and 1 red jasper, 1 basalt flake; body / rim sherds, 1 broad line 

incision. Lithics to Holland. 
 
 Site La Ressource layer 3 
 ID 158 
 Code DE04 
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 Date 20030506 
 Collecting method Unit (1x1m) 
 Number ceramics 72 
 Weight ceramics 1940 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 9 
 Additional  Red jasper flakes; 15 rims (617 g), 1 pedestal base (54 g), 1 spindle whorl (17 

g). Body stays in St. Lucia, rest to Holland. 
 
 Site La Ressource layer 4 
 ID 159 
 Code DE04 
 Date 20030506 
 Collecting method Unit (1x1m) 
 Number ceramics 131 
 Weight ceramics 3325 
 Number lithics 3 
 Weight lithics 4 
 Additional  Red jasper flakes; 2 caliviny scrolls, red slip, inward thickened rims (with red 

slip). Most interesting rims and jasper to Holland. 
 
 Site Laborie Beach 
 ID 47 
 Code LA09 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 22 
 Weight ceramics 471 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Rims round and flat, quartz and feldspar temper, period unknown (no 

diagnostic sherds) 
 
 Site Lavoutte 
 ID 32 
 Code GI01 
 Date 20030421 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 
 Weight ceramics 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  
 
 Site Londonderry 1 
 ID 46 
 Code LA08 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 
 Weight ceramics 
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 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  
 
 Site Londonderry 2 
 ID 75 
 Code LA33 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 
 Weight ceramics 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  
 
 Site Londonderry 3 
 ID 49 
 Code LA11 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 
 Weight ceramics 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  
 
 Site Millan's Bar Choiseul 
 ID 11 
 Code CH06 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 
 Weight ceramics 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  
 
 Site Morne Lezard Estate 1 
 ID 56 
 Code LA18 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 7 
 Weight ceramics 87 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Coalpot remains, large pieces of feldspar temper, quartz too, prob. seven 

Amerindian pieces, smaller size (more fragmented) 
 
 Site Morne Lezard Estate 2 
 ID 57 
 Code LA19 
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 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 23 
 Weight ceramics 390 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Two fragments of roll handle, foot, quite compact fabric, brownish colour, 

early post-Saladoid 
 
 Site Morne Lezard Estate 3 
 ID 60 
 Code LA20 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 8 
 Weight ceramics 91 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  One round rim, quartz and feldspar temper, darker  colour, period unknown 

(no diagnostic sherds) 
 
 Site NC McDomel 
 ID 73 
 Code LA31 
 Date 20030501 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 14 
 Weight ceramics 753 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Probably St. Lucian traditional pottery 
 
 Site Next ridge above Anse John 
 ID 14 
 Code CH09 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 57 
 Weight ceramics 1047 
 Number lithics 5 
 Weight lithics 13 
 Additional  1 flint flake, 1 quartz, 3 jasper; two periods: Saladoid - red slip, flanged rims, 

incision, inw. thickened rims, rounded rims, compact. Post Saladoid - finger 
indent., light brown colour, one handle. Both quartz and feldspar temper. 
Photographed. 

 
 Site Parc Estate 1 
 ID 54 
 Code LA16 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Surface 
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 Number ceramics 162 
 Weight ceramics 2988 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Jasper, quartz, slate?; red slip, inward bent rims, finger punctated rims,  foot 

(griddle), broad incision on red slip, reddish/yellowish colours (relate to firing 
conditions), quartz and feldspar temper, mat imprint on one sherd, scratching. 
Photographed 

 
 Site Park by Police Dock Vieux  
 ID 83 
 Code VF10 
 Date 20030503 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 2 
 Weight ceramics 58 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 10 
 Additional  Yellow/brown jasper; white on red, quartz and feldspar temper, red slip, 

period Saladoid 
 
 Site Park Estate 1 
 ID 122 
 Code LA16 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 1 
 Weight ceramics 5 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Park Estate 2 
 ID 121 
 Code LA16 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 196 
 Weight ceramics 4077 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Black soot inside, Colonial, rims with corner points, spindle whorl, broad 

incision on red slip, double thickened rim, bevelled rims, outward thickened 
rims, pedestal base with red slip. Photographed 

 
 Site Park Estate 2 
 ID 123 
 Code LA16 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 5 
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 Weight ceramics 43 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  
 
 Site Park Estate 3 
 ID 124 
 Code LA16 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 19 
 Weight ceramics 113 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Red slip, black soot within 
 
 Site Park Estate 4 
 ID 125 
 Code LA16 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 13 
 Weight ceramics 128 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 519 
 Additional  Lithics somewhat smoothed 
 
 Site Park Estate 5 
 ID 126 
 Code LA16 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 42 
 Weight ceramics 386 
 Number lithics 5 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  1 jasper flake 
  
 Site Park Estate 6 
 ID 127 
 Code LA16 
 Date 20030425 
 Collecting method Unit (50x50cm) 
 Number ceramics 10 
 Weight ceramics 74 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Two inward thickened rims 
 
 Site Park Lane 
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 ID 68 
 Code LA26 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 7 
 Weight ceramics 59 
 Number lithics 2 
 Weight lithics 10 
 Additional  Two brown, one red jasper; quartz and feldspar temper, semi-compact, non-

diagnostic 
 
 Site Piaye Housing  
 ID 51 
 Code LA13 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 11 
 Weight ceramics 164 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, some sherds have big chunks of quartz 
 
 Site Piaye River 
 ID 52 
 Code LA14 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 7 
 Weight ceramics 80 
 Number lithics 1 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Red jasper; quartz and feldspar temper, some sherds have big chunks of 
quartz 
 
 Site Piaye School 
 ID 50 
 Code LA12 
 Date 20030427 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 20 
 Weight ceramics 529 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, some sherds have big chunks of quartz, handle 

with round nubbin, period later than Saladoid. Two sherds may be part of a 
coalpot. 

 
 Site River Dorée Pepper Field 
 ID 18 
 Code CH13 
 Date 20030430 
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 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 12 
 Weight ceramics 151 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  One outward thickened rim, compact fabric, quartz and feldspar temper, one 

rounded rim 
 
 Site Saltibus behind the school 
 ID 65 
 Code LA23 
 Date 20030429 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 10 
 Weight ceramics 107 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  One rounded rim, quartz and feldspar temper, semi-compact fabric 
 
 Site Sapphire (banana field) 
 ID 154 
 Code LA30 
 Date 20030501 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 4 
 Weight ceramics 67 
 Number lithics 0 
 Weight lithics 0 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, semi-coarse and weathered 
 
 Site South of Choiseul on ridge 
 ID 19 
 Code CH14 
 Date 20030430 
 Collecting method Surface 
 Number ceramics 16 
 Weight ceramics 233 
 Number lithics 
 Weight lithics 
 Additional  Quartz and feldspar temper, compact fabric, one small handle 
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