NuStar expansion plan will change Statia’s face forever

By Suzanne Koelega

ST EUSTATIUS-The Mu-
Star ol ferminal expansion
plan in 5t Enstatins s a
clear example of o clash
Perween business interests
and development. and na-
ture amd culturad - and - ar-
chacologicai heritage on
i limited smount of fand,
Ohn o small island like 54
Euvstativs with - a - Tragile
eeopomy, the mpect of
ricltirmilem-dollar anvest-
ment is even bigger:

MuSiar Energy L. owner
of 9 rerminal and storage
Factlities around the world,
wenls foexpand, mvest and
make o profit, as all busi-
nesses do, Statia Terminals
bansn't applied fora build-
ing. permit yvet, but is seri-
ously dooking at - possilbili-
ties to construct 31 storge
ranks of different sizes in
the Cul de Sac area, locally
kiown as The Farm, moad-
dition to- 8 new jetty (see
related article).

There i a demand for
MOrE - SIrage cupacity - in
S Bustatios, said NuStar's
Wice-president Interna-
tiomal Terminal Operations
Dravvid Seedth and Mike Me-
Donald, General Manager
of - MuStar's - facility in 51
Euvstativs.

“51. Bustatins and MNuStar
are popular for bunkering,”
they said. Seme 300 vessels
come o St Eustalius per
vear 1o bunker and ohtain
fuel, These vessels sty oul
at sea: More than L0 ships
come 1o the jetty anmually
to discharge and take on
crude ail and - petrolenm
products,

Adn expansion of 31 tanks
wold mean an increase of
mire than 3 per cent of
the termimals current ea-
pictty of 67 siorage tanks
that can . hold  more  than
L million barrels, with an-
other five tanks heing built
al this tmes The proposced
work would take up some
2T square - metres  of
‘.iFli]\'_'l_'.

Monuments Director Wal-
ter Flellebrand - anmd - other
oppoenents of an ol fermi-
nal in The Farm area find
this @5 guite o ol for the
proposed - location - which
is i the only wsalle seven
square  kilometres of the
island where people live,
work and enjoy recreation.

International negotiations

The fact is that interna-
tional ol companies are
interested. inrenting the
new storage tanks. MuSiar
has been negotiating lease
agreements. . with . these
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customers, preferably long
ferm, saied MeDonald, Ne-
mlintions . have not been
concluded - as ver Smith
wouldn't - give - details - on
the. negotiations, but said
at least one. “major inter-
matiomal - publically traded
company” wes interested.
But, - Smwech o added, = We
have not sigmed: any - con-
fract yer.”

The contracts with con-
stmers are cardinal in de-
ciding whether 1o g0 [or-
ward with the TS 3477 mil-
Lo project und o apply for
a bilding permit. *MuSr
is not into specalation cons
struction where  we  build
tiniks and thes wail for cus-
toreers,” siwid MeDomald.,

“We are not going o invest

half g billion inte some-
thisg That makes no sense.
I there wers o interest,
we would not build” sand
Smith when - ssked  about
concerns about the risks of
51, Eustatius being stuck in
the future with some 30 un-
vsed tanks,

“Mustar is here o stay.
W won't go away just like
that, Business is goml. We
are responsible twners with
an exccllent track record,”
added MeDonabd.

Whether the project goes
ghead 1I1;pu|1<|.-i an several
other factors, the approval
by the locsl government on
i building permit . request
bemg o key aspeck. Sov-
cral - Duich - Government
mingstries will he ipvolved
in the decision-taking pro-
cess, providing advice and
support; but the wltimate
decision s i the hands of
Statia’s Government.

MNegative consequences

Laowal - heritage Tounda-
tions are squarcly agains
the comstruction  of - the
tanks im the proposed area,
The 56 Bustatius Aware-
nessaml o Development
(SEALM movement, Statia
Roots Foundation - (SREF)
and - Staria - Monements
Foundation - saud - there
ol b negative cnviron-
mental, safelty and histori-
ol consequenoes.

Statians are hecoming in-
creasingly concerned about
what the expansion at The
Farm would mean for their
quality of  life. There are
fears that the peeple would
e adversely  affected, as
well as the island’s natu-
ral- and aesthetic . heaury,
Residents  living  close 1o
the proposed - building site
are concerned about their
health.

People are worried about
the tisks of 50 many tanks
close o their - homes,
schools, workplave, sports
places, Mot 1o nention that
the island’s vital facilities
like the airport, hospital,
harbowe  and - government
are located not fir away:

Stringent reguirements

MuStar sieid people should
oot worry ahout risks, as
the faciliy . would be bl
sccording Wy the very strin-
gent Dutch PGS 29 build-
ing cade which dictates that
the fanks have to be at a
certain distance from each
other. The company  said
there would be noorisk of
@ large fire, becavse safety
measures  woull - prevent
this from happening,

Each tank will = sur-
rounded by oo dike with an
aren that cun contain 110
per cent of the contents of
the tank o prevent spilling.
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will be included. o control
and recover possible va-
pours, explained  McDon-
ald. He siressed that the

terminal was nol a refinery.

A for the visual aspect,
the tapks will be camou-
faged a5 much as possible
vsing natural colouss and
b planting vegetation, The
plan was adapted, inoac-
cordance with - the wishes
ol the Island Governmenl,
o accommodate the mun-
wiry sifery aren. The tnks
will - now be moved more
inter the hill in the back, for
which  excavation  will he
MeCEsSry,

SEAD and SKEE are mak-
Mg CHIECTE  TOTe  wWaTe
af their rights and this is
working, because more amd
more Statians are becom-
ing vocal on the issue, The
court - injunetion initiated
by the Monuments Foun-
dation o prevent the proj-
ect attracted  the people’s
attention. The foundation
may have fost the injunc-
tion, - but Judoe indicued
that areas of archasologi-
cal valve might not-be de-
srrowed,

Mobilising people

“The result is that Ben-
ners Plantation will remain
intact. But more inportant,
we managed oo mobilise
many people. It was a sig-
mal to the peaple that they
have a right to object when
ey don't agree witl some-
thing,” said Hellebrand.

The Monuments. Foun-
dation's . appeal . against
a- possible ol terminal i
The Farm area stll has to
be dealt with in cowrt, The
OTEANISL0NS certiiny
will ke use of other fe-
gl procedures apainst
change of the spatial devel-
apment plan oo designate
the aren in question gy an
incustrial area.

SEAL, SKF and the Mon-
uments Foundation sought
help from the United Na-
tioes Emvironmental, Cul-
tural and Scientific Orean-
isation {UNESCO in July,

SEAD coordinator ken-
neth Cuvalay saild the  or-
aamisation - had started w
door-to-door campaign and
an anline petition
{www.change.org/petitions,
sl-cuslalin H-g{!'l.'L' rireeni-
nustar-energy-lp-stop-
nustar-oil-terminal-expan-
sion-in-the-farme-area) - in
Juby against the construc-
teontof 2 second terminal at
The Farm.

So far the petition has
vielded  more - than - S0
signatures. SEAD will be
launching the Weblog
It imo-to-nustar-expan-
ston-steustating Mogspot.
COM 5007,

Claritintied on page 15



