BA Open Day, Faculty of Archaeology
17 April 2026

Letty ten Harkel

The "End of Civilisation"? Historical archaeology and the end of the Roman
Empire in the West

This is a brief homework exercise that will prepare you for the mini lecture The "End of
Civilisation"? Historical archaeology and the end of the Roman Empire in the West.
Please type your answers in a separate word document or fillin this form (pdf editor required)
and return by email no later than 15 April 2026, midnight.

Please answer the following questions:

1. In the year AD 476, the last Western Roman Emperor was deposed, bringing about
the official end of the Western Roman Empire and the start of the early medieval
period, which lasted until c. AD 1000. What is (are) the first word(s) that spring(s) to
mind when you think about the early medieval period? (Note, there is no right or wrong
answer to this question!)

.................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................

2. Whatis ‘historical archaeology’? Answer in 1-2 sentences. (You can do some internet
research to find out.)

.................................................................................................................................



3. This is an image ( © Museum of London Archaeology) of an archaeologist at work.
What are they excavating? Briefly describe what you see (1-2 sentences).

MOLA/Andy Chopping

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Roman cities generally consisted of residential areas and public areas. Look at this
aerial image of the Roman city of Pollentia on Mallorca (Spain). Which part of the city

is this? (You can do some internet research to find out.)

.................................................................................................................................



5. Read this blog post, written in 2024 by Lisa Craane, a BA3 student from the Faculty of
Archaeology at Leiden, about her fieldwork experiences at the Villa Son Sard field
school in eastern Mallorca (note: this will be relevant too for the presentation on
fieldwork experiences by Lidwien Meulenkamp, next in the programme - if you follow
the links in the text you will find a blog written by Lidwien herself as well!):
https://www.leidenarchaeologyblog.nl/articles/excavating-the-roman-villa-son-

sard-insights-into-archaeological-research

Answer the following 2 questions:

a. What was the reason that the Faculty of Archaeology started an archaeological
investigation at Son Sard, Mallorca?

.................................................................................................................................
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